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THE FIRST OF THE MIKADOS. 



The year 1 in Japan is the snine date as 660 B.o. 
of ihe Cbrietian era, so ttat Japan ia now in itn 
Iwenty-eixth wnttiry. Then flvoiylhing began- Be- 
fore that date all is mystery and mythoJo^y, After 
that data tbere is Bumetbiug reHijmblmg history, 
tboQgb in the early times it is an odd mijdure irf 
bietory and fable. A»for tbe godi^ of ancient Jj ^1111, 
they were mQcy in number^ and dtrange etorian ^iw 
lold of their doinga. Of the early men of the i^li. d 
kin^ora wo know very little. When tho anoo^to > 
of the proeoiit Japftnoso arrived there tboy found 
the ialandtt occupied by fi race of BfiTa^ea, a poopio 
thickly oovered with hair, and different in looks 
from all tbe otber inbabitanta of Aaia. Those in 
time wore oonquered, and only a few of them now 
remain, — known aa Ainos, and dwelling in the ialand 
of Yezo. 

In the Japanese year 1 appeared a conqueror, 
Jimmu Tt^nno by name, thn first of the mikmloa or 
emperors. He was d&soended f^om the goddeaa of 
the Sun. and made his home at tlie foot of Klri- 
ehima, a famcus mountain in the island of Kioahiu, 
the most aoiitherly {i^ the four large islandi^ of Japan. 
As to the Hmaltor ialandn of that anchored em- 
pire, it may be well to say tliat they form a vast 
multitude of all ahapon and size?, being Iq all nearly 
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four thousand in nuinl^or. Tbe .Sen of Jikpnn is 
Lruly A A«iL of blftDds. 

By way of tbo aniiing clouda, and the blue aky 
which iTJstB upon Kirishimae ecowy lop, Ihe gnda 
ftltippfd down frutn livavtiti to euillu Buwu this ce- 
leatiul puth came Jimmu'e aaceetora, of whom there 
worv four botwoon him and tbo mighty Sun goddess. 
Of eoutae do onu is asked to ai^cspt thia for fact. 
SomGwhnt loo imuiy L>f thu fallien^ of [t^iliurts wera 
aoiia of LIjo ^odb. It may bu LIjuL Jjionm vrus au in- 
vadcr from Bome foreign Ipcd, or c&mc from a baud of 
colortiAts who had seUlcHl at tho mouutaiu's footi^omd 
time before, but thogods have the credit ofhiH origin. 

At any rate, Hiuga, aa the region in which ho 
dwelt wfta colled, was not likdy to hcrvo tho ooda 
of a party of warlike invaJBra, thera being no part 
of Jflpftn leBB fertile, So^ as tbo fllory gou«, Jimtaii, 
being then fifty years old^ set out to couqutr Homo 
ricbor realm- Uo bad only a fi^w followitra, eomo 
being Ida broLharHj lh<> olhera hia rotainera, all of 
them, in thu lungua^ of iho iegenda^ hoing ktnni, 
or gods. Jimmu wau rjght4!0uH ; the savages wore 
wickodi though Ibcy too had dcetendod from the gods. 
Thaflo aavngort dwolt in vdlagea, eaoh governed by 
a he&d.man or chief. They fought hard for thuir 
homes, and were not easily driven away. 

Tbo fllojy of Jimmu^a esploita ia given in the 
Kctjiki, or "Book of Anciotit Traditional" the old*)flt 
book of Jnpnn. There ia nnothor, anlled the Nihoni^ij 
neorly as old, being compoaed in 720 a,d. Those 
give U9 all that in known i>f tho ancient iiiatory of 
tho island, hut are bo full of mytba aiid fabJ^a that 




THE PlRST OP THE lUEADOa. 



ver^ [iltle of tlio sLory \a Lo bo Lru^l-ud. Bistaricii 
of lutur timofl aro aliuail;itji» anJ f<ji-(n iho n»Qbt im- 
porUini part itV tliij voluminous literature of Japan. 
The isliindi!!^ any prouil of ihair hUlory, ^nd have 
praaerred it with tLe gruaLi^sL L*arn, tbe ttnnala of 
cities and families boing aa cau^^tutiy pruaorsud as 
tbo^e of tho sUlo. 

Jimmu llio conquopor, as hlft Rtory la told in the 
Kojlkif mot atraa^t) and tVigLtful »tiE>micg on hia 
march. Amone thoni woro troop:^ of spJJurw of 
GotosBat size and Irigbtful aepootr througlj whoHd 
threaLeomg r^LtikM hi> Lnd to ti^hl hia way^ KtghL- 
Leaded berpuuut bad also Lo bo Joali with, and hoa- 
lib doitiea — wickoJ ^ods who lovud not tho pious 
adv^nturor — dliiputod hiei paib, Somo of tboso ho 
rid biin^uir of by i^ln'iigtli of una aud Hhnrpiitiriii of 
fiwDnl. sural) Ly AJin^wdiiusa uf wit- Ilia iiue of 
nwrcb lay to Uea, in Iho diatriot of liusiJii ; thonco 
to Ukada, whora ho xool< ship and nmde hit* way 
through tho windings of thu Siiwo Niuin, a part of 
ihv li^laiid Soa of Japjaa. 

Landing iu Alci. Jirjinm ijuiit himflolf a pidacc, 
Enddwultlht"r*jfoi-Ht:veny(jarH, after which ho ^oiipht 
the region of Biztn, whera for oighL yi-ars rnoro ho 
ItreJ in peato. Tlien, sLirrotl oat-o moiti by his in- 
dvtollidf; love of advcnturo, ba took to tho t^i^a again 
with bis faithful baad and tiailod to the eaetwanl. 
Rough waves and nwifL curri^nla ht^ro di^pulod hid 
W&J, and il was with diflicLil^y that hu at length 
landod on Hondo, tho main iaiaad of Japan, near 
whuro tho city of Oi4aka now rtLanda, Ho namod 
tho ppot Nami Hajf'i (" »wifL wnvtia"). 




HJBTORJCAX TALES. 

JJEomu Tonoo. the name of the coaqueror, mcaiia 
" iipiril of wai-," and ao far victory had pertbcd upon 
bi8 bancere &a bo marcbed. Bat now defeat came, 
The people c>f Lbe great island fought fit^i't-iiiy fur 
tbcir boraea and iiberliea, a brother of Jimom wafl 
woLindod^ AEid bo and bis band of followore 'wei'e 
driren back wilU loss. 

The godrt surely had something to do with this, — 
for ia iHoao days tbo goda were thought to have little 
to do bo^idofi buayiog thouiselvcB witb the atfuir^ of 
men, — and the cause of the defeat waa sooghL by 
means of eacred ceremonies and InToc^iiLJoiid. It 
proved to be an odd one> The Wgtad sUles they 
bad oflifuded the Sun goddeas by preeumm^ to truvei 
to the t?a.4t, injfiead of following the patb of tbo A\in 
from tiOtil to we»t. TLis iusult to tbe ^od^ ouiiy 
be atoned for ooly bj a voj'age to the west, Taki[ig 
to Ibeir ebips ogaia, they Bailed weatwai'd around 
Kii, and landed at Araaaka. 

Jimmu liad espljited hijt fkuU, and was ugaiii in 
favor with tbo godtJ. The [;bief whom ho now faci;d 
Burrendorad without a blow^ and prcai^atod tb« con- 
quering hero with a sword. A piomre of thia ftoone, 
famoun m die early history of Japan, is pnntud on 
one of tho Japanese grc^nbaclc notes IsHUi^d jn IB~'2. 

The vit'lor noit aougbt the inounlain-d*.*Feiidod 
land of Yamato, which was to bo reached only by 
diCBcuU iiiouutaiupLisaca, mikiiown Lo iho chief :iud 
hia followore. But the gods had Lakeu hiin lu char<^e 
and eama to bis aid, Bvndln^ a giaat oi'ow, wbo^e 
wings were eight feet long^ to guide bini to the 
fertilti soil of Yamato. A mtjw with smaller spruud 
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of ff iijg migliL have (lone Ibo workus well^biit would 
havo boon Icau satisikcWry to tho Icigond-inokera. 

Fiijrce was Ihe conflict now impoading, and atom 
tlie Htrugglti of Lhe naLiT'.^H fur life and liborty. 
Here wor^ uo puaco[\d L-Ui^jfa. liku l\ia vue mvl at 
AmsaUfl, and oidj by dint of truucbant blows waa 
the laud to be wou. On want the Qght, victory now 
iTicliniiig to one side, now to tUe orber, uutil in the 
midfit of tbe uncurtain sLruggle iliu gods smiL dow n a 
deep tiad dark cioiidf in vhuac tbicrk abudow no nuin 
could see \nh foe, and llie strife waa stayed. Sud- 
denly, liiroiigh tlie deiifw d^rkneHH, a bird in tlio 
«bape of a buwk cauii; Hvvooping dowu fi-oni tJiti 
akioa, cnvolupcd la a flood of golden li^bt, und, dia- 
peraing the cloudy reetiwl upon the boros bow. The 
tiglit slied by hi'w r^fulgvut wings airufk liko the 
glanj of liglitEUDg upon tLo eyus uf the enQiuy, ho 
dAzzJiog tbom with Us radianco that tho^' broko into 
pauio Sight. 

A victory gained in such a fashion as thie doea not 
Baeui quitL^ satlHlaotory Lu modern ideas. lii» not fnlr 
to tbe othur eidu. Yet it van iu tbm way Llint tbo 
Greekii won victory on Iho pluina of Troy, and that 
many other legendary vieiorius woro obtained. One 
cannot help wishing that tho event of buttle had 
been loft to the duciaion of bravo hoarl^ and airoiig 
bands^ inatca^l of dop^ndiag upon thu interpoaitton 
ol" the gods. But «ueh wad the ancient way,^ — if we 
cbooM to take legend for Iruih,— and we muot naoda 
rocoivo what U given lu, in default of blotter, 

Ae auy raCu, Jimmu was now lord of the land, and 
built bimstiU' a cnpitaL elty nt Kushiwnbara, xie&r the 
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Hile of lUe modcriJ Kioto, from wbidi ho goTcrnoJ 
tliij wide rualmx Lliat thu tiword hud niado biti. own. 
'Dig goilH wijro lbflnlit?d for ihuir aid by itnpCHJiig 
ruii^'ioUB cerumooies, and tlio jiiioplu rujokisd in llio 
[joaoo thut hnd cumo upon tlio Juiid. The soidioru 
who bfid follouad ihu Lionj to vicloiy wei'e am|>l3' 
ruwardud, and birt tdtivfr^ nindu Ji»\]a of provlrK'os, 
for thu uoiitrol ovur w)ik"h tlioj' wuro to jiay iu uiili- 
tury Burvi<70. Thiia cjirJy a form of foudul ^o^crn- 
moot wiLB DJiziblmlied Jn Jujmii. 

All buiiig nnw iil jjean? within tho I'cnhii, tbo 
weupon^ of war wtjr^ hung up in boinc and toinplo, 
EUkorificoii woro utTLixd to Lbu j^ixlduss of [bo Sun, and 
iliis LUi\^ Hac^rud tmblomy of tbe now kiui|duinj iho 
miri'Or, ihu Hwurd^ imd tbo brill, w4.^rL< df-po:4itod wiih 
Bolemi) L-oromdiiiui4 jij tbo jjuluco of the omjKi^r. 

Tho rcm&itidcr of Jmimus stoiy may be briofly 
told. He took fur bride tba prineoas TaUrj., iha 
djmgliLWT of oiiii of bin wUitifw, and ibit \mMi boautifid 
wiiDij^n la ali t.bo imid. Tho Twi of liis [ilU wztd 
spoilt in Btron^thonia,L^ hir^ mio and ojctmidirij^ tho 
nrtfl of oivitizalion Ihj'ouirbout biei realm, Fiimtly 
be died, [»nti buiidrvd uud tblriy-i^oven yi^ar^ old, ilh 
tbu Kojlki ciULod. It^vju^ tbt'cjo childron, uao of 
whom bo had tdiocLcu eib tbi^ boir of tho throno. 

That Iboro \vi\r^ a» aotuul Jniiiuu Toatio \a iiioro 
than liny fino tan Hny. Of foursu the crow and kiii;, 
h»rpontd and spldoi-a, are myths. U-an a formed, per- 
haps, fivim Honio roal int'idoats in bisi i^aivor, and llio 
godti ibat hulpcd and bindc-rud worL* doabtle^^s Lorii 
iu nicirn faauios in Eator duys. 

Th& Chiiicfio Lftve tbcir eiory of bcw Jiipan \faa 



TSK ri&ST OF THE HtKADOS, It 

Bottled- Taiko, grandfather of the first emperor of 
the Shu dyDBAiyj had three eona, and, loving the 
youDgeat most, wished to leave him hia title and 
estate. These by law and custom belonged to the 
eldest, and the generous young prince, not wishing 
toiojure hia brother, secretly left homo and sailed to 
the south. Leaving Southern China with a colony, 
he landed in Japan. Thia took place about forty-aix 
years before the beginning of Jtmmu'a conquering 
career, ao that the datea, at teaat, agree. 

Whether there ever was a Jimmu or not, the 
Japanese firmly believe in him. llo stands on the 
liat as the first of the mtkados, and the reigning 
emperor ctaims unbroken descent from bim- April 
7 is looked upon as the anniversary of hia ac- 
cession to the throne, and ia the Japanese national 
holiday^ which ia observed with public rejoicings and 
military and naval salutes. The year 1 was the 
year in which Jimmu ascended the throne. 



HOW aVIUZATION CAME TO 
JAPAN: 



TnER.E IB not mnch of absorbiDg interest in enrlj 
JapanoBo history. Fora period of eotiio tvrotvo hun- 
dred years nearly nil thut we know of tte mikadoa 
is thai ILoy " lived long and died happj'." No (ewer 
than twelve of thesi: patriarchs lived to be over on© 
hundred years old, and one held the throno for ono 
htJDdredand one years. But ibey were far surpaaflcd 
ID longevity by n HLaLoHman namod TakeiLouehi^ who 
Bcrved fivtt mikados &e prime miuieter and dwelt 
upon Iho earth for moro than three hundred and 
fifty years. There was not much '' rotation in office" 
iti those venerjxblo thnea. 

We must come down for six hundred years from 
the days of Jiromu to find an emperor who made 
any history worth the telling. In truth, a mist of 
fable lio?* over all the works of iheee anplent wor- 
thier and in telling their atories we can never bo 
sure how mueh of them ia iruo. Very likely there 
in sound history at the bottom, bnt it ie nrnamenied 
with a good deal that il iii noL bafu to believe. 

The first peraonage after Jimmu upon whom wo 

need dwell waa a wise and worthy mikado named 

Sujin^ who spent his days in eivilizing hia people, 

pi-obably no euj^y lafik. The ^ip uf aix centuriuH 
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between Jimmu^a time iind his bad, ii<i doubt^ \l» 
interefiling eTentd. but none of particular imirortAQce 
nre upon record. 

Aa ai boj- Snjin displayed courage and energy, 
together with the deepeaL piety- Ae a man be 
moarneJ over tho sinfiilnofle of his poopio, and oarn- 
eetly bogged Ihoni to givo up their wicked ways and 
turn from sin to the worship of the gods. He was not 
at Bi^t very sucte^sful The people wore eteeped in 
iniquity, and continued flo until a pestilence waa aent 
to change the current of their sint'ii] lhou;j;hl^. 

The pious monarfh called upon the gofis to atay 
the plnguCr doing pcniiDOo by riain^ early, fastiogf 
and batbingf — -possibly an unu^inal ceremony in tboao 
daya. The gods at length heard the voue of the 
king, and the pentibnce ceased. It bad dona its 
work- The people were conviniiod of the error of 
tbeir ways and turned from wnntonneaa to worship, 
and everywhere religious foeiing revived. 

Aa yet Jsipan poaAea«ed no temples or shrines, all 
wonthip beiug condueUid in the open air. The three 
holy embbmaof the nation, the mirror, the sword, 
and the ball, had thtid far been kept within the pal- 
■oa. Wherever thoy were the divine power dwelt, 
and the mikndo, living within their iiiQuence, waa 
looked upon an equal to a god. 

Bat the deitiea taught Sujin — or at least he 
thought iheydid — that this was not tbe proper place 
for them. A rehellion broke nut, due, douhtleas, to 
the evil spirit of men, but Bribing, in hi* opinion, 
from the diapleasuro of the gods, who were not 
pleased with his keeping the^e sncred objeeta under 



14 



maronicAL taleb. 



hia own roof, wliore thoy might bo dt-filod by Ihe 
urilioli ric^™?* of man. IIo deLLjrmiiieii, thei^foru, Lo 
provide for them a homo of thair own, and to do so 
built tho first temple in hia realm. Tho encrod eym- 
bols were placed nnder the caro of hiedauglitcrj who 
wai* apjwiril(."J pHesterw of the fibritie. From that 
d&y to thifi u virgin prinoess of imporial blood haa 
bijOEi ohoaon rs oijr4li>dmn of thceo cmbiams of dcitio 
power and presence. 

The Jirrst templu wart hiiilL at Ka^niii, a villngc in 
Yftmato- But tho goddues Amateru^u wurnod the 
priuetoBB that this locality was not sufflcicritly boly, 
BO i^ho sot off with the mirror* in gi^nrch of a place 
more to tlie Lciato of LJ^t; gods, carrying it /Vom 
province to proviticCj until old ago ovorLxik her, yet 
finding no tipot tbat roQc^ctod tho clear light of holi- 
ness from the surface of iha s&crod miiTor Another 
prierile?i8 lock up ihe liLhk, m^my p]:ice» were chosen 
and abandoned, and nnally, in 4 a, p., tho sljrino uf 
Uji, in IsCj was solcL'ted. O-'his appuroiilly has proved 
BBlisfactory to tho doitios of Japan, for (he emblcma 
of their divinity i^till rewt in tliih sacred j^hrine. Sujin 
hud copioB made of the miiTor and the aword^ which 
were kopt in the '= place of rovoronoo,'* a eoparato 
building within tho pitlnce. Fi^om this arose Lha 
imperial chapel^ whtc^b Htill extHte within the palaoa 
bonndfl, 

Wo epcak of tho '^palace" of the mikado, but we 
ma«t witrn our readers not to aasociate ideas of 
aplondor or Miagriifieeneu with this word. The Em- 
peror of Japan dwells not in grandeur, but in sim- 
plicity. From the oarJieet times the houoe of Iho 
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©BQperop haa rcaemblod a tompio ralhor than a pal- 
9U.-0. TliG niikiulo lA himself half ii goi] iu JapjinoFta 
^jo^T ^^ >^ oxpectod to bo cooteut with tlio biniplo 
ftnd aiifltoro surroundings of tho imagoa of tUo godd, 
Tbcve are no elfltelinoM, fio undtio ornament, no 
giiudy dif'play am^h as zniiior inorlals iiiny dolighl in, 
liigriSiid srmjilicttj Hurroutida tlio iiapcrial (lorooQ, 
and when he dma ho \s iutorrod in tbc Kiraplo^t of 
tuitil^r wonderfully unlike the gorgeous buriaJ-plac^os 
111 which tta bodies of tho monai'che of continontal 
Asia lid in etutc. 

Whou Sujin cnmo to tho ihrono Iho people of 
Jupnn WQri> still in a i^tttto of U^irbftri^nv und tharo 
v(HH ftCjirccT a fiifiL^jiu in the .suie Ihat did iji.il eull for 
reform. A now and better ajHlom of arranging tho 
ponuds of timo wuh eii^tabli^hod, tho year b<iing 
dividod into twenty-four moitthn or periods, whith 
benr&iich sEgnififjiut iiumesbt* '^ Boginning t>f Spring," 
" lUin -water," "Awakening of the Iij*^cL»/' ^' Cle;ir 
Weather," ^' Seed rain," oLu. A coneus wua ordered 
to betaken at rogulur tntorvOiU, and by wuy of taxa- 
tion all iwrH'>n9, nioii nrd wamuii alike, werL^ utilised 
to work for tho gcTernnioEiL for a CLTtain number 
of dayH oftoh yoar. 

To promoto t-jramori^Oj the buildiag of boaia waa 
encoumgi-d, timl regular oommiimeatiun wan opened 
■with CorL'Ei, from which country many uacful ideaa 
and nieibodM were introt.ioced into Japan. Even a 
prinoeor one of tho provineea of Coren came to the 
island ciiipii-i? lo liviv A^rJetilture weih grently de- 
Yt!io]>eJ by J^ujiii. canaU being dug arid irrigulton ojc- 
t^nsively provided for. Bioe, tho lei^ding article of 
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fofwl, needfl to he. grnwji in well-wfltorod Gelds, and 
tlic rtLoaliiigof wiLter from imtiighUn's fiold i+^ lookofl 
upon ofl a crime oF doopeat dye. In old licioa the 
wnlertbiof waa dealt with much ae the horeti Lhiof 
waa rflcaniljr deatt with in aome pans of our own 
eouutry. 

Sujin^B work was coritinued bj Kia auccessorj who, 
in 6 A,D-, ordered canals and eluiues to bo dug in 
more ihnn eight bundrod pluoGB. At presenl Japan 
hae greul irngatiug rehcrvoii^ and canala, through 
which tho wutor ie led for miloa to tho rarmora" fields. 
In one mountain region ie a deep [akn of puro water, 
five Mioosand f(?et above tho sen. Many centuHes 
ago a tUDuel wim mudo lo draw off tbia water, and 
millions ot' acrce of soil are Blill cnriebod hj its fer- 
tiliaing flood. Such are somaof tberesultBof Siijin'a 
wiae rsfoT-ms- 

Another of Ihe labors of Sujia the dviliser was to 
deviflc a military system for the defence of htfi realm. 
In the north, the eiivage Ainoe fitill fought for the 
land which had once bsan all iheir own^ and between 
tbcm and the auhjei'Es of the mikado border warf^ira 
rarely coaeod, Sujin dindod tho empire into four 
miliiary departments, with aebogun^ or general, over 
each. At a later da(9 military magn/mea were ea- 
tablltthed, where weapons and rationn could be had 
at any time in ease of invasion by the wild tribes 
on the bonier or of rebellion within tho realm. lu 
time a powerful military class arose, and vnr became 
aprofeaaio^ in Japan. Tlirongbnul the biatoryof the 
inland kingdom the war spirit has been kept alive, 
and Japau is to-day the oae natioa of Eastern Asia 
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with & love of and a gvTiiua for warliko dccde. So 
important grow tbo ehogums ib Lime that Do&rlf Alt 
the pnwer of the empire fell into their hsTide, and 
wben ihe couotry was opened to foreign ualtoiia, 
one of thcac, calling iiimsolf the Toi Kun (Tycooii)i 
poe«d a^ tho emperor himaelf, the mikiido being lost 
to HJghl behipd the authority of this military chief. 

At lunglh old age began to weigh heavil}^ upon 
Sujin, and the question of who should succeed him 
on the throne grantly troubled his imperial mind. 
Kehad two sons, but h\s love for them wusf^o equally 
divided that he could not chooee between their 
Mftime, In tboae days the heirship to tho throne 
loems to hare depended upon the falhor's wU\. Not 
being ahle to dofri<Ie for himaelf, be nppc&lad to fate 
Or divination, anlting hh Bonn one eTeuiiig Lo tell him 
tho Dcxb nriorning what they had dreamed during the 
night. On their dr«nnte be would baee hie decision. 

The young princes washed thi^lr bodies and 

changed their clothua, — HoemiDgly a religious rite. 

f Yieiona came to thom during the atilL walches of the 

night, and the next morning they eagerly told their 

fatlier i^hat dreams the gttih had flout. 

"I dreamed that I climbed a mountain," eatd the 
elder, *'and on reaching its summit I faced the oa^l, 
and eight times 1 cut with the sword and thruet 
with the Bpear." 

*' [ diinbed the same mouutuiu/^ said the younger, 
"and stretched Hnares of cord-* on ovory aidoi booIi- 
ing to catch the Rparrowft that deatroy tho grain." 

Tho emjioror lislenod intentlyj and thus eagely in* 
terpreted tbe Waious of hia aons, 
9 
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"You, my BOD," he B&id to the elder, "looked id 

ODe direction. You will go to the oaet and become 
itfl governor. You looked in every direction/' he 
aaid to the younger. "You will govern on aU etdes. 
The gods have selected you && my heir." 

His words came true. The younger became ruler 
over all the land ; the elder became a warrior in the 
eoet and govoroor over its people. 

And Sujin the civilizer, having lived long and 
ruled wisely, waa gathered to his fatherB, and sleph 
death's dreamlesa sleep. 



YAMATO-DAKE, A HERO OF 

ROMANCE, 



Wb have now to deal with the principal hero af 

JapaDiue loj,'end, Yam&to-Dake. the coDq^ueTor. His 
Btory ia full of myth and Tjible, but lhei<o ifl hietcry 
in it, too, and it is well worlh the lellJng. Every 
unrlent nation han iu Icgeodury huro, who perfornin 
wonderful fifute, daros ToarAjl porile, and hns nob 
only tha strougtb of man but tho powor of magic 
&nd iho wiles of evil spirits to contend agmnst, Wo 
give tho ritory jm it standtit, wilb all ita adventures 
and super natural iQcidenta. 

ThiB JapauoBQ horo of romanoe, bom 71 A-a^ ^^ 
the Bon of Keiko, the twelfth in line of the mikadus. 
In form ho was manly and grnoefhl, fair of nF^peut, 
and of haudaome and engaging preHcnce. Whilo 
Ftili a youth ho led an army to Kiusbiu, in whitih 
island a rebellion bad broken out In order to enter 
tlio camp of the rebel force, he disgui^ied li imself aa 
a dancing-girl, a character which his beordleaa face 
andwoll-rounded 6^ure enabled him easily' to a^umo. 
ProaentJng bimsell before Lh& nontinel, his beauty of 
&ce and form dlnarmed the aoMier of all doubt, and 
ho led the seeming damsel to the presonco of tha 
rebel chief, from whom he hoped for a rich reward. 

Hero the visitor danced before the chief and hla 
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p:«eta with auch winning grcce that thoy woro all 
cjipttv»ti^d, £nd aL tho end of the daiire the delighted 
chief Heicod kia prize by the hund anO drew the 
eoomitigly coy damHol into hie own tcDt. Onco within 
itfi folddj the yielding girl suddenly changed into a 
heroic youth who clasped the rebel with b vigorous 
crabrace and alevs- him oa the apoi. For this ex- 
ploit the youthful prince rccoiTodbia title of Yuniato- 
Dftke, or '* Yomaio the WarliUe." 

Thirteen yean* later n revolt broke out among the 
wild tribes of Eastern Japarif tind the young hero 
marched with an army to euhdue them. Hib routo 
li^d him past the ehi^ine of the Sun goddeee, in lao^ 
Htid here the pHeatesui preHented him with the BBcrod. 
eword, one of the holy eDibleniH of the realm. Hi« 
own flword wQQ IcHi under a neighboring pine. 

Armed with this magical blade, ho continued hia 
mareh into the wilda of n'^iiniga, the haunt of the in- 
BLirgent Ainoa. But he found it no ua^y mailer lo 
bring those naTHige fucs to an open fight Fleeing 
before his firmy into tbe wooda and mountaJiiHi they 
fbught him from behind rocks and ireea, it being 
their policy of warfare to infiicl damage upon ibo 
enemy with na Little loss as poasihlc to them^olvu?. 
Like the Amerle&n Jndiaua, these snvjigas were umd 
to all the furosT. wiles, qiiiek to avail themselves of 
overy *ouod or r^lgn, ablu lo mnk^^ their way with 
ease through tangled threkets and palbless foroata^ 
and ndopts in all thu lor^ of wood nud wild. 

As flie army of Y^imato pro^Bed Ihom too closely, 
ll»ey ^et fire lo the dry uoderbrush whieh densely 
surrounded iheir lurkii gp[uoo. The hi^h wind car> 
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Titid the flames in roaring waves towards tlje Jitp- 
luiotto army, wbk-b woa in the mobt soriotttt d^^Ligeri 
fljr It was encflmped amid tjill. dry gn^ns, whlcL 
(quickly bLJuauii; a aeu ol' aoariii^ dame. Wilb 3 oils 
of deligbt the Atnoa gased upon the immiaent peril 
of tboir foes; biiL euddoaly their exuUatiep waa 
changed to dUniay For at ihla moment of danger 
the Bun goddesB appeared to Yauiato, aud at bi^r aMg- 
gesLion he drew the aacred sword — Murabumo. or 
■^ Cloud UJuBter"— attd cut the grass tbet tbickly 
roBG around him. Before the msgie of the hlade 
£re ilaeir wad puwerleM. aad lb» advaucing d^iueti 
turned and swept towards the OQemy^ maiLy of whota 
were eoasumed^ while the others fled in paDie fear. 
GratdHil to the goda tor Lbin rJittely aid, the hero 
changed the name of the sword, df^'reelng thai 
thehceforth it should be known as Kusanugi^ or 
" Grass- Mower." 

tlis route now Jed, by a mountain puthway, iaLo 
the great plain cif EaAient Japun^ af^erwarde kuowu 
as the Kuanto^ which extond» from tbe central 
raugoB to the Paoide eoast, Keaching the flhoresof 
ibe Bay of Yedo, be looked aeroafl from its aoutbern 
headland to thu opposite peninaulu of Awa, whitjw 
bdU 6ut:mod very close at hand. 

^^It will be uaay to croaB that ehaneeV he »aid : 
" [L 14 but a trifle. Let the army embark," 

Ke did not know how ti^ucheroiis wai^ tbe navi- 
gation of this etrait, whose weather is never to he 
trusted, and whoae winJa, lidefi, and currents are 
baffling and p^rrloun. Embarking with bla fullow^ 
era, he looked for an cany and rapid progreea; but. 
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a ((irriblo sUirni araBa, toaaing the boats bo fVigbtfully 
timt duatU aeemod Iboir sure fate. 

Yumato was not at a loss to knofr what woe 
umitiu. He wafl ramiliur with the w&ya of the gods, 
aiitl knew that Home hoatila deity wa» at work to 
ruin him- Hla con tern ptuou^ remark about tlio ease 
of the paaaoge hod given deep ofTonco to the Japan- 
aao Noptuiie, the god of the Soa, who was punieh- 
irig birn for bia l&ck of reverence. There whs only 
ouv way by which tbu angry deity might bo ap- 
poaeed, — the BAcrifioe of a victim to hia wnitb. But 
who among them waa ready to yield life for duty? 
The queation was answered by Tachibana, the youlh- 
l\il wifo of tbe chief, who was in the boat with her 
lord. With a hurried farewell, tbo devoted woman 
sprang into the wild wavea^ which in a moment 
swept her fer away. It was an aoceptabTe sacrifioe. 
The wiifcds fell, the wavea went dowOj the clouds 
broku, and soon the sun waa aorenoly Bhining on 
ruffled sea and tranquil ehore. 

All ihaL Yamnto saw again pertaining to his 
w^ife wab her perfuinud wuoden comb, ^hiuh floated 
aahuro and wae dedicated by him aa a procioua relic 
in a Bhrinu which be built to tbe godn, A abrJne 
bE,I]l standa on the spot, which is within the modem 
city of Tokio, and there ta-Jay fishermen and 
Bailors worship the apirita of Yamato and hie eatntod 
wife. 

Thence the hero sailed along the ahore, nubdulng 
the trihea an he went, until the ucrthern boundary 
of the empire waa reached. Hero tho leaders of the 
Aiuoa had gathered a great army to repel the in- 
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vadcr, Bui oa fietiDg the sliips, nhidi wert ncvr 

objocta lo thoir ©yo8, awo ftod coQ^teroatiOQ ovcr- 
wheimud tbeiu. 

"Thoy am living things/ they sauJ, — "Hlrange 
moving m^QBters who gUdo oTi^r th^ aea aad bring 
our foes lo our uodoing. Tho gods muat havo fl«nt 
tbem, and will deairoy ua IT we draw bow againat 
tlmao works of Lhdr hands/' 

Throwing down tbeir armSj they aurrepderiid lo 
Yaruato whon he apran^ aehoro, and a^oeJ to pay 
tribute to tho stflto. TaCcing thoir li^aders aa hoHt- 
agea for thtiirgood coiidiicl, thu huro Lurued honiD- 
^ard, eager to ruach again Ihe capital h-om which 
he hftd been ao long awnyn His ronto was novr 
overlaad, and to ealoriain himself on the long 
joarney he iovonltxl a form of poelic verae whJth 
is stkli much iu use by tho poota of Japan- 
As yel alL hid woric bad boon dono on the plain 
near the shores of the h&sl. Now, marching inland, 
he uj^cenddd to the great table-land of Slifuano, 
from iwenty^fiFe hundred to five ihonaand feet above 
the sea, around and within which lie the ioHieet 
tnountaina of Jnpiin. From ihiB height could ho 
ohuined a maguiEicunt vIbw of the Bny uf Yedo, tbo 
leafy plaiuA surrounding, and the wide-cs tend tag 
ocean. Japan has nu more bcantiM econo, and 
Yamato stood silently gating over its broad ex- 
panse^ the memory cif his beloved wife, who had 
given her life for hie, coming baok to him a^ he 
gOEod. *'Adinma, adauma" ("my wife, my wife"X 
fell in ead acuenta from his iips. These worda titilt 
haunt that laud. In the jmet'd vorae that broad plain 
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IB lo-^luy culled Adzuma, &nd ane of the groat hbipa 
cf till? new anvy of Ja^un U named Ad/uma kuan. 

It WHS no light. laak wtiL^i now luy btifuru iLe 
army and h& chiof. Evcu lo-duy tho mcluittaica of 
ShiQaQf>arfl far from eaRylo croae. Tbeu ihey wero 
unknown, and their croHHing was a work of iho 
greatest dldiciilty and rbL Tbcte wure rocky detileA 
aud BLocp asconifl k* olimb, river lorrenta to puaa, 
rugged patb« to mouat, without a road to follow or 
a guido to <^oikduot, and with t^louda and fogs to 
(louLilu the dangord of the way. Hero, to Lheir fuucy, 
ID onveH and ravjnea hostile spirita lurked; every 
mountain liad ltd tutelary ^d\ at ervry aLep tho 
(leiliea of good uad evil seemed to be at Hliiftj for 
their di^tiny, aud with all the pt^rils of the way iho 
goda wore thought to have somothiiig to do. 

Thus OD one day the god of tho mouDtain oamo to 
Yamato in the form of a white deer, with jfurposo to 
work him evJI. The horo, on the alert agaluut the 
hostile spints, threw wild gurlic !□ the unimara eyes, 
causing BO violent a sn^nrtiiig pain that il died. At 
once a dense miBt desctinded upon the hill-Glopcs and 
the path vanlfibed, leaving the army to grope onward 
in danger and dismay. B]it at this moment of dread 
s white dog appeared — a god agniu, but, a friendly 
one thiti time — who led the b«iwitdered Huldiera in 
safety to the plaicm of Jdlao. 

But thoy were not yet ft-ee iVom the wiles of the 
white deer. Its spirit now appeared, disuharging 
among them poisonous gaaei4, before whose Htupefying 
influence thoy fell helpless to the ground. The wild 
garlio again was their aalvatiou. Some one ate of it 
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With hapjiy effect, and gavo it to all the meo antl 

nimala, so tbat all got well ogaio. Wild garlic b 

till kokcd upon la Japan a^ a apeciSc against die- 

and aa a safeguard agaioat witohufl. For tliia 

'purpose U is hnng up bwforo gates nad doorways in 

times of epidemic or fiuporHlitioLis fear. 

The haro next came to Ibuki yama. a cooo-flbapod 
noiintain wlioae Battened Hmumit d^mud to pierce 
the Rkiea, Here too dwelt a hostile Hpirit, who din- 
puted the way^ and ugainat whom Yil ma to advanced 
unarmed, I tjav in g hii* eword/' Graaa-Mawcr," undor 
% tre& at tho niouatain's feet. The goda of Japan, 
perhaps, were proof against weapons of steel. Not 
far Lad the hero gojie belore the deity appeared 
upon bia path, trauaformed into a ihrcatoniag aer- 
pent. Leaping over it, ha pureuod his way But 
now the inecn^ed deity dung darkness on tbe moun- 
^ft tain's breaut^ and the buro, loaio^ hl» path, swooned 
^» and fell. Kortuoatdy, a epriog of healing water 
I bubbled beside him, a diink fi^om which enabled him 
^K to Lift bis bead. Onward ha went, siill fL'ebLe, fur 
^^B the breath of thit serpent god woa patent for ill, 
^Band at length reacted Otau, iu the dietrict of Id^, 
^^ whore, under tbe pine-tree, he found the eword 

i which he had left thero on setting out, thraa years 

^^■bcifore. His gladness ibund vent lu a poem eoin- 
^^ posed of tbcec worda: "0 pine, if you were a man, 
I should give you this aword to wear for your 
fldeliLy." 

The conquermg prince was now near the end of 
bis career* 3tilL eiek unto death from his adven- 
ture upon the mouQCain, Le told bofora the shrine 
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of the gods the Ule of hia victories and perils, offered 
to tbem hia we&pona and priflouen, a,ud thunked 
them piously fbr their care. Then be wot a report 
of his doiDgB to his f^ther» the mikado^ and begged 
to see him. ^eiko, the fother, sent a meeBenger with 
words of comfort, but when he arrived the heroic 
Yftmato-Dak6 was dead. 

He was buried near where he died, and fWtm hia 
tomb a white bird was seen to flj^ On opening the 
tomb nothing was found but the dead hero's chaplet 
and robes. The place where the bird was seen to 
alight beara etill a name aignifying Imperial Tomb 
of the White Bird. Thus ended the career of the 
leading Japaneae hero of romance. His storj sounds 
like a fhuy-tale^ though it may well be that Yamato- 
Dak^ was a real person and that many of the things 
told of him actually ooourred. 



yjNGU, THE AMAZON OF 
JAPAN. 



To-DAT the women of Japan are kept In aBcluHion 
and take no part in afT^ira of etato. This does DOt 
aoem 10 have beeii ulwayu the case. lit the I'at paut, 
we are told^ womeu often rose to pnntR of honor and 
digniLy, and some even Ailed the mlkado'H thi'oue. 
Nor ia this alh To a woman i** givon tbf gbry of 
the grealent event in the hiutory of ancient Japan, 
the conquest of Corea^ from which lanj civilizntionj 
UteratureT and a new rdi^loQ eubeeqaontly came to 
th« ifllond realm. 

The name of this Japanew heroine was Okinaga 
Taraahi hime, butahe is best known under the title of 
Jingu, or ''warlike deed/' The ghoractor given bar 
in tl-adition is an attruclive one, combining boauLy, 
piety, intelUgence, energy, and valor. The wavea 
of \\w vea, the periU of the battle-field, and the toiJa 
or terrora of war aliko failed to fill the eoal of this 
haroiDc with fear, and the gods marched with her 
and aided her in her enterprises. Great as she waa 
in lierauir^ the JiLpaiii:%e give her highor bouorMill, 
&B the mother of their god of war. 

This imperial Amazon wns the wife of the mikado 
Chinai, who in 193 a.u. tiet out at the htiad of his 
army for Kiuahiaf a reboUioa having broken out at 
KumaBo, ia that laland, Hi^ coura^ouus wife took 
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chip and IbUowod btm to tbc eost of war. On b«> 
ToyHgo Ihilher «hu ^toppod at ono of tbe ialQnds nf 
the Inland Sea lo oJTer worship lo the gods. And 
as *ho did eo the voice of the deity of the ahrino 
camo to hor care. 

'* Why do you troublo yoarsolf to conquer Ku- 
mar^o?" Hpokti lliti myHlerioua voice. ^^Tt is but a 
poor and barren spot, not worth yoLir labor nor tbe 
work of your army. Thoro is a t-ouotry, larger and 
ric-ber by fur, a land as lovd^' &a tbo face of a fair 
virgin, JuKKlingly bright with gold, Bilver, and raro 
colors, and nch with Ueaauree of every kind. Such 
a noble region ia Sbiraki [Coroa], Continue to wor- 
Bbip me, and this rich land sbttU be yours wilhout 
the sbtMiding of blood. An for Rumafio^ my help 
and tho glory of your conquest will cauBO it to 
yield." 

On jojoing the emperor, Jingu repeated to him 
the worda of tbe god, but Abe found in him a doubt- 
iirg listener. There wne & high mounlnin near tho 
camp, and to tbe aummit of thie he climbed and 
looked far out over tbe westward Bea. No land waa 
visible to hid eyes where ebe bad declared the rich 
TCfllm of Shiraki lay, and be was confirmed la hb 
doubts. On returning to her ho eaid, — 

<'l looked everywhere, and saw water nlone ; no 
kud was to be seen. In there a oounl.ry in tbti sky? 
If not, your words are false. And my ancefitoi'9 
worabipped nil the gods ; or if there are any they did 
not worship, I know them not. Why, then, should 
they not speak lo me?' 

"If ^ou credit ooly your doubtd/^ anawerod tho 
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god through Iho lips of tho empress, ^^aB'i dcclnro 
that there is no oounlry where I have enid atountry 
eiJBta, you blaspheme, and sliall never see Lhis land, 
bat ihe emprees, jour wifo, ehall have the gloiy of 

f conquest.'* 
Evea this waa not enough to overcome the doubts 
the emperor He was not rendy to boUove that 
> god could speak through a woman, and ruluaed to 
riak hia army on an unknown sea. On tho contrary^ 
ho lod it againf^t Kum£,ao, from which the rchcle 
^_di*o^e him back in dBfcat. Soon aflcr he died sud- 
^Hknly in camp, or, as uDme declare, waa blain in battle 
by an arrow, Takoaouchi, hi5 ministor, kopt his 
death a aocrol from Iho soldicre^ while the valiant 
Jfngu contfnued Ibe war and ^oon brought the rebel- 
^^on to an ojid, 

^B Tho death of the mikado had left tho poorer of 
^^BO state and the command of Lho army in tho handr^ 
^^f bifi wife, whe had ehown her valor aad ability in 
the coniueal of Kumoso. Hur mJnd was now fllltid 
^HritU tho promise of the ^^od and the hope of now 
M||^0i7 to 60 won beyond the eca. But first shn 
If Jtaued it wi«e to obtain further eigna from the 

celeatial powcrs. 

^^ Going to the shore of the eea, she baited a hook 

^B^ith a grain of rice aod threw it into tho water, 

^Biytng, ^' If a fish bo caught with this gi-ain of rJee, 

then the contiueet of a rich country ahull indeed bo 

^^ When she drew up the Ijoe, to hsr delipht &ho aaw 
a fifth on tho hook. " Mefizumsfiifit mono f" ("won- 
irful thingl'*}, alie oxclaimod, Tie wing the uiarvdl 
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fie ti Hura Rignal that Lhe goda approved Ler dedlgn. 
Ilcr vrorda havo been corrupt^ into Holau^;^ which 
h tbo numo of the place to Lhie daj', and horo, ovory 
yeiLr, at tho opening of the fourtb Jupanesi? mouth, 
tbe womi?ri of the vicinity go fiahing^ no nmn being 
pbrmitttid ti> cast in tboir linoa on that day, 

Tbe p'iQtib oniproBd, 06 if somo of tho double of 
the mikado hchd clung Lo bor mind, aought etill an- 
other sign from Lho godfi. She now let bar loDg 
hiiu- fall into tbe waier, ^yin^^ Ibat if tbe gods 
favorud ht'P doaignbor trctwoB would come out of tbo 
water dry and parted in two diviaiona, Agaiii tbo 
celo^LliLl poweiti hoard. Hor abundant black locka 
lofl tbe water dry and neatly piirted oa by a Gomb^ 

Doubt no bcgor troubled her ecu), Sho at onco 
ordorud the goncnda of tbe army to recruit new 
forcea^ build ships, acid prepare for au ocoau enter- 
priso. 

" On thia Toyage depends the glory or tho ruin of 
our ooiintry," she naid to them. ■' £ inlruat its dotaila 
lo you, and will hold you to blamo if anything goes 
ainian through lack of care. I am n woman, and am 
young. But I ahall undertake thia eotorpmet and 
go witb you disguiaed aa a man, triiaUng to you and 
my army^ and, above all, to r,he goda. If we are 
wise aud valiant, a wealthy (country ghal! be oura. 
If wo auccood, tho glory ehall be yours ; if through 
CTiL fonuee wc faJI, on me ahaU Ym all tho guilt and 
disgrace.' 

The ontbuaiaam of tbe empreea infected the com- 
manders, wbo promised hor their full support in her 
enterpriao, which waa by far tho greateat that Japan 
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had ever ventured upon. Tho fi^ipa were buill, but 
the ponia of tho voj&go frJ^btODcd Ihe people, tiad 
the army incroaeod bi.it Riowly. TrnpiLtienL at the 
dday, but with no ibought of gmng up ber toek, 
tbtj empress again appoiilod to tho gods^ A sbririo 
of puHficfttion wan built, JuatraiioDa woro uiadci, 
siii?rifices otTert-d, and prayers for Hpe^idy Hiiccces 
fiont up lo tbo culuatial hoats. The Kami, or goda, 
proved favorablo atllL Troopa dow cumo rapidly in. 
Soon a large nrmy was asaemblod and embarked, 
ftod alt wad nnidy for tho enitirprit^. It waa tbe 
yt.'ar 201 a.d., tho Brat year of tho third Christian 
coatuiy. 

JJDgu now iBBuod bor finAl orddra, to the fbllowing 
offftct: 

R** Tbore niust be no plundering. 
" DeepiBC Dot a few ecemios, and fear not many. 
" Give mijroy to tboae who yield, but do quarter to 
lue fltubborn. 

'^Tbo vieton ahall bo rovrarded^ deaertera aholl bo 
punjflbed/' 

Thou through her lipe tho gode spoke a^in; 
'•Th*3 Spirit of Peaeo will ulw»y» gnrdo and proloet 
you. Tho Spirit of War will guide your ahips aeroBs 
tho soaa,"' 

It muflt bore be remarlfod that the aDnals of Japan 
do not aaem to be in full harmony. In tho days of 
Sujiu the eivilizor, a century and u baLf oarlior. we 
aro told that there waa regular communication be- 
twooD Coroa and Kiushiu, and tbat a prince of 
Corea camo to Japan to live; while iho Btory of 
Jingu aeema to indicato that Corea was abaoJuiely 
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unknown lo the ielanders. Tbere were itoiio to pilot 
tliQ 9uct ncross the b&n^, and tbe i^enorala secmod 
ignorant of wliere Corea was to be found, or of tbo 
prnpGi" direction in which to Hteer. They lacked 
cbnrt und oompat'S, and bad only tbc BUn, tbo alars, 
and tbo flight of birds as guidcB. As Noah sent out 
birds from hia nrk to spy out the landj so they soot 
fiHhermen nhend cf ihe fleet, and with much the 
eaiue reault. The first of tbeeo niQsaengeni went fir 
lo Iho wcat, aud returned with the word that land 
WA6 nowhere to be eeen. Another meaaengvr was 
sent, and canu baek with cheering news. Od the 
western horizon he had seen the enowy peaks of 
distant mountjiina. 

Inspired by thia report, the adi'ejiturora sailed 
boldly OTi, The winda, the wavcfl, the currents, all 
aided tboir speed. The goda even aent ehoals of 
hiin;e Sahc3 in their w-ako, which heaped up the 
Wflvefi and drove thom forward, lifting the atoms 
and making the prows leap like living things. 

At length land woa aeeo by all, and with aliouU 
of joy they ran thoir ebipa ashore upon the beach of 
Southern Corea, The eun shone in all its splendor 
upon the .gallant hoHtf which larded speedily upon 
the tiew-found shores^ where it was marshalled in 
impopin^^ array. 

The Coronna eeem to hnve been &s ignorant of 
geography as the J;Lpftne«e. The king nf thia port 
of the country, bearing that a fitrange fleet bad come 
from the oast and a powerful army landed ou his 
ehorea^ was loet in terror and amafement. 

'* Who cau Lheae be, acd vrbence have they come ?" 
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to ciclairaed. *' Wc baTo novor beard of any coun- 
try beyond tho boqs. Have tho gode foraakon ub, 
and sonl this host 5f atraEigors to oar undoing?" 

Siicli was thi) fe&r of Lhc ^^^S that ba made no re- 
BJBtaQce to tbe invaders. Corean envoye wore sont 
tc thorn with tho white flage oF poaco, and tho 
country waa given up without a fight. The king 
ofTered to deliver all hia treorturea to ibe inv&dmg 
boat, agreed to pay tribute to Japan, and promised 
to furniah hoRtages in plodgo of hia good faith, Hia 
nobles joined with him in his oath. The rivcrH 
might flow backward^ tliey declared, or lie pebbleH 
in tbo rivor-beda leap up lo the stara, but tbey would 
never break their word. 

Jingu now set up WL-upona boforo the ^te of tha 
king in token of her aUKorainty and of the peftce 
'vhiob bad beou eworn. The BpoiJs won Eh>m the 
conquered land conalsted of eigbry ahipa well laden 
with gold and precious ^oodB of every kind the coun- 
try poeseflscd, while eighty noble Coreans wore taken 
Bfl boetogea for tbo f&itb of the king. And now, with 
blare of trumpet and olaah of wenpona, with ahouta 
of triumph and Rongs of praiao [g the goda, the fleet 
Bot aail for homo. Two montba had sufficed for the 
whole great onterpriae, 

Nine empresftoa in all have sat upon the throne 
of Japan, but of tbeao Jingu alone won martial 
reoown and gained a great place iu history. The 
Japanese have alwaye felt proud of this conquest of 
Coron, tho first w:ir in which their iLnnicH had goni) 
to a foreign country lo fight. They had, to use 
their common phraao, made " tho arms of Japan 

s 
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fihine beyond the eoaa," and the glory op ih© ex- 
ploit descended not only on tbo Amaaon quoen, but 
in greater measure npon her aon, who waa bora 
Hhoi'Liy nfLer her return to Jajian. 

The Jftpaneae have given more honor to tbifl son. 
Btili unborn when tho eonquosl wflB achieved, than 
to hia wflHike mother. Tt waa in him, not in his 
mother^ they declare^ that the Spirit of War residod, 
and be ia now worBhipped In Japan aa the god of 
"Waf, Ojin by name, be became a groat warrior, 
lived to be & hundTed and ten yearB old, and waa 
deified after bi^ dealk. Tbrougb all ihu centuriea 
eincfl he haa been werahippcd by the people, and by 
floldiora in particular. Some of the finest tomploa 
in Japan have been ereetei in h\n honor, and the land 
IB full of HhriiiGfl to this E&Btern Mara. Hq ia repre- 
Bontod with a frightful and ecowling countenance, 
holding in his arms a broad^ two-edged ewordn In 
ail perifrffl of Japanflse art a fevorlto auhjoet haa 
been the group of the anowy-bearded Tak^noHthi, 
tbo Japunei^e Methuselah, holding the infant Ojin in 
hie armft, while Jingu^ the boroio mother, etanda by 
in martial robea. 
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OuB journey through Japftiio«o hietory now takoB 
us ovor a wiili3 leap, a peHod of nearly a Ibouaacd 
years, during whir^h no event is on record of Btiffi- 
cient interest to call for apeciul attention. The 
annats of Japan aro in pome roapeots raioutfl, but 
only at long iotervala doea a hero of importance 
rine above the general level of onlmary mortals. 
Wo flball, therefore, paaa with a rapid troad over 
this long period, giving only iie general hieiorical 
trend. 

The oonqueat of Coreu w^ of high importanee 
to Japan. It opened tho way for a now civilization 
to flow into the long Uolntod ieland realm. For 
centiiriea af^erwnrdH Corea aerved as tbe chaniiel 
through which the arts nnd thoughts of Asia 
reached the empire of the mikados. Wo are told 
of envoyB bearing tribute from Corea of horsea, and 
of tailors, nnd Anally a echoolmnstci^ huing sent 
to Japan, The latter, Wani by name, is eaid to 
have introduced tho art of writing. Mulberry- trees 
were aOcrwards planted and Rilk-eulture was un- 
dertaken. Then came more tailors, and after tboui 
architects and learned men. At length, in the year 
6&Z, A party of doctors, antronoraera, astrologist^j 
and mathematioianH came from Corea to the Jap- 
anese court, and with them a number of Buddhist 

as 
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ml^moTiariafif who broQght a hgw roligion into tlko 
land. 

Tbu4 gradually tho artn^ Acieiicee, lettera, atiil re- 
ligiona of Asia mftdo their way ioto tho island king- 
dont. aiLd tho old lif<] of Japan was traneformod^ A 
wave of foreign /civilization had flowed acroaa tho 
MTaH to give new lifu and LhougUt to the inland pooplCt 
and tho progress of Japan fVom the baitari^tu of 
tho Far post towards tho civilisation of tho proBont 
day then fairly began. 

MeanwhilOj important (^lianges were taking place 
in tho govemraent. From the far-off days of 
Jimmu, tho firat omporor, until a century after 
Buddhism was introduced^ the mikadoe wcro tho 
aotnal rulerfl nf their jwople, Tho pakco wiw not a 
place of Boclusion, iho face of the monarch wae via- 
iblo to his Bubjecle, and he appeared oponly at the 
bead of the army and in tho afTaira of government. 
TliiB was the gulden age of tho imperial power^ A 
leaden ago was to succeed. 

Tho ehango began in tho appointment by Sujin of 
shogunH or gonorala over tho military dispailments 
of the government. Gradually two dif^tinct ollleiol 
caatea aroso, those in charge of ci\^il affaira and 
thoBO at the hoad of military operations. Aa tho 
importaneo of those offifials grew, they ittood be- 
tween the emperor and his subjects, ^efluding him 
more and more from the people. Tho mikado grad- 
ually becamo lost to view bohiod a ^reon of official- 
iem, which hid the throne. Eventually all the mili- 
tary power fell Into the hands of Lhc ahogutm, and 
the mikado '^aa oeoa no more at the head of hia 
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aroiy^ His poner decajed, aa be became to Ihe 
peopk rathor a distoDt deity thati a proaent and 
Active ruler. Tht^re arosa in time a double goTerO' 
nmnL, with two capituU niid oonti^ea of nuiliority ; 
tbe military casle becume dominant, auarchj" ruled 
for centanefl, tho omptre was broken up into a senea 
of feudfll proviDcea and baronies, and tbe unity of 
the poti^t wHA tiuuueecled by the division of authority 
i^hich cjiisted until for witbin tbe nineteootli cen- 
tury, Tbe fact that Iboro wore two rulers, in two 
capitalfl, gave tbe impri^ssion that there were two 
emperori^ in Jspaii, onir spiritual and one uecular, and 
when Commodore Perry reached that country, in 
lS03f he entered into a treaty with the atoguo or 
"tycoon/' the head of th« lailitary caste, urider the 
belief th&t hn waa dealing with tbe actual ruler of 
Japann The truth is, there has never boon but one 
emperor in Japaa, thu mikfido^ Hie power haa 
varied At times, hut he is now again rbe nt^tnal and 
vlaible bead of the empire, aud the bhoguas, who 
once lorded it ho mightily, have been swept out of 
esj^t^nce, 

Th!^ explanation la DeeesHary in order that roadera 
may underataad the peculiar conditioofl of Japanese 
biftlery, Gradually the mikado boeamo surrounded 
by a hedge of etiquette which removed him from 
the view of the outiir world. He no\'er appyured 
iu public, and none of hia subjecISf except hie wJvea 
and bia highest tnini»ter8f ever eaw hla faee. He 
Bal on a tbrone cf mats behfnd a curtafn, even hia 
feut not being allowed to touch the earth. If be Itifl 
the palut;e lo go abrottU in the cilyj the journey was 
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njode in a closely curtained cur dr&WD b; buJIockt^ 
To the people, the mikndo bQCamo like a doilj, bU 
uamv ^cred and iDTioIable^ his power in the hande 
of ihu boldest of bis nubjeeiH. 

Buddbl^ju bad uow bisf^orue ibe offidul religioD 
of tbo ompirCf pricF^t^ DLuUipliedT mcuaatorioB woro 
fuuiidodf and tbe court became tbe chief support of 
tliu Di^w faitb, the courtiarg KQaloualy atudyin^ tbe 
eiocred bookn qC India, while tha mikadu und his 
ciuprcse sought by ovory mcaaa ttj spread the new 
belief among their people. 

An emperor thus occupied could not pay Tnuch 
atteulion Lo ihodutivbof governmentTUQd ihc power 
of the civil niiniaLorflnnd military chiefs grew acconi- 
iiigly. The cuee "vvoa like tbat of tbe ^l^roviiigtan 
monarcbs of France and the Mayors of ihe Palate, 
who in time eutceeded to tbt* throufc. Tbe mikados 
began to abdicate after short reigns, to shaTo off 
their hair to sbow that they renounced the world 
and its vanities, to bef;onie monka and spend the re- 
mainder of their days in the cloiater. Thsse shorl 
reigns helped tbe shoguns and muiraters in their 
ambitious parposos, until la time the reins of power 
felt mtotbehandsof afew j^Teflt families, who fought 
Airiouely with one another for tbe controL It. is with 
tbe feuda of tbese families that we have aaw to dc< 
The mikadoe had sunk out of sigbt, be:ug regarded 
by the public with awe as spiritual emperors, whila 
their ministers rose into power and became tbfl 
Jeaders of life and tbe lords of events in Japan. 

Firtit among these noble faDiilies to j^ain control 
was that of the Fujiwara ^Wistaria meadow). They 
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w«re of po^al origin, and rose to leading power in 
the ytiar 645, wh«D KnmiLlari, the founder of the 
family, became rcge&t of the ciupirc. All ibe great 
offieos of tho ompiro in timo fell into tho hands of 
tbe Fujiwaraa: th&y married tboit dfloghtera to tho 
mibados, ^iirrounddd them with thdr udherentH^ and 
goroTDcd the empire in their name. In the end Ihay 
decided who ehould be mikado, ruled the country 
like miinarc'hB, aud beuime in efToot the prcpriotors 
of the throne. In their Htrong handH the mtkado 
Dank into a puppet, to move aa they pulled the 
et.rmgg. 

But iha Fujiwaras were not left to lord it nlone. 
Other great familiu8 sought n share of the power^ 
and tholr riv&Iry ofloo oodod in war and bloodahod. 
The most aneienl of theeo rivnlf* was tho fomily of 
the Sugnwarn. Greatest [n ihia family was the 
reuovraed Sugawara Hiehisan^f a polished courtier 
and famous scholar, whor^e talents raiaod him to the 
hlghoat poeition In tbe realm. Japan bad no mau 
of greater learning; his historie&L works beoame 
famouH, and eonie of them are still exiant. But his 
goniua did not aavc him from miBforluno- His rivaU, 
Ibe Fujiwnra, in tho end succeeded in having Lim 
banJshed to Kiuflblu, where, exposed to dfro poverty, 
ho starved lo death, Tliis martyr to official rivalry 
i» T]Ow worshipped in Japan as a deitj, tho patron 
god of htoraturo ocd letlcre. Templofl have boon 
erected to him, and studenta worship at hw shrine. 

At a later date two othor powi:rful families became 
rivals for the control of the empire aod added to tbe 
anarchy of the roalm. The first of tbeso was tha 
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T&ira family, fonndod 889 a.d^ whose membeiB at- 
tuned promiaence as great militpory chiefb. The 
second was the Hinamoto family, founded somewhat 
later, which roae to be a powerflil nval of the Taira, 
their rivatrj often taking the form of war. For 
centuries the goverameDtal and military hiatory of 
Japan was made op of a record of the jeaToiuies and 
dissensions of these rival fomilies, in whose hands 
lay war and peace, power and place, and with whose 
quarrels and struggles for power our next tales will 
he concerned. 



HO W THE TAIRA AND THE MINA- 
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Ih the fltrug^lo of the groat fitmilioe of Japan for 
preced^DCe, the lordd of the Fiijiwara held th« cml 
power of the ronlni, while the shoguna, or generals, 

tw&r& cboeen fVom tbe Tuira and Hinamoto ctaoH. 
Brod to armaf loading tbc armica of tbe ompiro in 
many a bard-fought war^ making the oamp their 
hojtie^ and loving bout Lbe trumpot-blant of battle, 
they became hardy and daring wairiora, the military 
CiiBto of Japan, While war continaed, tho sho^na 
were ocnteot to let tha Fujiwara lord it at court, 
therDselves prefi;rHrig the active laboT^ of the field 
Only when peace prevailed, and there were no eno- 
TQiea to conquer nor rsbob to fiubduo, did these war- 
Hora begin to long for (he spoils of pl&ce and to envy 
tbe Fujiwam thoir iJOwer. 

■ Chief among those thus tnovod by ambitioa was 
Kiycmori, the greatest of the Tairn lenders. Aa a 
boy be poesesBed a alrong frame and showed a proud 

■ Bpiril, wearing iinuHuaily high elogH^ whi4?h in Japan 
' indicator a diepoflition to put on lordly aire. Hia 

poaition ab the son of a soldier soon gavo him nn 
opportUDity to shew hia mettle. The seas then 
ewarratwi with plrotoa, who had become tlie acourga 
alike of Coroa and of Japan and wero making havoc 
among the mereanLile fleets. The ambittout^ boy, 
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full of warlike spirit, dentanied, when but eighU 
ycara f>r a.^^ to be acot QgiiiDfit tbeao occah pcdtd, 
^□d cruised agiLLaat Lheru in the Suwo KadE^ fi part 
of the Inland Sea. Here he met ard fcught a *ihrp- 
lo&d at tbe mor^t desperate of the buccaui^erH, cap- 
turing their TCBSel, flod thon attacking Lhcm Iq tboir 
plaoo of rofuge, which be do^troycd. 

For year* afterwards Kiyomori showed the 
greatest valor by laad and eeuf and in 1153, being 
tlkOD thir1.j-si;t jeara of v.^, he ancceeded hia fatbet 
as minifiler of juaUce for Japan. Up to this time 
the fkmilies of the Tuirn and the Minamoto had been 
friendly Hvalu in thu fiuld. Now thf^ir friead&bip 
came to an end and waa BUccccdcd by bitter enmity. 
In 1156 there were rival dairaantB for tho throoo^ 
une supported by each of thoBe great famiheB. The 
Taira party t^iicceeded, got^ poBsaaaioa of tho palace, 
and controUod tho omporor whom they had ralsttd to 
tho throne. 

Kiyomori soon attained the highest power in the 
realm, and in him the mililary i^aste first rose to 
pro-cm in on cOh The Fujiwara weic dopoaed, all tho 
high offlcoa at court were filled by his reUtivea, and 
he made himseJf the railitniy chief of the empire 
and iho holder of tho civil authority, the mikado 
being hut a creature of his wid. 

History at this point givee us a glimpse of a 
curious Htate of affairs. Go-Sbirawak&, ihe emperor 
whom Kiyuinori had rallied to tho thLviue i[i l]5l>, 
abdicated in 115^, shaved off his hair, and became a 
Buddhist monk, ppofesftin;;^ to retire iVora the 
within the huly eloi-itera of a uionaate ry. 
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nothing was farther From hla LhoijghtB. He was il 
man of immoral doairoe, and found bi8 post on tho 
throna a chfjok to the dcbaucheHea in which he 
wished lo indulge- As a monk he oxt'ivisud more 
power than he had done as a mikado, rotaining iho 
control ofatfairj} during thQ mgns of his son and his 
two grandsons. Tho rankfi and titlos of the empire 
wera granted by hlin wJlh a lavish Land, iiud thoir 
diflpoai^on was coclrollod by Kiyomori, his powerful 
oonfedoiutfl, who, in nddiUon to raiaing hin rolalived 
lo power, hold hlmsttlf several of Lho highbtil offices 
in the rootm. 

The poworof thoTuira family incroasod until sixty 
men of the clan hi>]d important po^t^ at court, while 
Lheir lamlu spread over Lhirty provinc^tnH, They hod 
Bpiendid pafncea in Kioto, the capital, urd in Fuku- 
wora, overlooking tho Inland SqIh Tho two sons of 
Kiyomori word made generals of high raok, and his 
daughter became wifii of the emperor Takahura, a 
boy cleTen yoara of age. Tho Tairn chief waa now at 
tho aummit of powor, and hia foos in the depths of 
diatrees. The Fujiwara, who had no military power, 
were unable Lo (jouLend with him, and hia moat 
dangeroua riva^ the Mianmoto.woro alaic or driven 
iLto exile. Yof^bitomo, the head of Ihir house, waa 
asaaaainated by a traitor brihod by Kiyomori, btti 
oldest Bon waa behoaded, and the others — whom he 
thought to bo Iho last of the Minamolo^woro either 
baaUhod or immured in munu^teriea. All the reins 
of power seemed to be in tho rognnt'H grasp, 

Tho 8tory ie here diyersified by a legend well 
worth repoating- One of tho Miuamoto, Tauietomo 
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by ikaroet waa an archer of miLTveJlouB powore. Hli 
strength was equal to that of fifty ordinary men, 
and fiuch wfiH the power of h'la right tu-rat wliich 
won shorter than his Icfl, that ho could draw & bow 
which four common archers could not bend^ and lot 
&y a shaft t^vc Ftiot long, with an onormoun bolt as 
itti head. This Japaa^^a Uerculuti was bauintec] from 
the court at tho iDStij^ation of the Taira, the muscles 
of hia arm wore cut, aod he waa aont in a cage (0 
Idzu. 

Escaping from hia gujurds, he fled to one of ihti 
smaUcr ialaada, and ramaLued in concealment until 
hia arm bad healed. Here the great arober became 
govijrnor of the peoplu^ and forbade them to pay 
trlhuta to tho throne. A fleet of boatfl was do- 
epatchod against him, but, standing oa the etrond, 
be Bont aa arrow hurtling through the timbers of 
the nearest veflsel and auak it beneath the wares. 
Then, shouting defiance to his foefl, he shut himself 
up ID bis bouae^ set flro to it, and periahcd ia the 
flamcH. But anothur legend relaUs thtt ho flod lo 
the Loochoo lalnnda^ where he became ruler and 
founder of their dynasty ofkiDge. On the Japancee 
greenback notes is a picture of tble migbty archer, 
who ifl shown gasping hia bow afteraijkking the abip. 

It waa the purpose of Kiyomoii to exterminale 
the family of bis foeu. Ia two icstances he wafi in- 
duced to let none of that family live, a leniency for 
which the Taira wai-e to pay bitterly in the end. 
The story of both the^e boys is f^ill of romance. 
We give one of Lhom here, reserving the other for 
A succeeding lalo. Yoritoiuo, the third son of Yoshi- 
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tomOt WAS twclvo 7oara of ago at tbo dato of bia 

falbcr'fl defeat and deulh. During the rtlreat the 
bay w&A sqiurHt^d fVorn IiIh conipjinicriH, and fdl 
into the hands of an officer of the oppnslto party, 
who took him aa pmo^icr to Kioto, tho capital 
Here the regent sonionced him to death, and the day 
For hi» execution woa fixed. Only the tender heart 
of a woman naved the life of ddq who wna doatincd 
to becomo tho avenger of hie father and friends, 

^^ Would you Uke to HvgT tho hoy's captor asked 
him. 

■'Yes,*' he replied; "my &tber and mother aro 
both dead, nod who but I can pray for their tappi- 
nc6B in the world to come?" 

The foelingH of the officer were touohod by this 
reply, and, hoping to eav© the boy, ho told tho 
story to the atop-mothor of Kiyomon, who was a 
Buddhiet nun. The filial piety of tbo child affoolod 
her, and she wan deeply movod when tho officer said, 
"YoriUnoo is much like Prince Uma." 

Uma had boon her fuvorito son, one loved and lont, 
and, her mother'^ heart stirred to its dcpthn, she 
sought Kiyomnri and heggad him to npare the boy's 
life. Ho waa obdurate at firat, worldly wi»dora bid- 
ding him to romovQ the last scion of his foes, but in 
the end he yielded to his mother'a prayer and eon- 
Honled to spare tho (ihild, cortdemniiig hltn, how- 
evcr^ to distant oxile. Thirt fioflne«s of hetirt he was 
bitterly to rogret* 

Yoritonno was banished to the province of Idzu, 
where he woa kept under close giiai'd by two oMeors 
of the Taira. Ue was adviaed by a friend to shave 
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off his hair and be(?ome a moDk, but a rAiihfnl pier- 
T&nt who altondcd him counpoltod bim lo keep bia 
hair &nd await wiih a br&ve hcftrt wbnt the futnr« 
might bring fnrtb. The Ihjj was shrewd and pos- 
aeaned of high flolfcontrol. None of tho romftining- 
followorp of his father dari>d comraunicatP with him, 
God Qii4^miea surrounded him, yet he refitraiDed all 
display of reding^ was patient under provocation, 
cflpablo of great endurauce, and bo winning iu man- 
ner thnt bo gaLQod the osteem eveQ of the ooemice 
of biB family. 

The Blory of Toritomo's eourtflhip and rnarrTflgo 
15 otio of much interest, IIojo TokimoMi, a noble 
with royal blood in hja voina, had two daughtora. tho 
elder being of not^d beauty, the younger lacking jn 
personal charmn. Tlie exiled youth, who wished to 
ally himself to ihifi powerful house and was anxioufi 
to win tho motbere favor in his suit, was prudent 
enough to choose the homely girl. Ho sent her a let' 
terj afikifig ber barid in marriagej by hi» sen^ant^ but 
the latter, who had ideas of his own and preferred 
the beauty for hiB master's wife, destroyed tho letter 
and wrote another to Hasngo, the older daughter. 

Thut night the homely siater had a dreara. A 
pigoon aeemed to fly to her with a box of gold in ita 
beak. She told her Tiaion to her sifiter, whom it 
deeply interested, aa e^eming to be a (okea of some 
good fortune looming. 

" I will buy your dream," ebe said, " Bell it to me, 
and I will give you my toilet mirror in exchange. 
Tho prieo I pay is little/' sbe repeated, using a com- 
mon Japanese phrase. 
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The honii?l7 Bieter willingly marl<i tho exchange, 
doubtlesfl pr4>ferring a mirror to a. dream. But eho 
had bflrdiy done ao wheti tho moMougor arnvod with 
the Ivtfor be had proparod, Maaai^o gladly a^i?opted, 
alreadj being well inclined towards the handHome 
joiitb^ but ber father bad meanvrhile promised her 
hand to another suitor, and refused lo broak bis 
word. The marriage waa solemuizod. But an on- 
daratanding had been reached bt-tween the lovcra, 
and eartj on the wedding-night Masago eloped with 
the wailing youth. In vain tho hiiabocd eought For 
the fleeing pair. The fkther, seemingty angry» aided 
him fn hi** pearrh, though really glad at the bvore' 
flight. He much proforrod Yoritomo, though he had 
becD bound by hia wordn and in later yeara bo be- 
came one of bis ableu partiaans. M^asago roB« to 
fame in Japanese hiatury. aided in the HubitetjueTit 
triumph of her spouse, and did much l« add to the 
splendor and dlgDity of his court. 

During this period Kiyomori waa making ene- 
mies, and ID lime became RO [nnnleat and overbear. 
ing that a conepiracy was rorojod for hie overthrow. 
At tbe head of tbia waa one of tho royal priuceii, 
\cho engaged Yoritomo id the plot The youag ex- 
ile aenl out agenU right and lefl to roaae the dis- 
contentodp Many were won over, but one of thoin 
laughod the Bchemo to scornn saying, '^ For an OKile 
to plot aga[[iBt the Taira in like a mouBe ptoitirg 
sgainat a cat.'* 

Bui a conapiracy Cftcaot be killed by a laugh, 
Toritomo waa Boon in the field at the bead of a body 
of followen. A fierce fight took place in the moun- 
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taitiG^ in which tho young robcl fought bravoly, bal 
was dcfoDtGd und forced to dee for hin life. PiirAUil 
"wae aharpf and hoosc&ped onljr by hiding in & balbw 
lo^. Ho aflorw&rds roachod a tempJo and conooalcd 
himself in tbe priests' wardrobe. At length he aue- 
oeeded in croaaing the Bay of Yado to Awa, on its 
northnm side. Horo ho found fnendSf sunt out 
mgontSj ond wab not long in gnthoring o. now army 
from Iho old frietidn of the Ulnamoto and those who 
hated tbe tyrant. To a fi3w montha ho was at- tha 
bend of a largo and woll-drillod forcoi with many 
noted goncrnle in command. The country wae fer- 
tile and food abundant, and day by day tbe army 
hot^amo l&rgor. 

Cut tho Taira wer© cot idlo> Kiyomon quickly 
gathored a large army, %vhiDh he Bent to put down 
the robellion, and the hOBllLo foroea came faco to 
ihte on opposite nidos of the Fuji River, the awiflest 
etream in Japan. Between them rolled tbe impetuous 
flijod, which noithor parly dared to oroaa in the faca 
of the foe, the most they could do being to glare at 
one another acroaa the Btroam. 

The story goes that one of tho Taira roon^ knowing 
that the turn of tbe tide would favor their enemioe, 
went to the ri^op flats at night and stirred up tba 
focksof wild fowl that rested there. What he hoped 
to gain by this la not very clear, but it told against 
hie own side^ for the noiae of tho flocks wna thought 
by tbe Taira force to be due to a nigbt attack from 
their foes, and tbey flod in a sudden panic- 
After this bloodlesa victory Yoritomo returned to 
bifl obofiQD place of residence, namod KamakurOj 
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where he hegaD to buUd v. ctlj thui ehould rival the 
CDpital la ^\1G and importanct^, A hoet of buildera 
Acd laborera was set at work, the deatte thickcle were 
dearoil away, aiid a new towu rapidly flpmtig up, 
with atreeta lined with dwellings and abop?. etore- 
bonaea or food, imposing tuniplcs, and tordlj man- 
inriH. ThuanvJIa rang marril^ an the armorers Ibrged 
■weapons for (bo troops, merchants sought the now 
city with thoir goodEi, heavily ladoa boats flocked 
iiDto ita bflrbor, and almost as if by magic a great 
ity, tbe destined capital of tbe shoguns, rose fhsm 
the £elde. 

The sito of Ramaktira had beon woll chosen. It 
laj- in a valley facing the open sea, while in the roar 
ae a somicircle of precipitous hilla. Through Iheae 
roadways were cut, which might easily be defended 
against enemies, while offering free accons to friends. 
The power of tbe Minamoto had suddenly grown 
ogftin, aad the Taira saw ft-onting them an aeti'vo 
and vigorous fue where a year before all had seemed 
tranquil and the land their own. 

To the proud Eiyomori this wae a bitter draught. 

He fell aick unto death, ^nd the high ofGciala of the 

pire gatbtired round his bed, in mortal fear lest he 

whom they owed thoir power ebould bo swept 

y. With his last breath the vindictivo old ohief 

utlered invectives against hln fooa. 

" Afy only regret is that T ani dying," ho said, 

■and have not yet seen the head of YoHtomo of the 

iaamoto. After my dooeaae do not make offeringa 

Buddha on my account; do not read the sacred 

books. Only cub off the head of YorJtomo of the 
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Minamoto and hang it on ray tomb. Thin is my solo 
commaLd- aee lltaL it be faithfully purfurmed." 

Tbia order was not deatinod to be carried onL 
Toritorao waa to die peacefully* elcTen ycar& aftor- 
warda, in 1199, with his head aa^fe od hia gboulders. 
TetbiB bedehamhor was Dightly guard od, leat traitors 
ahouid take his life, while w&r broke out fVom oud to 
end of tho ompiro. Kiyomori'e iaet words Bceraed to 
have lighlod up ite flames. Step by alep the forces of 
Toritomo HdyHnced. Victory folJowod their baTiDere^ 
ond the foe wont down in death. At length Kioto, 
the capital of the mikado, waa rcaohcd, and foil into 
their hands. The Taira fled with the young mikado 
and his wife, but bin brothei" woa prot^lninied mikado 
in bb stead, and all the treastires of the Taira fell 
iato ths riotors' hands. 

Though the power of Yoritomo now eeemed aa- 
BUred, he had a rehDllion in bia own ranka to meet. 
UU cousin Yoahinakjh, the leader of the conquering 
army, wafl bo awoUca with pride at hts succoBa that 
be foi^eed the court to grant him the bighoat military 
title, imprisoned the old ei-mikado Go-Sbirfl.kBwa, 
who had long been tha power behind the throne, bo- 
headed the Bu.ddbiBt abhota who had oppoaed hira, 
and acted with fluob rebellioua insolence that Yori- 
tomii had to send an army agiiinsl him, A battle 
took place, in which he waa defeated and killed. 

Yoritomo waa now eupretne lord of Japan, tbo 
mikado, for whom he acted, being a mere tool in hla 
hands. Yet one great eonflict had Miill to be fuught 
by the shogun'a younger brother, whose romantic 
Btory wo have noxt to toll 
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YoELTOMO wAH not the only non of tho Minamoto 
Ghief wbotn Ibti tyi'antp lei live. Thisra was another, 
A more b&bo at the time, nho bccamo a horo of chiv- 
ftlry^ and wboae life has ever aince been tbe beacon 
of houor niid knightly virLue to tlio youth [>r Jajian 

Whoa ToflbiloiDfj fled from h ifi foea after his defeat 
in 11&9, there went with him a boautifiU 3'oung pooe- 
Aat girlj nnmed Totiwa. whom he hiul de<?p!y loved, 
And wbo bad barre bim three children, nil boya. 
Tbe chief was murdered by three aaaaaains hired by 
bis Tue, and Tokiwa Bed with her children, fearing 
lest they also ahould be akin. 

U waa winter. Snuw deeply covered the ground. 
Whither she should go or bow abo should live the 
poor n^other knew not, but ehe kept on, daaping ber 
baho to hi^r broimt, whi1<i her two littlo anna Irudgod 
by her side, the younger holding her hand, the older 
carrying hia Inther'a eword, whiah she had taken ae 
th« laat relic of her love. In the end the Seeing 
woman, half frozen and in peril of 8tarvatiou, was 
rael by a soldier of the army of her foea. Her 
pitiable coiidition and the hclplosaness of her ohiL- 
dren tnoved him to compassion, and ho gave her 
ahelter and food. 

Her flight troubled Kijomori, who had hopod to 
dofltroy tbe whole family of bLs foe^, and had ^^tbd 
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strict orrlors for hor rapture or death. Not buing 
ablo to discover bor placo of retreat, ho cc^nc^ivcd o 
piftn wliph ho felt euro would bring hor witbin 
hU pnwer. In Jnpan nnd GhlnR aUke afFeeiion for 
j^mrc'ritn in held to bu the hig^er^l ilutyof a cbiKI, tha 
baflul D[oriiont of tho anciont rcligioa of both those 
lands. Ho therefore Boised Tokiwa'j* mother, fooling 
sure that filial duty would bring her to Kioto to aavd 
ber motbor's life. 

Tokiwa hoard that her mother was held as a host- 
age for her and threntetmd with donth italosa eho, 
wUh hor cbildroo, should oome to her relief Thu 
poor woman wan in au agony of doubt, Did she 
owo lLo gn^aioat duty to her mothofn or to her chil- 
dron? Could abo dt^liver up her babes to death? 
Yet eould she abandon her mother, whom she had 
been taught as ber fir^t and htgheBt duty to guard 
and rovere? In this dilomma ahe conceived a plan, 
Her beauty was all ebo poaBoasedi hut by its aid 
aho might sofleo the hard bean of Kiyomon and 
save both her mother and her thildrcn. 

9uccoH6 followed her devoted elTort. Reaching the 
oapitaliTokiwaobtainodan audioncowith the tyrant, 
who was BO fitruek with her great beauty that he 
wiabsd to make her bis miatrcsa, AtfirstsherelVisod, 
but her mother bogged her with toare to consent, and 
abe finally yielded on Kiyomori'a promif^o that ber 
ehildren ehould be spared. Thia mercy did not please 
iht* fViends of the tyrant, who insistod that tba Iroys 
ahould be put to death, fearing bo let any one live 
who bore the bated name of Miuamoto. But the 
beauty of tbe mother and hor tearful pleadings won 
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the ijTMint's coTi8ent,fln(i hersaerificu farhert'hildrea 
wart Tiot la vain. 

The j-ouDgost of the thrco^ Ibo labo whom Toklwa 
^^ had borne in hex arms id her flight, grew up to bo 
^kft healthy, mddy -cheeked boy, btobII of Htature, but 
fiery and impetuous iu oplrit, Kiyomori had uo in- 
ieDtioD, however, that these boja abould bo left at 
liberty lo cause him trouble in the future. When of 
proper tig& he setit ihem to a motiHStery, ordering 
that they dhould be brought, up uts pricHtti. 

Tho elder boya ootiaontod to this, aufforing Ihoir 

» black hair to be abaved off and tho robea of Buddhist 
neophytes to be put on them. But Yoshiteune^ the 
youjtgeRt, had no fancy for the lifo of il monk, and 
rofuaod to lot tbo raeor come near hia hair. Though 
^■dweiliug in tbo monautery, be wae eo inorry and aolf- 
MTJiled that hi9 prankH caused znut^b gcandal, and tho 
piouB bon£i!H knew not what to ilo with this young 
ox, as they calJetl the irrepreflslble boy. 

As Yoeliitsuno grew older^ hia dustaste at the dul- 
ness of his Eife in the otolater inoi-eaaed. The ^?ara 
in the norths word of which penetrated even thoHo 

I holy walH inepjrod hia ambition, and he dotcrmiaod 
in some way to eueape. The opportunity to do uo dooa 
ftroae. Tritdera (Vom the ontt^r world made their 
way within thct monaatery galea fur purpoeeH of biiai- 
ness, and among tbceo waa an iron -merchant, who 
was used to makiug tVequent journoyti to the uorth 
of the island of Hondo to obtain the fine iron of 
^■the celebrated itiiiiea of that region. Tho youth 
^" begged this iron-morchant to tnko him on ouii of hia 
journeyuj a rqijueat which ho at firat refuaod, through 
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(earot ofiendiog the pneatfl. But ToabJteaD« in- 
eiatod, saying that thoy would bo glad ODOUgh to be 
rid of hlnij and the trader at length oonsentcd. To- 
hhitfliine was right : tha prieals woro Tory well stitis- 
£ed io liMLrn thnt he had taken hlmfiiiir o€t. 

On the journey the youthM noble gave proofs of 
remarkable valor and strength. He aei^ed and held 
piiaoner a bold rohbi^r, and on another occajiion 
Lolped to defend the house of a man of weidth from 
an attack by robbera, fivo of whom, be killed^ Those 
&nd other exploits alarmed a friend who was wltb 
hrm, and who bade bJm lo be ciireful lest the Taira 
should hear of hb doings, learn who he was, and kill 
him. 

The boy at length found a home with the pricoe 
of AfutaUj a nobleman of the Fujlw^ra clan. Here 
bo Hpent hift doya in ntilitfiry oxeri:iSL*8 and tbe 
cbo^e, and hy the time ho was twonly-one had 
gained a reputation as a eoldier of great valor and 
(tonAUQiTnate akill, and aa a warrior in whom ibe true 
spirit of chivalry eeemed inborn, A youth of sucb 
honor, virtue^ courage, nnd martial tiro Japan had 
rarely known. 

. I u ihe war L-hat hoou orcue between Yoritomo and 
tbe Taira the youthful Bayaiil serred bb brother 
weli Kiyomori, in epanng the sons of the Mina- 
motochier, had left ali'^e the two ablest of ull who bore 
thut namo. So groat were tbe skill and valor of tbe 
young wan'ior that his brother, on tho rebellion of 
Yoshinaka, made Yoahitaune commander of tbe army 
of the weiit, and sent btm agaiusl the rebeUioua gea- 
eral, who was quiokly defeated and nlaiu. 
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But the Taira, tliough they had btseo JriveQ IVom 
oapital, bad still iminy adhcrocta in tbo land, and 
«jLrneBtly endcavortDg to raise ai: aroaj m tbo 
Boutb and weal. Uii fortunately fcr tliein, ihey bod 
er to deal with who knaw theTi^lue of celerity. 
iUane laid siege to the fortiGod palace of Fuku- 
wara, witbln whicb tbe Taira leaders lay Entrenched, 
and pushed tbe uiege wiLb Hiich energy that in a 
abort ttme (he palace wah tak«n and in flamea^ 
Those who eacaped fied to the caatle of YfkihiDia, 
wbjcb their active enemy alae besieged and burned. 
As a laHt rei\igQ the Tairu leadera made tlieir way to 
the Straita of Shimonoseki, whore they bad a large 
fleet of juDkB. 

Tbe final atruggle in this war took place in tbe 
fourth month of the year II SB. Yuehitftuiie bad with 
all laate got together a fleet, and the two armies now 
afloat, mot on tbe waters of the strait for the greatest 
naval battle that Japan had ever known, Tbe Taira 
fleet conaiated of five hundred A'etuelti, whfc'h held 
not only the fighting mon^ buL their niotherH, wives, 
And cbildrea, amon^ them tbe dethroned mikado, 
ft child 6Jx years of age. The MinamoLo fleet waa 
composed of seven bundred junks, eontaining none 
but men. 

In tbe bnttle tbat followed, the young leader of the 
Hinarooto showed tbe highest intrepidity. The tight 
began with a fit-rce onset from Ihe Tuira, which drove 
bikck their foe- With voiee nnd e^rample Yor^hitaune 
encouragod his men. For an intervnl the combat 
lulled. Then Wad a, a Quted archer, eh ot an arrow 
which struck the junk of a Taira cUiaC 
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" Slioot il bacV 1" cried tbe chief. 

Ad archer plucked it from the wooil. fitted it td 
hifi bow, and let it fly at the Minamoto Uoet, Tho 
shoft gra.i«d the helmet of one wornor aad pierced 
the breast of auutlier- 

" Shoot it back !" cried Yoehitiuad 

" It ie ahort and weak," «aid WaJa, plucking it 
from the dead man's breoat Taking a longer ihtft 
from hia quiver^ ho shot it with such force and sure- 
noaa of aim that it paeaod through tbe armor and 
floah of the Tflim bowman and foil into the flea 
beyond. YoNhitwtm^ emptied hiu quiver with eiinilar 
skill, each arrow finding a victim, and Boon the tide 
of battle turned. 

Trejwon aided the Miodmoto in thoSr vjctoiy. In 
tbe refiBol conLalniug tbe son, widow, and dnugbier 
of Kiyomorif and the young mikadoj waa a frieud of 
YoflhitsuQo, who had agrood upon a signal by which 
this Junk coald be known. In Lbo hoight of the 
atruggla the signal appeared. Yofibitsune at once 
ordered a number of captains to follow with their 
boata, and bore down on this conlral vefisel of the 
Taira fleet. 

Soon tbe devoted teasel waa auirounded by bosiila 
junks, and armed men leaped in numbers on its 
deck, A Taira man sprang upon ¥osh[t5und, sword 
in hand, but he saved hb life by leaping to another 
junk, while his Bsaailant plunged to death in tbe 
encrimaoned waves. Down went the Taira nobles 
before the sworda of their assaitanta, Tbe widow 
of Siyomon, determined not to be taken alive, seized 
the youthful m ikado and leaped into tbe sea^ Muds- 
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mori, EiyoEDori's Bon and the hc&d of the Taim 
hoOBo, was t&kon, with many Qobloa iind ladioa of the 
court. 

Still the bfLttto weitt an, Ship after ship of the 
fleet, their didea crujrihed hy the prowa of their 
m«Qtt», Buuk beikcath tbo rodjenod wutora. Obhere 
were boarded and Bwept clear of dofcuders by Iho 
sword. Hundreds poriahed, women and children an 
Wbll jxa nitin. Huudruda more were takuii c&ptive. 
Thc wfitore of the sea, that mornlDg olear f^nd 
eparkling, wore now the color of bloody and the 
pride of tbe Taira clan lay buried beneath the 
wavee or were caat up hy the unquiot w^tturs upou 
tho etrand. With that fatal day the Taira TanJohed 
from the sight of men, 

Yoritomo gave tbe cruel order that no mule of 
that hated family should be k^fl alivi^, and armeJ 
murderers aought them out o?er hill and taIo, alayiDg 
romoreoleBBly all that could be traced. In Kioto 
many boy children of Ibo elan wore found, all of 
whom ware sUiji, A few of the Taira oanie escaped 
Irod the fleet and fl«d to KiuBhiu, where they hid 
in the lurking-places of tbe mountains, There, in 
poverty and pride, their doBCendanta fltill survive, 
having remained iinkni>w~n In the depthti of Lbeir 
covert until about a century ago. 

The fltory of YcBhitBUne, whjoh began in eueh 
glorj', ends in treachery and ingratitude, Yoritomo 
envied the brother to whose valor his power was 
largely due. Hatred replaced tho love which ehould 
have filled hie heart, and he was ready to believe 
any calumny against tho noble young floldfer. 
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One KojiwarB, a military fldviflor in th« wmy, 
grew ineeDfied at ToshiUune for actiQg against 
his advicre, und hiLBttinoiI to Yoritonio wilh lies and 
slandora. Tli« sbogun, too ready to bcliuTe tliese 
BtorieB, forbadt^ YoBhiUiin6 to ootor tbo city on his 
retarD with the Bpoila of \ictory. The youthf^ 
victor wrote him a touching letter, which is »till 
o&taut, rocouating hia toils &ad daTtgeris, and appeal- 
iug for justico and the clearance Irom auepicioD of 
bia fkir fame. 

Weary of waiting, he went to Kioto, where he 
found himself pursued by aesaj^ains^ He escaped ioto 
Yamato, but was agaio pursued- Once more he os- 
cap<3d and coneoalod hJrasolfTbut spies traced him 
out and the aon of his host tried to murder htm. 

What finally became of the hero is not knowo. 
The popular bolief is (bat he killed himscif with hie 
own hand] nfter slaying hia wife and children. Some 
believe that he eacapiwl to Yezo, where for years h« 
dwelt among the AinoSf who to-day worship his 
spirit and have erected a ehrine over what they 
claim to be his grave. The preposterous story ia 
evon advanced that he Qed to A^ici and became the 
groat Mongol conqueror Genghis Khan, 

Whatever becamo of him^ his came ia immortal in 
Japan, Every Japanese youtb looks upon the youth- 
(III martyr as the ideal hero of hia rune, his form 
and deeds are glorified in art o&d eong, and while a 
martial thought survivoe in Japan the name of thia 
Bayard of the islaiid empire will be revered. 





Uhdbb the rule of Yoritomc Jap&tk bad two capi- 
tals and two goverrmt^nlfjj the ntikA^It^ ruling at 
KiotOf the shoguQ at Kamakura^ tho magalflcent 

tcit^ nhich YcriloniD had fouiidod. Tbo gr\Mi f&\ni]y 
of ths MiDfimoto n&fl now aupremc^ all its rji^alu 
b^in^ do^itroyed. A upQcial ta.x fnr the Hupport of 
the troops yielded o large revenue to iho shoguas^ 
courts were catablidhcd at Kainakara; tbo piieats, 
who had made much trouble, were di^riacKlj a 
poweT^ul pBrmanent army wan efltiibliHlie^! ; a mili- 
tiiryuliief wOA plaeud ia each province hoaide tha 
^Kivil ^vemor^ and that mililaiy govoriiineot waa 
founded which for neaHy fieven centnnt?s robbod tha 
mikado of all but the Bemblant'e of [lower. Thus it 
«am« that tho abogun, or tbu tycijou an he ailer- 
wards Damcd himsulf, appeared to bo UiQ oniporor of 
Japan. 

We have tuld bow Yoritomo, oinie a poor esilo, 
liocamo the ]ord of tbe empire. Aftur conquering 
%\l hia enemies be visited Kioto, where he aatouished 

»lhe court of the mikado by the sploiidop of his 
rcHnue nod the ruugni Lit' voce of hia military HhowH^ 
athletic gatite»t and ceremonial banquets. The two 
rulora cxebanged ibe <*o»tliedt prescDts, the oniporoT 
conferred all authority upon Ibo general, and when 
Toritomo rolurned to bis capital city be bt>ld iu hia 
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eootrol tho mlitig powor of the raalm. All goaorak 
wore called flhoguna, but he wsa the sbogur, hU title 
being Bei-j Tai Sho^ati ( Bar bur iiin-HQbjuga ting Great 
GonoraH. Tliough really a Taiifiiil of iho empen>r, 
he wicJdod the powor of the Qmporor bimsolf, and 
from 1192 until 1868 ih& mikndoB were insignificBot 
puppets and the ahogune Lbe real lorJa of the hind. 
Suck Wfifi the atrange progress of pollticat eTolutioc 
in Japaon The mikadD wEis etill emporor, hut the 
holders of thia title lay buried in sloth or roligioua 
fauaticLsm Qud let thetr subordinates rule. 

And now wo havo another story to tell concern- 
ing thia fitrango political evolution. As the shoguns 
becnme paramount over the mikados^ so did the 
Hojo, the regentfl of the shoguna, become poramouDt 
over thorn, and for nearly one humlrod and fifty 
years these vossnla of a vassal were the virtual oni- 
perora of Japan. Thia condition of afTaira gEves & 
curious complioatjon to the history of that country. 

In a prsvioua tale it baa been said that the father 
of Mftflajro,tho beautiful wife of the exiled prince, was 
Tiam^d HoJD Tokimnsa. He was a man of ability and 
Kns much esteemed and trusted by bis son-in-law. 
After the death of Yorltomo and the accession of 
hifi Bon, Tokimaea became chief of the council of 
Btate, and brought up tbu young sbogun In idleness 
and dlsoipation, wieldiug the power in his name. 
When the boy reached manhood and began to show 
ambition to rule, Tokimosa had bim exiled to a 
tf^mpte and Fioon after aHHasmuiLted. Hia brother, 
then twelve yesra old^ su(!eeeded as shogun. He 
cored nothing for power, but much for enjoymont, 
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the Hojc let him live his life of pleasure whtio 
tbcy held the control of affaire. To iho enJ h\3 was 
laurdered by th« eon of the alain sbogun* M'ba w&r4 
in biB turn killed by a soJdior, and IhuB the fELniily 

I of Torilomo b^eame extinct. 
From thBt Lime forward tho Hojo coTitinned pro- 
emineDt. They wore able men, and govornod tb« 
country well. Tho shognns wore chosen by tbem 
fh>ni tbe Minamoto olan, boya being flolected^ florne 
of them but two or tliree yeara old, who wore de- 
posed afl soon £u» tbey etowtd a dcfiiro to ruton Thu 
Bamo was the case with tho mikadosi who wore also 
creaturoa of the Hojo elan. One of them who bftd 
b«en depoged rained an army and fouglil, for hU 

Hpliroiie. Ho was dcfoatcd and exiled to a diatattb 

^'inonastory. Othora woro dcpoaod, and neither mi- 
kadofl nor ahogune wore permitted to reign oxoept 
aa piipptita in tha h&ndaof tbo powerful regents of 

^^the realm. 

^P None of the Hojo over olmmod the office of 
ihognn. They were oontont (o ecrvc aa iho power 
behind the throne. As limo went on, tho usual 
reAultof Hucb a atate of aff't^Jra nhowed iLsolf The 
able mou of tho Hojo family wore followed by weak 
find vicious onen. Their tyranny and mi^OTorn- 
mnnt grow unbearable, Tbey gave LhemHolvoB up to 
lu;(UTy and debauchery, oppresHed iha puoplo by 
taxes to obtain meana for their costly pleasures, 
and crushed beneath thotr opproseive rule the em- 
peror, the HhogUTi, and the people alilco. Their cup 
of vice and tyranoy at length ovorflgwed. The day 
tfiE retribution waa at band. 
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Thfj son of the mikodo Go-Baigo 'was the 6rflt lo 
rebel, HU pinna wero discovered by spie«, and hu 
fhther ordored him lo roLire to jl monMtciy, in 
which, however, fao continued to plot ro^eogc. <!o- 
Paigo bimaolf nest atruck for the power of which 
he posBeRsod but the name. Securiog the aid of 
the BuddliiBt |ii'i«^tf4. he fortified Kosagi^ a strong- 
hold in Yauiato- Hg fuiled in his effort To the 
following year (1331) an army attacked and took 
Kasa^, aod the emperor was taken prisoner and 
banished to Oki. 

Connected with his exile is a atory of ranch 
dramatic interest. Whilo Go-Daigo was being borne 
in a palanquin to his plaoe of banUhment, tinder 
a guard of HolJiara, Kujima, a young noble of hla 
party, attempted his roacue. Galbering a party of 
foMowora, he occupied a paaB in tho bills through 
which he expected that the train would make its 
way, BuL another paii8 was taken^ and he waited in 
Tain. 

Learning their mietako, his foilowora, disheartonwi 
by their failurOj deserted bim. Bui the faithful raeeal 
oautloualy foKowod the train, making various efforts 
to approach and whisper hope to the imperial exile. 
He A^as prevented by tho vigilance of the gnard, and 
£naJlj, 6ndjng that either rescue or t^peecb u^aa hope- 
lens^ he hit upon a plan to batQe th(t vigilance of the 
j^uarda and let the emperor know that friends were 
etill at work in his behalf. 

Under the ehadowti of night he secretly entered 
the garden of the inn where ihe party was resting, 
and there ecraped off the outer bark of a cberr/' 
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tree, laying bare the smooth 'nbfle layer within. 
On this he wrote the fbllowing starza: 



While Hkurvl AtiU lira. ' • 



^B The next nioram^ the soldiers notirrad tha writing 
on the tree. Carious to le&rn ita meanings but un- 
able to read, Ihej showed it to their pHfioncr, who, 
beiog fomiliar with the qiiotaUoD^ caught, with au 
impute of joy, lt« concealed sigoificanue. KoBon 
was an ancient kingof Chioji who had been deposed 
and made prisoner, but was afterwards restored to 
power by h'ln faithrul follower Hanrei. Glad to learn 
that loyal TriondA v/er*i Ai^king hm ruli^ar^e, the um- 
peror went to hie locely exile with renewed bope, 
Kojima afterwards died on the battle-Geld duHag the 
war for the restoration of the exiled mikado. 

But another valiant aulJior was fioon in the field 
in the Interest of Lhe exile. Nitta Yoahisada. a eap* 
tain of the Hojo forces, had boon sent to besiege 
Ensunoki, a Taasal of Ibe mikado, who hold a strong- 
hold for his imperial Lord. Nitta, roused by con- 
science to a aouso of bis true duty, reAieed to fight 
againet the emperor, descried from the army^ and, 
ohtaining a commiBaion from Go-Daigo's Bon^ who 
was concealed in the morintoine, he roturred to hla 
naUve place, raided tlie standard of revolt agaibflt 
the HojOf and soon found bimaelf at the head of a 
conaiderabte force. 

Ic thirteen days after raising the banner of revolt 
in favor of the mikado he reached the vicinity of 
Kamakura, acting under the advice of his brother^ 





84 



HlSTCBtOL TALRB> 



^ho ci^uneollcd him to board the lion in hfa dec. 
The tyranny of the Hojo had spTOad far at^d wide 
thi3 fipi'rit. of rebolliun, iiud llioti^atidtj flo(rked to ib^ 
HtflTukrd of the young gooeml, — a long whilo pen- 
nant, noar wbOBo top were two bops of blaok, and 
unrfer tbem a eircle biaectod with a zone of t»)ack. 

On the evij of the day fiied. for iha attack on the 
city, Nitta atood on the ficfl-shore in froot of his 
army, before him tbo oooan with blue ielandta vialble 
afar, behind bim lofty mountain peatcfi, ohief among 
them the lordly Fumyama. Here, romoyfng bia 
helmet, he utterocl tho foUowing words: 

^*Our hcavoDly son [tho mikado] haa boon deposed 
by his traitorous subjoct, and lb now an exile afar in 
the weet. I have not been able to look on IbiH act 
unmoTed, and haro come to puniah the traitora in 
yonder city by the aid of tLeao loy^l troopa> 1 
humbly pray you, O god of the ocean wsvoa^ to 
look into the purpoees of my bf>art. If you favor 
me and my cauae, then bid the tide to ebb and open 
a path boeide Ibc Bea/' 

With tbeee worda be drew hie sword and cast it 
with hi] bis Mrength into LJie water. For a momont 
the golden hilt gleamed ic tbe rays of the setting 
sun, and then the blade Bank tVom BlgbL But with 
the dawn of tbe next day the aoldierB hlw i^-jtb 
delighL that there had been a groat t^bb in the tido, 
and that tbe dry strand offered a wjdo high-road 
past tbo rocky girdle that enclosed Kamakura. With 
triumphant i^bouts tbey marched along thia oeoan 
pathf following a lender whom they now believed lo 
be the chosen avenger of the gods. 
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Bvo other eidos tbe city of tho abogun -wba 
Tba ttefence wu« aa tiorco aa tho aaaaaltf 
ff here vieioiy Tested upoa the white banner 
of loyalfcj. IfiLta'H army preiiaed reaiatleealy forward^ 
ftnJ the llojo found tbemselves di^fested and tboir 
trmy doHtroyod. Fire oomplolod wh&t tbe s^FOrJ 
Hliad began, destmetive flames attacked the &amo 
dwellings of tho nity, and ht a few hours the great 
capital of thtf shogana and their powerful regeoM 

■ wa^ a waste of aehea. 
Many of the vaesala of the Hojo ki1l«d ttemgelvea 
rather tbaa fiiirri^nder, among theru a noble named 
Ando, wboeo niuce yteis Nitta'a wife. She wrote bim 

•% letter beting hitn to surrender. 
I ^My nioee is tbe daughter of a samurai houee/ 
tbo old nian indignantly exclaimed. " How can shd 
m&ku ao ahamelese a roi^u^^i? And why did NittOi 
^■who ia bimaelf a aomunii, permit her to do go?" 
"Wrapping tbe letter around bia eword, he plunged 
the blade into hh body Jknd fell dt;ad. 
k While Nitia was wiunlhg thie aigual vii^tory, 
'otherfl were in arms for the mikado eleowhore, and 
everywhere the Hojo power went down. Th« 
people in all f«e(^tionH of iho empire rose againat the 
agocita of tbe tyranta and put tbeua to duaLb^ many 
thooeandB of ibo Hojo clan being elain and tboir 
power utterly deelroyed. They had ruled Japan 
from the death of Yoritomojn 11S9, to 1333. They 
have BJncQ been oxecraled in Japan, tbe feeling of 
the people being diaplayod in tboir naming one of tbe 
deetrucUve inaeata of tho island the Hojo bug. Yet 
among tbe Hojo were nmny able rulera, and under 
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them tbe empire was k«pb [d peace had order for 
O^cr a coDtuiy, while art and Utoraturo fli^uribbod 
aad tnBQy of the Dobleet monuments of Japanc^ 
arohitet'turo arose. 

Go-Dftigo w&B DOW rocalLdd from exile and re- 
placed OD tbo imporial throno. For the 6rst time 
fbrceaturira tbe milcado hod como to his own and 
held the power of the enjptrfi in hih hands. With 
judgmtitiL and diacretiOD h% might bavo restored the 
old govemmoDt of Japan. 

But ho lacked those important, qualitiea, and 
qnickly lo8l the power he hud won. Afler a pafiHing 
gleam of xta old flplendor tbe mikudoate Aank into 
eolipee aj^io. 

Go-Daigo was rained bj Hateoicg to a flatterer, 
whom hu r&ifled to the highest power, while he 
rewai'ded tboae who had rescued him mlh uuim- 
potlant domains- A fierce war followed, in which 
Aflhikaga^ the fiatterer, waa tbe victor, defeating and 
JttitruyLijg Lift fouH, Go-Daigo had prunoiiitoed him 
a robul- In return be was himself deposed, and a 
now emporor^ \vbom the uaurper could control, woe 
raisud lo tbe X'acnnt throne. For throe yeara only 
hnd the mikado remained atiprema Thea for a long 
period tho Afiblkogas held the reins of power, and a 
tyranny like that of the Kojo oxiatod in the land- 
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In all Its history only one hgHouh effurt hiia baun 
made to cotiquor bbe ompirij of Japarj^ It uiided m 
Buob dire diiaator to tho invaders that do DAticiu Lob 
over repeated it. During iho ihirtoeotb oeatury 
Anik was thrown into turmoil by the druiLdful out- 
break of tht> Mongol TarUnt undtir the great con- 
queror G(.'tighi3 KhfLD, Ni^arJy all Aeia was over- 
rue, RuMia was aubducdr China ^aa coDquored, aud 
envoys were 6ent to Jnpaii deraaudirig tribute and 
bomago to Lbc gre&t khan. 

Six timea tho domarid tvau madt>, and six times re- 
fbAed. Then an army of ten thousaud men wau sect 
U> Japsn, but wart soon driven fi-OJii ihe ijountry in 
defeat, KublaJ KhaOj thu Mongul eaiirararof Cliiiia, 
bcw aent niue DDvoya to tbo shoguc, bidding them 
to stayantil thcyrooeived an answer to hjti demand. 
They atayed mui^h longer than he intended, for the 
Hojo. wbo werQ tbeti in power, cut off their heads, 
Once again the ChiooBO emperor aont (o di^raaud 
tnbutD, and once again the heads of the envoys were 
BBvered IVom their Loiliofi. 

Acta like iheee couiJ have otily one result, and the 
Japanese mado rapid preparations to meet the great 
power which bad coequored Aein. A larga urmy 
vas levied, ibrts and detutioes were put in ord^r, 
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^rcs gathered in groat qunntitiefl* ani vreaponH and 
munitio^ie of war abundantly prepfii-od. A flcut of 
Junke nfis builc^ and ail the rosourcos of the empire 
vera employed. J&p&n, Lbough It Lad wagud no 
wars abroad, had amply learned the art of war from 
itafrequ«ntho«UlJtieiiat bome^ and waawol! prorid^d 
vith brave soldiers and skitful generaia. The khan 
wan noL likely to find ils conqu^si an easy tank. 

While the inlanders were thus bu&y, their foea 
were aa actively engaged. Thn proud emperor had 
ninde up his mind to crush this little realm thnt io 
iDBolentlj defied his power. A grenl fleet wbh made 
ready, containing thirty-five hundred vosBt^la in alt 
in which embarked an army of one hundred Ihou- 
Band CbineEe and Tartars and sevon thousand Co- 
rean troops. Jt was the Hcventh nionlh c»f the your 
1281 when the expectant sentinels of Japan caught 
the glint of the eun'a rays on the far-off throng of 
sails, which whitened the seas as they earns on with 
streaming bunnera and the warlike clang of hrass 
and steel. 

The army of Japan, which lay nnoamped on the 
hills back of the fortified eity of DalEaifu. in the 
inland of Kintibiu, and gathered in ranks along th« 
adjoining coast, gnzed with cunoaity and dread on 
this mighty fleet, far the largest they had ever seen. 
Many of the vessels wei'e of enormous aire, as \l 
aeoraed to their unacciiHlpomeJ eyej^, and were armed 
with engines of war auch as they had never before 
behold- The light boats of the JnpLmese had little 
hope of suceesB against these huge Jirriks, nod many 
of those that yeulured from eheltor were sLink by 
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the darla and stone* flTing from the Mongol eaUpuIta. 
Tbe enemy could iioL Ih; matched upon the ao&\ it 
remained to provent him from netting foot upoD 
abore. 

Yet the courage and daring of the island warriors 
could not bti reatraiucd. A party of tlilfty Hwam 
out and boarded a junk, where their koon-od^ed 
sworda proved more than a match for the Tartar 
bows and spoars, so that they returni^d wiib tbo 
headH of tht; crew. A Twtjorid pctrty Iv'icd to rupeut 
a like advooturo, but the Tartars were now on the 
alert and kUIed them all. One caplain, with a 
picked erew, aleered out in broad daylight to a 
Chiocfte junkf heedleaa of a ehower of durlb^ one of 
vrbich took off bie anji. In a miuate moro ho and 
Ida men were on tiie deck and were driviag back the 
CPBW in a fierce hand-to-hatid encounter Before 
other TCBfielH of the fleet could codqo up, they had 
fired the captured junk and were off again, bearing 
with tbem tweuly-one head* of the foe^ 

To prQi^ent Buch attacks all advoriced boats were 
withdravru and the fleet waa lloked together with 
irou chains, wbile with catapults and great bows 
heavy darti> and etonea were showered oo appi-oach- 
ingJapanesa boats, sink iitg many of them aod d^ 
slroying their crews. But all efforts of the Tartars 
to land were bravely repulsed, and fluch dotacbmcnls 
as reached the shore wore drivoD into the sea before 
they could prepare for dofenoe, over two thousand 
of tlie enemy falling in these preliminary attemptu^ 
With the utmost Uadto a long liuc of fortidcationa, 
conaiating of earthworks and paliaadee, had been 
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thrown up for milee along the ehor*, and heMnd 
ihcflo deroDCeH the istund soldiers deGod their foes. 

Among the defendern was a capta.iD, Michiari hj 
name, whoee hatred of tho Mongols led htm to a 
deed of the mofit desperate daring. Springing over 
the breastworks^ he defied tb« barbarlaiis to mortAl 
combat. Then, filling two boats with otherA as 
duriDg as Uimeelf, bo pushed out to the floot 

Both eides looked on in fLmazGineiit, *' Is the mfin 
mad?" haid the JapancBO- '■ Are those two little 
boate coming to attack our whole fleet ?" asked the 
MongoJa, " They must be deBertarfl, who are coming 
to surrender," 

Under this supposition the boats were periDiLted 
to approach unharmad, their course being directed 
towards a large Tartar junk. A noar approach be- 
ing thus made, grappling-trouB ivere flung out, and 
in a miniita more the daring assailantti wena leaping 
OQ board the junk. 

Taken bj surprise, the Tartars were driven back, 
the two-handed keen-^ged sworda of the assailants 
making havoe in their ranks. The crew maLle what 
defence they could, but the sudden and unlooked-for 
assault had put them at dij^advanlage, and before tbo 
adjoining ebipa could come to theii- aid the juDk waa 
in flunuefl and the boats of the rictors had put off 
for land. With them aa prisoner they carried one 
of the high^t officers in the (nradrng fleet. 

Tet thene sklrmiahsa did littld in reducing tbe 
strength of the foe, and had not the elemeots come 
to tho aid of Japan the issue of the affair might 
have been serious for the island empire. While tbe 
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floliiiers were fighticp Iho prioals were prnjing, and 
the mikado eetit ft pn^^tl^ meaeonger to tbe ahriDda 
fit lee, bearing his petiLioii to the gods. It wan noon- 
day, and the sky pi^foctly claar. when he oifor*d the 
* prayer, but immediately at^rwards a broad etreok 
of cloud rose on tha bonion, and soon the sky was 
oreri'ust with dense aud rolling maeses, portending a 
frightful etonn. 

it was one of the typhoons that annually W»it that 
eout find against whose appfilllDg fury none but the 
strongest ships can Btand. It fell with all it« force 
on ibc Chincee fleet. JifltDg the jun^s like etraws on 
the great waves which suddenly aroae, toaain^ them 
together, hurling some upon the shore, and forcing 
others bodily btnealh the scu. Hundreds of the light 
craft were sunk, and corpses wore heaped on tho 
ahoro ID maltitudcBH Many of tho veeaels were 
driven to Bea, few or none of whieh ever reached 
land. Many others were wrei^kcd upon Taka Inland, 
Here the eurTivors, after tho storm flTibeided^ began 
catling down trees and building boats, in the hope 
of reaching Corea. But ihey were attacked by the 
Japanese with such fary that all ^vere slfiiu but 
throOn whoso lives wore spared that they might boar 
back the newfl to their emperor aud tell him how 
the gods bad fought for Japan. 

The teMOD wae aa eGectivo one. The ChiDeae 
have never since attempted the conquest of Japan, 
and it is the boast of tho people of that country 
that no invading army has ever net fuot upon their 
ahorea. Six centuries aftorwardu the case was to be 
reversed aud a Japanese army to land on Uhinoae eoil. 





HTSTORICAL TALEfi. 

Great praiso waa gwea to Ibe Hojo tben in control 
aLKamatura for his energy ami valor in repelling tha 
inradera^ But the chief honoi" waa paid to the gods 
enshrined at Isp, who weru thoncoforward adored as 
the guardians of tho winds and ihe seod. To thi^ 
day rhe invasion of the Mongols U vividly remem- 
bored in Kiuahiu, and the mother there huahes ber 
fretful babo with tho question, "X-ittIo ore. why do 
you ory? Do you Ihiok the Mogu are coming?" 

It may bo well bere to say that the alory of this 
invaaiou ia told by Maxto Polo, who waa at tho court 
of Kublaj Khan, the Mongol oonqueror of China, at 
tha time it took place, and that hia Tale differs in 
many roapccts fi'om that of tho Japaueee bistoriaii^. 
Each parly ia apparently iraking the beet of its Btdo 
of tha a^air. 

Aocordiiig to Uar^o FoIo'fi account, tho failure of 
tho expeiiitioii wa* duo to jealousy between tho two 
officers in command. He etatca that one Japanew 
foriificatJou was takotj and all witbin put to the 
Bword, Qjfcept two, vhofio flesh wna chnmied against 
the Hword aud who cotild be killed only by being 
beaten to dcatb with great clube- At for thoec wbo 
reached Tuka Island, they contrived bj- Blratogy to 
gain poaseafiion of the boats of the asBuilingJapaaose, 
by whoae aid, and ttmt of tho rtagw which Uiu boate 
fieWf tbey captured the chief city of Jppan, Hero for 
six mouths they were closely besieged^ and finally 
Burroudered on condilion that their lives should be 
spared. 
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Fca more than two uanturiea the Aehihcgft lorded 
it over Japan, aa the Hojo hnd done before t]»!m, and 
the raikadoB were tools icj their strong hands. Then 
arose a laan who ovorLbrew this powerfLjI cIqd. This 
m&n, NobuDftga by (i&me,waB a d^^seeadjiuL ofEijo- 
mori, tlae great leader uf the Taira oIhii, bia direct 
ancestor being ono of Ibo few who c&caped from the 
great Miaomotc nmesaoro, 

The father of thlsi Tnira chief was a soldier iTho>te 
valor bad won bim ii large eHLaie. Nobitiiaga addod 
to it, built bimself u strong ca»tle, aud becAme the 
friend and patron of tbo htat of the Aehikaga, whom 
be made ebogun. (The Aahikaga were descendants 
of the Minankoto^ who nlone bad berediLary vlann to 
this high office.) But Nobunaga remained ihe power 
bohind the throae, and, a qnurrel an^ng between 
him and the abogun, he deposed the latLor, and be- 
came bioiflelf the niler of Japan. AfLor two hundred 
and thirtV'oigbt years of doniioioa the lordtthip of 
the Ashikftgo thus came to an end. 

Of ihia great Japanese leader wo are toW, "He 
WU.4 a prince of large Htuture, but of wuak and del]> 
cate complexion, with a heart and Boul that supplied 
all other wanta^ unkbitione above all mankind; brave, 
ganeroua, and bold, and not without niiiny e^ecotlent 
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moral virtue?!; inclined to justice and an enemy 
treneoti. With a quick and penclraling wit, he 
Beomed cut out for buaiuesB. ExcelliDg id militaiy 
dit!K!i[iIiiii^, he w&B esteemed the filtetit to comnmnd 
Rji arrny. uianogc a siege, fortify a towD, or mark 
out n camp of any general in Japan, net'cr ueiDg any 
head but tii^ own If ho asked advieg, it wa^ more 
to know their hoarls than to profit by their advica 
He sought to SCO into others and to eoacoal hh own 
couneel, bcJn:^ very secret id his deeigns. He Eaugbed 
&t the woi"»hip of the godfl, being convinced that the 
boutea weie iinpostora abusing the ^inipUcity of the 
people and ai-rctning their own dabauchea under the 
name of Veligion." 

Such wfts the man who by genius and Rtrcnglh of 
v\l\ now rose to the head of affairs. Not being 
of the Minamoto family, ho did not neck to make 
bimself ebogun^ and for forty 3^ears this office ceased 
to exist. He rnle<I in the name of the mikado, but 
held all tbe power of the rt^lui. 

Tbo good fortune of Nobunagft lay largely in bis 
vriae choice of men. Under hini were four genornls, 
fio admirable yel no diverse In military ability that 
tbe people gave them the dlcjLincfive nicknames of 
'' Cotton," " Rice;' " Attftck," and *' Retreat." Cotton, 
which can be put to a multitude of uses, indicated 
tbe fertility in resource* of the first; while the second 
made himself as necetisaiy as rlccT which people can- 
noi live a day without. The strength of the third 
lay in the boldness of hia attacks; of the fourth, in 
the skill of bis rcttvata. Of tborte four, thti firsLj 
named Hideyoebii rose to great fame. A Mlh wae 
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afterwards added, Toku^awa IjeyoBii, also a famoue 
Dame io Japan. 

It ffUB through his deiiliDgB with tbe Buddhists 
that Nob UTiagii mfule hinisuir besi kinjwn in history. 
Ho bad lived among them in bis oarly years, and 
bad learned to hate and despise them, H&vio^ been 
educated to the Shinto faith, the ancient religion of 
Japan, he looked on ihe priests of Buddhiam as 
enemiea to the true faith. The destruction of these 
powerfiil BeotarioH was, therefore^ one of tha gr€ut 
purpoaeH of his life, 

Kobunaga had other reanona than these for de- 
stroying the power of the bcrozesH During the long 
period of the Ashikagaa these cunning eoclemantica 
bad rieeii to great power Their monaRterie^ had 
become fortresees, with moats and strong *f one walls, 
luternally these were like arsenalSf and an army 
could readily be equipped iVorn Ihcm with wcapona, 
while many of the prieala wnre daring leaders. 
During the civil wars they Bervad the aide that 
promised them the most spoil or power. Hivals 
among them ot\cn fought battles oE' ihoir own, in 
ivbtch hnndreda were killed and towns and temples 
burned. So greut were their authoriiy. their iiiso- 
lenceT and their licentiousness that their existence bad 
b600me an evil in the Und^ and Nobiinaga delormined 
t4> teach them a lesaon they xvould not soon forget. 

Of the monasterieit, the most evtenaive was that 
of HiyeiLan, on Xake Biwn. Within its territory 
lay thirttven valleys and more than five hundred 
temples, shriueB, and dwelhngs, the grounds of which 
were adorned in the highest style of landscape art. 
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The mf^clfs h«T« were nurob^^red by tbouaaude^ with 
whom religious Berv[pe whs n gorgi?oQH ceremrinml 
niocker7, and wbo revelled in luxury, foisted on 
forbidden viands, drank to ioebrioty, and induigod 
in erery form of iieenlioueneBs. They used their 
ihfluerco in rousing tha clans to wnr^ from which 
tbey hoped to draw new spoils for their unrigUleous 
enjoymontai while BcreoDiog tbomBclvea from danger 
behind the oloalc of tUe priesthood. 

It wflt< ngatnst this monitslerj Ibat the wrath of 
Nobutiaga waa raoet etronglj arouaod, Miirchiag 
against it in l&ri, he bade hie gcnt^mle aot it on 
firo. The offloon stood aghast at the order, which 
seemed to Iht^m likely lo call down the vongeuiiL'e of 
Hoaven upon tbeu" heads. With earnest protests 
they bcggud him not to do bo antoly aa act. 

'*Kiiice this monastery was bailt, now nearly a 
thounand years Qgo/' they eiud, *' it biia been Tigilaot 
agaiast the power of ibe apiritfl ofoTil, Ko ooe boa 
dared in all that tinie to liH a hand agaioBt these 
holy buildinga. Can you design to do eo ?" 

'* Yes," answered Nobunugn, sternly. " I have put 
down the villams that distracted tlie country, and I 
intend to bring peace upon the land and restore the 
power of the mikado. The bonzes baveoppoainl my 
efforts and aided nay enemiea, I sent ihora a me§- 
nenger and gave tlicm the chance to act with loyalty, 
but they failed to hsten to my words^ and reeiatftd 
the army of the t^niperor, aiding the wiokod robbera, 
Doeti not this make thetn thitvos and villains ? ff I 
let ihem now escape, this trouble will coniinue for- 
ever, and I have allowed them to remain on thia 
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mDuiit&in only ttat I itkigbt dvRtroy tbem. That is 

not all I bavo bcarii Ibat iUosc priostB iail lo kocp 
tbeir own ruloa. They oal fish and the «lrcng-smcll 
Litg vegetabk-H which Buddha [jrohibited. Thoy koep 
coocubiuitf^, nud d4> not evcij roud tbu Hatred [>arrkn 
of tboir faith. How caa euch tiB those put down 
evil aud preaerrQ bcliness? It ie my command 
ib&t you tiurroLind and bum their dwellingH and Aee 
that none of th«Eii eecapc alivo/* 

Thus bidden, the genorala olwyod- Tho grounda 
of tho roonafltery were surrounded, aud on the next 
day ihe temples and shriDoa wert> set on fire ar^d the 
auldiers romoracleealy cut down all they met. Tho 
acone of maaaacrt^ and coDtlagratfoD (hat cHHUcd waa 
awful to behold. None ware spared, roitber jounj^ 
nor old, man, woman, nor child. Thi^ swurd and 
spear were wielded wkhout mercy, and whon the 
biitchory ended nol a soul of tho multitude of in- 
mates wflfl left olive. 

One more great t^enlre of Buddhism remained to 
be dealt with, that oi" the raoniiatcry and temple of 
Houguanji, whoao inraatea bad for years hated No- 
biinaga and sided with hie foes, while they made 
their stronirhtdd tho hiding-plfuro of hia eromJes. 
Finally, when some of hie farorito tapLaiua bad been 
killed by lurkioi^ fooSj who fled irom pureuit into 
the monaalery, he determined to deal with this 
haunt of evil as he hiid dealt with Hiyeizan, 

But this place vtHA not to be «o easil^^ taken. It 
was strongly fortified, and could bo oapturt-d only by 
siege, WithJQ the live fortreaaoB of which it was 
compoBod were many ULOuriands of priests and war- 
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riors, women aod cbildren. and & Btill morf^ frfghitiil 
ma^aacTO than timt of Utyolzt^n was IhreatODed. 
Tho plaoo woa ea dosolj auirouadod that all e^ape 
»oemc:d cut olF, but under covsr of ibo darkne^ of 
niglit and umjd a £orco elorm several thoueand of 
iho people mnde their waj from one of the forts. 
They failod^ bgwovor, in tbojr attempt, boing pur- 
BUiid, overtaken, and slaLigbtored, Sr>on a,fUt B 
junk laden with human ears and noace c^oio olow 
under tbo walls of tbe castle, that tbo iumatea might 
loaro tbo fato of thoir lato fnonda. 

Vigorously tbe siege wgqI oa, A lortie of tho 
gHTTiaon viii» riipelk-d, but a number of Nobtmaga'a 
beat offici^ra wore killed- After some two moDlba 
of effort, ihroo of tho fivo fortroa&oe w«ro ia tba 
asitnilantj^' hands, and many thouHandd of the gar- 
rison ha.d fallen or perished in tbe fames, the odor 
of decuyitig b^ios threatening to spread peatUeoce 
through camp and oostle alike. 

Id this perilous condition of aflfairs th« mikado 
sent a numLer of his high ofnt^ialfi to ponnuade the 
garrison to yield. A conferenco waa held and a eur- 
reader agreed upon. Tho survivors were pormittod 
to make tlieir way to olber monaflteries of tbeir 
Beet, and Nobunaga occupied tbe castle, which h btill 
held by tbo government- These twcj great blows 
brought Iho power of tbo bonees, for that ago, to an 
end. Id later yoare aome trouble waa made by thdo^ 
but Nobunaga bad dono bia work so thoroughly 
that there was little difficulty in keeping tbem under 
ooutrol. 

There remainB only to tell tbe atory of this great 
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captuia'a end. lid died at Eioto^ the victim of troo- 
QOii- Among his captains wfts one nomed Akcchi, a 
brare maD, but proud. One day^ in a moment of 
merriment, NobunagiL put Lhe huad of thu captain 
undL^r his arm and played on it with bia ran, saying 
ttiat ho would mako a drum of Jt> TbiB ploaaantry 
was not to the taate f>f the haughiy (^apiuin, who 
nuniml a du^iru for raveng&i — behind which jierhnps 
lay a wlsb to aoise tho power of tbc chief 

The traitor did not bavo locg to wait. Nobnaaga 
had aeni most of his forcea away to quell a rc'h*?llion, 
kiif'ping but a wmiill garriMin, With part of this 
Akechi was ordered to Eiuabiu, and loft the city 
■with seeming ioLeDlion to obey. But ho had not 
gone far when h& called hU officera together, lold 
them of hjH purpoao Lo kill Nobuiiagib, and pi-ouiiaod 
them rich booty for tbctr aaaiatAnce in tho plot. The 
otIiccrB may have had rcasona of their own for mu- 
tiny, for 11107 readily cooseuted, and marched back 
lo the city they had Jimt leA;. 

Nobunnga rodided in the temple of Kouuofi, ap- 
parcully without a guard, and lo his surprise heard 
the tread of maiiy foet and the clash of armor with- 
out. Opening a window to learn what this por- 
tondcd^ he waa struck by an arrow tired JVom the 
outer darknoes. He saw at onee what bad occurred^ 
Rtid that escape was impossible. There waft but one 
wuy for a hero to die. Sotting firs to the temple, he 
killed himself, and before many mintitcfi the body of 
the great warrior was a charred eorptio in the aehea 
cf hia funeral pile. 
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HOW A PEASANT SOV BECAME 
PREMIER. 

In the hiatory of nations there have been mKny 
JDE^tutices of & man de^cendoi! from the lowe^^t o1a»^ 
of thi^ ]K)pul&cu reacUlug the higbetit runk. KiDga, 
oonquerore^ emperora, have thus men from the r&aka 
of poflsiLDtB and laborers, and Lbe crown has been 
worn by rreu born to the beggar's lot. In ihe hie- 
toiy of Japan only one instance of tbia kind appears, 
that of ono born a poaaant who supplaotcd tbo noble 
famiJiea and became loi'd of the people and the 
erapamr alike. Sucli a man was Hideyoshi, tho one 
of Nobunoga^s generals who bore the popular nick- 
name of "Cotton," fVom bis fortilily of roaourcca 
and his varied utility to his chief. 

Born iu 1&3G, the §on of a peasant named YoHuk^, 
as a baby be had almosL the face of a monkey, while 
as a boy he dieplayod a monkey^ilce cunntag, reet- 
IcsHEices, and a&tivjty. Tho nsual oecitpations of the 
aona of Jnpanoae pcnttants, aneh as graHS-cuLliog and 
rice-wooding, were not to the taate of young Mon- 
kcy-pinCf as tbo villagers called bim, and he spent 
his time in the streeUj a keen-witted and reckleaa 
young truant, who feattjd and cared for no one, and 
lived by his wits. 

Fortuuo favored the liltilc vagmnt by bringing 
him under the eyea of the great soldJc^r Nobunaga, 
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who was flttwcted by his wiEoii«d, monkeyish face 
and restless eyes and gave him owupation among 
hiu grooms. Afi he grew older hi» love of war be- 
came pronounced^ he took part in the Damerooa 
civil turmoila in which tia patron was onga^d, and 
Toaniftated suoh courage and danag that Nobunaga 
rapidly advanced him in rank, Jinaliy inaking him 
one of his most trusted generale. No man waa more 
admired in the army for eoldicrlj qualities than tho 
.nt tender^ and Lbe boldest warriora sought 
nee under hia banner, which at fir^t bore for 
emblem a fiinglo gourd, but gained a new one alter 
each battlo, until it displayed a thick clustor of 
goords- At the head of the army a golden model 
of the original banner was bornej and wherever it 
moved victory fnllowcd. 

Sucb woe the man ^vho, aflor the murder of Noba- 
i>aga, marcbod in fttrious haste upon his assassin 
and quenched the ambition of the latter in deatb- 
Tbe brief career of the murdei'er ha» given rise to a 
Japanese proverb^ *'Akechi ruled three days." Tho 
avenger of the slain regent waa now at the head of 
affaira* The mikado hiinaelf dared not oppose him, 
for the nnilitary power of tho empire lay within his 
grajA^. There waa only one man who ventured to 
Ttmiai his authority^ ^nd he for no long lime, 

Tbia was a general named Shibata, who took the 
field in defence of the cEaim of Nobulnka, a eon of 
the eJaJn regent. Ho did not i-ealize with whom he 
bad to dee!. The peasant general was quickly in 
the field at the head of his veteran army, defeated 
Shibata at every encounter, and pursued him ao hotly 
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thfll ho fled for rofVigo to a funified p1ooo now Icrom 
rts Fukul Tbin uti-onj^hoM Htdeyoahi boaiu^od. o^ 
tabliehing bia camp on the alopo of a nei^bbomig 
rooatJtflio, tVom which he paah^d liis aiege operaliona 
no vigoroualy tbiiL the fugitive gHVe up all hop« of 
eaoape. 

hi tbia diloTUTna Sbibata took a rcfiolaticn liko 
tbcit of the Epicurean moD&rch of Aefijria^ the famed 
SardjLiiapnlus. He gave a grand feiiBl in the palace^ 
to nhicL &11 tbe capiaiua and DcrtDbleg of bia patty 
woro invited, and at which all prcsont danced and 
made merry as though victory hung over their ban- 
fiera. Yet it was their fljneral feast, to be folio 
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bj A carnival of d«ath. 

In Iho midst of the banquet^ Sbibata, nsmg cnp 
band, said to hie wLfe, — 

*' We arc meiij and will dio. You are a woman, 
and hav& the right to live. You may gain safety by 
lf*^ing checaallo^andaroat liberty to marry again/' 

The brave woman, the etfiter of Nobunuga, waB 
too high in ppirit. to accept thte offer. Her eyes 
6lled with tears, she thanked her krd for hiH krnd- 
nesH, but declared that the world held no other hna- 
band for her, and that it was her sole wish to dio 
with hiTO, Then, reciting a farewell stanza of poetry, 
flbe calmly atood while her husband thruat hit dirk 
into her heart. 

All the women and cbildrea present, nerved by 
this brave exBrnple^ welcomed the earae fate, and 
then the men committed hara-kiri, the Japano&o 
method of fluicidc, Shibala having first sot fire to the 
caatlo- Soon the flames curled upward round the 
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dofld And the dying, ard the conqueror Tound TiothiDg 
hul the ashae of a fiineral pile upoo wbicb to lay 
hand. 

Hidcyoshi, all rot^iat&Dce to bis rule being now ftt 
ftn end, BQt himself to iranquillize and develop Japan. 
lyeyaiu^ onflof Nohnnaga^s favoritp gonoralp^ hecAme 
biA friend and married bia eiHter ; Mori, lord of the 
Weat< came to tho capital and bceamo hie va^aal, nnd 
DO man in the empire dnrcd qucation bia powf^r, Hifl 
enemies, proud noWes who wore f^ii'ioua at having lo 
bend their haugbtj head^ before a peaeant, privalelj 
called him Sa7a Kuan ja (" crowned monkey"), bub 
vrQr& wisd enough not to ha too open in their eatira. 
Their arjgpr was e?*peciatiy arouiwd by the Tact ibat- 
the mikado had conferred upon tbia parvenu the lolly 
o3ce of kuambakUf or prime minister of the empire, 
ft title which had never boforo been borne by any 
one not a noble of tbe Fnjiwara clan, for whom it 
hod beoTL exprt^ely reserved. Ho waa abio ennobled 
under tbe family namo of Toyolomi Hideyoflbi. 

Tbe new pi'emier Bhowod as groat an actirily iQ 
the works of peace aa he bad ahown fn ihoae of war, 
putting hia aoldiere to work to keep their mindB em- 
ployed. Kioto was improved by hia orders, splendid 
palaces being built, and the bed of the nver Kamo 
paved with flatstonea- Oiaka was greatly developed, 
an immense fonresB being built, the river widened 
and dcepencdf and canals dng in great profciF^ion. 
ovop whiob wore Ibrowo moro than a thousand 
bridges. Variouft oLher cities were improved, groat 
towera and pagodas built, and putlie works erected 
ID many parte of the realm. In addition Ilideyosbi 
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won popularity by hia juelice nod merc-y, pardoiting 
tie oppononte. though the rule had hithcrUi boon lo 
put the adherents of opposite partJea to death, aD<l 
showing no regard for rank, tille^ or eervice to bim- 
self in hia official duty aa judge. 

He had married d pcBPant girl while o peasant him- 
self, but as he rose in rank he eflpoused new ^resof 
intTPiiBingly tigb Bfntior, his last beicy of prineely 
deacent. In tbe ead ho bad fie many wives as the 
much-married Henry VIll., but net in the fiatne 
fupliir>n,ai he kept them dl at once, iDBteadof cutiiug 
off th& head of one to make room for the next. 

Hideyoahi had one great ambition, born in him 
■when a boy, and haunting him as a man. This was 
to conquer Corea, and perhaps Chioa as well. Me 
had begged Nobunaga to aid him in tbia great de- 
Bign, but bad only been laughed at for his paina. 
Now that he was at the head of affairs, thie plan 
loomed up in large proportiona in bis mind. Corea 
had long ceasEd to pay tribute, und Corean ptratea 
ravaged the coast. Hero was an excuse for action. 
As fur China, bo know tbat anarchy ruled there, and 
bopod to take advantage of thie etate of affairs. 

Patting the back of a statno of Yorttomo in a 
patroniiing fashion, he humorously said. " You are 
my friend. You took all the power in Japnn, a 
thing which otily you and I have been able to do^ 
But you eame fVom a noble family, and were Dot, 
like me. the eou of a peasant. I propose to outdo 
yon, and eonquor ail the earth, and oven Chin^ 
What say you to that 7*' 

To tent tbe feeling of the gods about his propoeed 
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QxpediUoD^ he threw mto the air before & ehrma a 
huudred -casb/* or Japaneao small coin, saying, to 
iraDblutti bie words iai<i tbe Amerjcan varaoculart 
'* If 1 am to tonquor Chioa^ lot those eomo up head." 

They all camo up "head," or what ic Japan an- 
swen* to ihjii word, juid soldiers and ruler were alike 
dolighltid, for tbia emeu aeemcd auroly to protaiao 
eucccaa. 

Nearij foart«eD hundred years bad elapeed slQca 
tbe previcusu)n<LUosLof Coreaby the famous emprepva 
Jingo. Sow an army eaid to have been five hundred 
thousand etrcng was sent acroaa the oconn channel 
between Eluftbiu and tbe Corean coast. Hideyotihi 
waa ai this time sixty years of age and had growu 
infirm of body, so ihat be felt UDable to coniniand 
tbe cxpodiiioD biraaolf, which woa therefore intruated 
to two of hi6 ablest leaders, Kato, of noble birth, 
and Euulabi, the hod of a druggist, who djsgunLed 
bia proud aaaocIatQ by ropresenting on hie banner a 
paper medicine'biLjf. the sign of hia futhur'a ebopn 

Xolwithstandmg the ill feoling between tbe lead- 
ers, the armies were everywhere vieUirJouo, Corea 
woa orerrnii and the king dnveu fVom bU capital, 
aod the victoi^ had euterod into serioja eonSict with 
the amiiea of China, when word cams f>om Japan 
(in 1&9S) that Hideyoehi waa dead. A truee wna at 
onco concluded and the army ordered home. 

Thus ended tbe seoond invasion of Corea, the 
Aecond of the evenia which gave Fine to ibe claim in 
Japan thai Corea is a vassal slute of the island em- 
pire and wore ur«d u warrants to the nineleeaUi 
oentory inviieioa. 





THE FOUNDER OF YEDO AND 
OF MODERN FEUDALISM. 

The denth of ihe pf^BS&nt premier left TyejrftBU, 
the flficond in atiility of Nobunaga's great g^aerals, 
SA the rifliDg power in Japan. Hidejoshi, in the 
hope of preserving the rule la hte own family, bad 
merried liia son, a child of eii, to lyeyasu'e grand- 
daughter, nnd appointed eix miuialerB to uct as bia 
guardiane. Ha did not count, in chemhicg this 
illuBorj hope, on the etreagth of humun ambition. 
^or did he give thought to the litter dieguflt with 
which the haughty lords and nobles had yii?Idod t© 
the authoritj of ona whom they regarded as an u^ 
Btnrt. Tho choncoe of the child's coming to power 
were immeaaiirably small. 

In truth, the death of the Htrong-willed premier 
had thrown Japan open to anarchy. The loadem 
who had returned from the Corcan war, flushed with 
victory, were amhitioua for power, and the thou- 
fiandi^ of soldierw under their command were eager 
for war and spoils, HidenobUj a nephew of Nobu- 
naga, claitned the aucceBsion lo hla uticlo'e position. 
The five military governors who had been appointed 
by tha late premier were suspiuiouH of lye^asu, and 
took steps to prevent him from seizing the vacated 
place. The eJementB of acarcby Indeed were ttvery' 
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where abroad^ Ihoro was moro tlian odo aspirant to 
i« ruling power, and armies began to be raiaed. 

lyeyasu keenly waiobod the niDveineiita of his 
enomiea- Wben be flaw that troops were being ra- 
cruileJ^ be did the aame, CrimlDfttioa and r^crrmi' 
nation went on, skirm^sbea took pince in the fleld^ 
the citadel of* Ozuka was HuuctiKsivetj taken and re- 
tv-tkoD by the opposing parties, the splendid palace of 
Hidoyoehi at Fii^himi was given to tbo flaniea, and 
at length tbe two armies c^me together to settle in 
one great battle tliu fate of Japan. 

The army of tbo league against lyeyasu bad many 
leadcra, inclading tho five gt>vori;orfl, most of tbegon- 
erals of the Corean war, ar^d the lords and VASsals of 
Hideyopibt, Rtr^jng an it was, one hundred and tighly 
thousand in all^ it was moved by contrary purpoaos, 
and uaity of eounsel was locking among tbo cbiefe. 
Tbe armyof lyoyasu, while far weaker, had but one 
leader, and wa.^ inspired by a mikgle purpose. 

On the 1st of October, 1600, tbe niareb begaa, 
over the groat highway known ab the Tokaido, 
The white bjinnerof lyeyasu woa embroidiired with 
bollyhoeks, bis standard a golden lUn. '*Tbo roa<l 
to tbe west is shut," propbesied tbe diviners. " Then 
I aball knock till it opens/' tbo bold leador repUnd^ 

Xa Ihey marched ouwardj a perplmmon ('i^afii in 
Jiipaneflo) was o Stored liiin. He opened bb band to 
receive it, saying, as it fell into bis palm, '* Ognki bas 
fallen into my band." {Tbo aignificanco of thia n>- 
mark lies in the fact tbat the camp of the ioague lay 
around Lho casLlo of Ogaki). 

lioarniDg of the near approach of lyeyasa's force, 
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fhe opposing army broke camp and marchod to mret 
him ihrau^h a Bh&rp rAin that wet theni Ui the »kiD. 
Their chosoa Geld of battlo, Sekjgaham ("plain of 
the barrier") by name, is m Omi, near Lake Biwa, 
II in ttu ox]>aji8e of ajieo, rolUrig ground, binected hy 
ono of tho main roade between Tukio and KiolO 
ood croaaod by a road from EohiEen, On this spot 
waa to bo fought one of tba greatest battles Japan 
had ever known, wbo^a reeult was de.^tined to eettle 
the fate of ibb eiupjro for two buudrod and fifty 
years. 

In tliD early morning of the flventfiil day one of 
the pickets of lyeyaau'tt hunt brought word that ihe 
army of tho league woe m full march from the cadtl« 
cf Ogaki. Thi^ important news was aoon confirmed 
by other's, and Iho general joy (iilly tried, "The enemy 
has indeed fallcc into my hand." Throwing at^lde his 
helmet, he knotted a handkerchiof over bia forehead, 
Baying that thla was all tho protection he should 
need in the ooming battle. 

His army waa Bevonly-five thousand sli-oog- That 
opposed to him exceeded hia io etrengtb by more 
than fifty thcrusand men. But neither as yet knew 
what tb«y bad to onooUDtcrj for a fog lay heavy on 
the plain, and the two armiea, drawn up in battle 
array^ were invieible to each other. To prevent 
Burpriae, lyeyaau sent in front of his &rm3- a body 
of guards bearing white QagSi to give quick WELrning 
of an advance. 

At length, at eight o'clock, the fog rose and drifted 
away, revealinj^ the embattled boats. Hardly had 
iLyaniahed before the drams beat their battle peai 
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And tho martial oooohs flounded defianoQ, wbile a 
tthower of arrows fVom each ftrmy burtled Lbrougli 
Lhe oppoeing mnka. In a shcrrt tune the impatient 
^varriors met ia mid 6eld, and s^ord and Hpeiu- began 
their deadly work. 

The great weight of the army of the leagne at 
fij^t gave it the advanta^, and for hgurs the result 
was ic doubt, th<>ugh a corps of the league forces 
deserted to the ranks ci lyeyaeo. At, length unity 
aud discipline begun to prevail^ the incrcpidiiy of 
lycjasu and his ijkiU tn ticking advitnLuge of every 
i-rror of hia enemy ^ving goqIi^odoo to his men. 
By noon they were baaring back the foe. Ordering 
up the reserves, aud biddiag the druminurs and 
conch -blijweni to sound their moat inapiriiing appeal, 
lyeyasu gave order foi- the whole army to charge. 

Before the impetnoua oaaet that followed, the 
ftDemy wavered, broke, and fled, followed in hot 
pursuit by the victorious boat. And now a frightful 
ac«ne b«gan. Tboustuidti of bcada of thi> flyiag 
were cut off by the keou-edged blades of thoir pur- 
suers. Host of the wounded and many of the un. 
hurt kilted themnelves upon the £eld, iu obodii^nce to 
tbo csaggoratod Japanese sense of honor, The do- 
feat beeame & butchery. In Japaneas battles of the 
paat quarter waa a meri"y rufijly craved ur grarited, 
and decapitation the usual modu of de^th whun the 
Bword could be brought into play, ao that the tri- 
umph of the victora waa uaually indicated by the 
dimensions of the ghastly beup of heuda. In this 
frightful conflict the cluiiu waa njade by the victora 
(duubUcas an exaggeration) that thoy had taken 
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Tarty thooaAud boftda of the foo, while tbeir ovn lou 
wfia otily four tbousand. However that, be, a gnmt 
mound of h^aJFt wam made, one of maiLj auch eri- 
deacea of elaogbter which m&y etill be seen in 
Japan. 

ThroQgbout the battle a kootted haodkercbief 
waa the only dufenco of lyeyaau'a htad. The vie- 
lorj won, he culled for Lis helmet* which he put on, 
carofuHy tyiog tbo atringd. Ab all looked on with 
BurpHse at ihia Btrsoge action, be, with a emiJe, 
repeated to them aa old JapaDsso prcverb, ^' After 
■victory^ knot the corde of your helmet.'* 

It was a BuggeslioD of vigiknco wisely given and 
alertly acted upon. The strongholds of the league 
were ioveuted without delay, &Tid one by one fell into 
the victors' hands. The fragm&Dta of the beaiea 
army wore followed and dieporsod. Sewn all oppo- 
eition woa at an end, and lyeyflsu was lord and 
mufiler of Japan. 

The f*tory of the vii;t,or in tho most decisive vic- 
tory Japan bad o^or known, on© that was followed 
by two and a half oeaturiea of peaoe, n&eds to com- 
plete it a recital of two important events, one being 
the founding of Yedo, the great eastern capital, ihc 
other the organization of the Bystem of feudaliam. 

For agea the country around the Bay ofYodo, 
now tbe ebief centre of activity and civilization in 
Japan, was wild and thinly peopled, Tho first raen- 
tion of it in biatory ie In the famous march of Ya- 
mato-Dak^, whose wife leaped here into tbe wavea 
as a eacrlSco to the niaritlme goda. In the fiftoenih 
OflQlury a small caalle wae built oo the eit« of tbe 
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prosont citjj whiJo noor it on tho Tokaida, ibo ^roat 
bigbway becwc«ii the two ancidDt capitjil^^ ntcxxl ft 
niftU villfl^ wbos« chief uso was for the rufreiili- 
m«at and aHslatuncc of trarellera. 

OUl Pagoaa, tbo lord of tbo c&^llc, was a warrior 
cr dkmo, ^hoa& deod^ have gained him a plaue in the 
Bong aad bUit^ of Japan. Of Xha tales lotd of bim 
there ie one whose poetic eigniSc&ikce boa given it B 
fix^d place in tbe tegondury lore of the land. One 
day, wh&Q the oommanUani was amu-^jng himself Iq 
the Bport uf hawking, a shower of rain full suddenly 
and heftvily^ forcing bim to etop ^t a houao near by 
aiid requeiit tbo loan of a graoa rajn-cout^ — a mino, to 
^ve Ji itB Japanese name. 

A yoUDg and Tsr^ pretty girl came to the door at 
his aummone, Uatenod to hid potitu rcquoat, and etood 
for a moment bluahingand coahiaed. ThonTTUDning 
into the garden, fth? plucked ii flower, hfitjded k with 
a mlschierouH air to the warriur, and diflsppt^arud 
"vritbin the bouao, Ota, angrily Ringing down tbo 
flowor, turned away, aHar un imptil^o to force hia 
vay into the houne and help hlmAolf to the coat. 
He reinrned to the caAlIe wot andfumiiLg at the 
slight to hid rank und dignity. 

Soon after he related the incide^t lo eoiue court 
noblea from Kioto, who hnd etopped nt the entitle, 
and who, Lo Iu» Hurpnou, did not Hbai<t bib iudigna- 
tion at the set. 

■'Why, the incident was delightful," ^'^id one 
among them who waa specially vemed in |>uetju lore ; 
"wbo would have Wkod for uuoh wiL. and such 
knowledgii of our ck^dJc poetry in a young girl iu 
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thiB uQcuUivuted apot? T3io trouble la, friend OU, 
that you ato not learned enougb to take ttie maiJcns 

" I take it thai ele nieaot to Uugh at a eoakcd 
fowler,'' growled the warrior. 

"Ifot ao- It was only a graceful wsy of telling 
jou that she hud no mino to loan. Sbo was too gbj 
to Afiy no to your i-equont, and ao handed you « 
mouaLaLU (camellia. CeuturicB o^o ODOof our poct« 
Bang of this fiowor, * Although it h&e bsvqd or oigbt 
pwlftlrtT yet, I grieve to aay, it has do seed" (mi'no). 
Tbo cunt^iog little witcb h&a managed to eay 'no* 
to you in tho moat graceful way imagiDablo." 

Hore, wharQ the castle stood, lyeycsu started to 
build a eity, at the auggestioD of his superior HiJl-- 
yoabi. Thus began the great city of Tedo, — now 
Tokio^ the eaateru capital of Japan. In 1600, lye- 
jaau, then at tho head of afTairB, pushed the work on 
his new city with energy^ tmployiug do leas than 
three hundred thouaaud men. The castle w&a en- 
larged, cuuala were excavated, atreete laid out and 
graded, muraheii dlled, and numerous buildloga 
erKted, fleols of juuks bringing grinitti for the 
citadel, while the neighboring foresta furniehed the 
timber for tho dwellings. 

An outer ditch waa dug on a grand scale, aud 
gates arkd towera were built with no walln to join 
them and no dwellings within many furlongs of 
their &Ito. But to those who laughed at tho mag- 
aiQcent plan on which tho yoarg city hitd been laid 
out, thufotinder declared that the coming time would 
Mfe hia walla built and tho dwetlicg:} of the city 
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Btrul-chlng far bayond them. Before a century hia 
Is were verified, and Yodo had a population of 
talf u millioTi aoula. To-day it ia the home of mom 
thnn % mill ion people- 
It ia for hift politipal genius that Tyeyasu panic- 
ularly deserveB fame. Once more, m 1615. he was 
fhrced to fight for his flupreniaoy, aguiuBt tho son of 
the Inle premier, A bloody bitttla followed, erLding 
in victory for lyeyasu and the burning of thw castia 
of Oi&ka, in who^ flames the aspirnat for power 
probably net hie doom. No olhor battle vran fought 
on the soil of Japan for two hundred and lifty-ihrea 

lyeyafiu had the blood of the Minamoto elan in 
bia vcioa. Ho hud therofont an hereditary claim to 
the fihognnate^ d9 succesBor tc the great Yoritoroo, 
the founder of the family wnd the first to bear the 
title of Great Shogun, This titk« Sei-i Tai Sbogun, 
'woB now conferred by the mikado on the new mill- 
tajy chief, and was borne by his deBcendaniB^ the 
Tokugawa family, until the great revolution of t86S, 
wbdn tb^ mikado again seized hifl lon^-loet authority- 

Beforo this period, civil war had for centurioa 
deaolated Japan, At^ttr 1615 war coaaed in that 
long distracted land and poaco and prosperity pre- 
vailoi. What were the ateps taken by the now 
eboj^n to inauro thiti bappy result ? It aro&e 
through the eBtfLbUabmont of a %?eildeGnod Bystem 
of feudalism, and the bringing of the feudal lords 
under tbo immediate control of the fihogun. 

Japan waf^ already organieod on a Remi-feudal 
system. The land waa didded between the greac 
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lordfl or diiimios, ■^rbo possewed strong caeUeft and 
\argG IttTidod oeintoB, with a powerful armod follow- 
ing, and into whose treaeuriea maoh of the revena* 
of thw kingdom flowed. These powerHil pnoeea of 
the rcidm were conciliAted bj the conqaeror Under 
thorn wore daimioB of emaller eBtato^ ro any of whom 
had joinad him in tin nareor; and lower titrll ft large 
number of niinor military holders, whoso granu of 
land enahlod thorn to bring email bodies of followers 
into the field. 

lyoyaau'a plnn was oi\& of conciliation and tho pre- 
venl'ioji of hor^tDn union. TLe laid hh plans and lef^ 
it to time to do hia work. Borne of the ricbefit fipfa 
of tho empire were conferred upon hia sons, who 
founded several of Itfl moat powerful families. The 
poHBeHsiona of the other lorda were reditttiibut^d, the 
land being divided up among them in a way to pro> 
vent robollious conoontration, v&Bsala and adbcrenta 
of bis own being plaoed between any two neighbor- 
ing tord8 whose loyally was in doubt. To prevent 
ambitions lords from BciEiog Kioto and making 
priaoner the mikado, as bad froqncntly been dono in 
tha poat, ho surrounded it on all aides with strong 
domains nded by hia sons or fJ-iends. When his 
work of rediatribulion was finished, his fViends and 
vflPMle everywhere lay butwoen the realms of doubt- 
ful daimios. A hostile movement in force had been 
tendered nearly imposslble- 

Below the daimios came the hatamoto^ or sup- 
porters of the flag, direct vasaala of the shogun, of 
whom iberc were eighty thou^aand in Japan, raofltly 
doKendants of proved wornors and with a train of 
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irora three to ik'rty rcIainerH oooli. Tbeae wbth 
ecalturcd Ihrongbotit tbc omp)r<\ but the innjority 
of Ihom lived in Ye^, They formed ttie direct 
mtliTarj dependence of the nhognn, and held most 
of the military and civil pOBidoitfi. XTnder them 
again wore the gofieniriy tho humbler membore of tho 
Tot^kawa clao, and hereditary foTlowers of the 
fthogun. All ttiD^te formed the gtrmurai, the meu 
priviteged to wear two awoi^s and exempted fVom 
taxea^ Their number and readincse gave tho ahognn 
complete military coDtrol of the empire, and made 
him mualer of all it held, fVom mikado to peaaant- 

Such waa tho method adopted by the great stfitee- 
mao to inrture peace to tho emptro and to keep the 
jMjwer within the graap of hifl own fomily. In both 
jejspects it proved aucccssfbl A second important 
fitep was taken by lyemiteu, bis grandeon, and after 
him the ableat of tho fumily. By tbiB time many of 
the noted warriors among tho daimlos were dead, 
Aud tbeir FioaH] eoervated by pvnc» and luxury, oould 
be dealt with more yigorou^ly than would have beea 
wfe to do with their fathers, 

lyemttau auggeatod that all tho doimioH should 
make Tedo their place of residence for half the year, 
At first they were treated aa gueetd, the ahogun 
Kneeling them in the suburbs and dealing with tbcra 
with great consideration. But as the years went on 
the daimioB became more and more like pHaoners on 
parole- They were obliged to pay tribute of reapect 
to the shogun in a manner equlxralent to doing 
homage- Though they could return at intervals to 
their estates, their wives and children were kept m 
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Yedo &fl hostages for their good behftvior. When 
IjemttBU died, the ohoguns h&d cemeoted their power 
beyond dispute. The mikadoSi nomrna] emperora, 
were at their beck and call ; the daimioB were Tirtual 
prisoners of state; the whole militoiy power and 
revenues of the empire were ttoder their control^ 
conepirftcy and attempted rebellion oouJd be crashed 
by a wave of their hands; peace rated in Japan. 

lyemitsu was the first to whom the title of Tai 
Kun (l^coon), or Great King, was ever applied. It 
was in a letter written to Corea, intended to influ- 
ence foreigners. It was employed in a larger sense 
for the same purpose at a later date, as we aball 
hereafter see. Suffice it here to say that the Tobo- 
gawos remained the rulers of Japan until 1868, when 
a new move in the game of empire wew mode. 



THE PROGRESS OF CHRISTIAN. 
ITY IN JAPAN. 



I 



Thb &ct that sucb a realm aa that of Japan existed 
reauiDed unknown in Europe udUI about ai-x cen- 
turi«fi Ago, wbort Marco Polo, in hia ihmous rooord 
of travel and adventure^ first Bpokd of it Ho knew 
of it, however, only by Chinese hearsay, and the 
Btory ho told contained far moro of fablo tban of 
ihct. Tht> Chinoso at that time aoom to have had 
little knowledge of their nearest civilized neigh- 
bor. 

'^ Zlpangn" — the name ho giree it — is, he Bajs, " an 
jaland ic tho Eastern Ocean, aboat dfloon hundred 
tnilea [Chinese miles] from the mainland- Ita people 
are ivell made, of fiiir complexion^ and dvilij-od In 
maoner, but idolatcra in religion," He continues, 
" Thej" have gold in the grealoat abundance, ita 
aourcea being irexhaustible. To thia cireumBtance 
we are to aLLribuie the extraunlinary richnetsanf the 
poTcreign'a paUce according to what we are told by 
tbo9o who have aoeeas to the plaoo. The entire roof 
is covered with a plating of gold, in the Hame man^ 
ner aa we cover hoasisft, or more propL'Hy churcbee, 
with lead. The ceilin^^A of the balld are of the aame 
precious metal ; mony of the npnrtmenta bave small 
tables of puro gold, of oonsid^ruble tbickiLess; and 
tha windowB have ab^o golden ornaraenta. So vast, 
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Indeed, are ibe riches of ibe palace that it ia impOB- 

sible to convey an idea of tbent. Iq this ifilund Lbtire 
ftre penrU oIgo, in large qu&Dl,itiee, of a pink color^ 
round id nhapo and of groat siEo, equal in value to, 
or oven exceeding, that of the white pearls. Thera 
ai« ulrio found there ii numl>er of precious Hlouoa.'* 

This fitorj ia ua rouioto from truth aa »oru« of 
tboBO told by Siodbad the bailor, i^olo, no doubt, 
thought he was telling the Irnih, and knew th»t ihia 
caacade of gnld iiiid pearln would he to the taite of 
hia readers, but anything marc tinlike tbe plaioneaa 
and simplicity of tho actual pulace of the mikado it 
would be baM to find, 

Fi>r the naxt European kcowledge of Japan wo 
must step forward to the year 1542, Columbus 
had disoc^Tcrod Ameriua^ and Portugal had found an 
oceau highway to the apice islands of the East. A 
Porluguoao adventurer, Meadez Pinto by nnme^ -ven- 
tured as far aa China, then almost unknovm, and, 
with two oompanions, found himeelf on board a 
Chinese junk, half ti'ader^ bnlf pimtJ)^ 

Id n F4ea-SghL with aouther cunnair their pilot was 
killed, and Boon aflor a dorce Btorm blow them for 
off yhoro. Seeking to make the Loochoo Ii^Jande, 
they loet them through laelc of a pilot, ond were 
tosfled about at the oeean'a will for twenty-tbree 
days, when thoy inado harbor on Tano, a omall hlaud 
of Jap&n lying south of Kiuabiu. Pinto^ nfter h\a 
return to Europe^ told so mnny marvellonfl stunoa 
about Japan that people doubted him a» much aa 
they had doubtod Atarco Polo. Hia very namo, Men- 
deZj was extended Into ^' mendacious." Yet iim« baa 
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done juetic9 W both these old iravell&ra, who eilher 
told, or tried to tell, tUe trmh. 

The Portuguese travellers were well received bj 
the iglaaders,— who know DOt yd what Brcbranda 
tfcey were weleoming. It took a ceutuiy fbr Earo- 
peaos to disgUT^t tl:e J»p&nesu ao thoroughly aa to 
force the islaiidtra to drive tliem from the land and 
put up tho bars A^uinat tboir ^L^t[l^n. Wttat irt- 
toreet»d the Japanese oven more than their visitors 
were the oew and t^tmnge weapons tboj bore. Pinio 
find hjB two comrades were armed with arquebvses, 
warliki^ rmpIoOK^ntd guch as they bad hgvot before 
eeen, and whose powers tilled thenn with A^toniehnienC 
and delight. It wiU4 the era of civil war in Japan^ 
And Lhe posaeaaioD of a now and deadly weapon vrua 
eagerly welcomed by that martial people, who saw 
Id it riaione of epeody aueceafi ovor their anamiofl. 

Finto was [nvjtcd to the castle of the daimio of 
BuDgo, wbon:i be taught tlio arts of making guna 
fitid gunpowder. The JapanetsOj alert at taking ad- 
vantage of the dlBCOvorieH of other people, wero 
quific to inanuruc*tur& powder and gone fcjr thoiu- 
eelveo, and in the war* t*>ld of in our laAt fuw tales 
native cannon wore brought into uae, though tho 
razor-edged a word continued the moat douih-dL^aling 
of tboir weapon*, 

Ab for the piratical trader wbich conveyed Pioto 
to Japan, it eold its cargo at an immerLee profit, while 
the tbreo Portuguese reached China ngam rieh in 
presents. This wa.H not Pinto's only vlnit lo Jajian. 
He made three other voyagea Ibither, ibe laat in 
l&56i aa ambaBBador &oca the Portuguese viceroy 
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in tie Baet On this occa^on he Icamad that the 
jaEander? had mnde rapid progross in their nev 
&rt of giin-makiDg» Ihoy claiming to hav« Lhirlj 
thouuad gat\s in Facheo, the capital of Biingo.aiid 
ten times that number in the whole land of Japan, 

The new markol for European wares, opened bj 
the Tisit of Pinto, waa quicklj taken advantage of 
by bis countrymon^ and PortUj^Doao traders made 
their way by hundreds to Japau, where they met 
with the bent nf Iroatment. Guns and powder were 
eapecially welcome* as at that time the power of the 
Aabikoga clan was at an end, anarchj oTerywher« 
prevailed^ and every local chief was in arms to win 
all he could frixa the ruins of the Hiale- Such waa 
the GfHt viblL of Europeaua to Japan* and Huuh the 
gift they brought, the fatal one of gnnpowder. 

The noxt gift of Europe to Japan waa that of Iba 
Christian faith. On Piato's return to Mafncc-a he 
met Lhero the celebrated Franois Xuvier^ the father 
superior of the order of the Joauils in India, where 
he had gained the highest reputation f^r eanctitj' and 
the power of working miraclcB. With the traveller 
waa a Japanoae named Anjiro, whom ho had reecued 
from encmien that sought bis death, and convortfld 
to Christianity. Xavior asked bin whether the Jap- 
anese would he likely to accept the religion of tha 
Christiana. 

'^My people will not bo ready to accopt at once 
what may be told them/' said Anjiro, " but will ask 
you a muUituie of quention^ and, above all, will see 
whether your conduct agrees with your words. If 
they are aatisfiod, the king, the noblce, and the people 
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will Aotik to CLrist, aiQco they coQatUate a daUoq 
that alwojB accopls reason an u guide." 

Thu.^ cDcoumgedj Xuvler^ whose Qnthusloam In 
flpi'eitdia^ the gogpcl w&n detetTQd by no obstacle^ eet 
sail in 1540 for Jappn, nccompaniwi by two priosta 
a.ad Anjiro, the latter with a companiou who had es- 
caped with him \n hia flight &om Japan. 

The mbdionary party landod at KagoBhima, ia 
SaUuma. Horo thoy bad litUo suufrootif only tho 
family and rolativea of Adjito at^cepting tho new 
faith, and Xavier sot out an a tour ibroiigh the land, 
hla goal boiug Kioto, the mJkado'a capital. Lauding 
ftt Atnanguobi, bo proeontcd hiniBolf belbro tbo people 
barefooted and meanly dreaaed, Iho result of hie can- 
fessed povurly being ihat^ instead of klHtc-nliig lo hiH 
words, Lhe popiitaeu booted and sLoiied hzm and bis 
ioUowora. AL Kioto ho waa little better recoivod. 

Finding that a display of povt^rty was not the way 
to icnpreHS the Japanese, the mi»*Hionnry returned to 
the city of Kioto ricbly clothed and beoriag preaenta 
and lettara from tbo FortaguoBo viceroy to the em- 
peror. He waa now well received and ^^iven per- 
Jnisr^ioa to preach, and in \efM tbun h year had won 
over threo Ibousand converts to iko Chriotiiin faith. 

Naturally, on reaching Kioto^ bo hnd looted for 
the epleudor spokea of by Marco Poio» the roof 
And ceitinga of gold and the golden tables of the 
emperor's pu.laoo, lie wue »adly diueni' hunted on 
entonag a city so desolaled by fire ond war that it 
woe little more than a camp, and on beholding the 
plainest aod least ahowy of all the palaces cf the 
earth. 
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Returning to the port of Fueheo for the purpose 
of cmbarkjug for India, wlience h^ deaigaed to btifi|f 
new liiboreira to tbe virgin field, Xavii^r preached 
"with BLich Buccefifi ab toaJ^rm theBuddbiet booses, 
who made futilo efforts to oxcito the populitco ugainfit 
him as a vagabond &Dd an enchanter He return^ 
no more lo Jap&n, dying during t ha year after hifl 
return to India. But he had planted the seeds of 
■what \7a3 destined to yield a groat aod noble harvest. 

In fact, the pi-ogreea of Chrletianity in Jiipan was 
of the nio^t eocouraging kind. Other ininHJunariea 
quickly followed the great Jesuit pioneer, aad 
pruachod the gospel with sorpriaiog BUGcesa. la 
leeti than fivo years afLer the visit of XaHer to 
Kioto that city poaatiseed aev^n Chriatian chmrheB, 
while there were many othera ia the aoulbweat 
Bociion of the empire. In 3681, thirty years after 
Xavjer'a death, there were in Japan two hundred 
churches, while the number of eonvnrU is given at 
one hundred and fifty thoueand. Several of the 
dainiioe were contorted to the new faith, and No- 
bunaga, who hated and strove to estermLUate the 
BuddbirtU, received tho Chmtians with the greatest 
favor, gave thom deairable aitoa for their ehurcbea, 
and sought to set them, up as a foil to the arrogance 
of the bonzes. 

Tbe Cliristian daiinios went ho f^r as to send a 
delegation to the pope at Rome, which rbtunjed eight 
years afterwarde wiLh seventeen Jesuit missionaries, 
while a nmltitudo of mendicant friars from the 
Philippine Maiida and elsewhere aought the new 
field of labor, preaching with the greatest £eal and 
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BQCCesfl. It ia claimed that at the culminating point 
of pro&eljtjem in Jnpi^n ibo native ChrintianB nuiD- 
btired DO iBftfl ihuD six hundrocl thousand, among 
lh*"m being Hcvtiral priuiies, and nmiiy lords, high 
offic-iala. gcnerala, and oLhor miliUiy and naval offi- 
cers, with DumorouH women of noble blood. Ia 
iome provinces the CHHstmn Rhrines and crossea 
were &a ntiriitiroutj aji tlie Buddbi^t ribrmBH had baea 
before, while there were thoueflnds of churcli^ 
ehapcb* and eooleeioatical cdiScoe. 

ThU remarkable aat^ce^s, unpreoadecled in the hia- 
tory of Christian miKHioiiary worlt, »»« dutJ in great 
measure torertaio conditions then existing in Japan. 
When Xavier and hia fluccessors reached Japan, it 
W31S 10 find tbe people f>f that oouniry in a atate of 
tho greatest misery^ the result of n long ora of an- 
archy and miBralo. Of tho native religioce, SbiutoiBm 
had in j^ont moaeurc vAuiahod, while Buddhism^ 
lliough artl^cting the imaginations of the pet>ple by 
tho gorgeou^neas of ita wrvice, bad little with which 
to reach their hearts^ 

Chpifitianity came with a ooromoidal more aplondid 
than that of Buddhism, and an eloquence that eaptf- 
vated ihe imaginaLjona of the Japanese. InfilnacI of 
tho long aeries of minerica of Buddbiat tranami gration , 
it proniiflod immediate entrance to the gloriea of 
heaven after doath, a doctrine intensely aitractire 
to those who hud little to hope for but miaeiy during 
life. The story of the life and death of Christ 
strongly Jmpreased the mlnda of the people, aa oom- 
pared with the colder story of Buddha's career, 
while the great isimilanty hoLweeu the modes of 
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worship of the two raligione proved of ihe grsAlwi 
aaaiftUnce lo the advocates of ibe new creed. Tbo 
tmtivc tcmploB wore miido to eorvo ae Christian 
churohaa; the imagea of Buddha and bis eaiat^ 
woro coJivurt<?d iato tbo80 of CbrinL aud llie uinw- 
tloa; the org^LnizatJon of the two reltgiona wm 
closolj flimilsr, and nearly eveiytbJng distinctivo of 
BuddhiBt had ita counterpart io the Koman Catholic 
ceremoDiaL 

One of the inetbods pursued iu ihe propagation of 
Christianity had never been adopted by the tinddb- 
iatB, that of persecution of alien faEtha. The epirii 
of the InquiHitioii^ then active in Europe^ wat brought 
to Japan. The miMionaries attacked the character 
of their oppcucnta^ and inatigated their conrerta to 
deatroy the idoU and desecrele the old ehrinee- 
Gold waa u^ed freely ae an agent in conversion, and 
the CbrJBlian doiraios coiapelled their aubjccta to fol. 
low tbem in accepting the now faitb. In whole dis- 
tricts the people were ordered to accept Cbrietian- 
ky or to exilic themaelve^ from their homea. Exile 
or death was the fate of many of the bonxee, and 
fire and the aword lent eflect to preaching in the 
propagation of the doelrine of Chriatianity, 

To quote a single inalance, Tram Cbarlevoix'a 
''History of the ChristianiLing of Japan/' "In 
1GT7 the lord of tbe ialand of Amacusa issued hia 
proclamation, by which his subjects — whether bon- 
ie8 or geutlemen, merchants or tradera— were re- 
quired either to turn Christians, or to leave the 
country the very next day. They almor-l all ftub- 
mitied, and received bapttara, bo thai in a short time 
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ihere were more thvi twenty dmrches in the king- 
dom. God wrought miroclea to oonflrm the &iUilbl 
Id their beUe£" 

Hiraclea of the kind here indicated and oifaera 
that might be quoted were not of the chftractor of 
thooe performed bj Chmt| and such methods of 
m&kmg proselytes were very likely to recoil upon 
thoee that indulged in them. How the result of the 
introduction of European methods manifested itself 
in Japan will be indicated in our next tale. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL OF 
THE CHRIST/AN FAITH, 

We hflTfi defloribdd io the prece<diDg tnk the Hao of 
CbriatJanily ia J^pan, and tho re m a rkalile rapidity 
of its development in that remote land, 'We bare 
nnw tr> dcHcnba its equally rapid rjedire and fatl, 
and the c:FCclii^ion of Europcaoa from Japanese eoIL 
It must bo auid horo that this woe in no eonse duo 
lo the precepts of Christiadty, but wholly to tbe 
prat^lite oP its adi'ofates, their Jealousy and alm?*e 
of one auotber^ and to tht> quarrels between ditforsnt 
nationa who hoped to ^ain a lion^a sharoof tho trade 
with Japan, 

At the Ume when the Portuguese came to Japan 
all Europe was torn with wars, civil, political, and 
reli^JoUH. Those quarrels were transforred to the 
aoil of Japan, and in the end so diaguatod the peoplo 
of thai miipire Lhat Europenna were forbidden to set 
foot on its ehoreFi and the tiativo Christiana wore 
ma^aacrod. Traders, pirates, miBaionarieti^ and filave- 
dealew mode their way ibitber, with eneh a hod^e- 
puigo of iiit»jnjslj*H and fiurh a medley of liefi aud 
bacLfbitin^, that tbe Japanese became inconaed 
Dgain^t tho wholo of tbom, and in tho end decided 
that their room wa* far better than iboir eonspany. 

The PiirluguoBe were followed to Japan by the 
Spaniards, and those by tho Dutch, each tryiui^ la 
lOfi 
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blackoD the character of ibc othora. The Cihtholica 

Abused tlioPmLestauu,£iDd ^efQ 09 vi^^orouslj abused 

in return. Each imding nation lied with the moat 

liberAl freedom about its riTals. To the aeaparta 

[of Himdo and Nagai^iki came & hordo of the out 

[c&fetfi of Europe, invotomtety hoBtile to oue auotber, 

[xnd rndulging tn 4|^uiirn>ls, rioL8, and murders lo Hn 

Solent nhicb the Lative authoriLivs found difficult 

control. lu udditioD, tbe Bla7C-trade was oaj^orly 

[profteouted, elavea being ao cheop, in consequenee of 

tbe poverty ajid mwery arising fivjin the ci^il wart*, 

x^t even the negro and Maluy eervauta of the 

PortugucBo indulged in this profitable trade, which 

vas oontmned in epite of decrc^^e ihi-eatening all 

i^lai'&dealera with detath. 

Tbia state of alfaira, and the recrlminaiionH of the 
^Teligious sects, gave very natural di^guat to the 
fluthoriiiea of Japan, who felt little roepect for a 
civiljEation that ahow&d itself in such uncivilized 
ebapea. and the dleputiag and fighting foreigners 
wore rapidly digging ihcir own grav^o* in Japan. 
J>uriug the life of >'oburaga all went on well. In 
i\» hatred to the BuddhiuL bonzes he farored the 
Jeauite, and Christianity fouud a clear (jetd. With 
the ad^'ont of Hidi^yoehi tberu eame a chaage. Hia 
l^rly favor to the miaeiotiariea was foltowed by dia- 
giiAt, aod in L!)S7 be iaaued a. dec^ree hnnishing them 
irom the land. The Qhur^hes and chapels nere 
[dosed, pubCie preaching ccaaed, but privaiely the 
rork of conversion went actively on, an many aa 
111 thouHanJ converts being made each year, 
The Bpauinh meadicant friars fiom the Pbiiippiiiea 
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■were bolder in their work. Defying the decree, Ihej 
preacliud opoaly in the dress of their ordura, noi 
hcoitaling to doDOUQce in violent knguag-o the ob- 
DOxiooB l&w. Ae a reault tho decree was ronowed, 
niid u number of Lhe priests nod ihetr converts wer-« 
LTUelficd. But dtill the set^ret work of the Joaulta 
coatiDUod and tho number of couvorts increoaed. 
among thorn being soma of UidgoaemlB in tbc Corefin 
wur. 

With tho acceBSJon of lyejobu began a rapid down- 
fall of ChrmLiiinity in Jnpa&, In tho grQa.1 battia 
which raiaed him to the head of atTuire aonao of tbo 
Chrifttinn leaders were killed, Konishi, a ChriBtlflD 
geaeralf who hnd commanded oac dlvi^on of ibe 
Army in Coroa, wa6 cjiocutcd. On every side there 
was evidence of a ehange in the tido of fttfa]rs,and 
the ChriBtians of Japan began to despair. 

The daiinioe no longer bade Lbeir fcrllowers to 
become Chrbtiima. On the contrary, they ordered 
them to renounce the now faith, nnder threat of 
punishment. Their harahnesa resulted in rebellion, 
HO new JL thing among Lhn peaHnnLry of Jap^u that 
the authorities felt euro that they bad boon aocrstly 
inetigaLed to Jt by the miaaionariee. Tho wraLh of 
the ahogun nrouaed, he sent aoldiera ngQinn^t (he 
rebels, putting down each outbreak with bloodshed, 
and in 1606 iasuod a decree aboliebing the Chrialian 
faith. This the Spanlah fHare defied, aa they had 
that of bin predecesfior. 

In L611, lyeyaau was roused to more active meoA- 
uree by tho diacovory of a plot betwooD the foreign- 
era and the native converts for the overthrow of the 
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goTornmeni. Sado, whose mines were worked by 
[lioua&nda of CUmUan ejctlos, was tu bo the c«Dtre 
of the outbreak, Ite goveraor^ Okubo, being chcaen 
&s the loader and thd proposed new ruler of the 
land. 

IjoyaaUj ^wikcaed to Lbo dzinger, now Look active 
etops to crush out the foreign faith. A Iftrgo num- 
ber of friars And Jofluita, with native pHesU^ were 
forciblj' aent f^m the oountiy, while the fliege and 
capture of Lhe castle at Ozaka lu 161i^ ended the 
career of all the native friends of the Jesuits, and 
brought final ruin upon the Chriatlan cause in Japan, 

I)uring the reigns of the succeeding shoguns a 
violent persecution began. The Dutch traders, who 
showed DO diepositioQ to interfere in religious afijiira, 
Buooeeded in ousting their Porlugueee rivals, aU for- 
eignere eieept Dutch and Chinese boing banished 
from Japan, while foreign trade was confined to tho 
two ports of Uirodo and NngasaUi. This was fol- 
lowed by a cruel effort to extirpate what wne now 
looked on as a pesirlent foreign faith. Orders were 
laaued that the people should trample on the erosa 
or on a copper plate ongravod with tho imago of 
Chriflt. Those who refused were exposed to hor- 
rible persecutions, being wrapped in sacks of straw 
acd hnrnt to death jn beapH of fud, while torriblo 
lorturoB wore employed to make them renounce 
their faith. Some were flung alive into open graves, 
many burned with tho wood of the crosses before 
which tbey had prayed^ otbers flung from tha odge 
of precipioes, Yet ihey bore torlurea and endured 
death with a fortitude not surpassed by that of the 
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inartjTfl of old, cUnging whh the higheftt Chrisiiftti 
ardor to ibeir new f^Lilli, 

In 1637 tbeee exct^eses of peraecution led to an 
inburroctioa, tbo native Christiaits riemg Id tbou- 
Afiods, fi(f\z}r\g an old c&atle ai Shinmbara, and openly 
dis!^i»g their persecntora. Composed as tbe^ were 
of furmord and pca^anlef tho comtnaDdors who 
niarcbod agaiiint l,bom at the bead of veteran ar- 
mioa looked for an easy conquest, but witb all tbeir 
effortfl the insurgeuLa held out Jigainsi tbem for two 
raODthaH The foi-troaa was at length reduced by tho 
aid jjf cannoQ taken from the Doli.'h tradoi^^ and 
after the slaiigJitei' of gres,i uumborB of iho gnr- 
rition. Tht) bloody work was consummatsd by the 
maaaacre of tbirty-eeveo thousand Christian prla- 
onerri, and the Bingini^ of thousandfl moi-o th^m ik 
precipice into tho fioa below. Many were baiiiiabed, 
and iiuinbers ewnaped to Formoi^a, whilber others bad 
formerly made their way. Tho "evil Hcct'' was foi- 
mally prohibited^ white edietti wefu iseiied doclariitg 
that as long 8ft the 8un ftbould shine no foreigner 
ehould enter Japan and no native should IfUiVO il- 
A alight exception vvas made in f^vor of the Putcb, 
of whom a emull number wcro permitted to reside 
on the little l»lnnd of Deshirua, in the harbor of N&- 
gar^akin one trading ship being allowed to come there 
each year. 

Thus ended the oartjor of foreign trade and raifl- 
aicnnry labor in Japan. Tt had continued for nearly 
a century, jet* left no mark of iLt) prot^euce except 
the uee of gunpowder and fire-arms, the culture of 
tobaeeo and the habit of Bmoking^ the naturalisation 
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of n few foreign wotyJh and of several strango diH- 
wHcs, aud, &H &n odd adilitioti, tho iutroduutmit tif 
«|K>DgG-cake^ HtiU everywhere used aa a f&vorite 
Tiand. Afl for Chriatifinily, the vary camo of Chriet 
bofiima QXecratedf and was emplajed as the motit 
abhorrent word that could ber^puki^n iu Japau. The 
Christian faith was bclio^od to bo absolutuly oxtir- 
patted, &Dd y«t it s^itlb to have smouldered uasuen 
during the ec^titnrieiH. Aa latt^ as 1B29 hevon porRona 
buspoct^ of behjj; ChrlHLia:id were crudiied iu Osaka. 
Yet in 1860, whcH the French mieaiotmriea wore ud- 
raittod to Na^aenki, they found in tbo durroULiding 
villages no fewer tbark ton thousand people who 8till 
clung in flecret to the dospieed and pereeculed iailh. 
The Fronoh and EngUeh hud little intoi-course 
with Japan, but the career of one Eugliabman there 
is worthy of mention. This waa a pilot named Will 
Adams, who arrived there in ISOT and lived in or 
near Yedo until his death in 1620. Ho Boema Uy 
have been a manly and honest fellow, who won the 
ostaein of the people and the favor of the ehogun, 
by whom he was mudo an ofTlrer and given for 8iLp> 
port the revenue af !i village. Ilifl uhllL in ship- 
bjtldicg and familiarity with foreign aiFaira uiado 
him highly nueftil, and he waa tpoated with great ra- 
npect and kiridiLOtts, thoiii^U not allowiid In Inavo 
Japan. He hud lefla wife and daughter in England, 
but married again in Japan, hie children there being 
A son and dmighter whoBO descendants may still be 
found in that country. Anjin Cho (PiloL Stroel) 
in Ytido waa named from him, and the inmates of 
t bat street honor hU memoiy with an annual cele- 
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bration on the 15th of Juno. His tomb tnaj sl^ll 
be seeD on one of tbe hillB overJooktng the Bay 
of Yedo, where two neat stone shafts, aet on a pedi- 
ment of stone, mark the burial-place of the only 
foreigner who in past times ever attained to honor 
in Japan. 



THE CAPTIVITY OF CAPTAIN 
GOLOWNIN. 



Japab wbb peTBislent io ita poEtcy of isolatioD, To 
lU people their group of ialandH wqt^ the world, and 
tlie^ kuoM' tiUlu ofaiid carud losb Tur wbut wna going 
on in nil the coatiuoDts onteide. The I>utcb vceed 
thai visited tbeir shores onco R yenr served aa an 
Hnnual newspaper^ und Haii^Hed iheir curioaily oh 
to the dobgfi of mankind. The gooda ib ttrought 
wore little cared for, Japan being auffioiont unto 
itaelrf^ so that it servod merely as a window to the 
wofid. Once a yeitr a deie^biUon fVom the Butch 
eettlomeut vimted tbe capital^ but the visiiura 
travollod almoat liko prifionera^ and were forced to 
crawl in to the mikado on tJieJr hands and knees 
and to bAok out again in the same crfib-like fashion. 
Some of ihe^e envoye wrote accounts of what they 
had fleon^ and that was all that was kaowQ of Japan 
for two centuries. 

This Hlate cf affairs could not continue. With the 
opoaiDg of the nineteenth centji'y the ships of Europe 
began to make thoir way in large numbers to the 
North Pacific, and efforts were mndo to force open 
the locked gates of Japan. Some songht fnr food 
and water. These could bo had at Nagasaki, but 
nowhere else, and wore givcc with a warnini^ to 
move on. Id eotne eases shipwrecked Japaueeo were 

8 lis 
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brougM bnrk in foreign veaaols, but according to Ibw 
Buch persona wera looked upon as no longer Jflpanese, 
andnDweloomc wosgivea to thoae who brought tbom. 
In other caa^a wrecked whalers and oLher mariners 
Bought safety on Japanese aoil, but ibey won? held 
Btrict priflonorSf and roacued only with great diffl- 
cnlly. The law was that foreigners landing any- 
■where on tbs coaat, eicopt at Njiga*yiki, should be 
Gei?;ud and condemned to perpelu&l impriBODment^ 
ftnd that thoao landing at Nagasaki maat strictly 
abfltain from Chrialian worship. 

Meanwhile the RuiiaiiLDB had become, through 
their Siberian ports, near neighbors of J&pau, and 
Bought to open trade with that country. In 1793 
Liontenant Laxman landed at Hakodate and travelled 
overland Lo Malsumai, bringing with him Rome ship- 
wrecked Japanese and neeking for commerclai rela- 
tioca with Japan. Ho was treated with c(jiirlesy, 
but dismiflfled without an answer to hie demand, and 
told thai hn could take hln Japanese baek with him 
or leare Ihcm aa h» pleased. 

In 1804 the Ruaaians came ngaini this time to 
Nagasaki. Thia vessel alao broaght bock fiomc ship- 
wrecked Japanese, and It ad on board a Russian 
county Bent as ambassador from the e^ar. But the 
ehogun rofuaod to receive the ambassador or to 
aocopt his preaentfl, and eout him ^vord that Japan 
had little need of foreign productionH, and got all it 
wanted from the Dutch and Chinese, All this wan 
Bald with great politoneaa, but the ambassador 
thought that he had been shabbily treated^ and 
■went away angry, reprt>achiDg the Dutch for his 
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f^flirre- His angor againgt the Japar>ea& wa** shotvn 
in a hcrsliTe faflhion. Itt 1805 hu aetil out [wr> ^mnll 
■vcosela, whose crews lacded op the island of Sagh*- 
lion, pIuGdcred a Jepaac^a GeUlcmont thera, ran-igd 
off some prisoDers, Had left behind a written ntat^ 
mi>nt that thift had baen done to rerenge the slights 
put upon the RudaJan ambas^adcr, 

Tbia violence wae^ amply repaid by tho Japanese. 
How they did so we have now to tell- Tn 1811 Cap- 
tain Golownin, an intelligent and educated officer of 
the Husoian oa^y, was sent in command of the aloop- 
of-war Diana to explore the Kurile lalandi^, Tbe^o 
belonged to Japan^ and were partly eeitled. At the 
south end of Eunar^hir, one of the^e inlands, wfi8 a 
Japanese sottlemenl, with a garrison. Here Golow- 
nin, having landed with two offlcora, four raen, and 
an interpreter, was invited into the fori. He en- 
tered unsuspectingly, but suddenly found hiniHdf 
detained as a primner, and held an such despite all 
the efforts of the Diana to obtain hia roEcaeo. 

The priaonera were at once bound with fimnll corda 
in a mont painful way^ their el bow n bein^ drawn 
behind their backs until thoy almoi^t touched^ and 
their hands firmlj tied togotber, the corda being 
alao brought in ioop« around their breasts and uoeks- 
A long cord proeeedeii IVi:>m these fanteningii and waH 
held by a Japanese, who, if an attempt were mode 
to eecape^ bad only to pull it to bring the elbows 
together with great pain and to tighten tho loop 
arciind ih& neok ao as nearly to strangle the prisoner. 
Their ankles and knees wore also firmly bound- 
In this condition they were ounveyed to Hako- 
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date, in the isl&tid of Yc«o, ci diatancc of six or soTen 
hundred milaa, being carried, on the land part of iho 
route, in a sort of palanquin mode of planks, unlees 
they preferred to walk, in wliicU c&ae the corda vara 
loosened about thoir Icgn, At night thcj were 
truHBod up more cloeely etillf and the ends of their 
ropeH lied to iron hooks in the wall. The eorda were 
druwn 00 tight as in Lime tt) i;ut Into the fleehf ynt 
for eix or sovon days their guards rcfuecd to loosen 
them, despite their piteous appeals, bein^ fearful 
that their priuonora mi^ht commit ^uioide, thin boing 
the favoriie Japaaeae method in extremitj. 

The oacort consiatod of nearly two hundred meo. 
Two Japanese guides, chan;crod at each new district, 
led the way^ carrying handsomely carved stflves. 
Three eoldiera followed. Then came Captain Golow- 
nin, with a soldier on one eido, and oa the other an 
attendant with a twig to drire off the gnats, from 
whose troublflBome attacka he wafl unable To defend 
hiiuBelf. Nesit enme an oiBi^er holding the ond of 
the ropo that boand him, followed by a party carry- 
ing hifl litter or palanquin. Each of the priaonora 
was eseortGd in the enme manner. In the rear eame 
three fialdiera, and a number of Bervants carrying 
provisiona and baggnge. 

Aside from tbi'ir boode, the oaptiTea were well 
treated, being auppMed with ihree menls a day, eon- 
sifitin^ of rice gruol^ soup made of radishes or other 
roots, a kind of mocarom, and a piece of fiah, HuRh- 
rooms or hard-boiled eggs were eomelimea supplied, 

Golownin'^ bitter complaints at length had ihe 
effect of a looaoning of their bonds, which enabled 
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them to g«l along more comfortablyH Their guards 
toolc great care of tbcjr health, makinj^ fruqueot 
halts to real, snd carrying them across all the hi reams, 
ao thftt Ibey i^hcmld not wol their fwt. In caao of 
rain thoy furni^hod tbcm with Japanoae quiUud 
gowDS for prt>toc^tiou. In all tho vUIagea the inhab- 
ilaals viewed thbiu with greut ouriofilty^ and at 
Hakodate the atrcet was crowded with epccjt&tora, 
some with eiik droaaos and mounted on rithiy capari- 
eoned horaea. None of the people fiboned anyeiga 
of malice or any dipposition to insult tLe prisoners, 
while in their jouraey tbey were cheered by many 
displays of eyrapathy and pioty. 

At Hakodate thoy were imprisoDed in a long^ 
ham-like building, divided into apaninents hardly 
feet square, each formed of thick eparfl and ro- 
ibling a cage. Outside were a high fenco and au 
earthen wall. Here thdr food was much worse ihau 
that on the Journey. While here ihey were several 
times examined, being conducted through thostreeta 
to a coatlc-likc buildings whore thoy wore brought 
into the presence of the governor and several other 
officialn, who put to them a great variety of quea- 
tionft. HOmo of them of the moet tririal character. 
A letter was also brought them, which had boon 
sent on shore from the Diana along with their bag- 
gage, and which naid that the ship would return lo 
Siberia for reinforce men ta^ and then would never 
loavo Japan till the prifion^'^rs were reloasod, 

Some time afterwards the captives wore removed 
to Maleumai, being supplied with horr^es or the 
journey^ but BtiUto flOCno exleul fettered with ropes. 



HISTORICAL TALBB. 

Iluro Lbey wero received bj a greater crowd tbaa 
before^ Mataumai being a more important Cowa than 
Hoko^uU), Tbeir prison waa Bimilar to the pre- 
ceding one, buti thair food wa^ much beUer, and tLfler 
a time ibey were roleoeed from their cage-like cells 
and permitted to dwell together iu el large room, 
Thoy were, aa before, frequeotly exammed, their 
Citptgra being so iDi^uiaitive and aakiug^ aucb Irliling 
and abaurd quesUoDa tbat at timea tbcj grew eo 
annojod aa to rofuao to answorn But no diaplny of 
pBsaion affeptecJ tha politeneasof the Japanese, whose 
uoolaeea and conrteBy seemed unlimited. 

ThuB the fii-BL winter of Lhcir captivity was passed. 
In the apring they wore given more liberty, b*ang 
allowed to take walks in the vicinity of the town. 
Soon after they were rtimoved from their priaon to 
a dwelliog of three apartmenta, though tbej were 
etiU eloaely watched. 

This strict confinemeut, of which they could aee 
no end, at length hcoame so iiktioine that thtj pris- 
oners determioed to escape. Their walka had made 
them familiar with the character of the Burroandiog 
canntry, and enabled them also to gain poaaesaion 
of a few tools, with which they mauaged lu make a 
tuonol to tbeoutrcr air. Leaving their cella at nighty 
they eucee ode d ia reaching the mouotaiaft back of 
the town, whence they hoped to find eorae means 
of escaping by aoa. 

But in the flight Golowuin hod hurt bit log 
severely, the pain being so great that ho was 
acarooly able to walk. Thia prevented the fugitives 
frt>m getting fur from the towuj while Uieir wacder- 
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iDge through tbo motinlaias nere aUended with 
many dlfflcultios and dangerti. After u wei?k tbus 
spent, ihej wero forced to seek the coasts where 
tbej- wore eoen and recaptured, 

Tbe caplivoH wore now coofined in the common 
jail of the town, though they wera not tr«Ated any 
more harshly ihtvn before* and no ill will was shown 
them by tbo oHioiah. Even the soldier who wua 
most blamed for th^ir escape treated them with bis 
former kindness. Tht-y were soon sent bjiuk to their 
old prieiOD, whore they paaeed a second winter, re- 
ceiriug while tboro visits from a JapaD060iifltrononiot 
and others in saareh of informaUoti, One old ofQcer^ 
wbo waa veiy dvil lo themf at oeo time brought them 
per traits of throe richly dreaaed Japaneso ladies, tell- 
ing them to koap tbem, ae Ihoy might enjoy looking 
at them when time bung heavy on their handa- 

Muun^bile their eoiititryiuuri were making earrteat 
efforts to obtain their release. Some months aE\er 
tbeir copturc tbe Diana, now uader Captain Ki- 
kord, returned to Kunanhir, bringing one of the Jap- 
anetie who bud been taken prisoner Jn the descent un 
Sagbalien. The other had died. Six other Jupaueao, 
who had beon lately ship wrecked, were brought»in 
the hope of exchanging tbeee aeveu for the seven 
prittonerH, Efforts were made to communicate with 
tbe Japaaeae, but thoy refused to receive tbe Huasiau 
mefisage. and eoat back word that the priaonorB wer< 
all dead. Two of the Japaneae sglI ashore foiled to 
return. 

Rikord, weary of the delay and discourtesy fahonn, 
DOW resoWod to lake moro vigorous ooUoa, aad 
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eeiced Lipou a l&rgo JupLLcese ebip Lbat enterBd Iha 
h&y, lakiDg prisoner the oaptftin, who soumcd to ba 
& pcrfiOQ of dlfittPCtioDf aod who told tbem that aiz 
of Ibti HaMt^UiDfi were in the town of Mataum&i. Nat 
fully crediting (bib, Itlkord rebolvtjd lo tuirj bis 
QnptLVO to KamchfLticBi hoping to obtain from bim 
eome ueoful {afornnatlon coDceraiug the purposefi of 
the Japaneae goverDiDont. At Ritord'd raqucat tUo 
meicbaDt wrote a letter to the cammandor of the 
fort et Kunastiir, telling him what was proposed. 
No answer waa relinked, and when the boats tried 
to land for water they were fired upon. The guoa 
were also turaad upon the Dij^a whcuevirr abe ap- 
proached the eborOj but with euch wretched aim thai 
the RusaiaQa only laughed at it- 

Iq the following Humrrter [be Diana returned to 
Suiiaahir, brining Kachi, tbu merchuut, who lad 
been aeriouslj ill i^m homOBichnoaa, and two of bis 
fittendnnts^ the otbere having died. The two attend- 
antH wera tieiit oa Hbore^ Eauhi biddrng them to tell 
that be had beeo very well treated, and Lhat tho 
ebip had mado an early roturn on account of bi« 
heiilth. On the aext dayRikord unconditionally aot 
free hia o]Lp*.ivo, trusting to his honor for bra doing 
aU he could lo procure the release of the priaoaera- 

Kochi kept hie word, and eoon waa able to obiain 
a letter in the handwrLting of Golowniu, etatJog that 
he and hi^ eompaTiionM were ntl nlivd and w<.'tl at 
UatBumaJ. Afterwards one of the Buaaian aailora 
was brought to Kuaoahir and aent on board the 
Diana, with the understanding that he would return 
to the fort evory nigbl. Despite the watebfulnoaa 
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of the Japanese^ be fluccoodod in bringmg a iottor 
from Golownin, whieb he had sewed into hie jacket, 
Tbis&drtBed Rikord to bo pruU en L, civil, and patient, 
and not to sond him any letters or pap^jrn which 
would cauae him to be tormented with qnoatiooe or 
tran«fationR, In truth, he ha^ been fairly tortured 
by the Tofiuerneiito of Jap&uose curioaity. Finally hd 
nlliniiitum was DbtikiDod irom the Japaoegei who re- 
fused to deliver up their priBoners until they received 
tVoni the authorities at Okhotak a formal written 
fltat^menl that tbey had not ordt^red the hoatile pro- 
cecdiaga at Saghalien, The Diana returned for 
this, and \a October made her appearance at Hake- 
dale, bearing the letter retjuired and another from 
the governor of IrkuUk. 

The ehip had no sooner entered the harbor than 
it waa fiurrouDded by a multitude of boats, of all 
kindaand aize^ filled ivith tbe ourioufl of both h^xcb, 
many of whom had never before eet eyes ou a Eii> 
ropean vesael. Thej were in Buch numbers that tho 
waloh-boatfi, filled with Boldiere, bad great ado tokeop 
them hack. 

Eai^hi came on board the neat morniog, and was 
givtio the letter Ircm the governor of Okhotsk. Tho 
other Rikord would not deliver except in porson, 
and aftor much delay an interview with the gov- 
ernor was arranged, at which Rikord wan received 
with much etat4^ and ceremony. The letter of the 
govtiroor of Irkutsk waa now formally delivered, in 
a box covered with purple cloth, iin rocoption being 
followed by an entertainment composed of lea and 
ewefltmoatdH 
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Meanwhile Golownin tmd hia comp&niopfl, f^ooi 
th*T Lime ibe DJaiia wet out for Okhotsk, haJ been 
treated rather as gucflta than ai3 priaoDetu They 
were now brought to Hakodate aad delivered to 
iiikord^ ntiev aa irapnaoameat of more than two 
yearu, Willi them waH rwot a papier reiteraEiug 
the Japanese policy ot iaolfitiOD, and dtjclariug that 
any ahipa that should thereafter prei^ent themselves 
would l>e received with cauDon-bulld iuet^iad oi ooio- 
plimuDU. 

lu ad this bubiccse Kachi had worked with tireless 
encr^. At lirst ho was received with reserve as 
having coma from a foreign country. He was placed 
under gu&rd, aud for a loug time woa not pcrmiLced 
to see Colowuiu, but by dint of pDreiatonco had dubo 
much ip favor of the roloaee of the prieooors. 

His abdiietiou had ihrown his family iuia the 
greatest dialreBb, and hia wife had made a pilgrimage 
through all Japan, aa a sort of penitential offering to 
the favoriug gods. During his abseuee bis buatnasB 
bad pry>apurcd, and before the depfiriure of the 
Diana be preauuted the crew with drcH^t^a of eilk 
and cotton waddingf the best to bis favoritea, the 
oook heing eepeeially remembered. He tbea begged 
pBrmiB^ion to treat the crew. 

'^ Sailurn are all alike," be said, " whether Rusalaii 
or Japapoae, Thoy arc all fond of a giase ; and 
there is do danger in tbe harbor of Hakodato." 

So that night the crew of the Dinna enjoyed a 
genuiue Bailors' holiday, witb a pWutiful supply of 
aaki ard Japanuso tobacco. 
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On the 8th of July, 1853, tbe Japanose wore 
treated tu u genuine surprie^e. Off Cu^ki IcIhu, tbe 
outer eattr^^tnity of the Bay of Yedo, appeared a 
aqtiodron of wai'-vg&aoU bound inward under full 
sailf iQ bold disregard of Ihe liu^s of prohibition 
which Japjtn had drawn hitohb the entrancia of all 
her ports. Founding the high niountama of the 
promontory of Idau. by noon the fleet reached Capo 
Sflgami, which forma the dividing line botween the 
outer and inner aeetionn of the Bay of Yedo. Here 
the nhoro^ rose iu ubrupL bluffa, furrowed by green 
deLSj while in the distance could bo Been grorea and 
cultivated fie Ma. FiNjm theeape a number of veeaelA 
put uuL (o iulbroept the HFjuudron, hut,, heedle?^ uf 
tbese, i ; kept au through lie nnm>w part of the bay — 
from five to eight mil^^ia wide — ^und entered the inucr 
boy, ^s'hich expands to a width of more than fifteen 
mllL'r^. Here clio nhips dropped Jinr^hor wilhin Ml 
viewof the town of Uragawa, having broten through 
tho iovtalble bonda which Japan had ao long drawo 
around bar eoaat«- 

Diiring iho period between the roleaaa of the 
Ituaaian captivea and the dato of this vieit various 
Fopoigo vesaala had appeared on tho ooant of Japan, 
each with some npeetal oxcuas for iin preaonce, yet 
each arbitrarily ordered to leave. One of those, an 
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AmaricAu trading vessel, tba Moritson^ had been 
driven off with musketiy and ortilleryi allhough she 
bad oome to return a numLier uf ahlpwreoked Jcp- 
aiteisu. Somo naval rea^la had «Dtered the Bay of 
Todo, but bad boan mot with sui-h vigorous oppo- 
sitTOD ihal ihey made ihair vialLs very short, and as 
late an 18Q0 the JapEineae notified fortiigD nH^licim 
thikl they piopOHed to majntain their rigorous syatem 
of e^clueion. No dream aame to them of tbe re- 
markablo change in their policy whiet a ftw decades 
were to bring forth. 

Thcj did not know thiit thoy were acekiog to 
taaiatain na impoHsibUHituatioii. China had adopted 
a similar policy, but already tbe eacTioa-balle of for- 
eign puwerB had produced a change of view. If 
JapiiQ had not peaceably yielded, the hard band of 
var must 60on ba?Q broken down her bar^. For in 
addition to Knssia there w^aa now another civilized 
power with ports on the PadfiCj the United State*. 
And the fleotaof the European powers were making 
tbeir way in growing numbers to tbo9o watere. In 
a period wbea all tbe earth waa being opened to 
comniQi'Ciii] rntc^rc^ourse, Japan could not hope long 
to remain a little world in hereelf, like a separate 
planet in epaco. 

It wne the aettlement of California, and the in- 
(^rija>« of American inlereBts on the Pat-ific, that in- 
duced the United States to moke a vigoroaa effort to 
open the porta of Japan. Hitherto all nations had 
yielded to the resolute policy of (he iglandei-e - now 
it waH determined to t^ead an i!X|)e(ii(i;)ii with iri- 
atructioas not to take no for an answer, bnt to inslBt 
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on the Japanese adopting the policj of ctviljEed 
natioDB in gonornl. It wae with this purpoeo that 
tho fleet in question bad entered iba Bay of Yedo. 
It viLH UTkder command of Commodora Matthew G. 
Perry, who bore a letter from the PreBidout of the 
United Slatoe to tho Emporor of Japan, suggesting 
the desirability of oommoroial ralatJODH boiween tbd 
two conntrien, requeBting tha supply of American 
veeech with coal and provisione, and demaodiog tbo 
kind treatmont and prompt rettim of shipwrookod 
marinors. This letter, splendidly engrossedn was en- 
clofierl in & golden box of a thouBfind doilarn in vaTiie, 
and was accompanied by numorouH presents. The 
floot eonsistcd of tbo Btoam-tVigatoi^ SLuquehanna 
and MifisiBBippi and the filoopa-of-wur Plymouth and 
Saratoga^ b«ir]g the moAt impoalng armament that 
had ever entered a Japaauao port. Perry ^ae de- 
tormiDed to maintain hia dignity ae a reprDBontativo 
of the Unit^ States^ and to demand a& a right, m- 
HtQad ofwilieiting as a favor, the eourtoaiea duo f>om 
one civilized nation to another. 

The fihipe had no eoonor dropped anchor io tho 
bay than aeveral guna were fired from a noightioring 
point and a immher of boats put off from the shore. 
In the stern of each wore a small Qagand several men 
waaring tiro flwords^ evidently persons in authority- 
These boats ware stopped at the ships' sidea, and 
their inmaten told that no person could be admitted 
on board except the priuclpal offioial of tho town, 
the hi^h rank of the commodore forbidding him to 
meet any leasar dignitary. Ab one of the viailora 
repreeenled that he was aoiiond id r&nk in the town, 
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ho woF finally received i>n board the ffag-shipT but 
Iho commrxiore declined to see hinij tnrning him over 
to Mr. Contee, the flag lieuteu&nL. 

A Ions: mlcrviow followed, in which iho cfficial 
vnn made to underflland tbat the expediUon boro a 
letter from Iho PreeideDt of the United Stfltea to tbe 
eniporor. a mesange of such impoiiaDCe thut it could 
bo delivered only to an officer of high mnk, JIo 
WBH nltio told, through the interpreters, that the 
squadron would not Biibmit to be placed undor guard, 
&nd thnl oM the guard-boatis muat withdraw. The 
ofiioial diapUyc^d much of the ioquiaitive cunoaity 
for which the Japanese had mnde themselves notable 
OD former oetanions, and ii*»ked n vjiriety of unim- 
portiLQt qutisLioDa which the llculenant rcfbscd to 
answer^ Baying thot thoy wcro import] nijnt. 

The JapancBo officer bad brought with him the 
ordinary notiflcationn, warning all ahipa against en- 
tering their portn, but liieae th» lieiitonant refliscd 
to roceiva. lioturning to the shore, in about an hour 
tbo officer came bacb^ saying that his superior could 
not receive the loner addressed to The emperor, and 
stating that Nagasaki waa the proper place for 
foreign ehips to f>top. As for tbo letter, ho doubted 
if it would be receired and answered- He waa at 
once given to understand that if the governor of tha 
town did not eend for the letter, the ehtjiB would 
proceed up the bay to Yedo and deliver it them- 
BelveB. At this he withdrew lu a state of ^recit agi- 
tfilion, asking pcrmiflflion to return in the morning. 

DurijLg the night watch'fireA blazed at pointa 
uAong the coaat, and belle eounded the hours. The 
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walch-boflLa remnhed around the fleet, but kept at a 
reapyetful distance from Ibe perilous inTrcders. The 
nest morning the highewt official of the town came 
on board, but did hia utmost to avoid receiving tbo 
letter. In the end he offered to send to Todo fur 
permiasion^ and w&a gr^hted tbree day^ for this pur- 
pose. 

While awftiling on answer the abips were not idle. 
Surveying p&rties wtre ecui four milps up the bay, 
Boundingn and finding oi'etywhere a depth of from 
Ihirtj to forty fathoms. As they approached Ihc 
forts armed aoldicra came out, but retired agaio 
when the boat^ drew nearer. The forte, five in num- 
her» were very feeble, their tota! armament eoneint- 
ing of fourteen ^unti, none larger thiLn nine-poundeni. 
Many of the soldiers wore armed with spears. CaU' 
vas screens were slretchad fi'Om tree to tree, as 
if with the idea that these would keep back eannon- 
balls. In trulhj ihe mcnnn of defenes n'ere so alight 
that Todo lay at the merey of the American fleeL 

Villages eeemed tf> line the shores in an urhroketi 
ecriee, and numerous small urnft laj' in the harbor, 
while trading vGRHeliii eame in and out with litfle r& 
gnrd to the presenee of the foreign ships. Every 
day thoro passed up nn<i down the bay nearly a 
hundred large junks and n great number of flahiug 
and other bo&u. 

Texaimon, the governor of the town, protested 
earnestly against the survey of tho waters by the 
ohipfl, baying Chat it waa against the lawei of Japan. 
He was told that It was oommnnded by the laws of 
America, and the ooundinga wont atoadilyon. On 
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the BccoTid day tho sarvcying party proceeded somo 
ten Tuilee up Lhe bay, the Miestaeippi st^einirig in 
their wako. This rciitjed now ogitafjon in tho 
Japaneflo» govornmeot boata meoting tliom &t evciy 
point and making oamoat signa to thom to roturn. 
But DO notito was taken of those goaturee, and tho 
survey wa« continued, deep eoundinga and floftbottoua 
being found throughout. 

In tbc ovcni&g Yeenimon oame on board with a 
cheerful countenanoe, aaying that he ospooted good 
DewH Trom Tedo, thDUgh he protested stitl agairiab 
the doings of the boats. Oaoof the officers epeaks of 
him as a " geulloman, clever^ polJahcd, well informed, 
ft fine, large man^ about thirty-four, of moet excel- 
lent countenance, faking his wine fVeely, and a boon 
companion." 

On the 12th 'word canto that tho omporor wonld 
eend a high ofiicer to receive the letter. No immd- 
diatc answer would be given, but ore would be for- 
warded tb rough ibo Dutoh or tbeCbineao. Thisoflor 
thd commodorD rejected ad insulting. But, f<^aring 
that he tnigbt be detained by ueelefiA delay, he agreed 
to withdraw for a proper inierval, at the end of 
which he would return to receiTQ the an&vrer. 

On Iho 14th the reception of the letter took place, 
the occaaioD hainjn; made oiie of much ceremony. 
The commodore landed with due formality, through 
a lino of Japanese boatd, and with a following of 
three hubdrod and twenty officers and sailors froun 
the fleat, PaeaiTig through a large body of soldiers, 
behind whom stood a crowd of spectators, the bnitd- 
ing prepared for the reception was reached. It was 
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A teinporftry structure, the reception 'room of wbich 
w&n harj^ wlib £iio clotli, at&mped with the imporlnl 
symbL>U in white on a violot background. The 
princes of Idau and Iwami nwaited slu tbo Guvoys of 
the flho^n, both nf them npJenditlty ntlirftd in rfehly 
oinbroidertid robea of silk. 

A Inrgo scarlet- locquoTcd box, on gilded feet, stood 
ready to receive the lett^^r, wbicb, aitor boin^ j^bown 
in it9 rich receptacle, was pluc<*d on thts suurlul boi, 
mth translatioas in Dntcb and Chitiese. A furmai 
rectiipt waa ffivea, ending with Iho following worda: 
" Biwauee the place is not deeigned to treat of any- 
thing from foreigners, bo neither cun conforonuo nor 
ontertalumerit toko place. Tbo lottor buing received, 
you will leovo horo." 

^^I Hball return agnin, probably in April or May, 
for an answer," said the commodore, on receiving the 
reeeipt. 

^' With sH tho ahipH V aated the interpreter, 

^*Yee, and probably with more," was the raply. 

Tbiu GBtd, The c^ommodore rose and departed, the 
commissi (in era standing, but not another ;vord being 
ntUrod on cithi^r eide. As Lf to indicate to bia hoets 
how little he regarded the curt order to leave, tbo 
oommodore proceeded in tbo Susquehanna up tho 
tiay to the point the Mi^Hisaippi had reached. IIe['e 
ho dropped anchor, tho spot being afterwards known 
aa the ^'AmericaTi anchorage," On tbo following 
day he sent the MissiaHippi ton miles higher up, a 
point being reached within eight or ton railea of tha 
capiliil. Three or four miloa iu advance a crowded 
mass of flbipping waa ueon, supposed to lie at Sina- 
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gawa, the aouthorn auburb of Tedo. On tho ISLh 
the vc^Mola movod down tha bay, and on (ho ibllow- 
ing day thoj aiood out to 8©^^ no doubt greatly to 
Lhe rviWa? of tho Japaneue offlclals. 

Ill coijflcqucuce of tbo death of Lbe sboguu, which 
took plocc poon aftor^ Perry did oot relum for hia 
answer UDtil the foUowJog ye^ casting anchor again 
in the Bay of Tedo on February 13, 1854. He had 
DOW a larger fleets conaisting of three steaiD^frigatea^ 
four RloopB-of war, and two Atore-GhipB. Dntoring 
the bay^ they came to anchor at lbe point known as 
the ''Amerio&n ttncboragu." 

And now a debate arose an to whore tbo cercmo- 
DiuH of rcooptJon tshouJd take placc^ The Japancao 
wisbed tbo commodore to withdraw to a point down 
the hay, aonie twenty milas below Uragawa. Ee^ on 
the contrary, inaieted on goiag to Yedo, and sent 
boat» up to withiQ four roilea of that city to Gound 
the channeL Fin&liythQ village of Yokohama^ oppo- 
Bile tho ain'borage of the shipH, waa fixed upon. 

On the 8th of March the first recepl^on took place, 
groat formality being obaorvcd, though thie timo 
light refresbmentfl were offered. Two audienoes a 
week were subsequentty held, fit one of wbii^h, on 
March 13, tho American presents were delivered. 
Tboy coTiflistod ofcloths, agricallural impicmonts, fire- 
arms, and other artiolee, the most vatunhlG being a 
small locomotive, tender, and car, wbicb were Hot in 
motion on a circular track. A mile of telegraph 
wiro was also set up and operated, Ihib intoreating 
tho Japaneae more than anything else. They had 
the art* however, of concealing Lbcir feelings, and 
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took rare to ahovr do wvndor al anjthing die- 
pi a jed. 

In the letter of reply fVom the sho^n It 'was con- 
ceded that the demands in rolation to shipwi'ccked 
eailorB, coal, proviaions, walor, etc., wore just, and 
tbere was nhown a wUlingnesa to add a new larbur 
to that of Nagawttlii, but five years' rlolayin itn opi>n- 
iDg were askod. To thia the commodore would not 
AGcode, nor would ho cooaont to bo bound by tho 
TeetrictiCDB placed on the Dutch ard Chinese. Ha 
demandiyl three harbors, ona each in Hondo, YezO| 
iLnd the Loochao Islpadcs^ but fini^lly agi^oed to accept 
two, tho port of Simoda m Hondo and thai of Hako- 
date in Yc^o. Aq agreement buing at length reached, 
three copies of tho treaty wore excLangod, and this 
was followed hyan entertainment on the fleet to the 
Jupaneso offloiala, io wbteh thoy did full juBtico to 
American fare, and eoeraod to be particular]3' fond 
of champagne. One t>f them becftme *iO merry and 
&miliar under the influeoco of this bewrage iLat bo 
TigoroUflly ombracod the comraodoi'OT who bore tbo 
infliction with good-humored patience. 

At the new treaty porta tho restriptjona which 
liad beet] thrown around tbo Dutch at Nagaaaki 
wore removed, citizens of tho Unitod States beinf; 
free to go where thoy pleuaed within a limit of sev- 
eral milof* around ihe lownH. 

The Buccufts of the Americans in this negotiation 
atimulatcd tbo otbor maritimo naCionsT and Id the 
same year a British fleet dialled Nac^a^aki and ob- 
tained tnnimercial conucftHionf*- Tn 18B8 the trciiliea 
wore extended, the port of Yokohama replacing that 



132 



HtSTOBlCAL TALES. 



of SimodE^ and the treaty ports boing opened to 
American, Britiah, French, aod Dutch traders. Sub- 
sequently the same privileges were granted to the 
other commercial nations, the conntry was made free 
to travellers, and the long-continued Tsol&tion of 
Japan waa completely broken down. A brief ex- 
perience of the advantages of commerce and foreign 
Intercourse ccnvinoed the quick-witted islanders of 
the folly of their ancient isolation, and tboy threw 
open their country without restriction to all the 
good the world had to offer and to the fallest inflow 
of modern ideas. 



[ THE MIKADO COMES TO HIS 

I OWN AGAIN. 

\ Thb visit of Commodore Perty to Japan and tbo 

^Lguin^ of a treaty of cQrnmcrce wilb ibu UnJted 
States formeU a groat turning- polo I in the hiaiory 
or ibat aacieiit empiro. Through Itn iiiGuont^a Lbe 
mikado camo to his own agaij]» aJ^er bciiig for aevcn 
oontarioa virtually tbo TaBsal of tbo ehoguii. So 
JoTig bad be vanUbed from sight that the people 
Ifjoked upon him aa a far-cfT tipiritunl digniury, and 
had forgotteQ that ho was onco the supreme lord of 
the luud. During nil tbiB tima the imperial L^ourt 
, haJ been kept up^ w'th its prime miniat^jr, iia officiaU 
and nobloSj — with ovoiythiiigexteptiiuthor[ty. Tho 
court digniLarlefl rebuked, in their own tonccit And 
their iLQCiont titles, far above tho shogun and daimioe, 
the military loadere, but Ihey were like ao mfloy 
actors on thu stago^ playing at pawur. Tbu ahognn, 
with tbe power nt hie comniandf mlgbt bare mado 
himself tbo auproTOO dignitary, but it was easier to 
let the iileepy court at Kioto alone, leading them tha 
ebaduw of that power of whioh the Hubt^tatice wua 
in the abegun'a banda. 

Yet tbero was always a risk m tbia. Tbo slooping 
omperor might at any time awake, oall tho poople 
and tbe army to hin aid, am) bivuk through the web 
that tbo great npider of military rule bad ^ovf^n 
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uboiit hja court. Some great evo&t miglit stir Japan 
to ita depiha And caoae a viLai change id the Btato 
of nffairs. Such bd event cfime \n iha vloit of ihe 
Amsi'icuu fltet aod tbe gjgniug of a treaiy cf com- 
mcrco and iDteroruraD bjtho Tai Kun, Qt great sov- 
ereign of Japan, aa Ihe Bhogun signed himaelf. 

For iwo centiiHea and a half Japan had beea at 
peace. For nearlj iLat length of lime foreignera 
bad been forbidden to set foot on ila boiI. They 
were looLred upon as barbarians, " foreign devib" the 
i^laodera called them, the i^rouble Lbey bad caused 
long before wiia not forgutteu, and thraughout the 
iaiand empire they wore bated or doepiecd. 

The viuit of the Amerioan fleet was, therefore, 
eure Lo send a aiir of deep feeling tbrou^bcut the 
land. During ibis period of ejicitemant the Fbogun 
died, and ibe power was i^dKed by Li, the regent, a 
daring and able marif who cbcjse as ehogun a boy 
twelve yean* old, impriaoned, exiled, or beheaded all 
who opposed bim, atid was suspected of au Intention 
to depose the mikado and set up a boy emperor in 
liie place. 

All this aroused new exeilement in Jupan. Bat 
the oppOHiLion to thetie acts of the regent would not 
haro grown to revolution had no more been done. 
The explosion came when li eigried a treaty with 
the foreigners, a right which belouged only Xo tha 
mikado^ and oent word to Kioto tliul the exigency 
of the eecaaion had forced bim to take tbis acUon. 

The feeling that followed was inleuBe. The 
country boearaa divided into two pjirtieh, that of the 
mikudo, which oppoaed the foreignere, and that of 
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the ehogan, which fuvorod Lhmn. '< HoDor the 
raikttdo and expel Iho barUariafjs," became tUo pa- 
triot waUhwOL-d, nod in all direoLioria excited parti- 
%&\i9 roamed the lard, vowing that thay would kill 
tba regant and hia asw friends and that they were 
ready to dio for the trao oioporor Their fury boro 
tVait. li WAS oaaasalnatad. At the moment when a 
strong hard was moat needed, thai of the regent was 
removed. And aa ibe fuollng of bitterneaa ugainst 
the foreigftcrB grew, the influoECO cf the sboguti do- 
olined. Tbeyovitbful dignit&rywfta obliged by public 
opinion tOTisiC Kioto and do homage to Ibe mikado, 
an ancitiut ceremony which had not been performed 
Ibr two hundred and thirty yeard, And whoao fcrmer 
dxibtence had almost been forgotten. 

This was followed by n ttlill more Titnl act. Un- 
der ordert^ from the mikado, the ahogun appointed 
the prince of Echizen premier of the empire. The 
princo at onco took a. remarkable stop. For over 
two ceniunea the daimioa hud been forced to refllde 
in Yedo. With a word ho aboliflhed this custom, 
void like wild birds the feudal lorda flew away. The 
cage which had held them so long wap open, and 
they winged their way to their distant reata Thia 
act waa fatal to the glory of Yedo and the power 
of ila sovor-Qign lord. Iq the words of the native 
chroDicIePi "the preptii-e of the Tokugawa family, 
which had eudurod for throe hundred yeaiN, which 
had been aa much more hrilUant thaa Kamakura m 
the age of Voritomo as the moon is more brilliant 
than the etare, which for more than two hundred 
And aeveoty years had forced the daimios to take 
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their lora of duly in Yedo, and wblt^b Lad, day 
and nigbt, eighty thousand Taasal^ at its coiiimand, 
folJ 10 ruio Id the apaey of a single day." 

In iruth, ihe revuluLion waa largely ccmpleLaJ by 
thi^ ai^nal act, Matiy of iho daimioa aud Uii^Er ru- 
laiiiora, let [oosii from thoir prisOD^ deserted tlio cqliek) 
of their recent lord. Their plnce of aaflemblnga was 
now at Kioto, which bet^me once move populous 
and bur^tling. They Htrcn^theuod the imporiiLl court 
with gold and pledged to it tUeir devolit»n. Pura- 
phkte were iaaued, some daiming thai tJie tduna 
uwuJ allegiunee lo tbe shogiin^ othera Lhiit, the 
mikado was the true and only emporoir. 

The Qrai warhko Btep in support of tbo new ideas 
was taken in I8Q3, by the elan of Cho^hiu, wLieli 
oreetod batteries at ShinioDo^eki, refjsi^d to dibni'Di 
at the fiho^Lin^s ord^r^ and firod ou forcigu vc-at^tls, 
ThiB brought about a bombordiuefitf id the followiti^ 
year, by tho shipB of four foreign mtionti, ilie moHt 
inipurLant result of which wod to ti.'arh the Japuneau 
ibo htrcQgth of the powers against which ihey hod 
arrayed theiufielves- 

Meanwhilii the men of Choshiu, ihe declared ad- 
hereuta of the mikado, urged hira to make a journey 
to Yamato, and thus show to his people thai he was 
ready to lake the field in poraon agaioet Iho bar- 
barians. This fluggeation was at first received with 
favor, hut suddenly the Chosbin envoys nnd their 
frieuds were aiTcsted, the palace waacloeely guarded, 
and ail m&iabers at roloinora of tho cluii were for- 
bidden lo onier the capilal, an order which placed 
tbem in the position of outlawtt. Tho party of the 
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Hbogan bad made tbe mikndo believe that tbe clnn 
vfoa plotting tu SL'i7#e hia person and tbruugb him to 
control the empire, 

Tliia uet of vioJonco W to eivil war In Auguet, 
]664j the eapitai was aUaclied bya bod^of tbirieen 
hundred mon of ibe ('hgr^hiu aud atlmr disaffected 
claoa. It was defonded by the adhureiild of the nbo- 
g\in, now tbo eupportora of tho raikado. I'or two 
daya the battle raged, aod at thu end of tbut Ume 
a great port of tbo dty wan a heap of usW, some 
thirty thousand edificea being destroyed by the 
flamor^. ^'Tbo 51o3som CapitiLl boeamo a Bcoi'cbed 
deflert," Tbo Choshiu wci-a dofiiatedT ^^^ Kioto lay 
in ruins. A Japane-ie dly ta lilco it houfte or card- 
boai-d» easily destroyed, and almost aa easily reboill. 

Tbia conflict was followed by a march in force 
upon Clioabiu to punish ita rebeilieua people. Tbe 
tixpudilioii was not a popular one. Some powerful 
feudal lorda refused to joJo it. Of thor*e niuatorod iato 
the ranks many bocamo oeuTcnicnLly eiek, and tboue 
vbo marcbad wure dinorgauized and without heart 
for the fight. Chosliiu, on the contrary, was well 
prepared. Theclanamen, who had long been in con- 
tact with tho Dutch, had thrown aside tho native 
weapondr were dnlLed in European tactice, and were 
well armed with rillsH and artillery. The result wae, 
afler a thr^o niontiia' campaign, the complete defeat 
of the invading army, and an almost fatal blew to the 
presltgo of the shogun. Thia defeat waa immediately 
fulluwed by the death of the young Hhcgun, who had 
been worn out by the inlouso aiudoty of hia period 
of rule. 
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He voB euccceded by the LasI of tLe eho^na, 
Koibi, uppointod head of Lho ToLcugawa family in 
Ocloberj 1S66, and ahuguo in January, 1857, This 
poaitioTi hti haiJ froqueutly declined, He was Far too 
weak ;iiid 5ckb a man to hold it at auch a time. 
Ho ^vaB popular eit court becaut^o of hia o^ipoBittoa 
to the adtuiaaiou of the foreigiiera, but ho was by no 
meann the man to hold the reina of guvemnient at 
that poriloas jiincturo of affairfl- 

In fact, he had hardly a{^ceptcd the office when a 
vigorous pre^ure wan brought upon him to resign, in 
which a niniiher of jirijices nnd |njwerfal noblemen 
took parL It was their purpose to roatoro the ancient 
gOTornmenl of the rtiatm. Kciki yielded, and m 
November, 1867^ roHigned hi« high office of Sei-i Tai 
Bliognn. During this csritical inUirval the niilcado 
bad died^ and a new youthful emperor had beon 
raised to the throne. 

But tho imperial power was not ao easily to be re- 
RtoreJ, ui\or l(a many centuries of abrogation. The 
Aidzu. Uic moBt loyal of all tbe clana Lo ih^ flhogun, 
and the leaders in tLe vrar against tbe Choehiu^ 
guarded the palace gates, and for the lime buing 
wure inMtci'8 of the Nitualiou. Meanwhile the party 
of the mikado was not idle^ Gritdually small parties 
of Boldiera were Qcut by them to the oapitalf and a 
quiet influence was brought to bear to induce the 
court to take advantage of the opportunity aud by 
a bold movement abolirth tbo offiuo of shogun and 
declare ihe young i>mparor the aule sovereign of tbe 
realm. 

Tbifl coup-tTeCat was uRected January 3, 1863. On 
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that day the lalroducod trooiis suddenly took pos&oH- 
eioQ of the pAlooe gates, the noblea who Burrouoded 
the emporor wero JiBniTsflad and replatiad by otbi3rs 
fftToratle to Lho movement, and an edict w&a isaucd 
ID the DAmo of the mikado declaring the office of 
ehogun fiboliabed, and that the sole govornmeut of 
the empirQ lay m ihe hands af the mikado und hia 
court. New offices were efltablishod find new officials 
choHGD to lill them, the clan of Cboeblu was rclic^vcd 
from the ban of reheUion and bonorad as the mjp< 
portur of the imperial power, and a completely new 
govaruoieat was crgauized. 

This d^JBEva action ]4>d to civil war, The ad- 
hcT«nte of the Tobogawa clan , in high indignation 
at ibis revalutiDHDry at;t, left, the (.'apUal^ Keiki, who 
now soughL to Heise hla power aguin^ ai their head. 
On the ^tb of February bo marcbod upon Kioto 
wUb an army of ten thousand, or. as Home say, thirty 
thoiifland, mon. The two roads leading to the capital 
bad been barrit^edH aad were dofended by two 
thouBand man, armed wllh artilleryn 

A ferce battle followed, la«Cii:g for three daya. 
Greatly as the defondera of the barriere wure out- 
numbered, thajr defoncea and artillery^ with their 
European diaciplino, gave them the victory- The 
abogun was defeated, and ded with hta army to 
Ozaka, the e&fltle of which wan enplured and burned, 
while he took refuge ou an American vessel in the 
harbor. Making hia way thence to Yedo in one of 
bis own fihips^ be abut himself up In hia palace, 
once more with the purpose r>f witbdniwing J>oiu 
the struggle^ 
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His retaiQtiTfi and lOfiny of the daimion end clons 
ur^iMl bim lo oonLiDne ilie wnr, deelariug that, with 
tbc lai'go ormj aud ubundanl eupplit^s at lim rr>m'- 
mnrd, and thu poworful dect under his conU'ol, they 
ODiild rattcr^j him to tho posjtioa ho hiid lotii. But 
Kijiki had b&d enough of war, and could not benr 
Lbe idea of buing a rebel againEL his liugit tord. 
Doclai-ing that ho would never take up arms againbt 
the mikadOj he withdrew from, the Htrugglo to pri- 
vate life. 

la the nieftn time the viclorloua forces of tlio 
eoutb hod reached tbo suburbs cf Ycdo, and wore 
threfttenicg lo apply tbe loiTh to that tinder-bos of 
a cityunlee§ it were immediately Biirrendered. Their 
commaodcr, boiu|; advjacd of the purpose of Lbu sho- 
gun^ promised to aparo the city, but assailed and 
buraed the ma^aificcut temple of Uyeno, io which 
tho rebeU still in arms had taken refuga. For a 
year loager the war wont oa, victory overywhere 
favoring the imperial army. By Lbo let of July, 
1S69, hoetiliLieR wore aban ead, and the mikado waa 
the sole lord of the realm. 

Thus endtjd a mililary dom^iuation that had con^ 
tiuued for eereu hundred years. In 1167, Klyomori 
had made himself military lord of tbe empire. In 
]gG9, Mutauhito, the one hundred and t^enty4hird 
mikado in iiaoal doHcent, rcaumod ibo imperial power 
whicb had ao loag been lo&U Uulikc Chiaa, over 
which so many dynabtiob have rulod^ Japan hue been 
governod by u single dyaaaty^ according to the native 
records, fur moro than twenty-five hundred y^nrs. 

The fall of the sboguu waa fallowed by the fall of 
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fotdulism. Tie emperor, for the first lime for many 
c^niurios, canio from bohlnd his aci^een and i^how&d 
bimnolf openly to his pcop]«> Yedo was niado tho 
castoni cupital of iho roftlm, itn nunio boing chargod 
to Tokio. Hither, in September, 1871, the daimio^ 
wore once mora »[imfnoiiwJ,and ibo order waa i»isued 
th&t they should give up tboirstrQDg holds ftnd feudal 
rctomera imd retire to privfilo lifo. They o hoy od. 
Re^mtjince would have beou in •vela. Thue foil an- 
other azioient institullon, eight centuries old. Tba 
revoliition was tit fin end. The BhogiiriEite and the 
feudal fiyetom had failon, to rise ng more- A aingb 
absolute lord ruled o?er Japan, 

Ab regards iho cry of '* expel the barbarianB/* 
whiob had Srst given rit^ to hofitiliticb^ it gniduAlIy 
died awny aa the revolution coutinucd. Thoetronglh 
of the foreign fleotBi the advantages of foreign com- 
merce, the ouncepUon which oould uot be avoided 
that, iDSlOAd of buJug barbarians, these aliejm held 
Ml the high pHzes of civilization nnd had a thouHJiiid 
important leaaons to teaeb, caused a complete change 
of mind among The intelligent Japfm^He^ and they 
quickly began to welcome those whom they had 
hitherto invoterntoly oppoHod, and to change their 
institutions to accord with those of the Western 
world. 



HOW THE EMPIRE OF CHINA 
AROSE AND GREW. 

Fbou Iho biatory of Japan wo now turn to that 
of China, a fkr older and more e:^teiisive kingdr^nif 
HO old, indeed^ that it has now growu di'crejiiL, while 
Japan accnia still in tho glow of TigorouB youthn 
But, as out tales will Bhow, there was a long period 
in the past during which Cbina was Ml of youthful 
energy and activity, and there may be & lime \w the 
future when a new youth will como to that hoary 
kingdom, the meet venerable of any oxieting upon 
the face of the earth, 

'Who the Chiiieflo originally were, whence they 
came, haw long they have dwelt In their preaent 
realm, are queetioos easier to aak tban to anewer. 
Their history does not reach back to their origin, ex- 
cept in vague and doubtfiit outlino*. The time was 
when that great territory known oa China waa the 
homo of aboriginal triboa, and the firat hiatorica! 
sketch ^ven ua of the Chineed represents them 
as a little horde of wanderers, destitute of hounea, 
clothing, and fire, living on the spoils of the cbaiUf 
and on roote and insects in timoa of ecaroity. 

Those peopla were not Bona of the soil. They 

oaniB froia. Aomo far-off region. Some think that 

their onginal home lay In the country to the aouth- 

east of the CaBpran, while later IheoristH seek to 
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trace Iheir origin la BabjloaJa, an an offshoot of tbe 
Mongctlian peoplo to wbom tbat land owed ita oQrIy 
liiDgiiage and culture. From aomo Boeh place the 
primitive Chinew mado thetr way by slow slages to 
Ibe eiiKt, probably crossing the head-watora of the 
Oxue and joiirnoying along the eouthem slopes of 
tte Tin n Shan Mounialnfi, 

All this is coiijufiture, hat wo touch flrmer soil 
when wo trace them to tho upper course of the 
Hoang-hOj or, Yellow Kivor, whoso stream Ibey fol- 
lowed eastward until they reached ths fortilo plains 
of the district now known as 8hari.se. Here the 
immigrants settled lu small colonics, and put in 
practJco those habita of settled labor which they 
seem to have brought with tham fi-om afar. Yet 
there is reason to believe that they had at one time 
been nomnds, belonging to the herding rather than 
to the agrioultural raot^s of the earth. Many of the 
comnion words in their language ard purtly made 
up of the chai'aotors for nheep and cattle, and the 
Chincdo house so resembles the Tartar lent in ou^ 
lino that it is said that the eotdiers of Genghis Khao, 
on taking a city, at once pulled down tbo walls of 
the houses and lell the roof supported by its wooden 
columns as an excellent substitute for a tent. 

However that bo, the new-comara seem to haro 
quickly become farmers, growing grain for food and 
flaK for their garments. Tho culture of the silk- 
worm was early known, trade waa developed^ and 
fairs wore held. There was intelleotual culture also. 
They knew something of aatronomy, and probably 
possessed tbe art of liieroglyphie writing, — >vhich, 



144 



HISroaiCAL TALES. 



jf they came from Babylonia, they may well have 
brouifhl with thom. 

ThH loolc place Atg thousand y&ara or more ngo, 
and for a loag time the hintory of the ChiiiGst- wna 
that of tho cODquest of the ralive tribee. They 
name tbeTneelves tbo '^blaek-Kaircd race/' but their 
foes are clasBod as ** fiery doga" in the north, "great 
bowmen" in the east, '* mounted warriorB"' tn tho 
wcflt. and " ungo^cmablo vermin" io the eouLb. 
A|[jainet these savugoa war waa probably long con- 
tinued, ihe invaders gradually widening their aroa, 
founding new statea, driving baek the nallvea into 
the mocintaiDB and desertH, and finally no nearly 
annihilating thorn that only a email remnant re- 
mained. Tho descendants of these, the M&BOu-taEd, 
njimiilnin-dweMerTij still remain hoHtilo to Chimt, and 
hold tbeii' own in the mountain etronghclds agalnAt 
its armioa. 

Such was tbe China with which history opens. 
Anr^ient ChineKe writers amuse themselves with a 
period of millions of years in whicL Tcnerable dy- 
naetioB roignod^ serving to fill up tho vuet gap inado 
by (heir imagination in the period beforo written 
bislory began. And when history does appear it is 
Dot easy to tell how much of it is fact and how 
much fiction. Tho first ruler named, Yow-ohEiou She 
(the Nest-having), was the chief who induced tho 
wanderers to settle within ti^e bend of the Yellow 
Kirer aud make huts of boughs. After him came 
Suy-jin She (the Pire-maker), who dieeovered the 
art of producing flro by tho fi-ietfon of two pieces 
of dry wood, also how to count and i-cgister time by 
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m4>ana of knoU tied In rords. Fub-he dhoovered 
iron bj- accidont, and reigoed one hundred aodf ftecn 
ycare. Ciiin-nuog invontod the plougb, and in ono 
dfiy discovered aovcTity poisonous plaoU and as many 
anlidf>tOT. Under Hoang-li the calendar was regu. 
Iflted, roads were eooatructwd^ veasele were built, 
and Iho titio of 2Y, or Kmpcror^ was first aaeutnod, 
Houng-ti moana ^'Yellow Emporor/' and bocame a 
fkvr^riLu name witb tliu foundora of \kIgt dyna«tio3. 
Hie wifer Se-);ng-sho, y/us ih*s first to unravel ailk 
from oocoonfl and weave it into <;Ioth. Several 
Others followed^ all partly OT wholly fabulous, until 
Yao Hsconded the thrune in 2356 B.C. With this 
omporor history begins to throw off some littlo of 
tho miat of legend and mythology. 

With the raignof Yao the historical work of Con- 
famuB begins, Hm narrative is not truetworthy 
history, but it is not pure f^ble. Yao and Shun, his 
successor, are two of the notably characters in tbo 
ancient annals of China. Under Ihom virtue rolgnod 
Bupreme, crime waa unknown, and tho empire grew 
in oxtcnt and prosperity. The groatGst dltfinully 
with which thoy had to contend was tho overflow 
of Ibo Hoaag-ho, an unruly stream, which from that 
day to thJH baa fYom timo to lime swept away :ta 
banks and drowred itn millions. Yu, tbc next em- 
peror, drained off tho waters or tho mighty flood, — 
wbieb aome bavo thought tho enmo afi the doLuge 
of Noah. This work occupied him for nine years. 
His last notable acL wari to denounce tbo inventor 
of an intoxicating drink made from nee, from which 
he predicted untold misery to the people. 

ID 
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All thia comee to us ftom tho CcnfuHan *' Book of 

E"ietor3V' wbioh gooa or with qnesilonable stories 
of many litter eniijurorft. They wure not all gowl 
and wise, like moflt of those Bamed, Sonio of tbe 
doscendnnts of Yu bocarao tyrants and ploafiury- 
soi^kerdr tbeir p&lacee tlie soate of Hceties of DnielCy 
and debaucberj surpiiaMng Ibo doeda of Noro- Two 
emparora in particular, Koeand Ctow, are hold up 
as raoDBtora of wiukednesK and i^xamplca of disso- 
luteness beyond compiinson. The last^ under tbe in- 
lluencu nf a woman named Ta-Ke, biacanie a rrigbtfiil 
exampla of aoneiiality and cnjeltj. Among the inven- 
tions of Ta-Kcf was a cylinder of polished brnss, along 
which her victims were force<i to walk ov^y a bed of 
fire below^ she laughing in ^rreat glee if tbey elipptid 
and fell into the flames. In fact, Cbinose inroution 
exhausts itself in desc^riljing the crimes and immnral 
doings of this abominable pair, which, formnately, 
we are not obliged to believe. 

Of the later emperors, Mou Wang, who came to 
tbe throne about 1000 E.a, was famed as a builder 
of palaces and publio works, and was tbe firr^t of the 
emperors to come into conflict with the Tnrtara of 
the Mongolian plaine^ who afterwardH gave China 
aiich oadlosa trouble. Ho travelled into regions 
before UDkaown, and brought a now breed of horses 
into China, which, fed on '^ dragon grasa/^ were able 
to travel one tboasan<l H in a day. As tbis diutance 
is nearly four hundred milea, it would be well for 
modem borHemen if some of that dragon grass oouJd 
yet bo found. 

It is not worth while going on with tbe story of 
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these early rnQnarcb^^ cf whom all we know is so 
brief and unimportant aa not to be worth the tolling, 
while little of it in aafo to bcllovt^. In tho '^ burning 
of the bookj*/' which took pla<?e later, mosi of the 
ancient hislory dLsappeared, while the "Book of 
Kiatory" of Confacius, which profeaace to have 
lakon from tho earlier books Ekll thnt waa worth the 
telling, ia too meagre atid unimporlaaC m ita atory 
to be of much value. 

Yet, if we can bi^liove ait wo are told, the histcriana 
of China wore at any time ready to become martyre 
in ibe eauae of truth, and ga^'e the atory of tho dif- 
ferent reigna with wngclar fldt^lity and intnipidity, 
Mailla relates the following incident i " In the reign 
of the emperor Ling Wang of the Chow dynasty, 
548 fl-c, Chang Kon^, Printie of Tei, became enam- 
oured of the wffe of Taoultrhow, a general^ who 
reaented the affront and killed the prince. Tbo 
hiJitorians attached to the hauschold of the prince 
recorded the factt?, and named Tfiouiohow aa the 
murderer. On learning this the general caused the 
principal historian to be arretted and alain, and 
appointed another in bm place. But as aoon aa the 
new hiatorian entered upon bis office ho recorded the 
exact facta of the whole oeeurrence, inL^Iuding the 
death of his predece«Mjr and the cause of hte death. 
Taouichow vvoa ao much enraged at this that ho 
ordered all the momhors of the Tribunal of Hiatory 
to be esrecuted. Eut at once the whole literary clatta 
in the principality of Tal eet to work expoairg and 
dcnouncinc; the conduct of Taouichow, who aoon 
perceived that his wiBOr plan would bo to reconstitute 
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the Tribunal and to allow it to follow ita own de- 

Other BtonGfi to the aame effect are U\\d. They 
are very likely exaggerated, but there is g-ood rojison 
to believe that the literary dnee of Cbinn woroobsti- 
nato to the rorga of martyrdom In niaintainmg the 
fatiis &nd traditiona of the par^T^ and that death Aig- 
nified to thorn lean than dishonor. Wc fihnll ace a 
BtrikingLEiHtanCflof this in the etory of Hoang-ti^ tho 
burner of the booki. 

In the period to which we have now come, China 
^£Lb far from being the great empire it ie to-day. On 
the south it did not extend beyond tho great river 
Tangteze Kfang, a!l the region to the south being 
Btill hdd by the native tribus. On the north the 
Tartar tribes occupied the steppes. At tbe fall of 
the Chow dynasty^ in 2&E> b.o,, the empire OKtendod 
through five degreaa of latitude and thirteen of 
longitude, covering hut a HmaJ] fraction of its present 
Area, 

And of this region only a minor portion could 
ikirly be claimsd as imperial soil. The bulk of it 
was hpid by feudal princes, whose ancostorH had 
prohaWy conquered thoir domains ages before, and 
Rome of whom held thomficlrea equal to the em- 
peror in power and pride. They acknowledged but 
alight allegiance to the imperial goYernnient, and fur 
centuriee tbe country was dJatracted by inlernal 
warfcroj until the great Hoang-ti, whose etory w© 
have yet to tell, overthrow fi>udalirtm, and for tbe 
first time united all China into a ningle empire. 

Tho period that we have bo rapidly run over 
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embrac-ea no less thiui two Ihousand yeore of partly 
auibentic history^ and & thousand or more yoara of 
fkbuluus annals, during wbich China steadily grew, 
though of what we know concerning it there is little 
ID which any absolute truat con he placed. Yet it 
woe in this period that China mode its greatest 
progress in literature and religious reform, and that 
it8 great lawgivers appeared. With this phase of ita 
history we shall deal in the succeeding tale. 



CONFUCIUS, THE CHINESE 
SAGE. 



li» tho later yeflre of the Chow dynasty appeured 
tbe twQ gretiteaEi thinkerH thdL Chma isvcr prudutied, 
Laoulse, tho first and ablest ptilosopher of his race, 
and CcofuciuB, k practical thinker and reformer who 
has had few ei^ualr^ in the world. Of Laoutsa we 
know little. Born 604 B.C., in humble life, ho lived 
in rotircmont, and when more than a hundred joara 
old began » journey to the woat and vanUhod from 
history. To tho guardian of the paaH through which 
he sought Ihe weaLern regiime he gave a hook wliich 
contained ibo thoughts of hia lifo. This forme the 
BibJe oftheTaouititic religion, whioh atill hoa a large 
following ifi China. 

ConftioJuH^ or Kong-foo-tse, bom 651 b.o., waa aa 
practic:al in intellec^t oa Laoutao was tnyetic&l, and 
baa u^fortod an eztraordinaiy iaduenoo upon the 
Chineae r^ce. For thlfl reason it seems important to. 
give rtorne at-coiirt of his tiareer. 

The story of his life e?iiat9 in aomcdetail^ and may 
be given in epitome. As a child he was distinguished 
for his respect to older people^ his gentleness, mo- 
du8ty, and i|iii(^kneaH of intellect. At nineteen ho 
marritsd and was made a m&ndario. being appointed 
BU peri n ton dent of tho markets, and oUersTards placed 
in ohargo of the public fields, the sheep and cattle. 
160 
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Ufa industrj wae rerowkable, and eo great were h!a 
imppovomontfl io agriculttiro that Iho whole face of 
the country chonged, and plenty aiiccoeded pov- 
erty. 

At twenty-two he became a public Leacbar, and 
at thirty bogan the Mudy of musiQ, making Buch re- 
markable progress in thie art that fi^m the atudy 
of f>ne pioee he was able to describe the person of 
the cotnpof^^r^ even to his features &Dd the expression 
of htB oyofl, Hia teacher now gave him up. Tho 
pupil had paeaed infinjlcly beyond bis reac^h. At 
the nest, important epnch in the life of Conliiciua 
(499 B.o) he had beconic one of the chief minislers 
of the king of Loo. Tbb potontate foil into a dis- 
pute iritb the riv&l king of Ta\, and an interi^iew 
between the two kings tcnik pluee, in whtiih il Ncheme 
of truachery doyiMd by ibe king of Tai waj* bufiJed 
by the vigilance and courage of the learned miniBtor 
of Loo, 

But, the high praeeptH of Confliems proving too 
Q.\fllL(!d for tho feeble virtue of his kingly brapioyor, 
tho phibaopbar Boon left hie Borvico, and entered 
upon a period of travel and fltudy, toaohing the 
people ns he wont, and constantly attended by a 
□uinber of difidplo». HiH mode of illuBtratfng his 
procepta ia Indicated in an intoT^alicg anecdote, 
'^Aa he was joumeyingj one day he saw a woman 
weeping and wailing by agravo. Confticiiis inquired 
tho cause of her grief ^ You weep as if you hjul 
experienced aorrow upon aorrow/ said one of the 
attendante of the eage. The woman answered, *lt 
is so: my husband's father was killud here by a 
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ti|;or, and my husbtiud alao; aod now my son hi.h 
met tho Bamo fato." ' Why do you not (oavc the 
place?' askod Confucius, On her replyingj 'There 
ia hero uo opprosaive gOTerDtnont/ he turned Lu hia 
diflciples and eaid, ' My childrtJ0» reniL-mbor ihiB, — 
opproaaivo govoramenl b more cruel thnn a tJgor."" 

On another of tbeir jourrwjya they ran out of food^ 
and OUB of tht! di>^L-ip[eH, fnint with hunger, asked rhe 
Hage, "Mubt the suporbr man indeed fiuflbr in thiH 
way?'' '^The Buporiormau may havo to auffer waut/' 
answered Coufueiua, ^'but the moan laaDj whon bo ia 
iu waut^ givea way to unhrtdli^ lieenne." The laiit 
five ycni^j^ of hU life were speat iu Loo* Lie native 
Btato, in teaching and in dnifihlng tho works ho bad 
long boen writing. 

Confuciiir^ H^ati no pbiloBopher in ihe ordiuaiy 
Reuse- He ^aH a moral teaehar, but devii^t^d uo 
syatepi of religion, telling his disciploB that tho 
demands of thiu world were quite enough to engage 
the thoughts of men, and tbat the future might be 
lei\ to provide fojr itatlf. He cared noLhiug Jibuut 
science and studied none of the lawa of nature, but 
devoted himself to the leaching of the pHnciples of 
eonduct, with a wisdom and a practieal common 
aeuse that have never been surpassed. 

Of all tho great men who have lived upon the 
earth, conq^uorors, writers, invectorB, and othera, 
none have gained so wide a renown as this quiet 
Ghlneae moral teacbtiri whose faiuo boa foached ttie 
ears of moro millions of mankind than that of any 
other maa who has evar lived. To-day his deseeud- 
anta form the only hereditary nobility in China^ with 
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tha QxcD[itisD of tboaa of his groat diectple Meiiciua, 
who proved a worthy succcaaor to Iho saga. 

It IB to CoatUciua that wq owo nctirly all we poseoBa 
of the early literature of Chiua, Of what ara known 
as the '* Five CUasics," (bar are by his band. The 
"Book of ChangeB," the oldest claasic, was written 
by a mystic named W&n Wang, who iivod about 1 150 
B,G. It la highly revered, but no odg pretendB to 
uodurstand It. The works of ConfuchiB uidudc the 
"Book of Hiatory," the '• Book of Udee," the " Book 
of Hitoe/' and tho *' Spring and Autumn Annals/' all 
of them highly OHteemed in China for llio knowledge 
thuy give of ancient days and waya. 

Tho records of the oarly dycABtioa kept at the 
imperial court were closely studied by Confueiuflj 
who HelecCed from tbem all that he thought worth 
preBomiig. This he t^ompiled lutu tbe Shoo King, or 
^'Book of nistory/' The contoutB of this work we 
have condensed in the preceding tale. It coodiste 
m^atnly of conversations between the kings aod their 
mIniHtera, in which the prinoiptoB of the pLlTJurchul 
Chinefie government form the loading themo- '^ Do 
not be aabamod of mifitakefi, and thus mnke them 
Crimea/' aaya one of these practical miaiiitera. 

The Le-ket or "Book of BitoH/* compiled from a 
very ancient work, lays down exact rules uf life for 
Chinamen^ which are Htill mioutoly ohoyed. The 
Chun T3eii>, or*' Spring and Autumn Annala/" em- 
braces a mere etatomant of events which oceurred 
in the kingdom of Loo, and contuina vury [ittlo of 
hisloncal and tuae of any other value. Tho " Book 
of Odes/' on the contrary, poaaeseieB a great literary 
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vuluc^ in preaerviug far ua the poetic remaina of 
ancient Chioa, 

Literature in tb&t country, as elsowbere, aacms to 
h&va begun with poetry^ and of the songs and bal- 
lads of the early period official coltectioas of con- 
sidcrablo value wore mftdo. Not only at tbo impe- 
rial oourt, but at (hose of the feudal Lords, there 
were literati whose duty it was to collect the aonga 
of the people and diligently to preserve the hiatan- 
c&l recordfi of the empiro. Prom the latter Con- 
fLiciii9 eonipiUd two of the booica already named. 
Thero alHO fell into bis haoda an official collection of 
poems coutaioing some three thousand pieces. TheAe 
the Q&ge carefully edited, seLectrng such of them aa 
*' would be serviceablo for the inoulcatiou of pro- 
priety and righteuusness." These poems, throe hun- 
dred and eleven in number, oonatiLute the She King, 
cr *^Book of Odea," forming a remarkable collec- 
tion of primitiTo voraoa which breathe the spirit of 
peace and simple life, broken by few aounda of war 
or revelry, but yielding njany tracea of family affeo- 
tion, poacefhl rcpoao, and religioue feeling. 

Theae are not the only remaine of the aucient Chi- 
nese literature. There are four more books, which, 
with the five named, make up the '^Nine ClaafiioB," 
Theae were written by the pupila and diaciplea of 
Confuciuef the moat important being tl^e Mang tsze, 
or ** Worka of Menoiua," They are records of the 
aayingH and dotngs of the two sages Coufuciua and 
Meneiue, whoao remaikablc precepta, liko those of 
tbe Greek aage Socrates, would have been loet to Ibe 
world but for the loving diligeoce of their diatiplas* 
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All this is not hiatory in the ordinary aoDAe. But 
tba men deocribedf aad p&rticul&rly Conf^ius, have 
had ao potent au influenoe upon all that relates to 
ChiDeaa life and hiatory, that aome brief account of 
them and their doinge seemed indispensable to our 
work. 



THE FOUNDER OF THE CHINESE 
EMPIRE, 



Th tho year 246 B.o, Cftroe to tbe throne of Cbma 
tlie mudl fkmuui4 of all the monarvliB of thaLsLDclenl 
empire, ibe celebriited Houugtif — Tein Cbi Ilofing-li, 
or *■ firHt sovoreigi] emperor of tbc Taioa," to give 
him hU full title. YariouaelorieB are told by ChJnofie 
hiatponaod of the origin of this great mon^rt^li, th^y 
deiijiug Lhat he nas of royal blood. They suy iLat 
to ^Toe the Gon of a woman alaTO who tad b«GD 
bought by the emperor, atid that the boy'a real fothwr 
was a merchant, her former master Thit* siory, 
whether true or falso, gave the youDg emperor much 
trouble in later yearaH Hia mother, afier he came to 
the throno, grow so disaipnted that he woa forced to 
punitih her lover and baDish her. And the merchant, 
hid repuled falh^ being given a jiluce at oourt, be- 
corno eager for a higher pouilion, and sought to in- 
flueaee the ompoi'or by hint^ and wLUpuiiiigs of the 
aecrGt hold he ponseAsed over him. Hoangti wan not 
the mao to he dealt with in auoh a fashion, and Ltie 
intrlgning merchant^ finding a etorm of vengeance 
comiug, poisoned himaolf to eseapo a norse fato. 

Such are the atones told of the origiE of the famous 
emperor. They may not be Irue, for ihu hifttoriann 
hated him, for rcaaotia yet to be given, and made the 
most of anjabing they eould say againet him. All 
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we are sore of fa that he ascended tbe tbrone at 
the youthrul uge of thirteon^ and oven at th&l age 
quicklj made hia influonco widely felt. Wbat Ijiy 
before him was practioally the oonquoflt of Ohinflj 
vhoBe great feudal lorda were virlufiHy independent 
of the throne, and had, not long before, overwholmad 
tLe Imperial armiea, 

Foituoately for the jouDg ompcror, tbo groftt 
prmct^^ having no ftJir of a hoy, either dinbandod 
their forcuH or quarrelled among IheniBelvoH, two 
of thij luoflt powerful of them declaring war upon 
each oth^r. Taking advantage of these dis^eneions, 
Hoangti gi^inedf step by stop, the desired eontrol 
of his foea, Ouki, n great general in tbe interi^t 
of the priotMs, waa disgraced by the aid of bribery 
and faldohood, ucToral of the etrcni; cities of the 
princes wera ft«ized, and when they entered tbo field 
against the emperor their armieSj no longer led by 
tbe able Ouki, were easily defeated. Thus steadily 
the power of the youthful monarch incroaacd and 
that of his opponents fell away, tbe disracmbered 
empire of China slowly growing under his rule into 
a coherent whole. 

Meanwhile war arose with foreign cnemiee, who 
appeared on the western and northern boundaries 
of the empire. Tn this quarter the Tartar tribes of 
the desert had lung been troublesomst and now & 
great combination of these warlike nomada, known 
as the Heung-nou, — perhaps the same fis the Huns 
who aflerwarde devastated Europe^ — 'broke into the 
defenceless bonier prcvijicen, plundering and sbiugh- 
teriog wherever Ihoy appeared. Againat this danger- 
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oua enemy the emperor manifested the sftitic energy 
that he had done Against hie domestic foes. CoJlcct- 
itig & ^reat army, throo huodrod (housaod etrong, h(> 
marehjjd into thoir country and overthrew them in a 
BeHea aV sigtuxX victoriee. Id the end those Jn the 
vicinity of China were ezterminated, and the others 
driven to t&ke relbgo in the mountaina of Mon^lia. 

Thje success waa followwl by a remarkable per- 
formuDce, one of the most stupendous in the history 
of the world. Finding thiLt Bever&I of the northern 
fitatos of the empire were hutlding linos of fortifi- 
cation along thBir rerthern frorliera for defenca 
against their Tartar enemies, tho emperor conceived 
the extraordinary project of bnilding a gigantic wall 
along tho wbola northoru boundary of China, a groat 
bulwark to este&d from the ocean on the east to 
the interior extremity of tha modern province of 
KaU'sah on tha west. This work was begun under 
the direct supervieioii of the emperor in 314 B.C., and 
prosecuted with the «]eeplese energy for which he 
had made himself famous. Tireless as he wa4^ how- 
ever, the t:Lsk was too great for one man to perform, 
and it was not completed until after bia death. 

This extraordinary work, perhaps the greatest 
ever uiiiertaken by the hand of man^ ojlends over a 
length of twelve buadred and fifty-five miles, the wall 
itselff if measured throughout ita sinuous extent, be- 
ing fully fifteen hundred miles in length. Over this 
va^t reach of moaatainand plain it is carried, regard- 
less of hill or valo, but " scaling the precipices and 
topping the ':raggy hills of thu country." It ia not & 
solid maaSfbut is composed of two retaining walls of 
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brick, built upon ^^nito roundationa^ while rhe ^pacd 
bctwcoTi them la filled with earth and Atonna, It ia 
About twouty-fiTO feet wido at banc and fijleon at 
top. and v&riea from fifteen to thirty feet in hsight, 
with fVequont towers rising above ilH goneml leveL 
At the top & pavement of brinks — now ovetgrown 
with gi'aea — fortnaa eurfacc finish to the work. 

How many thouaanda or hundreds of thouaanda 
of the indnstriaiiH Uboreri* of China aponL iheir livas 
upon this »tupeudou4 work bUtory doo8 not tt>IL It 
etande as a etriking mOQumoDt of the magnifieonl; 
coaeeptions of Hoangti, ixnd of tb« patient industry 
of hifl suLjootfl, bosido which the building of thd 
great pyramid of Egypt ainkfl IdIo iusTgaificauce. 
Tot, sls history hoa abundantly proved, it waa « 
waste of labor bo far as answering its purposo wa^ 
concerned- In the hands of a strong emperor liko 
Hoaugti it might well defy tbe Tartar foe. In the 
hands of many of his weak auccesaore it proved of 
no avail) tho hordes of Iho desert swarming like 
BDte over lis undefended reaches, and pouring upon 
the ftioble country that sought defence in walls, not 
in men. 

While this vast building operation was going on, 
Hoangti had his bands so full with internal wars 
that ho adopted tbe custom of sitting on his throne 
with a naked eword in hie hand, significact of hia 
uoeeaeiiiig alertnesa agaiust hid foea. Not until his 
reign was near its end was he able to reiurn this 
embloni of war to its scabbard and enjoy for a few 
years tbo peace he had ao ably won. 

No aoooer had tbe great emperor fioUbed bis 
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cflmpiiign of viutory ftgainst the Heung-nou Tarlars 
than he found hjmeolf coofrontcd bycnpiuioB atliomo^ 
tbo aHhcrectB of the rcmainlD;^ feudal princoa whose 
indopendoot power wur ihrentened, Tho first with 
whom he cjime in oontaot wilh the powei'ftil pnnco 
of Chow, soTerol of whose cities ho captured, tho 
uoighborin^ prinoc of Hun bei&g bo terrified by this 
aiictess that he surrendered without a couloat. In 
fkci^ordnncD with Hoarigti'e method^ tha piirici) wnu 
forced to yioM hia power and i-otiie to private life 
in tho dommions of the ooEqaoror. 

Chow etill held out, under an able general, Limou, 
who defied the emperor atid defeatyd hin annies. 
Houngti, fiudiug hiniHcIf opposed by an abter nmti 
than any ho bad under hia conimnnd, employed 
againnt him tho aamo eecrel arts hy which bo had 
before dJ»pohed of the valiaiit Ouki. A eourtierwas 
bribed to malign the absent general and poiAoa the 
n kind of the prince against the faithful eomniandor 
of his forces. The intrigue was eucceftfifulT Limou 
wuH rw-Qlh>d IVoni liis eommundj and on his revising 
to obey was assassinated bj order of the prince. 

Hoangti had gain&d his ond» and hia adversary 
soon paid dearly for his lack of wisdom nod juatiee, 
ills dominions were ovomin, hie capital, Hautan^ 
was taken and sacked, aud ho and his family becamo 
priaonora to one who was not notod for morey to 
hie fooB. The large provint^o of Chow was added lo 
the empire^ which was now growing with aurpriaing 
rapidity. 

This enemy dispof^od of, Hoangti had another with 
whom to deal. At hia court reeidod Prioce T&n. heir 
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of the ruler of Ten. Whether out of fiettled polky 
or iVom whim^ llie emperor iaautLad thb viJ^itor e^j 
flagrantly tbal he flod tho court, burning for revengfl. 
Ab the mofll direct wuy of obtaining thia, he hired 
an SBBflBBin to murder Hoaugti, induoiog him to 
Accept tho task by proEuiaLng him tho title of "Lib^ 
erator of the Empire." Tho plot was nearly BUCcesB- 
i\il. Finding it very diCSoutt to obtaia an audionco 
ivitb the eDipeix>r^ Kinkou, the aasaasin, succeeded 
in an eatr&ordiunry waj^, by inducing F&nyuki, a 
proacribod rebel, to commit euicido. In aome utiex- 
p[ained way Kinkou made uae of tbia desperate act 
to obtain the desired audience. Only the alertness 
of the emperor now saved bim from death. HL^ 
quiok eye caught the attempt of tbc asaaaain to draw 
hie poniard, and at oncOi with a sweeping blow of 
his aabre, ho severed hi& leg fVom hia body, hurling 
him bleeding aad hel|jlt!0a to the fioor. 

IIoaDgti'a retribution did Dot end witb the death 
of tho a»eaafiin. Learniog that Prince Tan waa tho 
real culprit, he gavo orders for the icBiant iQTasLon 
of Ten, — a purpose which perhaps he had in view 
in bie ieaolt to the prince. Tho ruler of that state, 
to avert the emperor's wrath, sent hira tho bead of 
Tan, whom ho had ordered to «xoci3t1on. But as 
the anny continued to advance, he fled into the wjida 
of Leu-vu'tung, abandoning hie territory to the in- 
vader la the same year the idngdem of Wei was 
invaded, its capital taken^ and its ruler soct to the 
Cbinew capital fur execuLlon. 

Only one of the great principalitiea now remained, 
that of Choo, but it waa more formidable thaa any 

U 
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or those yet osiiailed. Great preparatioon lind a 
large armj wero needed for Ihia ontcrpneo, and the 
omporor aakod hia gonerals how many men would bo 
required for Ihe last of eonquest. 

'^Two hundr'ed ihouHand will be abundanl,'* Rjtid 
Limn ; '^ 1 will promise you the boat resulte witb that 
number of inon." 

*' Whnl have you to e^jT' aaked the emperor of 
WangTHoiOf hifl oldest and most experienced cotn- 
maodor. 

*' Six hundred IhouBand will bo needed," Baid the 
cftuiiou'* aid gonerul. 

Those figuroB, ^^iven in Lletory, may eafdy be cred- 
ited with aa allowauco for the eaaggoration of the 
writers. 

The omperor approTod of Liain's esiinntej and 
gave liini the ooniraand, disuiiaatng the oliler war- 
rior Aa an ovcr-caulioue dotard. The event told a 
difToiijnt tal<>. Lisin waa surpriaod during hia m&roh 
and driven back in iittor defeat, losing forty thouHand 
men, as the itacorda say, in the balde and the pur- 
suit. What bceamoof thcdofeatod braggart history 
faila to state. If he eurTived the battle, he could 
hnrdly bnve dared to present hiniHeir again before hia 
furious master, 

Hoangti now sent for the votoran whom ho had 
dismiaaed as a dotard, and asked him to take com' 
mand of the troops. 

"3is hundred thousand; no lose will *orye," re- 
peated the old rnan. 

*' Yon Bbflll have all you Mk for/' auawered the 
amperor. 
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This vtot host coUoctodj the quoation of BUpplioe 
preecnled itself as a eerioim matter. 

" Do not lat that trouble yoa," naid the emperor 
to hiH goocrat. '' I have tiLkon steps to provide 
for that, and promiflo you that provieions arc more 
likely to he wanting iu my pakce than in your 
camp/' 

The event proved tbo BOuniDosa of the old war- 
nore judgment and his warliko fikill. A groat bat- 
tle soon took place, in which Wang Teuin, taking 
advantage nf a false TnovemenL of the enemy, drove 
Lim in panic flight from the fieldn This waa eoou 
followed by the complote conquofit of the prinoi- 
p&lity, whose ciUee were Btroagly garrieonad by im- 
perial troopn, and its rulers nent to the capital to 
experience the fate of the preceding princely cjip- 
11709. The subjoution of several smaller provincoB 
aucceeded, and ihe conquest of China was at length 
oompleto. 

The feudfil principftlities^ which had been the sue- 
cceeora of the indepcrdont kingdoms into which the 
ChinoBQ territory waa originally divided, wore thus 
overlhroun, the ancient lot^al dy]iaF4tEer4 hoing exLisr' 
jninatad, and their lenitorieH added to the dominion 
of the Tetns^ The unity of the empire was at 
lODgth cfitabliahodj and the great conqueror became 
*' the ftrsL uiiiverj^al emperor." 

Iloangti the Great* aa wo may juatly designate the 
man who drst formed a united Chinese empire, and 
to whom the mighty conception of the Great Wall 
vaH due, did notr exhaust bis energies Ut these varied 
labora. Chooaing as his capitol Heenyang (now 3e- 
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gan F<H)), te built himself tliere a p&lace of bucU 
Tvifignificoncc as t^ mako il the wonder and admira- 
tiOD of the agQ, Tbia n^ft eroded oatmde tho city, 
on BO TAflt a hcjile thul tun Lhotisaud meii could ba 
drawn up in order of battle in one of its courte. 
Attached to it wero magnificent gardeQS^ the whole 
boing known ub the PaLace of Delight. Within tbo 
city he hbd another palaiio, of grand dtmenHioiis, itn 
ha)] of audiouco being adorned with twelve gigautio 
statuoB made fi-om the spoils of hia many campaigOB, 
each of them wotghing twelve thousnnd pomids. 

Tho r&pital avjls otherwii^e highly unkhelli.iUml.^nd 
an edict roqulrcd tbat all weapons should he sent 
to the araonal in that eity, there being no lon^er 
dangor of ciuil war, and *' peace being universal." 
This mGiirture certainly tended to prevent war. nnd 
" the skilful disarming of the provinces added doily 
to tho wealth and prosperity of tho capital." 

The empire of China thus being, for the Qrst time 
in its hi>4tory, made a centralised one^ Hoangti di- 
vided it into thirty -eix provinces, and set out on a 
tour of inspection of tho vast dominions which ac- 
knowledged him aa sole lord and master. Governora 
and fliib'governors were appointed in each province, 
the stability of the organiEation adopted being evi- 
denced by tho fact that it etiil exists. The most 
importani result of the imperial journey waa the 
general improvement of the roads of the empire. 
It was the custom, when a great mar visited any 
d(striot, to repair the roads which ho would need to 
travcpHO, while outside his line cf march iho high- 
ways were of a very imperfect charaoter. Iloangli 
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wftfi well AWATQ of tbie custom, and very Ukelj he 
may have coaviaucd himself of tho true ooaiition 
of the rofida by sudden detours A'oin the pn^aonbod 
ruulti- At Jhl] Qveitl^, he made (.he fcllowlug nuiublo 
remarka : 

"Those roods havG boon made oxpreaaly for m^i 
end aro rery hiaiibfaciory. But it is not just that 
I alone sbould eijoy & convenience of which uiy 
eubjecte have stiH greater oeed, and otie ^hich I 
ciiu give them. Therefore I dt^cree that gOi>d roada 
tihalE he made tn ^1 directions throughout tho em- 
pire.'* 

In these few words he set in traiu a far moro use- 
ful work thao the Great Wall High-i-oads wcro laid 
out on ^ gmiid Hcale, tifiveraing the empire from end 
to Olid, and the public spirit of the great emperor \a 
attested by tho noble eyaiem of highways which 
still remain^ moro than two Ihousacd yoare after his 
death. 

Having said ho much in iUvor of Hoangti, we 
hare uow to ahow the reverse of the shield, m do^ 
scribing that notable act which hos woji him tho 
enmity of the literary claaa, not only in China but; 
in the whole world. This was the celebrated ^^ burn- 
ing of the booka" Koangti was caaentially a re- 
Icrmor. Time-honored ooremoiiL06 wore of tittle im- 
portaooe in hie eyes when ihoy stooi in the way of 
tho dii^ect aiu) piiictieal, and ho abullabed tosta of 
ancient cuatome that had grown wcanBomo and un- 
meaning, Thia awoopiag away ofthodrilVwood of 
the past was for i>cm agreeable to the offlcJals, to 
whom formalism and precedent were aci the breath 
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of Iifo. OnQ of th« ancieat custonis required tho om- 
perora to ascend high moactaina and offer sscrifioea 
on thoir Bummita. The litL'rary ti\aAB bud aricient 
rule and procodent for every step in this ceremony, 
a»d BO sharply oriticiued tho empeiKir'a disregard of 
these observances that they roused hi» aoger. " You 
vauiil the aimpliehy of tbe aneientd/* be impatienlly 
said; ''yoiiahould thou be sutidSed witb oie, for I 
aut in a aimpior fashion than they did." FinflUy 
he ctos^ the eontroversy witb the stera remark, 
" When I have Dood of you I will let you know lay 
orders." 

Tho litorati of China have alwaya been notable 
for the strength of their convictions and the obsti- 
QQtQ courage witb wbioh Lhoy eapress their opinions 
at all rjakfl. They were eilencod for the preaent, bat 
their Qngorj od woU as that of tbo emperor^ only 
alumbored, Fi^e years afterwards it was reawak- 
ened. Koangli had eummoned to the capital all tho 
governors and high officials for a Grand Council of 
the Empire, With the men of affairs came tbo men 
of learning, many of them wedded to theories and 
LradiiiouH, ^ho looked upon Hoangti as a danger- 
ous icoDOclaatf and did uot beflitate to espress their 
opmioQ- 

It was the moet distinguished aaaembly that had 
evor come togi^ther in Cbmaf and, gatht^red in that 
magnificent palflco which was adorned witb tho 
spoils of conquer od kingdoms, it reflected the highest 
hocor on the great emperor who had callod it lo- 
gethijr and wlio pi'eaided nvor ils deliberations. But 
the hardiy concealed hostility of tho literati soon 
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disturbed tbc b&rmoDy of the council. lit roBpimt^ 
to the omperor, who asked for candid espreHaiciiB 
of opinion upon his government and EegisiIa,iion, h 
oourti&r arose ^^ith word* of liigh praise, coding 
with, '* Truly you have 8ur]>ftMod the very groatoat 
of your predecceoors even &i the most romoto period/^ 

The m^n of bouka broke iiito loud murtiium at thU 
insult to the beross of their admiralionj and ore of 
thom spraog nngrily to hia foot, doBignatiDg tbo 
formor speaker iit^ *^ a vile flatterer uoworthy of the 
high position which he ouciipieJ,'* und continutiig 
with unsliDted pr&iee of the early rulers. Ilia 
oratioQf whieh showed much more erudition than 
diecratiOQ, ended by advocating a rovoraal of the 
emperor' r< action, and arudivisiou of the empire into 
feudal principalities. 

Hoangti. hot with anger, cuitly reminded tbe 
speaker that that point wae not open to discueaion, 
it having already been conrndored and decided. He 
then ealled on Lis^ebr hia mitiietai; to Etate again the 
reasons for the unity of the empire. The apeecb of 
tbe minifltcr is cue of high importance, as giving the 
oatensihlo retuons for the unexampled act of da- 
etraetion by which it waa followed, 

"It maet be admitted/' be eaid^ '* after what wo 
have juflt haard, that men of leltere are, aa a rnlo, 
very little aeiiuainteJ with wbut eoncertis the gov- 
ernment of a cimtitry, — not that governmeaL of pure 
epeculatton, v;hich is nothing more than a phantom, 
vflnifihiag the nearer we approach to it, hut the 
praetical government which coUHiaiH in kutiping men 
within tbe tiphore of their practical dutica. With 
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&1) their pretence of knoivledge, they ore, in thU 
matter, donaoly ignorant. They oan twU you by 
bearL everything which h&a happened in the post, 
boAik to the moat remuto period, but they are, or 
eeem to be, igDorant of what ia being daue in tbeao 
lator da}-^, of what la passing uader thoir very eyes. 
Incapable of diseerniDg ibat the tbiiig which waA 
formerly auiuble woald be wholly out of place to- 
day, they would have everything arranged in exact 
irailaiion of what they find written in ihdr books." 

He wguI on to denounce the men of learning b4 ft 
clnsa uiiinflucnCGd by the Hpiril of exifitiog alTaira 
and as onemiea of tho public weal, and coueluded 
by Haying, " Now or never m the time to cloHe tbe 
mouths of those ^c;ret enemieg, to place a curb upon 
their audacity." 

He epoke Lhe sentiments of the emperor, who bad 
probably already determiried upon bi^ coimw of 
aciion. Having no regard for books himnelf, and 
looking upon tbcm as the weapons of hiu banded 
foet^, he iAHUed the memorable order that all the booka 
of the empire sbould be destroyed, making exception 
only of those that treated of medfmne, agrleulture, 
ai-chitecluro, and astronomy. The order included 
tbe works of tbe groat CoufuoiuSf who bad edited 
and condensed the more ancient books of the em- 
pire, and of bk nuhle disciple MenciuH, and wa« of 
tbe most tyraimical and opprcKsive character. All 
boolia oontnining historical records^ escopt thote re- 
latinR to the existing rmgn, were to be burned, and 
all who dared even (o 4peak together about ihe 
Confucian ^' Book of Odea" ard *' Book of Iliftlcry" 
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were ccnrlamned to execution. All who should 

uvon make mention of the past^ bo aa to blame tba 
pre^aeatr were, with all tbetr retsitlTos, to be put to 
death; and any one found, aftor thirty ^^y^j ^^tb a 
bootc rn hi8 poaseasion waa to be branded and seat 
to work for four yeiirn on the Groat Wall. Boangli 
did Dotp coD^ite himself to wcrda. The whole empire 
waB searched for books, ocd all found were buroed, 
wbile large numbers of tlie literati who bad dis- 
obeyed the edict were airested, and fbur hundred and 
aistj of them were buried alive in a great pit dug for 
that purpose. 

It may well be that Hoangti bad hifi o^d fkm& 
largely in view In IhiB unpr«>(.'edent^ act. as in bis 
prec&diiig wall-buildmg and road-making. He may 
have proposed to eweop away all oariior records of 
the empire and make it eeem to have sprung mto 
existenue fiill-fledgtid with his rei^n. But if he bad 
Aucb a purpoHe^ he did cot take f\illy into accouot 
the devotiou of men cf Learning to their oheriebod 
manuBuriptfl, nor the powers of the human memory. 
Books were bidden in tbe roofk and whIJb of dwoll- 
ingn, buried underground, and ia aomo caees even 
concealed in the beda of rivers, until after the 
tyrantfi death. And when a subsequent monarch 
■ought to rer^toi't} theHO records of the past, va.n- 
ishud tomes reappeared from the moat unlookod-for 
plaeea. As for tbo ^' Book of History" of Oonfueiua, 
wbieb bad disappeared, twenty -eight sections of the 
hundred ucinpofling it were taken down from the 
lipe of an aged blind man who had treasured iboni 
in his memory, and one waa obtained from a young 
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girl The oibers were lost until 140 B,a, when, in 
pulliQg doiA'D thi3 house of the greuL philoHi>pher, a 
cotnplcto copy of tho work w&b Tound Uiddou ta its 
wulls. At{ for the Bcionlifio worke thut wore aparod, 
none of them have come down to our day. 

Wu fthiill now briefly complete our story of tlio 
man who m&de himself the meat thoroughly hated 
of all ChinoBo mcnarchB by tho IkerntJ of that 
reslm. Orgaai^ing his troops into & strong etaudio^ 
army, he engaged in a war of conqucBt in the Bouth, 
adding Tonqiiin and Cocliin China to his dominiona, 
abd carrying hia aruiG as far as Uongal. In tho 
north bo again sent hia armies into the desert to 
chaBtise the troublesome QoroaJs, and then, conceiv' 
ing that no advantage was to be gained in estending 
his empire ovor thoao domains of barbariam, bo oui- 
ployed the aoldiera as aids in the task of building iLu 
Great Wall, adding to them a host of the industrial 
population of the north. 

Jn 210 a,G. iloangti was Boiaed with Bome malady 
vbich be failed to treat as he did his eneniies, -Neg- 
leeting the aimplGEit remedial measures, he came 
aiidJi^nly to the end of his career after a roign of 
fifty-one years. With him wore buried many of hia 
wi^ea and large quaalitiea of troasure, a custom of 
barbarous origin which waa oonGiiod in China Lo the 
cLiofsofTain. UagniScent in his ideas and fond of 
splenderj ho doapifted formality, lived simply in the 
midst of luxury, and distinguii^hed himself from 
other CiiiiiHso rulerH hy making walking his favorite 
ezerciee, Whila not great as u soldier, bo kncsT how 
to chooao soldiers, and in his admiuidtraLion was 
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wise enough to avail himaelf of the advice of the 
ablest mtn latere. 

Yot with all his greatneaa he could not provide for 
the birth of a great son. Upon hia death disturb' 
auces broke out in all quarters of the realm, wiLh 
which hia weak aucceaaor was unable to cope. In 
three jeara the reign of hia aon was cloaed with aa- 
aasfiination, while the grandson of Hoangti, defeated 
in battle after a six weeks' nominal reign, ended hia 
life in murder or suicide. With him the dynasty of 
the Tains paaaed away and that of the Han mon- 
archs succeeded. Hoaogti stands aJone aa the great 
man of hia race. 



KAOTSQU AND THE DYNASTY 
OF THE HANS. 



Aftir the death of the great Ho&ngLi, two of his 
getjerala fbught for tbo thr^no of China, — Lioou 
Fang, who roproaoots, in the Chineec aanalB^ inteU 
leet, Bnd Pa Wang, representing bnite foreo^ unin- 
Hpired by thought. Destiny^ if we can credit the 
following tale, had cboaon tbo former for the throne. 
^*A noted pbyHiogngmist once mot him on the high- 
road, and, throwing himself down before him, eald, 
' I Bw b/ tbo expression of your featiu'ea that you 
are destined to be emperor, and I offer you in antici- 
pation the tribute of regpeet that a subject owes bi« 
sovereign. I have n daughter, the fkireat and wifleht 
in the empire ; take her aa your wife. So ceuMent 
am I that my prediction will be realised that 1 gladly 
ofl'et her to you.' ** 

However that be, the weakdeecendantHof K[»ngi] 
noon vaniahed from the scone, Pu Wang waa over- 
come in battle, and tho euccesBful general Bcicod the 
inaponal throne. He oboee, as emperor^ the title of 
Kaotsou, aod named hia dynaaty, f>om hia native 
province, the Han. It wah destined to continue for 
eenturiea in power. 

The new emperor ehowed himself a worthy aue- 
oesBor of the builder of the Great Wall, while he 
made every effort to restore to the natJoo itu bookn, 
173 
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«nooEirflg]rg men of lBtt«ra and fieoking to r^corer 
vui'h litemtiire as hat] survived the greul bnrning. 
In (hia way he provided for his futjro fame at the 
hands of the grateful literati of ChioLL^ Amnosty 
10 all wbo had opposed him waa proclaimed^ and re- 
gret expressed at thu eufi'uriDgB of the people '^ fVom 
Iho evilft which follow in the train of war." 

Tho merit of Kaotaoii lay largely in the great 
public works with which he emulated the policy of 
hia energetic predeceasor^ The *' Lofty and August 
Emperor" (ffiio Hoangti), aa he entitled hira!*Blf, did 
not propo3o to be thrown into the flhadc by any who 
had gone before. On taking the throne he chose as 
hia capital iho city of Tjoyang (now Honnn), but 
euhscquGDtty adocted the city of Sioganfoo, in the 
woatorn province of ShoaaJ. Thia city Ifty in a noat 
of mountains, which made it Tt^ry difficult of ap- 
proach, ft was not without adviLniagos from ita 
BituatioQ ae tho capital of tto cmpiro, but could not 
be roached from the HOuth witliout long di^toura. 
Possibly 1 his difficulty may have had Bomethiug to 
do wiih its choice by Lho emperor, that he might 
display hia goniua in overcoming obatacles. 

To conHtruct roada Qctobb and to cut avonnoa 
through the mountains an army of workmen, one 
bundrod Ihousaud in number, became neceasary. 
The deep intervening valleya were filled up to the 
nocoaaary level by the apoEls rent from the lofty ad- 
joining monntainn, and where this could not bo done, 
great bridges^ supported on strong and high pillarrit 
were thrown acroaa fVom sido to side. Elsewhero 
Bu.Hpension bridges— '-flying bridges/' as the Chiaeae 
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c&U tbem — woro thrown across deep and rugged 
raviDC5. wide enough for foar horBomoti to travoJ 
abreast, their sides being protected by high baluB- 
trades^ One of these, odd hundred and flfly yarda 
long, and thrown ov^er a valley moro than five 
bundrod feet deep, is said to bo EtiU in perft^ot con- 
dEtioQ, Tbeae siispenftion bridges were built nearly 
two thonaand years before a work of this rbaractor 
wiLB attempted in Europe, In truth, tho period in 
question^ ineluding aevoral centunos htifore Christ, 
was th45 cirlminHling age of Chinese civilization, in 
which appeared its great religious reformers, philos- 
opherfl, and nutboi^, its moet daring onpncere, and 
its mooarohft of highest public spirit and broadest 
powers of conception and execution. It wah the age 
of the Great Wall^ the imperinl system ofhighwayfl, 
the Bj'Stem of canala (though the Grent Canal was 
of later dat«), and other important works of public 
utiUty. 

By the etrenuous labors described Kaotsou reci- 
dercd tiis new capital easy of access from ail quarters 
of the kingdom, whits at frequent intervala along 
the great high-roada of the empire there were built 
post-bouees* caravan sari ea, aud other conTeulouces, 
BO 03 to make travolLing rather a pleasure than the 
severe task it formerly had been. 

The cB.pjtal itaelf was made as attractive as the 
means of reaching it were made easy. Siaho. at once 
an able war minister and a groat builder, planned 
for tbe emperor a palace fio magnificent that Knoiaou 
hefiitAted in ordering its erection. Siaho removed 
hia douhts with the following argument: **You 
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aHould look LLpDn &11 the einpiT'e an your fumily; and 
if tho grandeur of your pnlftco does not corrcepond 
wiih that of your family, what idea will it givo of 
ilH power and greatuGBS ?** 

Thia ur/;unk4;nt BLiffii:i)d : the paluoe wiis hnilt, and 
Kaot&ou colcbratod ile completion with foi^tmtiea 
contiDuod for several woeka. On ona occofiion dur- 
ing tbia period, uplifted with a f^ll HonHe of the 
dignity to which ho had attftinod, bis pride found 
vont in tho grandiloquent remark, "To-day I fool 
that I am indeed irmporor, and perceive ati the dif- 
ferencB between a fiuhjeet and hiM master," 

His fondness for epleador "naB indicated by mag- 
nittcont banquote and rocoptione, and hia aonse of 
dignity by a court ceremonial which muat buve 
proved a wearii4ome ordinal for his courtioref though 
none dared infringe It ibr faar of dire conBcqueucea, 
Tboeo who bad aided bim in faia acooaeion to power 
were abundantly rewarded, with ono exception, that 
of hifl father^ who seema to have hceri overlooked in 
the diHtribution of favors. Tba old man^ not relmh- 
tag thus being lefb at the foot of the ladder, took 
prompt occasion to remind his bod of bis claimn. 
DrcsHJng himaelf in hia costjieet garments, he pre- 
sented himflelf at the foot of the tlironc, where, in a 
epcoch of deep humility, ho designated bimaetf oa 
the iea^t yet the most obedient siibjeDt of the roalm. 
Kaot54ou, thua ndmonfabed, at once called a council 
of minietefa and had the old man proclaimed "the 
leaner emperor." Taking btm by thi) hand, ho led 
him to a obair at the foot of the throne as hia future 
aaat. Thta act of the emperor won him the highest 
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commeadfltion fVom his subjects, lh« Chincao looting 
iipno respect to und veneration of pitrcnt^i uh tbe 
dutj eiirpnsaing &11 oth^re and the bigheal ovidenca 
of virtue- 

Siaho, the palaca-buiMer and w&r minister, had 
been **pecially ftivored in this giving of rowarda^ 
much to tho discontent of the leading generals, who 
cloiniod all the credit for the eucooaeoa in war, and 
wero diapceed to look with contempt on thie niaro 
c&binat; warrior Hearing of their complaiDte, Eao- 
taou summoned them to hia preaence. and thus 
plainly oxpreaeod bia opinion of their claims : 

'*You find, I am told, reaaon to complain that t 
have rewarded Siaho above jourselTca- Tell me, 
who are they at the chaae who pursue and capture 
tho prey ? The dogs.— But who direct and urge on 
the doga? Are Ibey not the hunters? — Yoa hava 
alt worked hard for me; yon have pui'Hued your 
prey with vigor, and at last captured and overthrown 
it In this you deeervo the credit which one gives 
to the dogfl in the chaae. But the merit of Siaho ia 
that of the hunter. It is he who baa conducted the 
whole of the war, who regulated everything, ordered 
you to attack the enemy at the opportune moment, 
and by hie tactics made you master of the cities and 
provinces you have conquered. On thU account ho 
dcBervoBtho credit of the hunter, who is more worthy 
ofrcward than are the dogQ whom he sete looao upon 
the prey," 

One l\]rther anecdote ia told of thia emperor, 
which ifi worth repeating, aa its point was &ptly 
iliuatratod in a aubeoqncnt event. Though ho had 
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won the) empire by tho sword, he wfla not looked 
upon AH a great geuerftl, and t)Tt one occnsion askod 
HansiD, hia ablest ofQcer» bow mniij" men ho thought 
ho (tho omperor) oould lead with omdvt m tho Soli. 

"Sire," said the plain-spokon genera], ''you can 
lead an arnij uf zl hundred thouaaiid men very well. 
But that is all." 

'* And hf^w many can you load ?" 

'^The mora I have the better I shall lead them," 
was the soir-confiiect arswer. 

Tho event in which the joBtice oF this critioism 
was indjoatod arose dunog a eubsoquont war with 
the Tartars, who had resumed their iorofids into tho 
empire. The Ueung-nou were at IhlH period gov- 
erned by two leading chiefs, Mehe ntd Tonghou^ 
tho latter uirogaut and ambitioue, the former well 
able to bide hia time. The etory goes that Tonghou 
sent to Mehe a dmn&Ld fur & favorite horse. Hta 
kinamoii sdvibed him to refuse, but Meho sent the 
horae^ aaying, *^ Would you quarrel with your neigh- 
bor for a horse?" Tongbou soon aflor sent to de^ 
niand of Uehe one of his wiven. Mehe aj^aEn com- 
plied, saying to hia fnendSf ""Would you havo me 
undertake a war for the sake of a woman ?" Tocg- 
hou, encouraged by thead results of hie inaolcnco, 
next invaded Mehe'a dominions, Tho patLBut chief, 
now fully prepared, took the field, and in a brief 

itime hod diaporecd Tonghou's array, captured and 
executed him, and made himself the principal chief 
of the claaa. 
This able leader, having punished his lUHolent 
dceort foe, aoon led hii warlihofcllowera into China, 
L_ 
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took poBsesafon of mnny ferLile districtH, extecdad 
W\& Authority to tho banks of tbe Uoniig-ho, atid 
Bont plundcriDg oxpoditioaQ into tho rich proTincoa 
boyond. In Iho wnr that followed ihe emperor him- 
Kolf took command of hiB troops, anil, too rsndily 
belioTiDg tbo fitonce of the woakoees of the Tartar 
army told by hiB soouta, resolved on an itnincdiaile 
iitlack. Ono of hia generals wurnGd him that *'in 
war we fJiould iiovar denpise nn eiiomy/' hut tho 
emperor refused to lielen, and niarcLetJ confidently 
on, at tho bead of bis advatico ^ard, to Qnd tho 
ea&niy. 

TTe fouTid hini to his norrow. Mohe had skilfiilly 
concealed hi* real Btrongth for the purpose of draw- 
ing tho emporor into a trap, and tiow» by a. woU- 
direeted movemeDt| cat off the ra.^h leader from hia 
main army and forced hiri to lake refuge in Ibo 
city of ringching^ Here, vaetly outriumburod and 
Hbort of provieionHf tbe emperor found himnelf in \ 
desperate atrait, from which he eould not escape by 
force of arms. 

Id ihla dilemma one of hie officers suggeuted a 
possible method of rcloaaoH This was that, aa a Insb 
chance, tbe meet beautiAd virgin in the c^ity uhould 
be sent as a peaj^e-ofTering to tho desert chief. 
KaotHou accepted tho plan, — nothing elae presenting 
itself, ^and tho maiden was chosen and sent. She 
went willingly, it is eaid, and iit^ed her utmoat arts 
to captivate the Tartar chief. She succeededj nnd 
HeUO} alter forcing Knotsoti to eign an ignominious 
IreAty, suffered hie prize to escape, and retired to 
the desert^ well satJfified with the rich spoiifi he had 
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■won. Kaot»oii was jiwt onoogb tr* reward the gen- 
eral to whoso worning he bad refuBod to lietoD, but 
iho pcouts who had mialod him paid doarly for thoir 
falBB reports. 

This event BMnis to havo inapirod Kaotsou with 
an uti conquerable fear oF hie desert foe. who wna 
Roon back ugain, piUagiiig tho borders with fmpuDity 
and making fluch daring inroads that the oapftQl 
itself wa'^ nol bafe frara their anflaultj*. InHieuid of 
truflting to his army, the omporor now bnught off 
hJB onemj in a more diBcredilable method than he- 
fore^ concluding a treaty in which he acknowledged 
]Vfehe aa &n iadependent ruler and gave him his 
daughter in raurriage. 

This woJiknes^ lod to rovoltB in the empire, Eao- 
tbou being forced again to take the fiold againflt his 
foes. But, worn oul- with anxioty and miefortune, 
hia end floon approached^ Lia dcnth-bed being dis- 
turbed by palace intrigues concerning the fluceession, 
in which one of bis favorite wives sought to ha?a 
her Hon Heleeted as the heir, Kar>tsoii, not hooding 
her petition, choao his oldest son a^ the heir-apporcnt, 
and soon aflor died. The tragic results of those in- 
trigues for the crown will be seen in the following 
Ulo. 



THE LUCRETIA BORGIA Of 
CHINA, 



Abottt two centunea before ChHat a iroman cnine 
to tho head of affaire in China whoso docda rocall 
the worst of thoBO which have long added infarajr 
to the uamo of Lucretia Bor-rin. Ah regards tho 
daughter of the Borgiaa tradiLion has liod ; sLo iraa 
not ibe meroilees murderess of f^noy and fanio. 
Bui there ia no tnitfgfllioa to the etoi^' of the em- 
proBs Liuchi, who, with poiBOn ub her weapon, mada 
herself supreme dictator of the great Cbinefie realm^ 

Tbo death of tbo groat emperor Kaoteou left two 
Aapiranift for the throne, the priooeg HooHi, son of 
Liuchf^ and Chow Wang, son of the empress Tai. 
There was a palace plot to rai^e Chow Wang Lo tlio 
throne, but it was quioklj foiled by the effective 
meana used b^ the ambitfous Liuohi to roniore tbo 
rivals from tbu path of her son. Poison did the wrirk. 
The emprosfl Tai unsuepiciouoly quaffed the fatal 
bowl, which was then sent to Chow Wang, who inno- 
cently dranlt tho aamo perilous draught. Whatorop 
may have been tlie state of the connpirai'y, thifl vig- 
orous method of the queen -mother brought it to ft 
euddob end, and Hoeiti Qpccndei the thi^ono. 

Tho young omperor eeemingly did not approve of 

ascending to power o\or tho di?aJ bodies of his oppo- 

nenU. 3e roproved hia mother for her cruet deed, 
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iiiid modti a public statement th&t he had lakeu no 
piirC in the act. Yet under thia public (JemoQetratioa 
»e(.Tet influsDcee aeom lt> have boea at work witbin 
the pulace watls, fur ihe Imperial pdaoni^r rt^tairidd 
Ler power at court mid her iufluencQ over k<?r son. 
Wbcn thti grc&t pnncos sought tho Cfipitol to reader 
homage to the new euipororf to their Burptnee aad 
chagrio they found the unacrupaloiis ilowagor em- 
pruHs at the bead of uf airs, lbs HuepLre of the realm 
prac^trically in bor hAnda. 

Tboy ^^ere to 6nd ibat this dreadful woman was a 
(langerouB foe to oppose. Among Iho poieiUntes was 
Tao Waug, Priuce of Tbi, wbo, a^or doin^ homage 
to the joung emperor^ was invited to foaat with him. 
At thlE» bauquet Liuolii made her appearanee, and 
T^bon the wlco ww passed sho insieted on boing 
aerved firsts Theae u up a rd on able bi'eatiiiea of eti- 
quette — which thoy were in tbe Ohinoae codo of good 
man ner^^ were looked upon with aetoniahment by 
the visiting prince, who made no effort to conct^al bin 
dlapleflRure on soeiog any oue atbempi to driak before 
tho emperor. 

Liucbi^porooiviDgtbat she bad made an enemy by 
her aot, at once resolved to remove bim f>om her 
path, with the relonllosft ami terrible decision with 
which she bad dispoaed of her former riv^kla. Cov- 
ertly droppiog tbe poieon, which abe aaeras to have 
alwnya bad ready for uae, into a goblet of wine, she 
preaented It lo tbe prince of Td, asking hiui to pledge 
her in a draught. The unau&pkious guoai took tho 
goblet from her hand, without a dream of what the 
courtesy meant. 
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Fortunately for hiin, the emperor, who diatmated 
his mother too dooply to loavo hur unobaerrod, h&d 
fition hor aecret act and know too cvoU what it tncniiL 
Siial<.-hin^' tht^ f^ital bowl fVom the priiK^o'w hiind, he 
begged permi^ien to pledge his hedtb ia that wine, 
and, with bin oyoa fixod meamagly od his motber'a 
fjLce, liiUd it iu tura to his roy^J lips. 

Tha Htarllacl woniiia hud vieweJ tho net with wido 
ey&A aud trembltug Umba. Seeing her boil appareutly 
on tho point of dnnlitng, an. invotunttLry cry of 
wjiroing burst from hop^ cnd^ BpricgiDg hastily to 
her thi;t^ aho biii:it(;lieJ the fatal {;iip fVom bis bhud 
and dafihed it to the floor. The Bocrol was revealed. 
Tho princu of Tai had been on Iho very point of 
death- Wiib an eielamation of horror, and a keen 
invective addreSHed to the murderesa, hu ruehed from 
that perilous room, and very probably was nob long 
in hastening from a cUy which held so powoHUl and 
unscrnpulous a foe. 

Thti Chinese Eorgia'a next act of violence found a 
barbariao for ita viclim. The Tartar chief Mebe 
tientan envoy to ibo capital of Chinaj with a mea&a^ 
which nronaed the acgor of the empreesT who at om« 
ordered him to be exeeuted, hcedlosH of the fact that 
ehe thut^ brought the nation to the brink of war- 
Four years aftorwarde Koeitif tho ompcror, died, 
leaving vacant the throne which be bad bo feebly 
filled. 

It ijj not to be auppOBcd that Llut-hi had any haad 
in ttie cloaing of a brief and uneventful roign. Hor 
son was in no senae in her way, and ^rved aa a uae- 
fiil shield behind whtoh she held tbo rtuna of gov- 



THE LUOBXTIA BOBOLA OF CQlNA. 



183 



ernmeDt. Bub ahe was in no haste Lo fill Ltiia vocHut 
throne, proforring ta rulo oponly iiB the supreme 
power in the realm. In order to oonsolidate her 
Hirongth, Hha plamid her bruthGre und near relaLioiLB 
In the great posts of tlju empire, and tilrmjgtheiicd 
ber pOBition by every means lair and tbul- 

It soon became evident, however, that this ambi- 
tious scheme uould nut be carried through. Through- 
out the land wont ap a cry for a successor to the 
dead emperor. In this dilemma the daring woman 
adopted a bold plan, bringing forwajvi a boy who 
she decbired woh the o^Mpriug of her dead Ron, and 
pl^ng this child of unknown parents upon the 
vacant throne. As a regent was needed diu'ing the 
minority of bcr counterfeit gr&ndsoD, she badhersetf 
proclaimed as the holder of this high offleo- 

AIl this was Tory little trO tho taste of the ministers 
of the late emperor. Never before had tho govera- 
meni of China been in tbe bauds of a woman. But 
they dared not make an effort to change it, or oven 
to speak their sentimenU in too loud a tone. LiuchI 
had ways of suppressing discontent that forced ber 
enemies to hold their paa{^3. The only one who veD< 
turod to question the arbitrary will of the regent 
was the mother of the nominal emperor, and sudden 
death removed her fVom tho aceao. Liuchi's ready 
means of vengeance bad been brought into play 
again. 

For years now the iraperioua empi'eaa ruled China 
unquCBtioned. Others who ventured on her path 
may have fallen, but the people remained content, so 
that the usurper seems tu have avoided any oppres- 
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HJOD of ber auljjacts, But tteae years brought the 
^hild she had filaced on tbo LhroDc well on towards 
man's estate, aod be began to ebow aigna of an iDten- 
Lion to break Itiose from leading-stringa. Ho vaa 
podseasod of abiliLy, ov at loasl of enurgy, and Lhero 
wore tho9o ready to whiBpar in hb oar the bitter talo 
of how hia mother had been forced to swallow Lju- 
chi'a dmughL of doatL 

Stirred ia griof and rage by theae whispora of a 
lull deed, the youihlUl ruler vowod rerongv upon tho 
murderesi. He vowed hia own dealb iu doii^ so, 
HIh baiiiy words were caiTied by Bpioa Lu Liui^hi's 
eart», and with her luual promptno^B ahc caused the 
impnidont youth to be Beized aud confined within 
the palace priaon. The puppet under wLom ahe 
ruled had proved iooonveuiunt^ and thei'e was not a 
monieDt'e heeitatioD in putting him out of the way. 
What became of him i& uot k&own^ the prtaon raroly 
revealing its seorets, but from Liuchi'a cbarftcter we 
may safely Hurmiao hih faLe. 

Tbe regent at once aet to work to choose a more 
pliant Bucceeaor to her rebelliouB tool. Out her £:up 
of crime was nearly full. Though the people re- 
mained Hileut, there wan deep dtr^conteut among Iho 
officials of the realm, while the nobles w&ra fiercely 
indignant at thie virtual sciauro of the throne by ao 
ftmhitione woman. The storm grew day by day. 
One great ;;hief boldly declared that hE acknowledged 
'^neither'empresa nor emparor." and the family of 
the late moaaroh Kaotsou regained their long-loet 
courage on perceiving these evideneea of a spirit of 
revolt. 
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B&ngera wero gaibcring uroand the r^aolate r& 
geut. But licr party was atrODg, Ler ]ia.ad Grm^ har 
courago and oDorgj great, and fihc would porh&pa 
have triumphed over all hor foes bad not iho prob- 
lem been unexpectedly solved by her fiudden death. 
Tbe Blory goea that^ wbilo walking oua day iu tie 
palace halle, maditatiug upon the best means of 
meeting and defeating her numeroua foosj ahe found 
hernolf suddenly face to faee with a hideouw spectre, 
around whidi rofie tbe Hh^des of tLo victlins wLoiu 
eho bad rcmoYod by poisor or violenco from ber 
path. With a bpaam of terror tbe horrified wcinau 
fell and died. Conscienoe had Hmitton her in the 
form of thie Larrlfic riHion^ and rolribution cams to 
the poiflonor in the ball4 wbicb eho had made m- 
famoue by hor Crimea. 

Her death ended the hopes of ber friends. Her 
purly fell to piecea throughout ibe roalm, but a strong 
force still held tbe palace, where tbej fiercely' de- 
fended themtiolvea agalnat the army brouj^ht by their 
fbefl- But their great empresa leader waa gone, one 
by one ihey fell in v&iu defence^ aud tbe cupturu of 
tbe palat^Q put an end to the power which the woman 
usurper had eo long and ^^igoroualy maintained. 



THE INVASION OF THE TARTAR 
STEPPES. 



Hant as hftVG been the wara of Cliinfl^ the Chinoee 
are not a warlike people. Their wars have mostly 
been fought at home to represH rebellion or overcurae 
foudul lordo, and during the long history of the na- 
tion ita armiee hovo rarely erosstid the bordoi^ of tho 
empire to invade foreign states. In fact, the chief 
aggrefiBivu movomenta of the Chmesa have been 
rathor wars of defenco than of offence, wara forced 
upon them by the incossaiit aling of InTaaJona from 
the deeert tribes. 

For ages the Tartara made China their plunder- 
ground, crossing ttio borders ia rapid raids against 
which the Givat Wali and the frontier forces prov^ed 
UBeleas for defence, aad carrying off vast spoil from 
the Ifidnritrioua Chineae, Ttey were JrivaD from 
tho soil scores of times, only to return as ritulently 
as before. Their warlike energy bo far sui-pasaoi 
tUflt of their victims that one emperor did not hoai- 
tttte to admit that three Tartars wore the equal of 
livo Chineae. Thoy wore bought off at timos with 
tribute of rich goods and beautiful maidens, and 
their chief was even given the sister of an emperor 
for wife. And htlli they came^ again and again^ 
dwarois of fierce waspe which slang the country 
more deeply with each return, 
IfiG 
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ThiB in time booamo iatolorabief and a new policy 
was adopted, Lb&tof mrniog th« t^blea oa the Tor- 
tfkrs and invading their couulry in tui'ti. In iha 
reign of Vouti, an emperor of tLe Han dynasly (135 
B,o,)] the Tarttti- kin^ aont to demand the hand of a 
CbiDQBe priacaa9 in marriago, offoricg to ccntinue tha 
existing tvivie. Bitter experience liud taugbbtbe Chi- 
neao how Utile fiucb an offer was to be triisted^ Wang 
Kue, an &b[ageiieraJ,suggefltodtbo policy ^^ofduutroy- 
ing ibem rather tban to remaiQ conAtantly exposed 
to their LDdidtH^' und in ttie ead war waH dcelared. 

The btiHitAtioii of tho emperor Lad not b«ea with- 
out abondant reaaon. To carry their arms into the 
wilda of CoDti'al A«4ia j^eocned a desperate eetcrpriae 
to the peaceful Chiiiobe, and their Qrab effort in this 
direction proved a serious failure^ Wang Kue, at 
tbL^ hoad of an aroiy of throo hundred thousand 
m«Q, marcbed into ihe deaen^ adopting a siratageiu 
to brinjr thu Tartara witbih Ijis reaoh. Hi« plan 
faiiadt the Tartara avoided an attacic, Eind Wang Kue 
closed the campaign without a ehrcd of the gtory 
he had promised to gain. The emperor ordered hfa 
aiTisat, which hooMcaped iu theeflecaivo Eaotoru faflh- 
ion of hitneelf putting an end to hia life, 

But, though the general was dead, hU policy sur- 
vived, hia idea of aggression taking ileep root in the 
Chinese official mied. Many cent urieb were to elapse, 
however, before it bore iruit in tho finai eubjoction 
of the desert tribes, and China was to become their 
prey aa c whole before they became the subjects of 
ita llironc. 

The fadure of Wihug Kuo gave boldness to the 
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TartAra, who carried on in their M way the w&r- tho 
CKiEiei^e had begun^ making suoh bold and ddatmctiTd 
raids th£kL tbe emperor eeat aul a genomt with orders 
to tigbt tho eaomy whorovor ho could find thom, 
Thifl warnor, Wei Taing by name, aut'teedad iu 
catching the raidera in u trap. The Tartar chief, 
armed witb the coLiragtj of despair, Gaally cuL hia 
way through the circle pf hia foea and brougUt off 
tbo moflt nf hia men, but his oamp, baggage^ wives, 
children, and more than tlflesn ibouaand Holdlers were 
lefl behind, and the victorious genei-al became tha 
hero of his age, the emperor travelliDg a daj*B jour- 
ney from the capital to welcome him on his return. 
This, and a later saccess by the same general, 
gavo tho Obineao the courage ihey so sadly needed, 
teaching them that the Tartare were not quite be- 
yond the power of the sword, A council was called, 
a proposal to carry t]ie war into Ibe enemy's country 
approved, and nn army, composed mostly of cavalry, 
aent out under un oxpcriencofl cfflccr namcfl Hokiu- 
picg. The ill fortune of tbe former invaaion wad 
now replaced by good. The Tartars, completely 
taken by surpnee, were everywhere driven back, and. 
IIokinpiDg returaod to China rich (n booty, among 
it tbe golden images used aa religioua emblema by 
one of tho Tartar printea. Returning wiLh a larger 
force, ho ^wopt far through tbeir country, boasting 
on hia raiurn tbat he had put thirty thousand Tar^ 
tare to the eword. Aa a reault, two of the princes 
flud El large nurabar of their fcllowcra surrendered 
to VouU, and were disarmed and diapered through 
tbe frontier settbmenta of tbe realm. 
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These expeditioDB were foUcwod hy &□ inTaeion 
of the Heung-nou country by & large army^ com- 
manded by the two succeflflrul generah Wei Tsing 
and Hokiupiag. This movotncnt was alUoded with 
signal euccoBB^ and the Tartars for the time wore 
thoroughly cowed, while the Chlneae lost much of 
their oH dread of their desert foe. Years aflorwarda 
(110 B.C.) a now Tartar war began, Vouli himnelf 
taking command of an army of two hundred thou- 
sand men, and sending an &n^oy to the Tariai> king, 
oommandmg him to aurrender all priHonera and 
plundor and to actnowledge China as soveroign lord 
of himaeEf and hie people. All that the proud chief 
emrendered was tho head of the ambasBador^ which 
he sent back wUb a bold defiance. 

For flome reaaon, which hiatory doe>3 not give, 
Youti failed tci Ivud hts all-conquering army against 
the desert foe^ and when, in a later year, the eteppes 
were invaded, the imperial army fbund the warlike 
tribea ready for the onset. The war continued for 
twenty yoara morCi with Taried fortune^ and when, 
after fifty years of almost incessant warfare with 
the nomad wnrriorSf Vouti laid down hrs sword with 
hfa life, the Tartars were still free and defiant. Yet 
China had learned a new way of dealing w^ith the 
warlike tribes, and won a wide reputation in Asia, 
while her frontiers were much more firmly held. 

The long reign of the groat emperor had not been 
confined to wars with the Tartars. In his hands the 
empire of China was greatly widened by extension b in 
the west. The largo provinces of Yunnan, Sacbuon, 
and Fuhkien wore coaquorod and added to the 
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Chinese ntate, while otber independent kiagdomA 
wore made vuhhsI Htaten, And ^* thereby bangH A 
itiW which wo have noxt lo toll. 

Far wost in Northorn Chiniv dwolt a barbarinn 
people Tiamod the Yuchi, numeroue and pro^poroua^ 
yet no match in war for thoir porfiiatent enemies the 
Tartars of Iho aieppos. In tbe year 165 b.g. bbey 
wore BO utterly boater in an invftmon of the Hourg- 
nou that they were forced to quit their homes and 
Boek safety and freedom at a distance. Far ta tbe 
woBt thoy wont, whoro thoy coaloaced witU tboee 
warlike tribes of Central Aaia wbo afterwards bo- 
eama the bane of tbe empire of Itome. 

The fete of IhtH people seemed a hitler one to 
Vouti, when it was told lo hie ayinpftthetic ear, and, 
fn the Bpirit in which King Arthur sent out his 
EouDd Table Knights on romantic quests, ho turned 
to his council and asked if any among them was 
daring enough to follow the track of these wan< 
dorora and bring thorn bock to the land thoy had 
lofit. One of them, Chang Keen, votunteerod to 
take up the difficult quent and to traverse Asia 
from end to end in ecarcb of the jugitive tribee- 

Thia knight of romance waa to osporiecce many 
adventures before he should return to bia aativo land. 
Attended by a hundred devoted rtimpanions, he set 
out, but in endeavoring to ciTDsa the country of the 
Houng-cou the whole party wore made prisonera and 
held in eaptlvity for ten long years. Finally^ after a 
bitlor exporience of denerL 1 iff j, the survivors made 
their eecapo, and^ with a courage that bad outlived 
their ycora of thraldom, resumed their search for 
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the vanished tribee. Many western eoantrira wore 
visited in tbe nearch, and much HtnLnge knowledgo 
WAS gained. In the end tbo Yuchi were found la 
their now homo. With thorn Chang Kooa dwelt tbr 
a year, but all hie ofTorts to indaoe them lo return 
were in vain. Thoy were safu in their new land, 
and did not care to risk encounter with tlaeJr old foes, 
OTcn with the Emperor of China for their friend. 

Finally tho advenluroua envoy returned to China 
with two of bis compftnions, the only aurvivoTB of 
the bnndrod with whom he had eet out years before. 
He had an intcroE^ting etory to tell of lands and 
peoples unknown to tho Chinese, and wrote &n ac- 
count of hi» travels and of the geography of the 
counlnes he had seen. Chang Keen was aiibee- 
quontly sent on a miBaion to the wcetorn kingdom 
of OuBun. where ho was rcooi?ed with much honor, 
though the king deotincd to af*knowledge himHelf a 
vattsal of the ruler of China, From hero ho Bent 
ozplerera far to the eouth and north, bringing back 
with him f^eah information conoeruing the Asiatia 
nations. 

Of the Tuchi later atoriofl are told. They aro ajud 
to havocomo into collision with the Parthinns, whom 
Ihey vanquished after & long- continued struggle. 
They are also credited with having destroyod tho 
kingdom of Bactria, a far-eastern relic of tbo eiopira 
of Alexander tho Groat. Sovoral centurioa later 
they may have combined with their old fo«B to form 
tho IIunB, who flung themsolTes in n devastating 
lorront upon Eui*ope> and eventually became tho 
founders of the modem kingdom of Hungary. 



THE " CRIMSON EYEBROWSr 

With the opening of the GhrlBtian erft a iifinq>er 
cfime to the Chieiflae ihrono. In Ibe yoar 1 b.c. ihe 
emperor Gaiti died, and Waog Mang, a powerful 
offioiali joined with the roothor of the doad emperor 
to seiae the power of the fitste. The tViends and 
ofTlciab of Gaiti were niinad and dif*granod, and in 
the year I 4.i>, a boy of nine years was raiaed tr> the 
throne as nominal emperor, under whoso shadow 
Wang Mang mled anpreme. Money was needed tor 
the ambitioiiH upstart, and he obUintid it by robbing 
the gravoa of former monarchB of the jewels and 
olber valuahloB buried with thom. This, from tbe 
Chinese point of view, waa a frFgbtful saerUege, yet 
the people seem to hfivc quietly fiubmitted tg the vio- 
lation of the imperial tombs. 

Five years paeacd away, and the ompcror rettehed 
the age of Biztean. He might grow troublesome in 
a year or two more, Wang Hang dei'idod that ha 
had lived long enough. The poiaoDod cup, which 
DooTna to have boon always ready in tho Chineeo 
palace, was banded to the hoy by the usurper him- 
self Drinking It aneuspiniously, the unfortunate 
youth was soon lying on tbe floor in the agonioa of 
death, while the mnrderer woke the palaea halla with 
hifl eries of counterfeit grief, loudly bewailing tho 
young emperor's sad fate, and denouncing heaven 
102 
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for having Hont this sudden and &ta] illDCefl iipou 
tho royal youlL. 

To koop up appearances, iinotber child was placed 
upon the throne. A conftpiraey against the usurper 
was now fbrroed hy tho great men of the stJite, but 
Wang Mftng epeedily cruflhed plot and plottera, rid 
himself of tbo now boy cmporor in the sitme arbi- 
trary fashion as before^ and, throwing off tho mask 
ho had thus far worn, had hirriHi^ir proclaimed anu 
poror of tho realm. It was tbo Haa djnast}' ho bad 
ia this arbitrary fashion brought to an cad. He 
oailed his dynasty by the name of Sin. 

But tho uaurper aoon learned Iho truth of tho 
Baying, "uneaay Ilea tho bead that wears a ci-own.^' 
Tho Tartars of tlio dui^ort dofiod h\e authority, broke 
thair long truco, and raided tho rich pro?iucoaof 
the north, which hod enjoyed thirty years of peat^o 
and proaponty. In this juncture Wang Mang 
i^howed that he woa better fitted to give polaou to 
boys than lo meet his foes la the field. The Tartars 
eominitted their ravages with impunitjj and other 
onemioH were quickly in arma. Rebeliloaa broke out 
in tho catil and tho aoutb, and booq, wherever tho 
usurper turned, be saw foes ia the field or lukewarm 
fHends at home. 

Tbo war that followed coutinuod for twelve year 9, 
tbo armies of roboilion, led by princoa of tho Han 
line of emperors, drawing their aet oloeer and closer 
around him, until at length he was shut up within 
hill capital city, with an army of foea around ila 
walls, Tho dofenoo was weak, and tho victors soon 
made their way through the gate^ appaaring quickly 
18 
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at the paUao doors. The usurper bad re&obed the 
end of bia troubled reign^ but nt lhi« f^Lal juncture 
h&fi not tbe cuurage to tuku his owu life. Tho vio- 
torious Boldiors ruahcd iu while be waa bcailnting lu 
mortal teur, uud with a aCrokij put an end to hh 
reign and his nxiBtant^e. His body wa» hac-kod into 
bltieding IrugmentB, which werocasL about the Btreeta 
of tbe city, to bo trampled underfoot by tho rojoicing 
throng. 

It 18 not, however, the atory of 'Wang Mang's 
cai'oer that wo have aet out to tell, but that of oi^e of 
bis foC3f Lbe Loader of a band of rcboUf Fancbong by 
name. Thia partisan leader had ghown bimself a 
man of striking military ability, bringing his troops 
under strict diadpline, and defeating all bia foes. 
Soldiers flocked to his ranka, hie band became an 
army, nud in the crlaie of the etrug^le be took a atep 
that mads him famous in Obinese history. He or- 
dered bia soldiera to paint their oyebrowa red, iiB u 
sign that tbcy were ready to fight to the last drop 
of tbeir blood. Then he Jeeued the foiiowir>gproo]a- 
mation to the poople: '^If yon meet tho * Crimson 
Ryehrcjvrfl,' join yoursclveH to them ; it is tbo aure 
road to aafoty. You can fight tho usurper a troops 
without danger; but if you vhh for death you may 
jofn Wang Mang'a army." 

Tho end of the war was not the end of the '*Crim- 
Bon EyobrowB.'* Fancbong was ambiUous, and a 
larganumbarof hiB followers continued under hie flag. 
They bad aided groatty in putting a Han emju^ror 
on the throne, but they now became hia most for- 
midable foes, ebanglng from patriots into brigands^ 
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nrd keeping: thot part of tho ompiro which they 
hivuDtcd in n Btata of the liveliest alarm. 

Against tbia thorn in the aide of the raalm the 
new emperor nent hla ablest conimaDder^ and & fierce 
O&mpaigD cnsuod, in which tho bri^iind band stub- 
bornly fought for life &nd Lcodso, 1b the end they 
snfTered a crushing defeat, and for tho tivne sank out 
of Bight, but only to rise again at a later date. 

The genoral who hod dufoatod tbom, aa able prince 
of the Han family^ followed up hid vielory by Beijing 
the throne itiielf and deposing tho weak emperor. 
Tho latter fled to the retreat of the remnant iff the 
brigand band, and hogged their aid to restore htm^ 
to the throne^ but Fanchong, who had no idea of 
placing a greater than himself at the head of faia 
band, escaped from the awkward position by put- 
ting hja guest to deatb. 

Soon after the "Crimson Eyobrowa" were in tho 
field ag&ifi, not aa nupportera of nn imperini reAigee^ 
bnt as open enomioH ^f tlie publie [>euce, imrU mnn 
fighting for his own handn While the new ruler 
was making himself fllrong at Loyaug, the new oapi- 
tal, FnTicbong and hia brigands seized Chnngnan, 
Wang Manges old capital^ and pillaged it moi'cilcHsly. 
Making it their head -quarters, they lived on tho in* 
habitants of the eity and the suiTounding diutrfct, 
holding on until the rapid approneh of the army of 
the eniporor admoniBhed them that it wua Lime to 
Book a safer place of rotroat- 

The army of the brigand chief grew untii it wa^ 
believed toexoeed two hundred thonj^and men, while 
their excesses wore so groat that they were every- 
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whiiro regnrded ne public enemioB, hated and cie- 
crnlcd by Iho poopio at largo. Bui Iha cnrecr of 
the *' Crimson Eyebrowa" vrns iit*ap itBGnd- The em- 
peror j^ont againat them an armj- Hmall^r thun ihoir 
uwn, but under the command of Fongy, one of the 
rnoat skilful generals of the age. Hia ltu:k of num- 
bers was alonod fof bj akill to muTKEtiTrea, the bri/^- 
ardfl were houteD in ntimE^roua Hkirmishes^ and at 
length Fojigy risked a goiieral engagement^ whieh 
ended in a brilliant victoiy. During tho crisis of 
tho battle ho brought up a resorveof prUonere whom 
he had eaplursd in the previous battles and hud won 
over to himBoif. These, wearing fltill tho crimaon 
sign of tho brigands^ rainglod unobserved among 
thdr former eomradee, and at a given signal Rud- 
dcnly modeaflorca attaek upon them. Thm ireach. 
eruua ahsaiilt produced a panic, and Fanchong'a army 
was soon dying in disorder and diamay. 

TermB were now offered to tha brigand ehief, which 
ho acraptod^ and his army dTshaodisd, with the ex- 
ceptir^n of some fragment*", which soon gathered 
again into a powerful force. This Fongy attacked 
and oomplptely diMpersed^ and the long and Btriking 
uireer of the " Crimson Eyebrow^*' came to an end. 



THE CONQUEST OF CENTRAL 
ASIA, 



The Chineae are the most practical and the least 
imiiginatiTOcf tbcpcoploaof Iho earth. During tbvir 
whoL<} four ihouaand y^eoTB &ad moro of hiatiOrical 
ejeUtenca the idea of mililaiy glory Beem* never to 
have dawned upon their souls. They have had 
wars, abuadacce of them, but thefio have noarly all 
been fought for the purpose of holding od to old 
posseasiona, or of widening ihe borders of the em- 
pire by lakitig in neighboring lands. No Alexander, 
Cffisar, or Napoleon has ever been born on Cbiueee 
soil ; no army boa over been led abroad iu i^oarch of 
the will-of-ihe-wiap caUed glory; the wild faney of 
becoming lords of the world hoa alnayi^ boon out of 
touch with their practical minds. 

If wo eoneidor closely the wars of China the 
trutb of what is here said will appear. The great 
bulk of them have been fbugbt wiLhIn the linuto of 
tbo empire, for the purposes of defence ngaini*t inva- 
aion, tho euppreseion oi revolt, the OTorthrow of the 
power of feudal lords^ or in consequenca of the am- 
biliotiof enoce^sAj] generals who covuteil the ihrone. 
The ware of external conquest have been siognhirly 
few, Gonsiating principally in the iiivjision of tbe 
domain of Lhe Tnttaraj to which tho ChincHe were 
JriveD by tho inceaauut raidj4 cf the desert hordes. 

IB7 
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In additfon, there h&ve been invaeioDH of Ck)rea sod 
Indo-CIiina., but merely as paasiog incideDt^ in tho 
long era of Chiaoso history, not ad mnuguratlog a 
career of conquoBt. The great Invasion of Japan in 
the thirLoenth pentury, the only pure war of fon- 
queftt of Chiua, was made by Kublai Ehao, a Tartar 
eraporor, and iargoly witb Tartar troope. In brioii 
the Chinese have ehowD tbetasalVBa [n disposition 
otie of the rnoHl poacefUl of Tintiotik*, only aeking to 
bti let aloikOr and are yery julikely to Ijegln tbe war 
of conquest which aome modern military writera 
fear. 

Yet there ia one infltanee in CbineHe hbitory which 
fieeicH to contradict what has hero boea aaid^ that of 
the career of a great conqueror who carried the arma 
of China o^er the whole \?idih of A&iaf and who 
neemed aetnated by thfil thirst for mlJitury glory 
"which baa inspired moat of tbe great wars of tha 
world and hronghl untold misory upon mankind. 
This w&q tbo great leader Panchow, who lived under 
three emperors of the Han dynasty^ and whose career 
jfi full of jutereet and QV&ut 

Paaohow liratr appears in the reign of the emperor 
Mingti, who came to the throne in 57 A,D, His 
victoriea wore won In the west, in the region of 
Kokouor, where he brought to an tud the invaHloQS 
of tbo Tartar tribes. Under Changtij the uucceed- 
ing emperor, Panchow continued hie work in the 
west, carrying on the war at hia own expense, with 
an army recruited from pardoned criminala, 

Chatigti diod^ and Hoti came to tho tbrone, a child 
ten yeare of age. It waa under bis reign that the 
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eventa to be described took place. During the pre- 
ceding teigiiH PaeicIiow hod made the power of Ohinii 
felt in ri-gioDB fct west of thftt realm, bringing qqv- 
er&l amal] kiDgdoma aad mnny tribea under subjets 
tion, conquering tbe city of Kashgar, and eitterding 
the webtera t}order» of China as far into iLti interior 
of Asia 03 tbe great upland region of the Pftmir. 
Tbe power of bia armfl bad added EuBtern Turices- 
Xah 10 the Chinese empire, & region wUteb ii eou- 
tinuefi to hold tO'day. 

But tbcee oonqacata vcro not enough tooatisfy tho 
&Qibitiou of the veter&D geceraL Coder the boy 
emperor Hoti be wa8 frue to eiirry out bis duHign.^on 
a much lai'gor aoalc- Witb a puwerfiil army bo nbt 
out on tbe only campaign of ambitiotia warfare iii 
which China over iodulgod. Hie previous victoriea 
had tJLrrifld the terror of hii nnmo far over the 
kingdoms of the wast, and he now led hU army to 
conquoeb afUr eonquoab in tbo great oases of Weet- 
orn TurkofitaQf Bubduing kingdom aH^r kingdom 
until no le^s than fifteen bad submitted to the power 
of his arm.'^r and bis victorious army stood on the 
far-diatant fehoroe of tbo Caspian Sea, — the Northern 
Sea, a^ it ia named in Cbtneye annals, 

Ti:j crosa tbm sva would buve brought bim inlo 
Europe^ which continent had never drcamod of in- 
vftflion from tba myaterioua laud of Cathay, on tlie 
eastern boriEOn of tbe world. Pauehow'a ambition 
waa not yet satiated. Tboro came to his mind the 
idea of crosfling this aeeming great barrier to his vie- 
torioua tareer. Ho had, with bia army, overcome 
innumerable Jifflt^itlties of waterluM deeerta, Lofty 
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motiiitmn raugOHi great rivcra, nod valiant enemios^ 
Thus fur hi» progress h»d bGon ii-reaietib^ uiid 
sbculd a more e^anfie of w&l&r put an end to hia 
westward march ? 

He was cbeckcd by dread of perili^ id the unkncvD 
land beyond. The people on the borders of tho 
Caspian repreaented that salt sea act being Jar inore 
formidable ihaa it really wag. They dilated on its 
width, the vaat mouiitaios which lay beyond, the 
fierce tribes who would reDdcr a lattdin;^ diSicuk and 
dangerous, and the desert rogiona beyond the moun- 
tains, until Pannhow rulueLantlygave up hia schume. 
Ho had already been for several ycorg warriug with 
Bavage nature and barbarous man, and bad extended 
the doTnlniong of his emperor much farther than 
any Chiaase general bad ever dreamed of before. It 
was time to call a halt, and not oxp{»o his valiant 
followers to the unknown perils beyond the great 
inland sea. 

The army remained long encamped on tbo Ca^ 
pian, coming into communication through its envoys 
with the Itoman empire, whoee eastern borders lay 
not far away^ and forming rolatloud of commerce 
with tbia rich and powerful realm. Thic^ dune^ Pan- 
chow led hia ever- victor Sous warriors back to their 
native land, to toll the story of the marveU they 
had seen and the Hurprising adventures they had en- 
countered. 

That Panchow was moved by tbo more thirst for 
military fame may well be doubted in viow of what 
we know of the aharaeter of tha Chinese. Ilrs pur- 
pose was perhaps the more practical one of opening 
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by force of arms new channels of trade, and over- 
coming the ebetaelee placed by the Parthiana and 
other nations of Asia in the way of ti-eedom of com- 
morco. On his return to China he found himself 
the idol of the people, the trusted friend of the em- 
poror, and the moat revered and powerful subject of 
the empire. He died in his eightieth year, enjoying 
a fame auch ae no general of hia race had ever before 
attained- 



THE SIEGE OF SINCHING. 

When Lhe great dynasty of the nuns, which h&d 
bald aupreme rule in Chiaa for more th^n four hun- 
<Jnsd yenre, cume to nn end, it loft Ibat country di- 
vided up into three i&dependeat kinj^^domg. Tha 
emperors who bad once ruled over all CJi[i»a fjund 
thempelvea uow lorda of its amolleat divitiion^ whilo 
the kioi^'dom of Wei included the Iftrgoat and mont 
populous dislHctB in the re&Iui, A war for suprem- 
acy Arose between iheae throe kingdoms, which 
ended in the kings of Wei becoming auprenio over 
the whole empire and cstablifihing u new clynaetyf 
which they named Ihe dynasty of Tain. Of this 
wnr we have only one event to relaie. iiti Interesting 
example of Cbineao fortitude i^nd valor. 

Sbortly flftor 250 a.d, an army of tbo Uan em- 
peror, led by fi general named Chul^woko, aettled 
down to the siege of a small walled town named 
Sinching, held by three thousand men under the 
command of a loader named Changto, whoso forti- 
tude and energy alone laved this place for the king 
of Wet. 

For ninety days the aiege want on, the catapults 
of the bettioging force playing incofiaantly upon the 
walls, which, deapita the activity of the garrison, 
were in time pierced In matiy plaeen, while several 
gaping breaches lay open to the foe. Changto had 
302 
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defended the place vigorously, no commander cotild 
have done more, and, as no sign of a relieving force 
appeared, he could wilb ull hcnor have capitulated, 
thrown open the gates, and m&rchcd out with auch 
dignity &e tho victorious ouemy would permit. 

But this was not the view of hia duty hsid by the 
T&lorouB aoidier. Ho was one of the kind who die 
but do not Burreuder, aad in his extremity had To- 
courae to tho foUowmg ruBo. Ho Bont word to 
Cbukwoko that, &h the place wqh clearly uoLenable, 
he WUH willing to aurronder if he were granted leo 
diuys more of grace. 

"It IB a law among the princes of Wei/' be Bald, 
"that the governor of a place whidi baa held out for 
a hundred dajf^, and Lhon, audug hq prospect of 
relief, aorr&ndera, shall aot be hdd guilty of dero- 
liolion of duty-" 

Cbnkwoko gladly accepted this offer, being weary 
of htB long delay before this small jiost, and quite 
willing to Bavo hia men from the perils of an oefuiult. 
But, to bis astonisbmont, a few days later ho eaw 
fresh bulwarks riaing above those which had beea 
mined by hie engines, while tho breaches wore rap- 
idly repaired, now gates replaced thoso that bad 
been dostroyedi and Siaching seemed suddenly to 
regain the appearance U had presented three months 
before. laaide the walls a new Bpti'it prevailed, tho 
COtiragD of the bold commander reanin;ating hia 
troops, while the eenlinela on tb© ramparts shouted 
messages of dir^daln to the besieging force. 

Indignant at, this violation of the terms of tho 
agreement, Uhukwoko aont a fiag Df truce to the 
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gate, demanding angrilj what these proceedings 
meant, and if this was Ghangte'a way of keeping 
his word. 

" I am preparing my tomb/' replied the bold com- 
mander. '' I propose to bury myself under the mias 
of Sinchlng/' 

The tomb remained untenanted by the daring 
commandant. The iong-delayed relief appeared, 
and Chukwoko was obliged to make a hasty retreat, 
with the loss of half his army. It is safe to say 
that in the pursuit Changte and his &ithf\il three 
thousand played a leading part 



FROM THE SHOEMAKER'S 
BENCH TO THE THRONE. 

At the beginnini; of the fifth century of the 
Cbrmtian om China had tatlon into a btato of de- 
crepitude. Tho second dynasty of the Tsitih w»a 
near its end. For a cuntury and zi hzilf iL hod held 
the imperittl power, but now it hjid Tallinn a prey to 
luxury, ODO of ita latest emperors <lyini^ from pro- 
longed drunkenness, another being tiinoihered in bed 
by his wife^ whum ho had in^ulUsd while intoxicated. 

The empire which the fojnder of the dynasty had 
built up showed signs of f^llia^ to prcoos, In the 
south the dftfing pirate Snnghen was making the 
groat rivers the ncenoa of his mercilowi nt^tivity, 
spreading terror along their banks, and extending 
his desolating raids far over tho surrounding proT- 
inces. In the north had arisen a new en^my, the 
(jcougon Tartars, whoHia career had bugun in the 
outbreak of a hundred rohels^ hut who had now be- 
come Bt> powerful that their chief assumed in the 
year 402 the proud tille of Kagan, or Great Lord, 
FaUing upon the northern boundaries of the ompire, 
theae dangerous foee made daring inroada into the 
Tealm. Ab for tbe proTinoofl of the empiro, many 
of them were in a rebellious mood. 

At this Qritical period in Chinese history a child of 
the people come forward oa the savior of hie country, 
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Thla was a poor boy for whom his parents had done 
Ifltio more tlian give him his name of Lieouj'u, 
baring been farced by poverty to desert him to 
the oold comfort of charitj'. He waa cared for by a 
kind woman, aa poor as they, and as ha grew oldor 
leaTDod the biimblo trade of Hlioemaking, wbioEi ha 
followed for aoine tinie aa an occupation, though he 
ohafed ia epirit at its wearisome monotony. Tbo 
boy had in him the aeeda of better things^ showing 
in hia early yBsra a remarkable qulE^knetiH in learn- 
ing, and an energy that was not likely to remain 
content witb a humble poaition. 

Seeing fhjLt bin only chance of adrancement lay 
ifl the military toreer, and brirning with upErit and 
courage, tbo ambitious boy soon deserted tbo nhoe- 
maker'a bench for the army's ranks. Here he showed 
BDch valor and ability that bo rapidly roao to the 
commaTjd of a eoinpnny, and waa iu time intruflted 
with a emoU independent body of troops. It wan 
against the pirate Sungbcn that the young soldier 
was pitted, and during three yearB ho vigoroualy op- 
posed that leuiltir in bis devaaLating raids. In thia 
field of duty bo was ropaatodly victorious, breaking 
the I'cputation of the corsair, and ao weakening bim 
that his overthrow became easy, This wati per- 
formed by another loader, Lbe defeat of Sun^hon 
being so aignal that, despairing of oacapo, he loaped 
overboard and waa drowned. 

Liooayu, having abundantly proved hxn ability, 
was now rapidly promoted^ rialng in i^nk uiitiC ha 
found hiraeolf iu command of an army, which he 
handled with tbo greatest skill and succcea. His 
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flaa] rictcrj in thin poaition waa against a furmidable 
robel, wbom bo fought both on Land and on vrater 

with a much flmaller foreo, eoraplotely defeaLing 
him- Ths emperor ehowed hid senHQ of graUludQ 
for this vahiablc aervico hy raising tho ahocmaker^B 
hoy to tbo mnk of commandor- in -chief of all the 
armies of the empire. 

In Ibis esaltfld position Lieouyu diaplajed tha 
eaino energy and fibilitj that he had ahotm in bum^ 
bier commande. Marching from province to prov- 
ince and from victory to victory, be put down tha 
rebels whom the weakness of the government bad 
permitted to riae on every sido- Ho had not only 
rebelliouB banda, but disloyal prinooB of tho empire, 
to contend with. In ond of hie mnrehdB it was 
noceaaary to erofts thii groat proviEce of Wei, north 
of the Hoang'ho, a tnovoment to which Topa> prince 
of tho provinoo^ refuaed permission- Lioouyu, in- 
dignant at this dieloyalty, forced the paaaage of tha 
alroam, routed the army of tho prince, and pursued 
his march without further opposition, sending one 
of hie genorala, named Wangchinon, against the city 
of Chaagnaa, tho capital of tbo prinoo of Chin, who 
ha<] hoisted the flag of rebellion against tha emperor. 

Lieouyu bad cboaen hie Bubatitute well. Convey- 
ing his array by water aa far as poneiblOi Wang- 
chinonj on leaving his shipH, ordered them to he cast 
adr[l\. To the Hcldlers ho m^ide the following Na- 
poleonic oration: 

•^ We have neither supphoa nor pronaions, and Uio 

swift waters of tho Weiho bear fh^m a& the shTpsln 

I which wo came. Soldiers of tho empire^ only two 
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thinga lie before aa. Let ue beat the enemy, antj we 
will rcgam a hundredfold all vra have lost, beaidoa 
covering 0Tir8QlveB with glory. If tha Qnocny beat 
tJH, there 18 iiu esetipe ; deutb will be ibe lol of \in all. 
To conquer or to die, — tbat ts our dealiDy. Ton Luto 
heard; prepfiro to march against tbc onomy/' 

With fio resolute a commjiuder victory waa Almost 
&HHured. Cimngnan, vigorounlyaawiiled, quichly ttur- 
reudured, &iid the captivo princo of Chin wta oxt»- 
vutQd 09 a. robGl taken in arvtin. Lioouyu, wh^ bfid 
been winnlnij victories elsi^whorft, nnw nrripod, htiu- 
ing Duarche^d in all haslB to ibe aid oF hia valorous 
lieutonant. Praising Wangcbinon for the brilliaocj 
of hie achievoDacnt^ the commandDi' waa about put- 
tiog bis forces on the mareh for new victorious 
deeds, when peremptory orders recalled him to the 
capital, and his career of conquest was for the 
time checked. The absoace of the strong hand waa 
quietly felt. The rebels rose again in force, Chang- 
nan was lost and with it all the conqueata Lieouyu 
had made, and the forces of the empire were every- 
wbore driven back in defeat. 

Meanwhile Lieouyu^ at the t^apital^ found himself 
in the midst of political compljcations that called for 
decisive measures. The wcakneaa of the emperor 
troubled him, while he felt a deep reaentment at what 
hseonsirlercd ill treatment on the part of the throne- 
He hod, as Prince of Song, been raised to the third 
rank among the princes of the realm, but he thought 
his deeds entitled him to rank among the first; while 
the fluccesB cf the rebels In the absence r>f hia master 
hand redoubled hia reputation among the people. 
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Gatiti, Iho ompororf was deatmed to e:tporiGiice tho 
daogerous cod aequo ncea of raising a subject to auch a 
height and yet loaviiag him below the rank to which 
he aflpiredn LUoaju, now all-powerful Id military 
circles, and virtually raaator of tho i-Qalm, caused the 
emperor to be eti-angled, and aamed his brother 
EoDgti uH successor to the throae. But the ambi- 
tiou of the shocmaker'a boy had not reached its 
BUmPiut* Thia woa but a provieioual stop, and tho 
throne iteelf lay before him as an alluring price. 
Having skilfully l^id hia plaoa^ Tjioouyu^ at ths end 
of two y^axs, gave tha weak Kongti to understand 
that hia reign wae at an end, aiLd that he muBt etep 
down from tho throne which a sirongor than he 
proposed to &.scend. 

Eongti made do reaiatance to this arbitrary de- 
mand. He kaew th&t resistance would be UBdesa, 
and resigned his imperial dignity in ffivor of the 
poflsant who by his aword had carved his waylo the 
throne. The ceremony woa an inlereeting one, A 
broad acafold was ereetod in a field adjoining tho 
capital, and on it was placed a gorgeously deco- 
nitud imperial throne, wbicli KongU oei-'upitid, while 
Lieouyu, attired In royal garb, stood below* In the 
preeenco of the as^ombled tboufiands of Kionkang^ 
the capital, Soogti deBCeiided from the SGUi which he 
had so fesbly filled, while his strong Huceessor seated 
himself on the throne amid the plaudits of the ap- 
proving multitude. In the preeence of the groat 
offl:;iaIa of the realm Eongti pAid homage to Lieouyu, 
thuM eompleiirig a ceremony which was witlujul 
parallel In the biatory of the Ghlueae empire. With 
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II118 act tho dynnstj of the TsinB csmc to an ond^ 
&Tkd waa replaced by that of the SotigB, of which 
Lioouyu woe the first and worthiost rcproaontaLiv<i. 

Of the ceremony of investiture the principal 
fealure was the assumption of iho inipurial cap or 
crov^n^ which haa long been the chiof mark of roy- 
alty worn by tho Chmose cmporor. ThlB ia a cap of 
petjuliar shape, round in frojit and slraight behind, 
and ornainontiid with one hundred niid furty-Four 
precious atones. From it hang twelve pendants con- 
eisting of etringa of pearls, of which four aro bo ar- 
ranged as to hang over the emperor's eyes. This ia 
doijo, it iH said, in order that the emperor may tioL 
see the accused who are brought before him for 
trial. 

It was in the year 420 a,d, that Lieouyu ascended 
the throne, asBuming wTth the imperial dignity iho 
namo of a former emperor of renown, KaotaoUj and 
rtamjng his d^'caety tho SoDg, &om his princoly 
title. 

As for the deposed emperor, the new monarcU 
had no thought of leaving any such dangerous clo- 
xnent in his path, and Kongti was called upon '' lo 
drink tho watora of oternal hfo/' the Chiaaae eu- 
phuism Ibr swallowing poison. Kongti, a devoted 
Buddhist, declined the falal draught, on tho ground 
that fielf-murder was in opposition to his religious 
sentiments- ThiB ia the only instance in Chineao 
history in which a deposed ruler refused to necept 
the inevitable fate of the unfortunate. To quaff tho 
poisoned cup 10 the timG-houoi'Od way of gotting rid 
of an inconvenient ex-mouarch. This refusal of th« 
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depo&ed emperor led io Bterncr meaeureH^ and he waa 
miirdored by tho guard which bad been placed over 
him Iq his palacOn 

Licouyu was not destined long to occupy the 
throne which ho had tbuti eccured. He was nlready 
growing old, and a short reign of three yoara endad 
hia career. Aa a monarch and a man alike ho dfe- 
playod etcrlinf^ and admirablo qualiticfi. Hie cour- 
age on the field of battIO) his &ngality and oamefit 
devotion to duty in every pcwiLion which ho reat-hed, 
won tiiiJt tlio widest cam men date on, while he wan 
etill more eeteemod by hiH Bubjects for hia kindncsa 
and devotion to the foater- mother wbo had nouriflhed 
bim when deaertcd by hia own parents, nnd who hod 
tho romarkablo TurtUDe of Hcoing tbe pooi^ chdd wbo 
had been abandoned to her cbaritable care aoutad on 
tlio imperial throne of the realm. 



THREE NOTABLE WOMEN. 



Iff Ibo yoar 503 began a long ^ar botwocn Lho 
pHneoft f>f Wei aoc! the emperora of Chiniij which 
conliniied for nearly half a century. Of thU pro- 
tnictod conteat we have only throe inoldenta to re- 
late, ID whioh, withia a few yearBj Ihroo heroinoa 
ro^c to prominent^e and in varioua ways showod an 
ability i4LirpaBHiitg thali of the men of Ibeir ago^ It 
ifl tbe story of tbeso three womcD that we propooa 
tot«ll. 

Cbaoyfing, ft stronghold of Wei, hud been plained 
in charge of Giticbing, one of tbe ablest Holdiera of 
that king:dora. But the exigenciosof the war oblSgod 
that officer to make ao excursion bojoad itR walls, 
taking with bim thd main body of the garrisOTi, and 
leaving the place very weakly deforided. Taking 
advantage of thia opportunity^ one of the Cbineea 
generals marched quickly upon the weakened atroDg- 
hold, Burrounded it with a large array, and made ao 
mpld ant] vigorous an aasaiilt that all the outer de- 
/encoa fell into Ida hands without a blow in tbetr 
dofcnco. 

At this peri]0DS jtincturoj when the place waa 
almimt in the hands of its foes, and tbe deprsHHed 
gamaon was ready to yield, Mongcbi, the wife of 
tho abBont commander, appeared upoo tbe ramparts, 
called upon their defenderB to make a bold and reeo- 
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lute reaiatance to the enemy^ and by ber courage 
and UDimaUcjQ ^ut oew apirit into tbe Lroo|H. In- 

epii"cd by bcr, tbey bravely resisted the further ad- 
vanCQ of tbo ftHaftJiaDta and hold tbo walla, wbiub^ 
but A>r the valor of the borome, muet ineyiUbly 
have been loat. 

Ilaving thus checked the first OQalaaght of the 
enemy, Mongchi went vigorously to work. The in* 
babttaatB of the pboe were armed and eeni lo roiu- 
force the gaprisonj the defonctH of the gate were 
elrctigtbejicd, and by promises of reward as well aj) 
by bor proBcnce and inspiritiag appcald iho bruvc 
woman stirred up tha defondera to sueh vigoroua i-g- 
Bistanee that th& imperial forces were on every side 
repelled, aad in the end were forced to abandon the 
prize which thoy bad dcemod aafcly their own, -Not 
till alter Chanyang wae eavod did UineLiDg return 
from an important victory he had won in the field, 
to learn thiit bin brave wife had gained ae signal a 
euccese in his abaeucc. 

The aocond woman whom wo ehall name was 
Honehl, wife of the Iriag of Wei, whose husband 
came to the tbronij in 515» but became a more tool 
in the bands of his able and ambitloua wife. Ailor 
a abort period Houchi wi^ so bold as to foN-e her 
husband to vacate the throce, naming her infant aon 
sui king in bia place, but ejiorcieiiig all the power of 
tho realm hcrsalf- She went bo iar as to declare war 
against the empiroi tbongh the contest that followed 
was marked by eonticiuHl dit^abter to her troupa^ ex- 
cept in one notable inataEJCe. 

Ab in the case above cited, so in this war a strong- 
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hold voB sucGOSsfully held hy a woman, Tbia place 
^v'QH Tnalotig, whoao commandart was absent, leavmg 
tbe command to hia wife Liooachi, & woman of tbo 
Ligheat courage and roadinoBs in an ciuctgunoj. 
As before, the impenal Iroopa took advantage of 
tbo oct^uHioD^ and quickly invested the town* while 
Lieouchi, with a valor worthy of a eoldler^s wife, 
made rapid preparatioaa for defending It to the laat 
eitromUy. 

Her deciBivd resoluUon w&s shown in an inatanoe 
that must have redoubled the courage of ber raeo. 
Pifloovering, after the aiege had gone on for ecveral 
days, that one of the officers of ber small force was 
playing the traitor by torrepponding with the enemy, 
ahe called a general council of tbo officers, with the 
ostontiiblo purpoao of deliberating on the munago- 
luent of the defence- Tho traitor attended the 
council, not dreaming that hib proposed treaAoa was 
euspccted- He waa tUuitderatruck when Licouchi 
vehemcatly aeeuaed him before his fellow-offieera of 
the orirae, showing such tnowledge of his purpose 
that be was forced to udmit tbe jusUcuof the charge. 
The energetic womnn wasted no time in this critical 
etiito of affairs, but, drawing her sword, severed tbo 
head of the traitor from htw body with ooe vigorous 
blow. This act put an end to all thougbtK of treimun 
in tbe ganiaon of Tectong, 

Tbo courage of Liooucbi was tot greater than her 
judgment and deciatou in en emergency. There was 
but a single wkW to supply the garrison with water, 
and this the enemy succeeded in cutting off. The 
ready wit of the womau overcame tbie berioua losa 
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It was Iho rainy aeaaon, and «hd euccecdcd in col- 
lectiijg a conftldernblc supply of raio-water in vasya, 
while linen and tbe clotbea of the eoldiers wore &]eo 
utiliscfd as w£i(«i--catchiDg devices. In the end the 
imperitil forcos, bafll«d ic tb^ir every effort bj this 
heroic womun, abundunad the uiege In diagUHL. 

As for Houcbi^ tbo ruler of Wei, her abilitj ivaa 
of a diffbrcnt kind, yet in hor &mbitLo\is dc^gne eho 
ditipl^yed utiuj^uul powers. Depoeed and imprisoned 
on aecounti of the failure of the w&r, abe soon over- 
threw her enomioB and roae to the head of affaire 
again, and for several yeara continued to wnge war 
with the emperor But the war went against her, 
and trouble aroaawitbio her kingdom. Here and 
there were movements of rebellion* and tbe generals 
of Iho realm woro fkl daggora' poinle to BUppiant one 
another^ 

Amid these distractiona the queen balanced her- 
aelf with marked skill, playing oE one enemy 
agaiuflt another, but her position daily grew more 
iDHecure, Her power waa brought to an end by her 
final act, whieh wa^ to depone her son and place her- 
aolf in sole control of the realm. Erebu Jong, a 
general of ability and docieion, now rose ia revolt, 
marched on the capital, made Houchi bia prisoner, 
and in the same moment ended her rei^n and her 
life by drowning her in the waters of the Iloaug-ho. 
Tben, gathering two thoueamd of the notables of the 
oily, her aids and aupporlere, on a plftin outside tbe 
waller ha ordered hia cavalry to kill them alL Other 
steps of tbe same stern character weru taken by 
thia tierce ecidier, wboao power grew eo great as to 
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excite offidftl dreftd. A geoeral aent agaiDflt him by 
Youti, the emperor, who boasted of having gained 
forly-aeven Tictones, was completely defeated, and 
all the reaults of his campaign were loat Erchu 
Jong DOW formed the deaign of reuniting the empiro 
and driving Vouti f>om the throne, but his enemies 
brought this ambitioos scheme to an end. Invited 
to the palace on aome pretence, he was ctlt down in 
the audience- ball, tbe Prince of Wei, wbom he had 
placed on the throne, giving his consent to this act 
of treachery. Thus waa the death of Houchi quickly 
avenged. 



THE REIGN OF TAITSONG 
GREAT, 



THE 



Tqe hifltorj of Obir^a dLfrGrfl remarkablj from 
that of JiLpan in oqo p&rttciilan In tha latter £l 
aingte dycaaty of erapercrs haa, from the beginoiug, 
heM tlie tbrgne. Is the former ihere have huen 
nuTDcroua dyoaaties, moat of tham brief, ^omo long 
ostciidod. In Japan Ibo omporora lived in rotiro- 
mont, and il vj^a the dyaastiee of ehc^guns or gen. 
orals that BuflTerod change. In China the emperors 
kept at the he&d of afiaLrfl> and were exposed to all 
the perils due to error or weuknoBa in the rulor aad 
ombiiion in powerful Bubjeeta, 

The fall of the great djnaaty of the Hans left 
the way clear for several brief dycastiea, of whose 
omporora Yongti, the laet^ waa a mftn of groat publio 
spirit find DiELgni£coDt ideas. His public spirit wae 
expressed in a senee of groat canals, which estonded 
throughout the empire^ their total length being, it 
ia eaidj moro than sixteen hundrod loaguoe. Several 
of theae great worka still remain. His magnifieenoe 
of idea was shown In ihe grand adornments of Lo- 
yang, his capital, where two million of men wore 
employed upo^ hia palace and the public bulLdinge. 

Yangiffl flon waa deposed by Liyuen, Prince of 
Tang, and a new dynasty, that of the Tang em- 
perors, was formed, which coDtimied for eoveral cen- 
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tiiTiea at the head of afTaire. The new emperor 
LBaumed the name of Knotsou^ made fiimouB b^ tbo 
flpHt emperor of the KaoB. But the g^ory of hm 
reign belongs to hia son, not to hiraaelfT and it is 
trith this BOD, Lichimm by name, that wo have cow 
to do- 

It had been the cuHtom of the foundtira of dyn&s- 
tiefl to begin their reign bj the destruction of the 
familioB of thdr dopoeod rivak Tho now emperor 
ahowad himself more meroifQI, hy pengioning instead 
of deBtroying his UDfortiioete foes. Hiu only ven- 
geance wae upOD inaniraate objects, Licbimin, on 
oapturiDg Loyang, ordered the great palace of 
Tangti, the most magnificent building in the eni- 
pire, to be set on fire and destroyed^ ''So much 
pomp and pride/' be eaid, "could not be sustained, 
and ought to load to the ruin of those who consid- 
ered their own love of luxury rather than the needs 
of the penplo." 

While his father occupied the throne the valiant 
Licbimin went forth "conquering and to conquer." 
Wherever be went victory went with him. The foea 
of the TaagB were put down in quick succeaHion. A 
great Tartar confederacy was overthrown by tbo 
vigorous young general. Four years Bufficcd for the 
work. At the end of that time Liohimin woe ab'e 
to announce that he had vanquished all the enemies 
of the empire^ both at home and abroadn 

Hia vicloriea were followed by a triumph which 
reaombled those given to lie great generals of 
ancient Rome. The city of Singau waa tbo capital 
of the new dynaaty, and into it Lichimin rode at 
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the head of bis victorioiia l^gioas, dressed in cciatly 
aiinor &ad wearing a breastplate of gold. Hh per- 
sonal escort condatod of toD thoueand picked hoi^o- 
men, among them a regiment of cuir&ssierfi drasaed 
in black tigor-akina, who were pHrtioulnrty attnclied 
to bis peraoD aod the nitoal distiugubhed for vnlor of 
all bis troope. Thirtj thoufiand cuiraasicre followedi 
with a captive kicg of the Tartars in their midst, 
Othi^r euptiv&rt lei^iifled lo tlie glory of the con- 
queror, being the vauquiahed defenders ai co^iquured 
citiea, whoaa abundant tjpoila wer^ dIap[ajod in tba 
trfttn. 

Into the ctty wound the long array^ through mul- 
tlLudee of U|pp]audJng apeetatoi's, Lit^hliDiD proceei- 
irg in state to the Hall of his Aaceatcrs, wbero ha 
paid obeiuance to the ahadoB of his progenitors and 
detailed to thern the stoiy of hin victorious career. 
Uulike tbo more cruel Romans, who mamiacred the 
captives they had shown in their triunnphs^ Lichimin 
purdoced his, Tbe prinoipai otfioers of the army 
were richly rewarded, and the aGhir ended Id a great 
banquet* at wLicb the emperor gave bid vrillant hoq 
thu higheat praise for bia services to tie country. 
Tie rejoioin^ ended in a proclamation of j^eaerol 
amneaty and a reduction of the taxes, so that all 
might benedt hy Lbo imperial triumph. 

Yet there was poison in the victor's cup of joy. 
Hid brothers envied him, intrigued against him, and 
Hueceedad in inalilling hueh doubta in ihu nmperor'a 
mind that Lichimin fell into diegrace and waa 
etrongly tempted to leave the court. The intrigucg, 
wbicb bad firat dealt with bia good name, were next 
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dlrecled against his life, a plot to marder bira being 
deviflod. i^'orLunatoly it was dieeovci'od in Litoo, and 
the death they had planned for their brother f«]l 
upon thomHblveSr leaving him tho empurQr'fi uuqnes- 
lioDod heir. The Bftme je&r (G2G 4,d.) tho emperor 
rotirod to private lifo aod raibod his great sod to tho 
tlroHQ. 

Tiichiminr as emperor, apaumcO the name of Taf- 
taong, a title which ho made bo famous that he fullj' 
oarni^d tho doaignation of Taitsong the Great, Tho 
empire was fiurroundcd with enemies^ the nouiuda 
of the north. exLarding iVom Cor«a to Kokoiior, 
and tho warlike people of the aouih, fVora Thibet to 
Tonquin. During tho romaindor of hia lifo ho waa 
engaged in inceaaant conflict with these Btinging 
wusps, whose onBluiJghtH Icfl him jlu pt?uve. 

Scarcely was he settled on the throne when tho 
Tartar InvsBiona began. Their raida wore repoUod, 
but they instigated Taicaong to an important meaeure. 
It had always been evident that the Chinese troope, 
hitherto tiltle more than a r^w militia, were unablo 
to copo with tho BouB of the desert^ and tho shrewd 
emperor eet himeelf to orgaoiita an army that ehoiild 
bo a mat(.'h in discipline and effectivencaft for any 
of ila foea. The new army embraced three raobs^ 
each corps of the sapcrior rank coneiBtlng of twelve 
hundred, and those of the oihera reapectively of one 
thousand and eight huvjdred men. The tola! force 
tbua organized approached nine hundred thousand 
men. of whom a large portion were used for Itoutior 
duty. Thofle troops were carefully trained in tho 
use of the bow and the pike, T^tfong himself in- 
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specting a portion of tUem dailj. Thla iQDOvaitioD 
roused bitter oppoaition from the literati, wboso 
books told them that former emperors did not on- 
ga^ in such work. But Taitsoog, on the theory 
that ID time of peate we should propuro for war, 
woDt OD with hie reforms regardless of their cited 
precodoate. 

Taitflong*8 now army was soon put to the proof 
The Tartars were in arms again, a powerful confed- 
eracy had heen formed, aad China was to danger. 
MttTChinff into the doeert with his difloiplined forces, 
ho soon had hia enemies iq flight, forced fieveml of 
the leading khans to submit, and spread the dread 
of his arms widely among the tribes. To his title 
of Emperor of China he now added that of Ehan of 
the Tartars, and claimed ae flubjaete all the notnads 
of the desert. 

The nest great war was with Thibet^ whose tribes 
bad become subdued under one chief, called the San- 
pou, or "bravo lord.'* Xhia potentate, who deemed 
himaelf the pi^er of bis powerful neighbor, demanded 
a Cbinoso princoas in marnagOH and when this faxor 
woa refueod he invaded a province of the empire. 
Taitsong at once put hia army in motion, defeated 
the forosa of Thibet, and made tbo Saiipou atrkuow- 
ledge himself a vassal of China and pay a fine of 
five thousand ounces of gold. Then the princess be 
hsd Bought to win by force was granted to him as a 
favor. Tho Sanpou gave up hts barbarian wayi^, 
adopted Chineee customs, and built a wallod city for 
bia princoflfl wife. 

The next act of the great emperor was to bring 
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Bflalern Turltcetan, oooqucred by Panchow moro 
than Gvo ccnturicB bcforo^ under Cbineeo rulo. Thia 
countrj' had admitted the supromay^y of the Gmperor, 
but not until now did it bticome p&rL of the empire, 
nhicL it bus since remained, 

Tbo la^t warlike at^t of Taiteong'e iifo was the 
invasion of Corea, Here bo won varioufi great 
battles, but wae at lenglb baffled in the »4iege af tu 
Corean town, and lost ail be had gained, tbe gtLllant 
oommandaTit of the town wishing the troopa "a 
pleasant journey" as, they began their retreat. 

TaitHong did not roufine hlntHelf to dnedtt of war. 
Under the advice of hia^feChangsungchi, a woman 
aa great in bor way ae ho waa in hisj and celebrated 
for her domestic virlnos, talent, and gof>d sense, ho 
Jbiuided the TiDperial Library and the grear^ Col- 
lege, decreased the taxee, and regulated the finances 
of tbe realm. The death of this good woman was to 
him a severe blow, and be ordered that abe should 
reeeive tbe funera) bcnorn due to an emperor, 

niB last days were spent In drawing up for the 
inetrucLioti of his son a groat work on the art of 
governraentp known as the Golden Mirror, Ho died 
in 649 A-D-, having proved himHelf one of tbe ableab 
monarcha^ alike in war and in peace, that ever sat 
on tbe Chinese throne. 
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FrvE ycttra aflor tlie dcatb of the ^roat Taitaong, 
his eon Raot9or»g^ Emperor of Cbina, fell in love 
wilb :i woman, a fact in no sen^ie netv in the Hnnals 
of mankind, but chq wbich was iti ibis caso des- 
tined to oxQrt a Btriking icfluoTico on tbo bietory of 
an ompire. This woman wag the prineens Wou, a 
yoathful widow of tha late emperor, and now an in- 
mato of & BuddbiaL convont. So strong waa the 
paeeioD of tbo young ruler for tho priDCOBS that he 
Bet atitde the oppoaltioQ of bis miQEHterH, divorced 
}tiB latvAil einproKH^ and, in tbti y^ar 655, made hii 
IL6W Jo7Q bis oonsort on the throne. 

Il was a momontoua act. So groat wae tho aa- 
ceTidency of the woman over her lover that from 
tho Bturt ho became a mere tool in her hands and 
ruled tbo ctnpiro in aocordanco with her TiewA' Hor 
first act was ono that showed hor mi^rciloBe strongth 
of purpose. Fearing that tho warm love of Kat>- 
tHong might in lime grow eold, and that the doposed 
empresa or sotnc other of the palace women might 
return to favor, sbe dctorminod to sweep thuso pos- 
sible perile from hor path. At ber command the 
unhappy queens were drowned in a vaae of wine, 
their hands and feet being firet cut offn— eiiomingty 
an uanocossary cruelty. 

Tbta mercilesiQ act of the empresB, and ber domi- 
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nant inflneTica in the governraentT eoon made hBP 
many c^nemii^s. But they wero to fitid Ibftt ntio wuh 
ft dniig-crot]9 person to plot agaioet Ksr sod ^aa 
proclaimod heir to the throtiG, and the oppoaiog offi- 
cifils Roon found themselvea in prison, where secret 
death quickly ended iLeir heatility, 

Wou now sought to mako boradf supreme. At 
firat aaejating iha emperor in th^ Inboi-e of ^ovorn- 
TtiGnt, ahe ftoon showed a qtiickneKS of apprehenaioc, 
a re^j wit in emergencies, and il tact in deahng 
with difficult qucBtiona that roodered her aid indis- 
pensably- 8t«p bj atep tbe emperor yielded bia 
power to her more skilfhl banda, until he retained 
for hlmeelf only the rank while she hijld all the 
authority of tho imperial office, 

Under her control China retained abroad tb& 
proud position wbieb Taitsong bud won. For years 
war went on witb Coreo, who called in the Jopancrte 
to thoir aid. But the alHcB were defeated and four 
hundred of the war junke of Japftn givon to the 
flames. The desert nomadH remaFned eubdned, and 
in Central Asia the power of Chiua was firmly 
maintained. Now was the era of a raigbty commo- 
tion in Southern A^a and tho countrlefl of the Kedi- 
terranean. Arabia was eending forth iti boats, the 
fiword and the Koran in hand, to conquer the world 
and convert it to the Mohammedan faith. Persia 
was in imminent peril, and aent envoys to China 
begging for aid. But the shrewd empresa had no 
thought of invoking ber dominions in war with 
theae dovaat^tiog hordes, and sent word that Persia 
waa too far away for an army to be despatched to 
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xta reacue, ETkvoyH also c&tne ftxita IiMb, but China 
kizpt oarefiilly fVoe frora bofitilitioa with the con- 
querora of tho south, 

KflOtHong died in 683, after oocupying the throne 
for thirty^three ywim. His death ihrcatoTiod the 
position of the empraas, tba power behind the Ihroae. 
But flhe proved beraelf fully equal to the occasion^ 
aod made beraelf more truly tho ruki- of China than 
bufors. CboQgtttong, son of tbft late emperor, w8h 
proclaimtid, but & few days elided bla reign, A 
decree p&ascd by him la fEivor of h\s wife'e family 
roused Wou to aotion, aod ehe succeeded in deposing 
bim and baniabing bim &nd his family, tahiDg up 
again the supreme power of whkb bbo bad been fio 
brief a tj^cftc ,^^^_^ 

itterB frith a hrgb band. A 
'cboeen, but the rule was bera^ 
lublic buHluBfid, diitpOHod of tbo 
templea to her oncoutore, wore 
^y law could be worn only by an 
'formed tho imperial function of 
laven, the supreme deity of the 
ice in itebiatory China bad an actual 
ecapm^^^Hto of an ability and a power of main- 
tuning tb^^^nity of the throne wbtcb none of its 
ompcrors have surpassed. 

Her uaurpation brought her a hoet of onemioa. 
It aet aBide alithe precodenteof the empire, and that 
a woman ahoiild reign directly, instead of indirectly, 
stirred the spirit of conBervaUsm to ita depths. 
Wou made no effort to conciliate bar foes^ She 
want ao far as to change the name of tho dynasty 

ifi 
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and to plaeo mombors of her own family in tho preat 
offices of tho roalm. Rebellious rising!! followod; 
plots for her jisB:iSBi nation wei\! formed ; b(iL ber vig- 
ilanoo was too great, her meaactreB were too prompt, 
for treason to suoeoed. No matter bow proat tho 
rank or how eDQioeDt tho record of a conspirator, 
death ended his career as E^oon as her saapiofonnwera 
arouHod* The empire wag filled with her apies, who 
bocame bo numcrouH as l&ri^ely to defeat their pur- 
po^, by bringing false accasations befoi^ the throco. 
Tbe ready queen settled this diffit^ultj by an edict 
threrttenLng with death any one who faholy nccasei 
a citiEon of the renlm. The improbnb^o story is told 
that in a single day o thousand charges were brought 
of which eight hundred and fifty proved to be false, 
tho^e who brought them being at <jnc& sent to tho 
bloek. Execution in tho etroetB of SingaUf the capi- 
tal, was her favorite mode of puniahmoct, and great 
noblen and ministers died by the axe before the eyea 
of curioaa maltitudea. 

A Bichcliou in her treatment of her eacmiesT she 
displayed the ability of a Eiohelieu in her control 
of the government- Her rule was a wise one, and 
tho dignity of the nation neTer Buffered in her hands. 
The surrounding pooploa Bhowed roepoet for her 
power, and her aubjecta oould not but admit that 
they wore well and ably nilod- And, tliat Ihey 
miglit the better underatand thia^ she had books 
written and distributed doBoribing her- eminent eer- 
vices to the state, while tho priesthood laid before 
tho panplo the story of her many virtues. Thus for 
more than twenty yeara after the death of Kaotsong 
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the great eraprcsa contiiiQod to bold her own in 
peaco and in. war. 

In her later years wara broke oat, which wore 
bundled by ber with promptnesa and giiccobs. But 
age now weighed upon her. In 704^ wLon eht) waa 
more than oigbty ycare old, she bec&mo so ill that 
for Bovoraj montha aho waa unablo to rocoiVQ her 
mEnisters. This wenkeningof the strong hand waa 
taken advantage of by her enemies. Murdering bor 
principal reUtiroSf they broke into the palace and 
domnndod hor abdication, Unablo to runiet, she, 
with unabated dignity oF mien» handed to thom tho 
imperial seal and the other emblems of power. In 
the following year ehu died. For more tban forty 
yeara ebe had beoD tho auprome ruler of China, and 
h^ld her groat oQlco n^itb a streagtb and dignity 
which may well be called superb. 
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THE TARTARS AND GENGHIS 
KHAN 



In the northern section of the vast Mongolian 
plfiteaUj that immeDSc oatreach of pasture lands 
whiL»h forma the groat abidirg-plflco of tba ahepberd 
tribes of tbo enrth, there long dwolt a warHke race 
which wun dfistinoJ to play u.n extraordinary part 
in iho world'3 history. The original home of this 
people, who at an early date had won the Gignificant 
name of Mongol, or ^' ihe brave," was in the atrip of 
territory btitweeu the Onon and the Eem!on, tribu- 
tartos of tbo upper Amur Kivor^ the great water ar- 
tery of East Siberia, lo thia rolreot, etrongly pro- 
teetod torn attack^ and with sufficient herbage for 
their ficicks, the MoDgoIa may Lave dwelt ibr ngoa 
unknown to history. IVe hear of them firat in tbo 
ninth century, wbou tboy appeared aa a section of 
Iho great horde of the Shiwei, attracting attentioa 
by their great strength and extraorJinary courage, 
characteristics to which they owed their diotioctiTO 
title. For two or throe eontariefl they wore among 
tLe tribes that paid iribnto tc China, nnd there was 
nothing in their career of t^pecial interest Then 
they suddenly broko into etartUng prominence, and 
sent a wave of terror over the whole civiliccd world. 

The hiHlory of China ia 80 closaly connected with 
that of the nomad tribes that* one cannuL be given 
22a 
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witboiit the olherj and before telling the Btory of 
the MoDgola ^ bnef oatlinti of the hietory of tbese 
tribes is desirable. China U on three aides abun- 
dantly defended from itivasion, by tho OQcan on 
the east, and by mountains and desort on tho south 
and weHt. lie only vuberable i^uarter ia in ibe 
norlh, where it joitia oa to the vast region of tbe 
steppe?! ^ country whoea scarcity of rain unfits it 
for agritfulLure^ but whicih haw HufilciouL herbage lor 
the pasturngQ of immeiiao herds. Here ftoro tinio 
immemorial has dwelt a raco of hardy wanderorSf 
driving Its flocks of sheap^ cattle, and borsi-u from 
pasture to pasture, and at fVequent iiilorvalfl de- 
Hcsoding in piundoHuj; raidd upon the settled peoples 
of the south. 

ChiDa in pai'ticular became the prey of these war- 
like horaenien. We hear little of them in the early 
days, when the Chinese realm was narrow and tho 
original barbariiinB poaai>»sod moat of the luud. We 
hear mneh of them in Utdr dn3'B, when the empire 
had widened and grown rich and prosperoun, offer- 
ing an alluring priso to the restless and daring in- 
habitants of the steppes. 

The atoriee vra have already told have much to say 
of the relations of China with the nomads of tlie 
Eorth. Agaiost tbese foes the Great Wall was built 
in vain, and ages of warfare pai^sed bofore the armioa 
of Chiaa succe^'dod in subduing and making tribu- 
tary the people of the steppes. We first hear of 
Tartar raids upon China in the reigia of the emperor 
Muh Wang, in the tenth century B.a As time went 
OD, the tribes combined and fell in steadily greater 
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numboTH upon tlie fioulhdrn Ttialm, Of tLeue &I]i- 

ADcee oT Iribea tbc firal known woa named by Cbmose 
hieU>riiiiia tbo Hecng Hou, or *' detostablo alfivca," 
Uader its chiefs, called the Tanjoui*j it became very 
formidable, und for A thounand yeora conlmued a 
thorn iQ tUe eido of the Chinese erapiro. 

The Taujoue were domioaat in the eteppoe for 
some three himdrad years, when they wotq over- 
thniwn by a revoh of the tribes, and were succeeded 
by the Sieopi, who under their chiefs, Lbe Topos, or 
'* moBtera of the earth/" grew formidable* conqyoring 
the Dortbem provinces of China, which Ihey held for 
a (^ntory &nd n half. Finiilly a slave of one of the 
Ttrpa chieik, at tbe bead of a hundred butl&wa, broke 
into roTolt, and gatborod Ldbcroote until tho power 
of the Sionpj was brokon, aod a new tribe, the ticou- 
gen, became predominant. iLa Leader^ Oehelun by 
name, extended tin power over a vaat terriLory^ as- 
suming the title of Kagao, or Khan. 

The next revolt took place in the aixtb century 
A,D-r when a tribe of alaveB, which worked the iron 
forges of the AlLai MountainH fur the Great Khan, 
rebelled and won its freodocL Growing rapidly, it 
almobt extermiDatod tho Geeugon in a great battle, 
and became dominant over the clans. Thus first 
came inio history the great tribe of thtt Turks, whose 
later history wau destined to be so momentous. The 
dominion of the Khan of the Tarke grew so cnor- 
mouflly that in lime it ovtended from Central Siberia 
on the norih to Persia on the sDuth, while be made 
hie power felt by China on tho east and by Rome oa 
the wejitn Aiabassadors Irom the Kban reached Con- 
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atantinople, and Roman envoys were rcoeirod in re- 
turn in hU loDl flt the fi>ot of the Altai range. 

The Turks were the 6mt of the nomud tirguDiziL- 
tioQfl wbo made their power felt throtighout the 
oiviJiEod world. On the oaatorn etoppee other triboe 
came into promineDce. The KhiUiis were supreme 
in this region IVom 900 to 1100 a.d,, nod made fierioiis 
inroads into Chinrk Thej wore followed by the 
Kins, or (iolden Tartara, a Lribo of Maochu origin, 
who proved a terrible foe, conquering and long boid- 
iiig a large aoclion of Northern China. Th^n canio 
the Mongols^ tho oioat powerful and ternblo of all, 
who ovorlhiMw tho Kins and bocarao eolo lords of 
the empire of the ateppea. It la with tho remark- 
able career of thia Mongol tribe that we are here 
particularly conccrned- 

Thc lirat of tho iloQgol ehiofs whoBo name ta pro- 
served waa Bndantsar, who conquered the district 
betwiittn the Onon and the Kerulon, the earliest 
known homo of tha Moagol race. His deflCHndanta 
ruled over tho clan until about the year 11^5^ 
when tho first Btep of rcbolliou of the Mongols from 
the [lower of the Kina took placo. Thia was undtir 
Kabul, a doscondant of Budanlaar. Tho war with 
the Kins eontinuod under later loadurs, of wbom 
Yisaugei captured a powerful Tartar chi^f named 
Teniujin. On returning homo lio learned that hia 
wife had given birth to a »oiu to wbom he gave his 
captive's name of Temujm, This child, born prob- 
ably in 1162 A.D., afterwards boeamo tha famous con- 
queror Genghia Khan. 

The birlhpluco of the future hero waa on tho 
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bauka t>f tho Onon. His &tWf cbief o^or forty 
tboue&nd famtlioGj dlod v^bon bo wa9 still jouag, aod 
many of tlie tribasmoo, refuaing to be gOTorueJ by 
a boy, broke loo^ii from h'm aiitbarily. His mother, 
a wouiBU wurlhy of ber race, succeeded in bringing 
Dunibere of ihcui buck to tboir ftllogiancc, but tho 
young chief foand himaolf fit tha hofid of but half 
the wnrriorH who had followod his futher to vic- 
tory. 

The enemies of Tomojin liUie knew with whom 
they had to deal At fir&t mieforCuDe pursued the 
joutli^ and lie was at length taken prisoner by bl8 
cDcmica, who treated him wiih great indignity. He 
aoou escaped, bowevcrj and rallied bis broken foraos, 
shrewdly bEtfStug his foe^, who sought to recapture 
him by fl treacherous invitation to a feitet. In the 
end tht^y attacked Temujin in bis owd country, 
whorci BtQnding on the defonaive, ho defeated them 
with grent losa. Tbia victory brought tho young 
ohief wide renown, and ho many allJBH guthurod 
undor his banuer that ho bocamo a power in the 
steppes. '^ Toraujin alono is generous and worthy of 
ruling a great people/' was the deciEjion io the tenia 
of the wnudering tribes. 

Tlie subsequent career of the Mongol chief was 
one of striking yiciseitudca. Hie power grow until 
the queation of the dominion of the nteppeG related 
upon a ^eat. battle between the Mongols and the 
poworful tribe of the KeraitsH The latter won the 
victory, tho Mongols were sluin in thousands, and 
the power which Teraujin bad gaiood by yoara of 
etTort was in a duy overthrown. Nothing ftimalued 
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to him but ft amall band of followcra, whoae only 
strength lay in their fidelity aiid dieeiplino, 

YeL A man of tbe milltfiry ftbiiity of TeiDujin 
could not long remaiu at bo low &□ ebb of fortuns. 
Id a briof time ho h&d aurpriaed and aubdued the 
Eeraits, and next met m buttle the poA'erfuk confed- 
emcy of the NnimADS, whom be deff^nied in j; atub- 
borii and long-t'oii tested baUle. Thiu victory mode 
him the unqneatioaed lord of the aloppoa. over all 
whoBQ inhubitaota the MoitgoLs had become eupreme. 

And now Temujio resolvGd to inditate his power 
by Homo title worthy of the great pOditloQ he had 
gaiuod. All the Mongol ehiofa woro eumraoncd to the 
grand oouooil or Eurihai of tho tribo^ and around the 
national enaign, composed of nine wbita yak-lails, 
planted iu the cctiUri) of the camp, the wamors gath- 
ered to hear the opiuion of their chief. It was pro- 
eliijmed to them that Temujia w&s not content with 
the title of Gur Khan, to which ita former bearers 
had not given dignity, but would uHbume tbe title of 
Genghis Khitu (Very Mighty Khan), It may be 
said here that there are alcioat as many epellingB of 
this name as there ore historianH of the deeda of him 
that bore it. 

Gopgbia made priocoB of hia two principal gen- 
erale, rewarded all othor bravo officers, and in every 
avuilahle way cemented to his fortunes the Mongol 
uhiefft. He was row about furty-fivo years of age, 
yet, iDstoad of being at the oud, ho was but littlo 
beyond the begmniog of hia careefr The Kina, who 
had TOnqaered NortheT-n China, and whose ruler bare 
thti proud titlo of emperor, were tbe rjezt to feel tbe 
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pnwer of his iLrnis. The dominions r^r the king of 
Hia^ a vaagji! oF tho Kin emperor, were iuTftded and 
his powor ovortbrowQ. Gougbia morriod hb dau^li- 
ter, made an nlliaaGe with him, and in 1210 invaded 
tUe territory eo \oiig btM by llic Kius, 

The Great Wall, which had ao often proved uw- 
loSB as a batrior of dofenoe, fkited to check the 
maroh of tbe great Mongol host, the ebief who 
should linve Jeftinded it being bribed to di^Beri his 
cbargo. Through the opening thus offLTud the Idoo- 
goh poured into ibo territory of the Kina^ defeated 
them in every engagemenL m ibe ^M^ overran the 
rieh provlncea belj by them, and ohcainod a vast 
wealth ia plunder. Yet the war was now waged 
againet a settlod and populous etato, with atrong 
walled eitiea and other fonified places, instead of 
against LbuseatU^nx] alarLSori.heKltp))e!!i, mid, duspcie 
the many victoriea of the invading horde, it took 
twoQty years of constant fighting to cruah the Tartar 
emperor of Northern China. 

In Lruth, the rfK^ifttance of the emperor of the 
Kins waa far more fllubborn and effective than that 
of thQ nations of the aouth and west. In 1218 
GengbiB invaded Central Asia, conquered its oasQB, 
and dealroyed Bokhara, Saraarcaud, and other citiei*. 
lie next aubjected the whole of Persia, while the 
woBLward march of the armicfl under lijs liejtonunlB 
was arrested oniy at tbe mountain barrier of Contrul 
Europe, ali Russia falling subjecl to his rule. In four 
years the mighty conqueror, having established bis 
rula from Armenia to Lbo Indua, was back again and 
ruady to resume hia Htruggle witli the Kins of China. 
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He found the kingdora of Hia in revolt, and in 
12S5 aavembled againat U the litrgeat army he bad 
ever employed in hiu Obiueae v/lk. Has eucct^tH M'aa 
rapid aod complete- The oitieat tho fortreasoB, (ho 
ceotree of tradu, fell in rapid nueceeaio:! into hia 
haDda, and in a final groat* battle, foaght upon tha 
froseD waU^m of the ElDaDg-ho^ the urmy of Ilia watt 
practically oxtermlnatod. This wae tbo laat great 
e^ent in the lifeof Genghia Khan. He died Id 1227, 
hiiTin^ by hie ruthleBs warfare sent five millions of 
victims to the grave. With his laat words be de- 
plored the WQXilon cruelly ^itb wbich hh wara bud 
becD fougbt, and advised his people to refi'&iEi in 
future fVom such sanguinary acts. 

Thus died, at tbe age of about eixty-Bve yeara, 
one of Iho groatoat conquorora the world has known, 
the area of whose eonqueste vaatly exceeded tho^e 
of Cffisar and Napoleon, and added to tbe empire 
won by Alexander a Htill greater dominion in the 
north. The Cbineae eaid of bim that "be Jed hia 
armies like a god ;" and In truth aa a military genius 
be has bad no superior in Lhe history of the world. 
The sphere of no other conqueror ever embraced no 
vast a realm, and the wave of warfare which he aot 
in moiion did not come to roat until it bad covered 
nearly ihe whole of Aeia and llie eat^t^rn half of tbe 
jEluropcan continent. Beginning as chief of the frag- 
ment of a tribe, he coded ae lord of nearly half the 
civilized world, and dozens of depopuiated cities told 
tbe r^tury of Im terrible careijr. He bad fiwept over 
tbe earth like a tornado of blood and ddath. 
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TsE eea of DIoEigol invaelon which, pouring in tbe 
thirteenth century from the vaat atoppea of Aaia, 
overflowed oil Extern Europe, and waa chocked in ite 
course only by Ltte imxeinbled forces of the Germnn 
nAtioue. filled tbo world of (,hd Weut wilh inezprea- 
mblc terror. For i^ timo* aflor whelruirig beocath 
iu flood Ruaaia, Poland, and Hungary, U was rolled 
bftok^ but the teri^r remained. At any moment 
tbeee eavage horaemen might return in irreBiBtihle 
etrongtb and spread the arf^a of dceobtion to the 
'weatern aoaa. The po^ver of arma eeemed too feeble 
to Btay tbena ; the power of persimsion, however, 
might Dot be in vain, and the pope, a^ the Rpirituul 
bead of Europe^ feJt callc^d upoa to make an olfort 
for the reecue of the Ghriatian world. 

Tartar hordea were then advancing through Perain 
townrda the Holy Land^ and to these, iu the forlorn 
hope of checking their oourse, be sent ae ambassa- 
dors a body of Franoisoan friars composed of Father 
A^eelJii s^nd three uompUinionH. It wau In the year 
1240 tbaL tlioBe papal eDV03-a aol out, armed with 
fiill powers from the head of the Church, but sadly 
deficient in the worldly wisdom neceeeary to deal 
with 8Lich truculent infidela as thoHe whom they haxl 
been eent to meet. 
2M 
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Aacolin nnd bia comrados journeyod ftir through 
Aeia in fiD&roh of a Tartar boat, and at length fouad 
ODe on the nonhern frontier of Persia TnLo the 
camp of tho barbanaoa the worthj Franciscan 
bold] J advancod, announciDg himself as an ambabfia- 
dor fVom (he pope. To hie eurpHBe, this annuuncij' 
ment wftft received with contempt by the Tartars, 
vrho knew littlo and caied Iuba for the object of his 
deep Teneration. Id return he showed bis fcoli/ig 
towards tho infidels in a way that soon brought hia 
misHion into a poritouH state. 

He was refuned an audieacs with the Mon^^ol gen- 
eral unlaaa ho would perform tbo ko4Qu, or three 
gonudcDtions^ an act whlob h« and bia followers re- 
fused ai4 an idolatrous cen^mony whit^h would t^can. 
dative nil Christendom, Fiually, an nDthing less 
would be accepted, they, in their wiao header thought 
they migbl consent to perform the ko fou, provided 
tbe genera] aud all hla army would become Chri^- 
tmuj4. This folly capped the climax. Tbe Tartara, 
whom they had already irritated, broke into a vio- 
lent rage, loaded the friara with fierce iLveclivee^ and 
denounced tbem and their pope &s ChHsliiin dogs. 

A council waa called to d&aido what to do with 
these iusulting strangers. Some suggested that tho 
fj-iare ebould ho flayed alive, aad ibeir ebins^ atulTed 
witb hay, sent to tbe pope. OlhBrs wisbed to keep 
them till tbe next battle wilb the Chriatians, and 
then place them in front of tbe army as victima to 
the god of war. A third propoaitJon was to whip 
them through the camp and then put tbem to death. 
Bat DaitLooy, the general, bad do iancy for delay, 
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and issued ordore that the whole part}' should at onco 
be exocutod. 

Id this frightful predicament, LDto whioh AeceliTi 
and his ptiviy hiid brought themnelvcp, a woman's 
pity csine to the rescue. Batthnoy'a principal wiTo 
endeavored to move hitn to coiupaBfiioo ; but, Sudinj^ 
bim obdurate, ahe nest appealed to bis mlereat. To 
violate in thlo way tbo law of naiionn would Dover 
him with disgrace, she said, atid stay tho cuming of 
maDj who otherwise would seek bia eantp with 
boma^o and presenta. She reminded bim of Ibe 
anger of the Greal Khan whenj on a former oet^a- 
sion^ he had cnusod the heart of ao ambassador to 
bo plucked out and h^d ridden around the camp 
with it faateoed to his horse'a tfiiL By these argu- 
ments, reinforced with entreaties, she Induced bim 
to spare the lives of the friars, 

Thej wore ndvisod to visit the court of the Great' 
Kban, but Aecelin bad seen as mueb ae be rsliahed of 
Tartar courts, and reAised to go a step farther ei- 
cept by force^ He was then desired, as he bad been 
so curioUB to sc?a a Tartar army, to wait until their 
expectt^d reinforcements arrived. He protested that 
be bad seen enough Tartars already to last him the 
rest of hia life ; butj despite his protest, he was de- 
tained for several months^ during which tbe Tartars 
amueed tbemaeWea by nnuoyiDg and vexing thsEi* 
visitors. At length, after having leen half starved, 
frequently threateued with death, and instilted in 
a buodrcd waye, they were sot fVcc, bearing lottera 
to the pope ordering him to eome in person and do 
homage to Genghis Kban, the 9on of God. 
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At the sama time thot AhcgUu set out for the noath, 
BDOthor pnrty, hended by John Carpini, sot out Tor 
the north, to vieit tho Tflrtare then in Russia. Hero 
they were startlod by iba flrat act riemonded of 
them, they being compelled to pasB between two 
large firea as a purification from the auapicioQ of 
evil. On coming into tbo proB&nco of Bathy^ tho gon- 
er&l, they, more terrified perhaps than Aacelln, did not 
hesitate to fall upon their kneep. To heighten theSr 
terrors, two of them wore sent to tho court of the 
Great Khac^ in the heart of Tartary, the other two 
being detained on some pretext. The journey waa 
a frightful one> With no fDod but millet^ uo drink 
but melted snow, pushing on at a furioua speed, 
cbaoj^ing horses eeveral times a day, passing over 
tracts strewn with human hocies, and the weather 
through part of their journey being bitterly cold, 
they at length reached tho court of the Mongols on 
July 32, 1246. 

They arrived at an interesting period. The elec- 
tion of Kujak, a new than, was about to take place, 
and, ID addition to great Tartar lords ftom all quar- 
ters of tho Mongol empire^ ambassadors from Russia, 
Persia, Bagdad, Indin, find China were at hand with 
presents and congratulations. The absemhled nobles, 
four thousand in all^ doKslod Carpini with their pomp 
and magnifiocnce. Tho ooronation was attend^^d 
wiih peculiar ceromoniGH, anrl a few days afterwards 
aiidionce was given to tho ambassadors, thai thoy 
might deliver their pre30tit3. Hero the friara woro 
amazed at the abundance and value of the gifts, 
which coiisiated of satin cloths, robea of purple- rUIc 
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girdles wrought wUh gold, and ooGtIy fikitiB. MoBt 
siirprlaing of ft!l was h '* hqh caoopy" (umbrellQ) full 
of |ireeiouH htones, a loog row of caraela coi'sred 
with Baldakin cloth^ and a ^'■woiidori\il bravo loot, 
all of red purpie, presented by the Kytbayana" 
(Chinese), while near by siood five hundred carls 
'*aU full of silver, and of gold^ and of Bilk gar- 
meatft" 

Tho fri are wore BOW placed in tin embarrassing 
position by being asked what preeents tbt>y had to 
give. They had oo liltle that they thdught it beat to 
declare " thut they were not of ahility bo to do,'^ 
This failure was well reeeired, and throughout their 
visit they wera treated with great respect, the khan 
cajoling them witli hints thai Le propoat^d publkly 
to profess Cbriatianifj'. 

ThosQ flattering hopes came to & sudden end when 
the great Mongol ruler ordered the erection of a flag 
of defiance aj^iust tho Roman empire, the CbrisLiau 
Church, and all the Christian kingdoms of tho West, 
onleSB thay would do homage to him ; and with this 
abrupt termination to their emboBsy they were dia- 
misbed- After '' travailing all winter long," sleeping 
on enow without ahcltern and eutfcring other hard- 
ships, they peached Europe in Jnno, 1247, where thoy 
were '* rejoiced over as men that had been risen 
from death to life/' 

Carpini was the first Baropean to approach tb« 
bordera of China, or Caihay, as it was then called, 
and the story he told about that mysteriouB empire 
of the East, gat hei^d from the Tartars, waaof much 
intoroat, and, eo far as it wont, of conaidcrabic ae- 
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curacy. Hs vtas also the firat to visit the mart of 
ihoso terrible vrarriorB who bud filled the world wltb 
dismny, and to bring to Europe ao bccoudI of tboir 
barbario iDanners and customs. 

Shortly oflur (in 1253) ii frifir named Riibniquis, 
with two corapacioiiB, was sent to Tartary by Louis 
IX. of Franco to ee&rch for Frcater JohUf au imagi- 
niu^ ChriBiian pcttentato supposed to roign in tba 
cofiLro of Asia, iv viHJt SarUL*:b, a Tartar tbJef ulao 
reptirtcd a Cliriallau, and to toaob tbu doctriutsa of 
OhriBtianilj to all tho Tartars ho should find. Ku- 
bruquia did bis work well, and, while failin;^ to find 
Prestor John or lo convert any of the Tarlfira, he 
penetruted to iho vary centrEi of the Mongol em- 
pire, vifittod Kamkonim, the capital of the Great 
KbanB,aDd brought bnck much valuable Lntorru&tioD, 
giviugacloar, accurate^ and inlolligent aocouDLof the 
kndrt ba had euen and the ])eople he had loot, with 
such ncwa of distant China aa bo could obtaiu with- 
out actually croseing the threat WalL 

After hia visit informilion concoroing these remote 
regions reaaed until the publicatiun of the remark- 
ably intoroating book of Marco Polo, the first to 
write of Chma from au actual viait to ite courts 
The et^ry of his viait must be left for a later tale. 
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THE SIEGE OF SI ANYANG. 

In the ^onr 1268 tho army of Knbl&i Kbau, grand- 
son of GoDghis tbo famous oonquororf mndo \\% ap- 
poarauce before the airoo^bold of SmDyang, &n im- 
portant city oF OhinzL on the BOiithern banlt of the 
Han Biror. On tbo opposite sido of the Htrccm stood 
tho city oF Fanohing, tho two being oorinccted by 
bridges and forming virtuftlly & flmglc oity, Sian- 
yaiig, the capital of a populoiitj and proaperotiA dis- 
trict, was tbo moaL important stronghold ItiJl to 
Chma, and its falJ ^rouM ho almost fatal to that 
realm. Horeo Kublai^ who hnd succeeded to tho 
empire of thjj Kins in Northern China, and was bont 
on making tbe rest of that country hin okvn, made 
bia first move against thifi powerful city, which the 
Chinofie prepared with energy to defend. Id all tho 
history of its ware China showed no groator courage 
ftnd refiolutioD than id tho defence of this important 
placo. 

The army of Kublai consisted of mxty tbouaand 
VGteranH of tho Mongol war^i, with a [argo bodj' of 
auxiliary troops, an army largo enough to occupy all 
tho neighboring hoighle and form an introtichcd 
camp around the city ten miles in length. This 
done, and all communication hj' land cut off, stops 
were taken to intercept all supplies sent by water. 
Tho Mongols had no vcesols, but thoy sot thomaelFM 
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w\\h thoir iibubI actiTJly to build a flcctj and in a 
ehort time had launohed upon the H&n fifty junkB 
larger than thoso used hy tho ChineSD. 

Meanwhile Liooowen Hoan, governor of the two 
citioa, was atrcngtbening their worka and vigorouely 
repelUng eveiy ABsault of his foee. The city wua 
Rurronnded by thick and lofty wAJla a.ni] a deep 
fosae, wafl amply garrisoned, and was nbundanUy 
Bupplicd with provisions, having food -supplies, it 
was H&id, aoMcJent '*for a ponod of ten years" 
Thtw provide-!, tho gallant commandant, confident 
in hia strength and rewurcoe, defied tho offorts of 
tbo enemy. Threatened by the Mon^ia with mas- 
sacre If he fihonld conttnuo a vain dcfQuee, he ro- 
iorled by declaring that he would drag the rene- 
gade general in command of their troopa in cliainn 
into the proaonco of tho master to whom he had 
proved a traitor 

Thetie bold words were nnHt&inod by brave deeds. 
All the assaults of tho Mongols wero valiantly ro- 
pulsed, and, although their army was constantly ro- 
iaforced by fresh troops, the siege made very slow 
progress. Tho pof*itif>n of the befliogera was soYoriil 
times charged, thcii' linea were here extended and 
there withdrawn, but all their efforts proved vain, 
they being baffled on every aide, while the governor 
held out with unyielding fortitude. 

A £otilla of atoro-BhipB on the Han was met Ij 
the Mongol fleet and driven back with aorioua 1obB| 
but ihifi fluceoea was of no great service to the be- 
eiegera, siiioe the citiea were still well aupplieJ. 
Thua for three yeara the alege went on, and it was 
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beginniog to UngiUBhi whon new flpirit wab given it 
by troBh prcpArations on tho part of tho two con- 
teetacts, Kiiblni, wonry of the alow progrefis of his 
armieB, reeolvod to press the alege with moro vigor 
than over, while tho Ghineso miniator determined to 
do flomething for tho relief of the garriaon- 

A large Chinoao army wns put into the field, bnt 
it v^tie placed undur the command of an incKpable 
officer, whoae dilatory movemonla promised little for 
the aid of the valiant dcfendore. Nothing would 
hava b(>en done had not abler and bolder spirits eome 
to the asaislanco of the bolea^tierod hoHl- LlLingdlii, 
goTornor of Ganlo, a town oo the Han south of 
Kianyang, inconaed by tho tardy march of the army 
of relief, reeolvod to striko a prompt nnd telling 
blow. CollecliMg a force of three tbouaard man, 
from whicL bo dismiMcd all who feared to take part 
m the perilous advonturOf ho laid hie plana Lo throvr 
into Siaoyang this reinforcement^ with a largo con- 
voy of such Buppliea aa he had learned that tlia 
garrison needed* 

Tho attompt was made BUDDosaful through the 
valor of tho Chinoae Lroopg. Several hundred ves- 
Hdls, eacoried by the band of devoted warriors, aailed 
down a tribalary of the Han towards SJanyang. 
The Mongols had sought by chains and other ob- 
ataclea to close the atream, but tbeAe wore broker 
through by the Juitke, whose impetuous advance hod 
taken the boaiogors by aurpriae. Eocovcring their 
spirit, and taking advantage of the high ground 
abovo the Btrcflm, the Mongola soon began tc regain 
the ground they had lost and to imperil the succohh 
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of the expedilion. Socing this^ and f^riag the do- 
f«&l of tb« project, ChangcbuQ, &t the he&d of onu 
division :>f the et^curt of truopa, devoted hiraseir aoJ 
bia moD to death for tho aafety of Lho deot^ charging 
so Tigoroualy ae to keep tho Mongols fully occupied 
for floveral boura. Tbia dworfiiou ga?^ Ibe other 
Cbirese leader an opportunity to purih on to Slan- 
yfttag with the atore-ehips, where they were joy- 
ftilly received by the pooplo^ who for three years 
had been cnt oCf from eorninuniccition with the out- 
side world. 

Bo gieal wore tbd exci lemon t, and Joy of the gar- 
rison that they fluog open the city gates, in bold 
detincce cf their foea, or &b if they thought that the 
Mongols must be in full retrent. Their enthusiasm, 
however, wan fir>mQwhat d&mpeniid when the muli- 
livtcd body of the heroic Changchun came floating 
down the stream, in evideoce of the continued pres- 
ence and barbarity of their foes. The work of rein- 
forcement done, Cbaugkone, the other leadtir of the 
party of relief, who had succeeded in bringing to the 
garrison eerlnin needed Bupplies, felt that be was not 
wanted within ita walls. Outside, Litingchi was hov- 
oriug near the enemy with a force of fiv^ thounand 
men, and the gallant admiral of the Boot resolved to 
cut his way out again and join this partiean band* 

Calling together bis late followei'fl, he extolled ihe 
glory they hud won and promihed them new lame. 
But m the midst of bip^ addrci^a be porccived that 
one of the men had drsappcared, and auspccted that 
he had denerttid to the Mongols with a warning of 
what waa intended. Changkone, however, did not 
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lot tbis check hum in hia darinff purpose. GAlhenag 
tho fovf war-jucka that remained, ho set flail that 
uight, buratiQ^ through Lhe chains that crossod tha 
dir4.-iLD]f uud cultiug hij4 way wiLli Hword &nd spear 
through the first liuo of tbo Moogol Qoet- 

Boforo him the rtvor atr«tchod in aetraigbt and 
unguarded course, and \t eeemed ^s if safety had 
haon won. BuL the early ligttt of the dawiiiiig day 
rerealed an alarming scene. Before the daring; 
baod lay anothor fleet, flying the Mongol flog, while 
thdusfinda of armod foes occupied the banks of 
the hlream. The odJu were hopolesaiy against tha 
Chinese, there was no choice between death and 
flurronder, bat the heroic Changkono unhesitntingly 
resolved to accept the former, and was aeeended ia 
hiu doirotion by his men. Dashing upon the Mon- 
gol fleet, they fought on cvhile a man was feft to bend 
bow or thrust spear, continuing the struggle until 
the blood of the whole gallant band reddened the 
waters of the stream. The Mongol leader sent the 
body of CbaiLgkonu Into the city, either as a threat 
or 03 a tribute of admiration. It waa received wiLh 
loud la mentation I}, and given a place in burial beside 
that of Changchun, his partner in the most gnllant 
deed that Chinese lualory records. 

This incident, 'whilo spurring the garrison to now 
spirit in their defence, roused the Mongols to n more 
rej4oluta pransure of the sEege. As yet they had 
gireu their attention mainly to Sianjang, but now 
they drew their lines oround Fanctiing oa well. Tho 
great extent of the Mongol domiaioD h ahown by 
the fact that thuy Hent as far as Persia for englae«rs 
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fikilTul in Bioge-wcrk and accnatomod to building and 
handling tbe prenl catapults with which huge slonofl 
were fluDg agninst fortified pljicoa in the warfkre of 
that age. B/ tha aid of these powerful engines matij 
of the defencoe oF Sionyofig were dcmolJahed and the 
bridge bottroon the two oitiea waa destroyed. 

This done, tho aiego of Fanchirg waa vigora\i3\y 
preaacd, and, aftisr a aevere bumbardmeiitr an u&?ault 
in forco waa made, Dospito tho resolute reeiatanco 
of the garrison, the walla were forced, and Lhe 
streets became tho ticeno of a fierco and deadly Jight. 
From street U> HtreDt^ fVom houae to huuao. Lha 
Blrugglo continuodf and whon rosit^tancc bad beoomo 
utterly hopoleaa tho ChJnefio cfficcrB^ rather than 
surrender, slow themflelvus, in which they were irai- 
tatud by many of their men. It waa a city of ruins 
and alaughtercd bodies that tho Mongols had won. 

The enginea were now all directed agaiaet tho 
fortitc&tiooa of SiaDyarig^ where tho garrison had 
bccoma greatly diapirited hy the fall of Faut^hiug 
and the failure of tho army of relief to appear. 
Lieouwen Uoan Htill held out, though be saw that 
hU powora of dofenee were nearly at an end, and 
feared that at any moment the eoldiera might rcfuHO 
to continue what deemed to them a uaeleae effort. 

JCublni at thia junoturo sent him the followLDg 
letter: *^The generous defence you have mnde dur- 
ing Ave yeara covers you with glory. It Im iho duty 
of ovory faiLbHil eubjoct to iorvo h\a prince at tho 
expense of hia life j but in tbo fitmita to which yoa 
are reduced, your strength exhaufltod, deprived of 
Huccor, and without hope of recoiTJog any, would it 
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be reasonable to sacrifice the Uvea of ao many bravo 
men out of sheer obatioac^? Submit in good faith, 
and no harm ahall come to you. We promiae you 
atill more, and that ia to provide all of you with 
honorable employment. You eball have no groundfl 
for diacontent ; for that we pledge you our imperial 
word." 

Thia letter ended the struggle. After some hesi- 
tation, Lieouwen Hoan, incensed at the A^ilure of 
the army to come to bis relief and at the indifTer- 
ence of the emperor to hia fate, surrendered, and 
thenceforth devoted to the service of EabUi the 
oonrage and ability of which he had shown such 
striking evidence in the defence of Sianyong. 




THE DEATH-STRUGGLE OF 
CHINA. 



NsTsa in iU biatory hae China shown Buoh tin- 
yialdlng courage as it did in iU resistance to the 
in^SHian under Kublm Khun. The ciljorSiany&og 
aloQe held back the tide of Hongol auccefla for fiill 
fl7« yoara, Aftor ite f&ll there woro other Btrong- 
holds to ba takeQ, other armiea lo be (bught, and for 
a number of years the Chinese fonght dtwperately 
For their native land^ But one by oao their fortified 
oilies fell, one by one their armies were driven bac^k 
by the impetuous foe, and gradually the eooquesl of 
Southern China was added to that of the north. 

Finally the hopes of China were centred upon a 
Biagle tnan^ Chang Chikie, a general of unflinchmg 
zeal and coiirago, who recaptured aeveral towns, and, 
gntiiaHug a gnjal fleet, said to have nninbered no 
fjwer than two thousand war-junka, sailed up the 
Yftng-tao-Kiong with the purpose of attneUing the 
Mongol poajtions below Nanking. Tbe fleet of the 
Uongolfl lay at that point where tbe Imperial Canal 
enters tbe Kiang on both eides. Here the etreain is 
wide and ample and prc^enLa a magnificent field for 
a naval battle. 

The altack of the Chineee was made with reso- 
lution and energy, but the Mongol admiral bad prs' 
pared for them by Bending in advance his largest 
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Tedsels, mfltineJ n^ltb bowmen instructed to attach 
ligbted pitch to ihcir arrows^ Tlio Mimgcrt its^aulb 
was made before the Chinese floet had emerged from 
the nai'row part of tho rivor, id which comparatively 
few of the host of vcbs&Ib could bo br-c»tight into 
pljLj. The darning arrows oat on fire & number of 
the Junka, and, though the Gbmeae in adrance fought 
bravely^ tbeee burning TcefieU Cfi^rried confueior and 
alarm to the throngiug Tesaola in the rear. Elero 
the crews, unable to take part in the fighL and their 
crowded tgbsoIa threatened with tho flames, wcro 
BOizcd with a fear that soon bec&nie an uncontrol- 
lable panic TbereaultwaadiRasiroue. Of the great 
fleet no leas than 8even hundred voflseb were cap- 
tured by the Mongols* -while a etll] greater number 
^orc butTt or sunk, hardly a fourth of the vast 
arniament escaping from thai fatal field, 

Tbfl next eventti which we have to record take us 
forward to tho year 1278, when the city of Canton 
had been captured by tho Mongol troopa, and scarcely 
a fragineut of the once great empire remained in ihft 
hands of the Chinese ruler. 

The incompetent Chinese ompcror had died, and 
the incapabJe minifitor to whose toebleneaa the fall 
of Sianyang wneduc bad been dUmiRsed by hla Toas- 
ter and murdered by bis enemies. Tbe succeeding 
emperor had been captured by the Mongols ou tho 
falJ of tho capital. Another bad been pioclaiiued 
and hfid died, and the laet empei'or of the Sungdy^ 
nasty, a ynung prince named Tiping, was now with 
Gbang Ohtkie, whose small army constituted IlIs only 
hope, and the remains of tbe fleet hie only eukpire. 
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Tbe able Imdur on whom the I&bL hopoe of the Chi* 
Deae dyatxnty aost rested selected a natural strong- 
hold on flD islaod named Tai> in & batural harbor 
which could bo entered only with a favorable tido. 
This pOHilion ho mudo iho moHt etrontioua cflbrLB to 
fortify, building atroog worka on the hoights libove 
tbe hnj, and gathering troops until he had &n army 
of nearly two hundred ihouaand men- 

So rapidly did h& work that hia fVjrtiScaUoiLa were 
complated bofora tho Mongol admiral diacoi'cred bis 
locality. On learning what had boon dono, the Mon- 
goU at once hurried forward remrorcemente and 
pcepartid for an immediate and vigorous assault on 
thia tinal etrooghold of tho empire of China. The 
attack woH roado with tho impetuous courage for 
wbieh tho MoDgola bad become notedT but the worku 
were bnively held, and for two days the struggle 
wae mainlaioed without advantage to the aasailauta. 
On the third day the Mongol admiral resumed hia 
attack, and a fiercely contested battle took place, end- 
ing ill ibiiChtneBe fleet being thrown into coiifuHioa. 
The reeult would bavo been utterly diaa^troua bad 
not a heavy miHt fullen at this opponuno moment, 
iindar cover of which Chang Chikio, followed hy 
aixteon vcsacIh of bin doot^ made hia way out to Hca. 

The Teasel which hold Lha young emperor wne leas 
fortunate. Canc^ht in the proas of the battle, its 
capture was inevitable, and with it that of the last 
emperor of the Sung dyuaaly. In tbir4 desperate 
omergoncy, a faithful miniator of the ompiro, re- 
solved lo «ave the honor of hie master even ut the 
aacHQee of bis life, took him in his nrma and leaped 
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vt'illi him into the sea, Thia act of depperotion waa 
emul&ted by mutiy of the offioera of the vefiBotj and 
Id chia dramaiic way tho great dynasty of the Sung 
came to an end. 

But the ioBt blow for tho empire had Dot been 
struck BO long aa Chang Chikio eurvived. Witt him 
had escaped the mother of the drowned pnr»(?e, and 
on learuJn^r of his loaa the Taliant luader requested 
her to name flomo member of the Sung family to 
Bucoeed htm. But tbe mother^ overwhelmed with 
grief at the death of her bdh, was in no mood to liaten 
to anything not connected with her Iohs^ and at 
length, hopeless and inconoolablci Bbo pot an end lo 
her own exietecce by leaping ovtirboord &om the 
Teasel's side. 

Chang Chikie waa left alone, with tho dastiniea of 
the cmpira dependent solely upon him. Yet his high 
courage sustained him etiil ; he waa not ready to ac- 
knowledge t^nal defeat, and he sailed southward in 
the doLibb hope of OBcaptiig Mongol pursuit and of 
obtaining means for the renewal of the struggle. 
The states of Indo-China wore then tributary to the 
etnpire, and liitf t^mal! fleet put in to a port of Ton- 
quin, whose ruler not only welcomed him, but aided 
him to rofit bin fleet, collect stores, and enlist fresh 
troops. 

Thus strengthened, the intrepid udniimi resolTed 
to reuuw the war without delay, his projeet being 
to oeaault Canton, which ho hoped to tako by a sad* 
den attack. This enterprise seemed desperate to hia 
followers, who ttonght lo dihsunde him fVom what 
might proro a fatal cotirHe, hut, spurred on hy his 
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own coQmge and a bop« of rotrioving the cauBO of 
the Sunga, ha perAintcd in hm piirpcmo, and Uio fleet 
once more roturned to tho seaa. 

It w&erow 1279, fi year after Tip iog's death, Tho 
Mongols Iny IQ faiioied aeourity, oot dreaming that 
tlicro waa in ^11 Chiua the resolution to striko mi- 
oLher blow, and probably unAuspicioua that a fleet 
was bearing down upon one of tboir oapturod ports. 
What would havo been tho result had Chang Chikie 
been able to deliver hia att&ck it ih imposaible to say. 
Ho might have takob Canton by anrprisc and cap- 
tured it from the ooomy, but in any ovciit ho could 
bot have gained more than a temporary aucoess. 

As it wiki, h& gainod nona Fato had dentined the 
fall of Chiaa, and tha olemenlH came to Ibo assistance 
of itfi fooa. A BuddoD and Tiolent tempest i'eW upon 
the fleet while cear the southern headland of the 
Kwaiktung coast, hurling noarly or quite all the vea- 
Bole on the shore or sinking them beneath the waves. 
The bold leiider had been couneellod to eeok ehellor 
from the fltorm ander the lee of the shore, but ha re- 
f\iHed, and kupt on doepite the Htorm, daring death in 
his singlenow of purpose, 

"I have done everything I could/' he said, ^*to 
euetain the Sung dynasty on the throne, Whec one 
prince died I had another proclaimed. He ali4u has 
perished, and I Atill live^ Should I be acting against 
thy decrees, O Heaven, if I sought to plaoo a new 
prince on the throne?'* 

Tt appearod ao, for the winde and the waves gave 
answer, and the laat defender of China ^ank to death 
beneath the sea. The conquest of China waa thue 
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at length completed after eeventy years of reeist- 
&Dce against the most valorous soldiers of the world, 
led by such generals as Genghia, EubUi, and other 
warlike Mongol princes. In view of the fact that 
Genghis had overrun Southern Asia in a few yean, 
this long and obstinate resistance of China, doaplte 
the fncoTnpetence of its princes and ministers, places 
in a sLriking light the great military strength of the 
empire at that period of its history. 
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THE PALACE OF KUBLAI KHAN. 



In the middle of the thirteonth conlury two omi- 
nont Verietfan mert'hnntB, Niooloanri Mattoo Polo, 
of noblo birtb and ad venturous epirit, left their 
Bativo citj for a Ions journey to tlio Baal, their pur- 
poses beitig those of ordinary travel and aleo of 
barter, for which they look with them & fltock of 
jewels, as the commodity of most worth with IcoHt 
woight. VmitinpConBtaatioopIo aodsevoral Buaainn 
citioB, they journeyed to the capilfll of tho khan of 
Kaptchdk, whera ihey remained three yean*, tradfng 
and fitudyrng the Mongol language, Subeequontly 
thoy met in Bokhara a fcreian ambassador on tbo 
way to the court of Kublai Khe^n, and wero per- 
auadi^d to keep him company at* faraa Rambalu (tho 
modern Polling), the capital of the Mongol emporot 
of Catbay^ or China. 

Their journey led them through Samarcand, Caeh- 
gar, and other cities of Ihe far Kast, a whole year 
paaaing before they reached the capital of the ^reat 
potentate, by whom they wore ifraciously recoivod> 
Eublai aeked them many rjuestjonB about their 
coujitiy, and wan very cnriouH about tLo jwipe, to 
whom he io the end sent them aa arabaa^adorp, bid< 
ding them return to him with a hundred Buropeane 
learned m the arts and aciencea, for the in^TiHictlon 
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of his people. Tb&y reached Venice in 1269, nfler 
an absence of tiftccn ycara^ 

In 1^71 thoy eot out again for Chinas bf^oring de- 
BpaCches fVom the popa, but without the lenrnod Ku- 
ropeaiia Ihey were to bring. Marco, tbi* young stin of 
Nicolo, nccQiupanied ihom on ihoir journey, which oc- 
Dupiod Lhreoandahalf joara. Kublni, tbougb ho bad 
nearly forgotten their oiifit en oo, received them aagra- 
douiily as before^ and wew particularly pleaned with 
young MarcOf giving him a high office and employing 
him on iroportunt miefiione throughout the empire. 
In truth, he took ao stroug a fancy to his TiaJtorH that 
they WLTU not Buffered to leave China for years, and 
finally got awaj' in 1291 only ae escort to a Mongol 
prinooaa who was sent as a bride to Parara, 

Twenty-four yeare had elapsed fVom the time ibej' 
loi^ Teuice bor^rtf they appwLred iti that city again. 
They were quite forgotton, but the wealth in pre- 
cioua Blone» thoy brought with them soon fVcfihoood 
the memory of their' relatives, and they became Iho 
heroee of ttie city. Marc'o took part in a war thon 
raging with Genoft, was taken prisoner, and long lay 
in a dungeon, where he dictated to a felloe -priaonor 
the Rtoryof his adventures and the wotiderful things 
ha had eeon in the dominions of the Great Rhan 
of Cathay. Thia was aftorwardd publiahed as "II 
Sliliono di Heseer UarGo Polo Veneziano," and at 
once gained a high reputation, which it has pre- 
served from that day to thisK Though long looked 
on by many aa pure fabEe, time has proved its essen- 
tial truth, and it is now regarded as the most valu- 
able geographical work of the Middle Ages. 
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Wo Cdciiot undertake to give tbo diffuse riarrative 
oF Mareo Polo's book^ but a condensed aeoount of a 
few of bl8 BtalomualB may prove of interbMt, ak Ahow- 
tng some of the conditions of Gh]'Q& in tbie middle 
period of its Qxietenaa. Hie doecription of tbc groat 
palftca of Knblai, near his capital city of Kambalu, 
finich the largest royal rertidence in the world^ is of 
suffltient interest tf> bo given in epitome. The palace 
grounds included a great park, enclosed by a wall 
aud diCob eight mllea aqaars, with an onttance gate 
miJwaj of each aide. Within tbla great euclQSjre 
of atxtj-foiir square miles was Ein open apaco a mile 
broad, in which tbo troops wore stationed, it being 
bounded on the intopior by a eocond wall aix milea 
squtire. This apacflj twenty-eight square nnilefl in 
area, hold an army of more than a h\indred thou- 
sand mon, iiearly all oa^alry. 

Within the second wall lay the royal ar^enata and 
the deer-park, with meadowH and bandHome groves, 
and in the interior rose a third wall of gr«at thick- 
nosB^ each eidc of vrhich was a Tnile in length, whilo 
ita height was twenty-fire foot. This last oncloaure, 
OHG sqiiaro mile In area, contained the palace, which 
reached from tho northern to the soulhorn wall and 
included a spacious court. Though ita roof waa 
very loJly^ It waa but one story in height, standing 
on a paved platform of severjil feet elevation, fVoni 
which extended a marble terrace eeTen foet wide, 
surrounded by a handaome baliistrode, which the 
people were allowed to approach. 

Carved and ^ilt dragoDS, figures of wan-iors and 
animals, &ad battle-aoenes ornamented the sJdes of 
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Iha great ball and the &pArLmentA, while the moF 
wftH so contrived that on! j' gilding and pointing were 
to bo eoon. On oacb sido of Lbo pntiioo a graad Qigbt 
of marble ateps afloeuded to tbo marble terrace which 
eurroJiided the building. The interior contained an 
immonflc halK capable of eerving oa a baDqucUng- 
room for & multitudo of guoAtOr while tbo numorous 
chambers were all of great beauty and admirably 
arrangod- 

Tha roof oQ the exterior was painted red, greeo, 
aEure^ and violet, the* colore being highly durable, 
while ibe gla£ing of the wi ndo wb wae so neatly done 
that they wore traneparont ab crjatal. In the rear 
of the palace were arranged the troaau re- rooms, 
whiob oontatDod a ^eat Btore of gold and ailver 
bullloD, pearls acd precious stones, and valuable 
plate. Here also were the family apartnerits of the 
emp&ror and his wivea. Oppoaite tbo grand palace 
etood another, very aimilarin doeigOf where dwelt bis 
eldest aon, the heir to the throne. 

On the north side, between tbo palace and the 
adjoining wall^ roBe an artiScial mound of earthy a 
hundi'od paces high and a mile in circuit at its baw. 
Its elopes were planted with beautiful evorgreep 
treefi, whiob bod been trauBportud Ihithor, when 
well grown^ by the aid cf olephanla. This perpetual 
verdure ^vo it the appropriate name of the Green 
Mount. An ornamental pavilion crowned the sum- 
mit, whiehf in hanpony with the sides, was also made 
green. The view of tbomonut, with ilac7or-vordont 
trees and the richly decorated building on ita sum- 
mit, formed a ficene delightfUl to the eyes of the em- 
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peror and tho r>thQr inmftteBoFtho paldco. This hill 
fitiU esiata, and ia yet Ifrown by ite original title of 
Kiimhan, or the Green Mount. 

Tho excavation made to obtain tho earth for tho 
mount wfta tillod witb water from a small pivulot, 
rormiDg a lake Qrom which the cattle drank, Its over* 
flow being ORiried by an aqueduct along the foot 
of the Greeo Mount to fill another great and Tory 
doop osoavatioDr made in tho eame maaner as tha 
former- This was used as a fiab-pondT containing 
£sb in large variety and number, Bufficjenl to keep 
tbe tabic of the emperor constantly supplied. Iron 
or copper gratia^ at tbe ontranee and exit pre- 
vented tbo sacape of ibe fiah along the Atream. Tho 
pond wad also stocked with swans and other aquatin 
birda, and a bridge acroaa ite width led from ona 
palace to the otber. 

Such was the palof-e. Tbe city was correepond- 
ingly gre;tL ard ]iroH|ierouA, and Itad an imtni^nse 
trade, A thousand pack-bcraee and t-arrlagk^a laden 
with raw silk daily entered ita gates, and within 
its workflhops a voat quantity of silk and i^oM tia- 
HuoH was produced. Ab Hoangti niada himself ft^ 
moue by tbe Great AVall, ao Kublai won fame by tba 
fur moro useful work of tbe Groat Canal, which was 
largely due lo hia foatering cara, and hae over nint^a 
been of inestimaldo value Lo Cbina^ while the Wall 
never kept out a Tartar who titrongly desired to get 
over ita tbroatening but utelosa hoigUL 

Having said bo much about the conditions of pal- 
ace and capltali it may be of intervnt to e^ti'acl from 
Polo'e narr&tive some aocount of the motbod pur- 
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&ao(J in war during Kubbrs reign. The Vonotian 
aUen^t^fi! n L'Hmjmign made by ibe emperoi' nguirtst 
one erf hin kinBmoD named NajAO, who bad ujider 
him BO mnny eitioB and provinces that ha wae able 
to bring into the field an army of four hundred 
thauHaiid hfjii^. His denJTO fi>r sovereignty led him 
to throvr off iilti albgijinco, the moro qo o^ another 
robol ogoinst tho (jrand Khaa prcroiaod to aid him 
with a hundred tboufland hcirsemon, 

Newfl of thi?* movemoMt soon reached Kublai, and 
ho nt oiLco iitrdercd the colloctiGn of all iho iroopn 
withiu ton dayt*' march of Kambalu, amoantiD^ in 
aJl to four hundred and sixty ihouHnnd mon. By 
ftirced marches thcHC woro hiTiughL lo Nujan's lerri- 
lory in twenty-fivo days, reaching there before tho 
robol prinCD tad any warning of their approach. 
Kublai, having given hia army two days' rest, and 
contiiilLed his aatrologei^ who promised him victory, 
marched his army i]p the hill which had concealed 
thorn from Ihconomy, tho great niTny being suddenly 
diftplnyiid to the nstoniehed eyee of Nnyan and his 
mon, 

Kublai took his atation in a large woodou caatle, 
borne on tbo bocka of four clophanlft, whose bodies 
were protected with covorings of thick leather hard- 
ened by fire, over which were spriavd housings of 
cloth of gold, Hia army woa diApoeed in throe grand 
divisions, ockcb divieioii conniatin^ of ten battalions 
of horsemen each ten thousand etrongj and armod 
with the great Mongol how. The right and left di- 
TitiooB were dieposed ao aa to outflank the army of 
Nayao, In front of each battalion wore Htationed 
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five Lundred infaniry, who^ wlieni^ver the cavalry 
niada a tihow of fligbt, wer^ Lmlnud lo mount behind 
tbem, and to ali^hl a^ala wbon Uiey rotumcd to Lbe 
charge, iheir duty being to kiU with thulr laQcea the 
hordes of the eoemy. 

As ecgn &b th« oixlcr of battle was arranged, wind 
inBtrumoQte of varioue kinds and iu great numfacra 
wero aounded, while the boat of wiirriorjd broke lalo 
aong, as was the Tartar prEictica before tingagEng in 
battle- The battle began witb a signal frointhv cym- 
bals and drums, tho eonnd of the inetrumonte and tho 
bJngiD^growingdoaroning. At tbo signal both win^ 
advnnecdr a cloud of arrows filling tUt) air, while on 
botii eide? utimbera of mt:n and horstrs fell. Their 
arrows diachorgodj tho warriors engnged in cioHO 
combat with lances, swords, and iron-shod macea, 
whili! the vr^cH of men and hurs^a wore suth aa to 
inH]/iro Lorror or rouao all hoarcru to the battlo-rago. 

For a long time the fortuDo of the day raiuained 
undecided, Nayan'a people fighting with great leal 
and courngQ. But at longth their leaJer, seQiikg that 
ho was almost aurrounded, attempted to aavi? himself 
by flight. Ho was mode prisoner, howcTor, and 
brought before Kubtal, who ordered him to be put 
to death on the spot. This was done by endowing 
him between two carpete, which wore violently 
shiiken until the spirit departed from the boJy, tbe 
dignity of the imperial family requiring that tbe 
sun and the air f<hoiilJ not wiLno^n tho shedding of 
the blood of one wbo belonged to the ri:>yal atoek. 

These uxtraets from the narrative of tbe Venetian 
traveller may be dtky followed by a portion of 
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ColerJdge's reinarkiLble dream-poero on tbe subject 
of Kiiblai'B pals-ce. The poet, biLving been reiidiog 
from " Parchfls'a Pllgrimago'' a brief deticriplioc of 
tbe pal&co of tbc Groat KbaD^— not ibo cno abovo 
described, but a plezisuro-rotreat in aaotbor fieotion 
of hi8 doniiQioEiH, — Fell tuJeep, and hid dreams took 
the form of aa e;ftended poem on tbe aubji^ct. On 
waking ho hautotjcd to write it dowii^ but wan intor- 
rupted by a visitor in tbe midtit of hie task, and 
afttirwardd found liimsk^lf unabl<; lo rec&ll aiiotbei' 
IjDe of tbe poem^ only a sliadowy imago of wbich 
romoiued id hia mind. Tbe part eavod m Htraagciy 
imagiuatiTO. 

In XnfLJidit did Kubla KIlea 
A etaUJy plcaaure-dome decree, 

Whtirti Alpb. itiij sacred rivur, ran 

Tbitiugh cflvemE mflMumluK to mAn 
Dawn to a iunJ^aa au. 
So ivlcb Qxe milca of ferdlu ground 
Wllb walls Hnd towen vere girdled round ; 
And bere vere fjirdeiifl brigbt with BinuoUB rills, 
Whe™ bJoflsumed mikny fin inritnb&bi!i.ring trea; 
And h^K w@» fori>HtA iLndi?nL hb tho biUB| 
Elnfoldiug iusnj »pot« uf grc«fieryi 



But oh [ thai deep romantic chum vhich alnnted 

Down tbe grtca hill Hthwurt a c^^am uovtirl 

A fthVAge plu^t r aa lioly und enchanled 

Ab o'of beneath a craning moon wqb haunted 

By woman wuiling for h«r demon lov^r r 

And frnm IhU chadnt, wlLh ceuelHe turrriDJI s^thing, 

Ad if this cnnb in faat thick pcmta wfiro brealbiuf, 

A zulgbty faunLiiD Ei]L>mtDLlj woe furct'd, 

Amid vhiMQ bvlA balf-int^rmtttud lunt 
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Huge fVagmenta T4u]Led like rabooadin^ hut, 
Or cTuffy grmm beneiLh the thnsber'a flail ; 
And 'mid theee daacing rocks Mt once and 4Tfli 
It flung up momently the Kacred river. 
Vivb milee meanderiDg with a maxj motion 
Through wood and dale the sacred rivet ran. 
Then reached the cavenu meaAurelen to man, 
And unk in tunault to a lifelets ocean : 
And *mid thia tumult Kubla hoard from fkr 
Anceatral Toicee prophoying war. 



THE EXPULSION OF THE 
MONGOLS, 



While tho deficeadaDts of Kublai Khaiij the Mon- 
gol omperor, etill held the reine of po^^cr in Cbiiia^ 
ther^ wod born id humble life in that ozupire a boy 
upon whose shotildsrs forLuiiQ bad laid the tzHk of 
driving ttiis formgucrH froiu tho soil and restirrin^ Lu 
tho CbinoBO their own again. Tradition enjB that at 
hifl birth tbo room woa several timos filled with a 
bright light. However that be, tbo boy proved to 
bo giftod hy naUiro with afino presence, lofty viewH, 
*nd an elevated bouI^ qualities aure to tell in tho 
tronbled times that were at band. When be wae 
BevantGen yeara of Ago iha deaths of bia father and 
iuulhor lcl\ biin a peniitleba orphan, so deHtitute of 
nieaoa tbal be felt obliged to take the vowa of a 
priest and eater the monoatery of Hcangkio^e. But 
the country was now in disorderj rebels were in 
the field ogainat the Mongol rule, and the patriotic 
and activo-minded hoy could not long endure tho 
pasaive life of a bonze. Leaving the monaeteryT bo 
entered tlie nervice of one of the rebel loadc^ra n»' a 
private soldiur, and quickly abowed hueb entcrpriruj 
and daring that his cbief not only made him an 
officer ia bU force but gave him bia daughter in 
tnaiTiflga. 

The time was ripe for aoldiora of fortune^ The 
S64 
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mantle of Kullfti had not fallen on the sboulders of 
any of bid auccossors^ who provod ncak and degea- 
erate monarcba, losing tho Srm hold which tho 
grunt con que ix)r bad kupt upon the realm. It was 
in the year 1345 that Choo Yuen Chnng, Lo give ihe 
young soldier hia full naoie, joined thu rebel band. 
CbuDtif odoof tto weakotit of the iion^I monarcbe, 
waa now upon the throne, and on svoiy aiii^ it waa 
eviiliiuL that U»j empire of Kublai wqh hi danger of 
felling to pieces under this incapable rulor. Fortutio 
had brought ita proteg6 into the fiold at a critical 
timo, 

Choo waa not long in proving himself '* every inch 
a soldier." Wherever ho fuught he was violorious. 
In a year's time ho had under him aoren hundred 
ni«n of bis own ealistca&rjt^ and wati appointed tUo 
lieutenart of hiH chief. Soon after the latter died, 
and CbtK) took his placo at the hood of the rebel 
band. In it enlisted another young man, Suta by 
namOj who waa beforo many years to become China's 
groateHi general and the bulwark of a new dynasty. 

Choo Wttd now able to prove Lia powera on a larger 
Boalo. Uno of his first exploits was tho capture of 
the tovpn of Hoyan, where he manifested a high, 
order of courage and political wisdom in saving the 
iohabitantB from rapine by his ill-paid and hungry 
Eoldiers. Here was a degree of sclfrcetraint and 
power of (Command which aono of the Chinerto 
leaderA had shown^ and which seemed lo point out 
Choo M the man deHtinod to win in tho coming 
etrugglo for a rejuvanatod China. 

Meanwhile a rival came iuto the field who for a 
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W08 a young lu&Ji wlio woa offered to the people aa n 
deBCflQiaiil of the dynasty of tbo Sungi^ the om- 
perors lA'hom the Mongol invadera had dethroned. 
His vui'y Liamo proved a centrti of attractioo for the 
pcopio, whoae afTeotion for tbo old roya,I houae w&s 
not deud, &Qd tb^y gathered in multiludoa bunc&th 
hi8 hjiniier. But hia daim also aruuaed the funr of 
ttm Munf^olfl, and a tiuvoru and stubborn Htm^glo Hot 
in, which endod in tho ovorthrow of tbo youthful 
Hmo^ and the aeumiu^ rctitoi-ation of the Hon^i 
liuthorily. Yet in realiiy the wai' had only oleareU 
the way for a far more dangerous ftdyeraary than the 
defeated claimant of the throne. 

M^kud by this war, the Htrcugth and influence of 
Choc had §teadily grown, and (n 1356 h& m&de & 
daring and Eua»terly movo in Ibe capture of tha dty 
of IJauking, which gavo him contixj] of aomo of tho 
veulthieat prodneea of the land. Hera he Bbowed 
thtt ULDLe ULoderation as before, pre^^rving^ the t^lti- 
zens fh>ai plunder and outrage, and proving that his 
only purpose was tc restore to Chinn her old native 
goveramant With remarkable prudence, ekillj and 
energy he HtrengLhencd hiB position, '* The time haa 
now corne to drive tho foreignera out of China/' he 
BuiJ, in a pro<:lamation thnt waa ecatlorud far and 
wide and brought ho«t8 of the young and daring to 
hie nknkti. Elsewhere the Ho-oalled Chineaa patrioEa 
were no better than brigands, all the hc»rrora of wnr 
descending upon the diBtricta they occupied and the 
citiee which fell into their hands. But where Choo 
ndad diBolpline and Hecurily prevailed, and as far as 
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hia power reocLed a £rm and ordoHy government 
emtod. 

Ueaiiwhile the Mortgols had & host of avlU with 
which to conteDd. Rebel loaders had ri^u in vnrioud 
qoarlere, eoine of thorn mobin^ more progroaa than 
Choo, but winmog ihd exi^T&tioD rather thau tie 
love of the people by their rapine and violence. On 
the coatrftry, bia power grew elowly but aurely, 
vanoua minor loadere Jomtng binif among thorn thu 
piratu P&Dgkue ChiTi, whoae exploiiH had made him 
a htsro to the [wuple of thts vulley of iLo Kiang. 
The QTonte of the war that foilowed were too munj 
to be here detailed. Suffice H to say that tho diffi- 
cult iee of the Mongol emperor grnduully inereAsed. 
He waa obliged to inuuL in battle a Mongol pre- 
tender to his thrcfDG ; Coroa rose in arms and de- 
stroyed ao army aeot to subdue it; and Chahan 
Tiinour, Chunti's ahlratt ganeriil, M\ vitlim to an 
usHastiin. Troubles were growing thick around his 
throno. 

In the year 1366, Choo, alter vanquiyhtng some 
leaders who threatened hlH positJou, uniong them his 
late pirate ally FLingktic Chiu, saw that the time had 
arrivod for a vigoroue uffort to expel the foreign 
rulers^ and set out at the head of his army for a 
general eampatgn* at the Hamo ttuie proclaiming lo 
tho people that the period was at hand for throwing 
off the Mongol yoke, which for nearly a century had 
weighed heavily apoo iheir neeka. Three armies 
left Nanking, two of them being sent to subdue three 
of the provinces of the south, a reaiilt which was 
aohi»ved without a blow, the people evetywbere 
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rising bnii Iho Mongol garrisone vanishiQg f^m 
Bight, — vr bother by defith or by flight history iVila to 
roUtc, The third armj-, under Suln, Choo's fa?onto 
general, marched towards Poking, the Mongol gar- 
ri^oiiH, diucouruged by thtrlr late reverseB, reireaiing 
us it advanced. 

At length tho great Mongol etipital was roachod* 
Within ita walU reigned confuaion and alarm. 
Chnnti, paniL'-B trick en At the rapid martrh of his 
eaemiea, could rot be induced to fight for htu laab 
hold upon tho ompiro of China, but flod on tho night 
b«foro tbc assault was made, Suta at ougq ordered 
tbe oily to be taken by storm, and though the 
Mongol garrison mad© a deaperate defooce, they 
were cut dotrn to a man, and the victorious troops 
entered the Tartar etronghoM in triumph. But 
Buta, counselled by Choo to moderatbnj bold hia 
army firmly in band, no outrages were permitted, 
and the Uvea of all tho Mongols who fluhraitted were 
spared, 

Tbe captnro of Peking and tbe fllghL of Chunti 
marked the end of the ompire of tho Mongols ia 
Cbina. War with thom still wont on, but the country 
at large was f^'ood from tbdir yoke, after nearly % 
oentury of submii^sion to Tartar rule, Klflewhero- 
the vaE»t empire of Genghis atill held £rm. Kueaift 
lay uudor tho \a»£al^go of the khans. Central and 
Soutbem Asia trembled at tbe Mongol namt>. And 
at the very time that tbe ChiTieao were drying against 
and expelling their invaders, Timour, or Turnorlane, 
tho socond great conqueror of hie race, wae siting 
out fi-om Central Asia on that migbty career of vio- 
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toiy thtt emuULt^ the deedg of th(> founder of tho 
Mongol empire. Yeara afterwards Timour, after 
hnring drowned Soutbern Asia iq % aoa of blood, re- 
turned lo SamaroiindT wboro^ in 1415, he ordered tho 
collection of a ^-real avxay for iho invaeioti of Cbina, 
wllh which ho propoaod ta rtiveiigts the wrongs of 
hia eompfltriota. The army was gathered ; it bogun 
its marcb ; thu motintnirm of Khokand were reached 
Qiid poM^od ; threats of tho coming danger reached 
and fVight«;ned China; bat on the maroh the grim 
old conqueror died, and hie great expedition eamo to 
an ond. All tbat roaehod China Lo repi-caerU tho 
mighty Timoiir was his tjld war-horse, whi<:h wafl 
tftiriL as a present four years afterwards when iin em- 
bfiflflj from Central Aaia reached Peking. 

"With the fftll of tho Mongols in Uhina the native 
rule was restored, but not with it the old dynasty, 
Ohoo, the conqueror, and a man whotw ability and 
nobleness of mind bod been remarkably diFtplayed, 
was everywhere lookod upon aa tho Heavon-choeon 
ancceflsor to the throne, the boy who had begun hia 
czareor na a penniless orpimn having naen through 
pure power of intclleel and loftiness of eoul to tho 
highest positioji ld the realm. Howae orowat^d em- 
peror under iho title of Ilongwou, and instituted tho 
Ming dynasty, whiuh beld the throni^ of CliinH. iintit 
three centuries afterwards^ when auother strange 
turn in tho tide of affairs again overthrew Chinese 
rule and brought a now dynasty of Tartar emperors 
to tbe throne. 

Aa regards tho roigu of Hougwou, it may here l» 
said that he proved cue of Ib^ abloat mooarcha 
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Cbitui over knew, ruling his people vnth a junt and 
strong hand, and, by tho aid of hia able goneral Siita, 
baffling every effort of the Mongols to regain tbeJr 
lo^t doiiiinioii. Luxurj in the iniperijiE atlminia- 
trutioD naa brought to au end, the public money 
waa uaed Tor ite legitimate parpOBc, and evon Bome 
of the cosily palaoea which the Mongol ompcrorfi 
had built were destroyed, that the people might letra 
that he proposed to devote himself to their good 
and not to his own ploaaure. Slopa wore taker for 
the eneonragemeTit of loarnlug, the literary daag 
WBA olbvattjJ in poftiiion, the celebrated TTiinlln Col- 
lege W6H restored, and the groat book of laws was 
rovieod. Scboola wore opened ovorywborej orphan- 
ttgoB nnd hoHpitala w<^rG instiliitcd^ and all that eould 
be wiLH done for the relief of the Hick and the poor 
All this was performed in the midst of bitter and 
unceasing ware, whi^^h for naariy twenty years kept 
Suta aUnoet constantly in the field. The Mongola 
were still ftti"ong in the uorthweHl, Chnngti continued 
to claim imperial power, and the army was kept 
steadily omployedn marching from vielory to vietopy 
under the abb leadership of Suta, who tn hts whole 
carL-or sonrcely learned the meaning of defeat- His 
very appearance on the field on more than one oc- 
ear^ion changed the eituaUon from doubt to victory, 
In Lime the Mongols were dnvea beyond the Great 
Wall, the ej(-emperor died, and tho steppes were in- 
vaded hy a groat army, though not a suceeaftfui one, 
Snta meeting hero hia first and only reverse. Tho 
war ended with giving tho Chiner^e full control of 
aW the eulbivated country, while the Tartars held 
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their owd id the desert. This done, 3nta relnrDed 
to enjoy in peace tho honors he hvi woti, and soon 
After died, at the a^ of fiity-four years, thirty of 
which had beon spent in war. 

The death of the great general did not leave China 
free from warlike commotion. There were robelHone 
risings both in the south and in the north^ but they all 
fell under the power of Hongwou's victorious anus, 
the last success being the dispersal of a final Mon- 
gol raid- The doaing eight years of the emperor's 
reign wore spent in peace, and in 1397 he died, after 
an administration of thirty years, in which he had 
freed China from the last dregs of the Mongol 
power, and apreod peace and prosperity throughout 
the realm. 



THE RISE OF THE MANCHUS. 



TvicK hod a Tartar empire been eHtablished in 
Cktiifi, thaL of the Kin dynnstj in tho north, and 
that of thoir encccBwrfl, tho Mongols, over the whole 
country. A third and more perraanoiit Tartar dj- 
ruB(y, Lliiil of tbo MuQcbus^ wa^ yel Lo cocoe. Wrlh 
th€ striking atcfrj of the rise aod progre.ia of those 
Bew ci>aquerorB we are now concerned- 

In the nonhenac of Cbinfl, beyond the Great Wall 
and IfordLTJiig on Corea, lies the province of Liau- 
tuiig. Northward from this to the Amur River 
ostcnds the oofltorn acction of Iho steppoa, known 
on modern mapj^ as Manchuria, From these broad 
wildfl tlic) KinH had advanced to their contiiie»l. of 
Northern China. To them thoj fled for safety fVom 
the Mongol arms, and hero loet Ihoir proud Eiiino of 
Kin and reeumed their older and humblor one of 
Niiicho. For Home five canturios thej romnintd here 
unaoticod and aadisturbed« broken up into aumeroua 
small olana, none of mnch strength and importance. 
Of thofifl clans, which were frequently in n atnte of 
boptility to OTIQ another^ there la only odo of intereat, 
that of the Maochua. 

Tho original scat of this email Tartar clan lay not 
far north of the Chinese border, beia^ on the Soodeu 
River, about thirty iiiHea east of tho CbtneRo city of 
Moukden. Botwoon tbo Soodeu and Jiaho atreama, 
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and south of tho Long White Mountainp, Liea Ihd 
v^illey of Hootoo&Ia, a location of riiggad and pic- 
tureai^ue scenery. Tbte Tolley, pruUii^ied on tbree 
sidoB by water and on tbe Iburtb by a lody range of 
TnounUios, tho whole noL more than twelvo milos 
long, formed ibo cradlo of the Manchu race, tho 
narrow realm from which they wore to emerge to 
victory and empiro. In a certain respect it resembled 
the native home of the MorgoU, bat waa far amailer 
and much naarer the Chineeo fW^ntior 

In this small and secludod valley appeared, about 
the middle of the fourteenth contury, when the em- 
peror Hongwou was fighting with tho Mongols, a 
man named Aisin Gioro. Tradition attributes to him. 
a miraculoufl birth, while calumny aflserts that he waa 
a runaway Mongol ; but at any ralo he became lord 
of Hootooala and ancestor of lis raco of conqacrore. 
Five gunorationa from him camea chief named Jluen, 
who ruled over tho same amnllstate, and whose grand- 
son, Noorhacbn by name, born in 1559, was the man 
npoo whom Iho woudei'fnl fortunes of the Manchua 
wera to depend. Like many other great com^uerorSf 
hw appearance predicted his career. "He had the 
dragon face and the phoenix eye i his chest waa eaor- 
tnoue, hJB eara were large, and his voice had the tone 
of the largest bell." 

He begun life like many of the boroes of folk-lore, 
his step-moLherf when he was uiaeteen ycai'a of age, 
giving him a small sum of moaoy and turning him 
out iuEo the world to seek hia fortune. She repented 
aftei-Aai-da, and bade him come home again or accept 
further aid, but tho proud youth refuaod to receiva 

18 



274 



EierOltlCAL TALES. 



fVom ber any aHBiHtance, and detormiiied to make his 

o;v-n vffty iti tlia world. 

Ifoorhachu first caico into notice in 1563- In thai 
•yeejr Haida^ chief of a amall district eoulh of Hoo- 
tooaln, made tin attack, aflBisted by tho Chin^d^ 
on aumu uui^hboring claus. Ouu of thtTHa wiia gov- 
erned by a roiative of the old Mttnchu chief Huod, 
who, with his eon and a email force, hurried to his 
aid aad helped bim to defend hia town, Haida and 
hvi alUsa, fiodiDg tha place too strong for them^ en- 
ticed a part of the gameon outside the walLa, and 
then foil upon and treachcroiiBly massacred them. 
Among the »lain wor& Huen and his aon, 

Thift bnital murder loft Noorhacbu chief of his 
clan, and at the ^mc timo filled him with a Berco 
doairo for revongo, both upon Haida and upon the 
Chinofle. Ho was forced to bido his time, Haida 
gaining such induQoce with hie allitu that be waa 
appointed by thorn chief of all the Niuche distncta. 
This act only deepened the hatrod of KoorhacLu, 
who found hiraaelf made one of the vaflsale of tho 
murderer, while many of bis own people luft him 
and attached themflclvcB to the forLnnes of Haida. 

Fortunately for tho youthful chief, tho Chinene 
did not strongly support their nominee, and Noor- 
hachu pjrsued bin rival so persistently that tho 
aanaaain did not feel safe even within hb stockaded 
oamp, but seroi'aL timce rotrcated for eafcty into 
Liautung. The Chinese at length, tired of aupport- 
ing n Finn without the courage to defend htmsulf, 
seiKed him and handed him over to Noorhauhu, who 
immediately put him to death. 
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The onorgy and success of Noorhnohn in this 
ecbeme of vengeance gavo him a high reputfttioD 
fttnong the Niucbo, Ho was etill but twenty-eevoQ 
jeara of apa, but had probably laid out his lifo-work, 
thfttof making himseir cbJof of a Niuoht^ coDfader- 
axjj, and empluying hia subjects in an iiivjifiion oF 
CbtDcee aoiJ. It ia eaid that he had Bwom lo rovengo 
hie fathered donth by the al^ught^T of two hundred 
Ihouaaad CMneae. 

He began by builtliug biiDBoIf & atrDELghold. So* 
lecUng a site in the plain whcro wutor wan abundatit, 
ho built a to^n and stirroundod it with a triple i^all. 
ThUdone, be began the work of uniting the eouihoro 
cliLiiH under hig sway, a task which proTod eaay, tLey 
being much imprcBHod by hia victory over Haida. 
This poacoful progre^B was auo(;tiodi:d byawarliko 
movement. Jn IQOl ho suddenly invaded the dia- 
Irict of Yalookiang, which, taken by surjinBe, waa 
forced to aubroit to hia arms. 

This act of spoliation roused gonoral npprehoneion 
among the chiefs. Hero waa a man who wae not 
flatisl^od with petty PauJii, but evidently had highar 
ohjectfl in view. Roused by appreheneion of danger, 
aoven of the noighborin^^ chiofd gathered their forcee, 
and with an army of thirty thousand Niuche and 
Mongols invaded die territory of Lhu daring yi>ung 
leader- The odd» againat him aecmed irruaiatible. 
He had bat four thouaaud men to oppoao to this 
largo force. But his men had been w«ll choBon and 
well trained, and thuy no vigorously roAisted tho 
onaet of the enemy that the principal Niucho chief 
waa killed and the Mongol leader forced to doe< At 
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this juriGturo Xoorhachii charged his foes with Bii(?h 
vi^r tbut they wore bn^en and put to fiight^ four 
thousand of them being slam in the purtiuit. A 
uiiraber of chiefs wore taken priaonora, whilo the 
epoiis inuludod e«veral tboLisaDd borsoa and plaited 
Biiits of armor^ mnt^^rml of grctit value to the am- 
bitious young victor. 

Eight yoai"s poaacd beforo Noorhachu wna ready 
for ncoihor move. Then be eonquoi'od and annosod 
Iho fertile difltrict of Hada, on ihe north. In 1607 
he added to this the state of Hwifa, und in ths fol- 
lowing year that of Wool*- Tboso conqueela were 
prt?liminiiry to &n icvosion of Yoho, the moflt powor- 
f\i\ of the Niuche Bfalea. Hi»^ first altnok itpoQ 
thlH JinpcrtiuiL district failed, and before repeatiug 
it he deemed ft nocoaaary to abow bis Btrength by 
inrading the Chineeo provinee of Liautung. Ho bad 
long been preparing for this great enterpriBe. He had 
begun hh military career with a force of ons hundred 
mon^ but bad now an ai'my forty thousand etrong, 
well drilled and disciplined men, provided witb en- 
gines of war, and of a race fhmed for courage and 
iotropiciity. Their chief weapon consialed of the 
formidabb Afanchu bow, while tbo boreotnon wore 
an armor of cotton plaited mcnil which was proof 
against arrow or fipoar. The invasion was preceded 
by Ik Wtit of grievan^L's drawu op agaiaat the Chlnoao, 
which, inetcad of forwarding it to the Chiocao court, 
Nooj-bacbu burnt iu praeoneo of hie army, as an ap- 
peal to Hoaron for the justice of his cnu^e, 

Tbt; CbiaeHo bad eapiaoly permittod ibis danger- 
oua power to grow up among their tiibuiaries on 
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tlie north. In truth, thu Uiiig djnasty, whieh had 
begun with Ihii gi'vat lloagvou, hcid shared Lhti fiiLii 
of Chir^cuo dyna^Ur^a in t^cncrai, having fallen iaio 
decadence ami ducay. With a atrong hand at thd 
irnporial halm tho Manohu invaMion^ with only a 
thtuly (toUlud regioo to draw on Tor rocruitrt, would 
have been hupelese. With % ivcak h^d no c>no could 
predict the reBult, 

In 151S Lho Manchus oroaaed their snaihwn fron- 
tior and boldly set foot on thu soil o£ China, lht>Jr 
movomont boiJig no suddcu and uneipcetoJ that thd 
border town of Fooehun was tokon atmoat without 
a blow. Tho army sent Lo retake it was LiiHed hairk 
in dtiftiat, and thu Htrong town orTaiugho waa Jiuxt 
heflieged aud captured, Thci progress of Noorhuthu 
was cbeckod at ihie point by the clamor of biB men, 
who were uowilJing lo mai-ch rflrther while leavinjf 
the hostile slate of Yeho in their rear, llo there- 
fore led them bach to their homes. 

The Chin«flo were now thoroughly aroueed. Aa 
army of more than ono bundr«^d thousand men was 
rained and B«nl lo allut^k Noorhachu in ]n» native 
roalm^ But it was weakly commanded and ud- 
^iduly divided into three unaupportod soctloDB, 
which the Manehua altnehcd and routed ia detaih 
The year'fi work was completed by the cunqueat and 
anooxatioQ of Yeho^ aa evont which added thirty 
thousand men to Noorhaebu's re^uri^eB and com- 
pleted the eonfkxieration of the Niucho clans, whieb 
had been his Di'iglnal plan. 

Tbe old Cbineso emperor was now near hie life's 
ojid. But hJB last ^ot WAS one of Lis wit^oat ones, it 
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farkr CiM tbM i^f !'■ "^ ^d pbcod ibo 

ttpitt] And UiO botder towM of t^ pnmftce m m 
■Ute of dtfean a»d ooOeeC«4 «a unj of one ba&- 
dml Vid agfaii- rhnmaBd mca oft tli« froatiBr. Tvo 
jr«»n "^^^^ iD B»ks the ^a t u tut ni|V^Bsbli 
to M&ocbn fttUck. During tkn penod of oneigy 
HooriucfaB wiid y rtiaiiBnl qnicL £«it Ul« CTiibom 
cvpovr dwd, wad wia ■n cetade d by tis eon, wbo 
qtticklj fbttowed klm to tha graTc. Hv ^ruidaoB, m 
boy of KXt«cn, wkocecded, and Ui« coftri OKauM of 
Tingbi DOW h^ him rMftUed and r«pUc«d by & 
«bo had never saea ft battle. 

TL« molt wma wlu£ might hm-n beea e^wctcd. 
N^orhacbo, who bad boeo wuting bis opportu&ity, 
nt oikc« kd he ftrmj ktom tbo borden (I^lJr 
nuuicbitii^ upoQ tbe strong town of HookdeiL, wboaa 
cookmuidantj more br^ve tliAD vi^e* lefl tbe abeher 
of biaw&Ila to meoi blm m tbo fidd. The reeolt w*B 
ft MToro ivpul^, tbc MaDch usee Wring the gates wiUi 
th« fttgithres ftnd filftDgbtering the garrison in th& 
streets Tbreo anaie^ were MOt to retAke Moukdeo^ 
bat were so vigoroaaly d&al% with that io a few 
weeks ieos thAC half Tiogbi e strong armr remeioed. 
Liftttysngr th« cflpii&l of the prorinc^e, was Q^it bo- 
BJeg«^ and taken by stonn, the garriflon falling al- 
most to a man, among tbcm Tingbi's iDcapable sue- 
o«SK>r meeliiig hU diiath. ^o fnriht^r refiisiaoco 
wa« mada, the other towns, witb one exception, 
opened their galea, and in a bnef time Noorhachu 
completed the conqocaL of IhoproviACoof Llauiun^ 
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Only one thiag kept the Munchua fWim crossing 
llio Great Wall and ioTading tbe provincta bejoiid. 
Thid was tho sti-oiighold of Jiin^yuon, wbich a Chi- 
nese officer named Chuogwac had romforcod with a 
Hmall party, and which riieotuKdy rm^iatediLllaHaaultH. 
Ni>orhai.-hiL, not daring to leaTO thia forllfiud pliu-u 
ID his rear, btsaioged it with a strong army, making 
two dcvspemto e-aeaults upon its w&lls. Bat Chung- 
wnDf a!4?fi[4ted by some Europeun cuonon, whorw qolfm 
proved mora lei-riblo to tbe Haacbus than tbeir balls, 
hold out BO vigorously that for tho first time in 
his caro^r the Manchu chi«jf moL with defeat Dia- 
appointed and bit:k at heart, ha r*iirftoed htfl steiie to 
^oukdcn, then h'la capLt^l^ there to end his career, 
hie dijatb taking piiLce in September, 1626. 

Such WM the adventurous life of tho man who, 
while not coui^uering China him^^tf, made ita eon- 
queat poaaible to hiB immediate au<.-ceBBora, who ac- 
knowledged his great deeds by ^ving him tbo post- 
humoua title of Emperor of China, the Manchu dy- 
namty dating ita origin buck to 161S- Hie son, Tai' 
t^cng, who succeodcd him, renewed the attack on 
Ningyuon, but found the herL»ic Chungwan more 
than hia match, A brilliant idea brought him final 
Huccuafi. Leaving the impregaabEe Atrongbold in IiIa 
roar, he suddenly marched to the Great Wall, which 
he oroa^ed, and waa fur on the road to Poking be- 
fore Chungwan knew of bis purpose. At once aban- 
doning the town, the Chinese general hurried Ewuth- 
ward» and, having Ihe best road, succeeded in reach- 
itig the capital in advnnou of tho MatichuB, But ho 
came only to his death. Tinghij thd one man feared 
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hj Koorhaohu, had been executed through tho ma- 
chinatione of hia enemieB, and now Chungwao suf- 

ered the same &te, Taitsong^ not being able to defeat 
him in the fields having succeeded in formiag a plot 
agaiofit him id the palace. 

But Peking, though in serious peril, was not taken. 
A trace waa arranged, and Taitdong drew off hia 
troopa — for reaeouB beet known to himself. He 
was soon back in China, but did not again attack 
Peking, devoting himself to raids through the bor- 
der provinces. In 1635 he asaumed the title of Em- 
peror of China, in conaequence of the seat of the 
Mongol dynasty^ which had beeo loat in Mongolia 
two oenturioa before, being found and sent to him. 
But I^lngyuen still held out, under an able succossor 
to Chungwan, and in September, 1643, this second 
of the Manchu leaders came to his death. The con- 
quest of China was reserved for a later leader. 



THE MANCHU CONQUEST OF 
CHINA. 

Long yoora of miegovornnioDt io China pTo<iuced 
tbeir nutur&] rosiilt. EviLa aialki^d ab]\jnd while 
worthlissfl emparnra apert their daye in luvnry at 
home. TLo Iflud ceaaed to be govorntjd^ locul rebel- 
lions broke out in a doeoD quartora, and iho Manchn 
invaaLoQ was btit one event in the aeries of diffleut- 
LicH Lhfll, lauvironed tho weakened throne. From the 
midst of Iheao dinall rebelJiona cmei-^ed u largo one 
boFore which the Ming dynasty trembled to ils fall. 
Ita leader, Li Taoobiug, wab a poasant'a son, who 
bad chosen the railiiar}' career and quickly gaineJ 
renown aa a daring boraeman and ekilful archor, 
\jx 1629 ho appoai-ed aa a member of a band of rob- 
bera, who wore dofealod by the troops, LJ being ono 
of the few lo eacape. A year aftorwardft wa ht-ar of 
liim *a bigh in rank in a rebel band almost large 
enongli to be called an army^ The leader dying 
ftfter B few yoara^ Li succeeded him iii uorumand. 

Hia progreaa to power was rapid, cunning and du- 
plicity aiding him, for ofteo when in a dangertJUB sit- 
uation ho eacapod by pretending a de?4ire to como to 
terms with tbo aulborities. Other rebela roae, won 
Tietoriea, and annk again ; but Li held hia own and 
Hteadily grew Htronger^ until, in 1G40, he waa at the 
head of an army of nearly half a million of men 
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and in a poaition to oHpire to Iho throne of Peking 
itulf Town after town fell into his handa^ frightfal 
outrago« boiijg perpetrated in each, for Li was a 
bn^iid in grain and merciless at heJirt, The efforta 
of the omporor to overthrow him proved futile, tho 
imperial army being fleat against him in four divi- 
SLODA, which beattacked and defeattKi in detat]. The 
court had learned nothing from the failure of aimi' 
Ur tactloa in the war with Noorhachu. After this 
pronounced succesa Lt Iftid siege to Kaifong, an im- 
portant city which had once been the oapiLji] of 
China, He was twice repulecd^ but a third time re- 
turned to the Biege^ finally auccooding through a riso 
in the Hoang-ho, which washed away the defences of 
the city, drowned thouaands of its people, and lefl 
it at the mercy of the besieging troops. 

Li'a next effort was made against the city of Tun^ 
hwacj the most formidable of Chineaa fortressea. 
Situated in the mountaius between the provinces of 
HoLan and Sheosi, it was strong by positioD, whilo 
the labor of oenturiee had added enormously to itfl 
strength. Here fortune aided him, his army follow- 
ing into the city a fugitive fofce which had been 
beaten outside- By this time the rebel chief had 
made Limaeif so dreadful a record by the masBacrea 
and outrages committed in coaqocred cities that ter- 
ror be^ti to fill the minds of garrisons, and towns 
nnd ciLiea opened their gates to Lim without ven- 
turiag resistance. 

No longer a mere rebel chief, but master of more 
thun a third of China, and feared through zlU the 
tost, XiJ now aaaumod the title of emporor, and, cap- 
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turing ovcry etronghold as he adva&cod^ bcgiLu hia 
inflrch upon Peking, then a ec^qq of unima^nnblo 
terror and conrusion. Th^ emperor, who had hesi- 
tftted to flee, fouud flight imixxwible whon lii^a grQa,t 
army invested the capital. Dofeaco wae equally im- 
poeaibk, and the unhappy w^^akling, atlar alaying all 
the women of the palace, ended iho career of the 
Ming dynasty hy hanging hinisoEf. Li was quickly 
master of the city, where the anceslral temple of the 
Aiia^ was plundered and levelled with the ground, 
and all the kinHmen of the royal fantily he could 
selzti ^ere summarily put Ut duath. Thus was com- 
pleted the first phaae of a remarkabli) career, in 
which in a few years the member of a band of rob- 
bers became maater of the most populous empira 
of the earth. The second phase wiia E,o be one of a 
decline in fortuao Btill more rapid than had been 
the growth of the first. And with it is connected 
the story of the Maiichu hivauioo and conquest of 
China. 

We have aeen in the preceding talc how the heroic 
Chungwan held the fortress of Nla^uen ngaiaal all 
the olTurts of N'oorhaobu, the Manehu chief After 
hih death Wou Saiikvtui, a mau of ijqual valor i^ud 
akiU, repelled Tnitnoog and hie Manchus from ita 
walla. This city, with the surrounding territory, 
waa all of Northern Chiua that had tioL r^ubmitted to 
Li, who now mado earaeat efibrta by lavish promicKja 
to wiu Wou ovoi' to hia aide. But in the latter he 
had to deal with a man who uoiiher feared nor 
trusted him, and to whose mind it seemed prefer- 
able that oven the Tartora abould beeomo lorda of 
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thi> empire than that It ahoDld be IcfL to the mercy 
of a brutal rcbbtir like Li Tseching. 

Wou'd positiou waa a dclicAtt^ mid difficult oqc^ 
The old dynauty t^&b at an end. Thi^r^e Eoyal to ft 
wisrfl powerleas. Ho had no means of hla own en- 
&blii]g biin to t'onteitd agma^t tliu great force of Li. 
11g mnat Burrcudor or call in forciguorB to hia ttid. 
In ihifi dtlcmma he mado overtures to tha Manchiu, 
asking llieir aid to put down the rebellion and re- 
atore tranquillity to the empire, — BtemJugly with the 
thought that they might be disp^iiBod with ^^Lea no 
longur of use. 

Not for a moment: did the Mani^hn leaders hoHitate 
lonvall thuuinolvtH of tliL* pfomiujEig tjHur. TIig man 
who foryearahai etood resolutely in iht way of tL fir 
iri7uaioDof CMua waa now voluntarily eteppi&^&ora 
tbeir path, and even offering them his aid to ae- 
coniplisb Lhtiir chenBhod projeat. The powerful for- 
treesee which had defied their atrongtb, Lho Groat 
Wall which iu Wou'h hands might have checked 
their progresa, had suddenly ooaaod to be obRtaolea 
to thuir advance, and throughout the camps and 
towns of the Tartars an cnthuaiaatic roaponac waa 
made to the inspiriting ory of " On to Peking !" 

Wou Saukwei did not wait for their coming. Li 
bad sent a strong force to meet biui, with iuHtrucliona 
either to uogotiato or to fight, Wouehoao the latter, 
and delivered battle with Bueh energy and suoceBB 
IhriL inora than twenty thouaand of the opposing forca 
wuie laid in death upon the Held, no quarter being 
giren to the flying host, Ncwa of this perJlcuB re- 
verse rotiacd Li to vigorous action. Knowing nothing 
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of the approach of a Tartar army, to iioagmcO that 
ho had only Wou with whom to doal, and marched 
agaioat him in pereoa with sijcty thousand m«nf the 
pick of hJA vktorious army. 

This large force, perhaiis threo linics Ihe oumher 
that tho loyal Leador could put in the tiold, roaohod 
Wou'a station on the river Lanbo boforo tha Tan- 
guurd of tlie ^fanchuB had appeared. It was obvi- 
ously Wou*s policy to dofor the actioo^ but Li gave 
him no opportuDity, making at once an impotuouB 
attack^ hie hoe being formed in the shape of a ores- 
cent, with tbe design of overlapping the dankH of the 
£q&. Skilled and e; porioncod as Won w&s, the Bmall- 
nc0B of bia force made him unablo to avoid thijs luovo- 
ment of hia onemy, who, from a hill whore ho had 
taken hiastatic»n to overlook the battle^ had the eatta- 
facUoii of seeing the oppoaing army L-onipletely eur- 
rounded hy hia numerous battaltoLs. Wou aod hia 
men fought with doaporoto eourago, but it was evi- 
dent that they could not long hold out agalnat Buch 
oJd8, Fortunately fbr thcm^ at this critical riiainent 
a strong Manchu corps reached the fi&ld, and at once 
made a furious charge upon thci nearly victorious 
troops. Tbte diversion caused n complete change iu 
the tiituatioa. Li's tioops, filled with terror at the 
vigorous and unexpected aeeault. broke and fled, pur- 
Bitod by their focH with such bloodthirsty furj- that 
thirty thoueaod of them were elnin. Li escaped with 
a few hundred horsemen from tiho dlsastroud Held 
which was to prove the turning-point in his cai-cor. 

The delayed Manchus soon after appeared in num- 
bers, and Wou loat no time in following np his signal 
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BiiccCBs< Poking waa quickly roacbed, and there, on 
tbo dftatorrt ramparts, the Yiclor waa greeted with 
the H|>GC(!L(.']a of hh fiiLber's hend on the "vcMy Li 
having thufi wr-caked wbai veDgeatico he could upon 
his fbo< Jt was an unwiso a:;l oT ferocity, atDce it 
rendei'od impofisible any futare rooonciliation witU 
hU fjpponoTit. 

Li mode tjo effort to defend the clLy, hut fled pre- 
cipitatoly with all tho plunder he could convey. 
Won, marching round ita walls, presaed hard upon 
Lia tPftck^ atliLcking his rear-guard in charge of 
the bulky baggage -train, and deA?&ting it with tbo 
fiJuughtor of ten thousand troops. Li continued to 
TOtreot, collecting the garriaone be bad bfL in Tariona 
cities iifi he fled, until, feeling ntrong onough to hazard 
another battle, he took bis stand near the city of 
GhingtuDg, Won did not hesitate to attack. Eighty 
tbonsand Mancbus bad joined him, and abundant 
Chinese levieR had raised bis forces to two hundred 
thousand men. Tbo battle was Qerco and obstinate, 
Li £ghting with bia old ekill and courage, and night 
cloeod without giving either party the victory. But 
under oover of the dnrkneas the rebel leador, having 
Itjat forty tbouaaiid men, including some of his ablest 
ofllcora, docmod it noccBsary to n^aume hia retreat. 

The remainder of Li's career may be briefly told. 
Won followed him with unyielding poraislency, 
fighting at every opporlunity and being always the 
victor la these encounterfi. This rapid flight, these 
repealed dofouts, Ht length bo discouraged the rebel 
troopa that on Li^e making u flnal stand they re- 
Aififid to fight, and inaisted on oomlng lo terras 
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witb their pursuer. Findiog that oil was ftt ftn 
ond, Li Qod to tho Dorghboring mouDttiin region 
with D email body of men, and there roturood to tho 
robber etato from which ha had emer;ged. But hii 
foe WOB implacable ; pursait was kept ap, bis hftnd 
loflt hottTily in varioua enoountors, and at longtht 
while on a foraging trip in 6«arch of food, ho was 
BLirpriited in a village by a snparior force. A sharp 
combat followcdf in which Li waa the first to fall, 
and his bead was earned in triumph to the nearest 
mandarin, 

ThuB ondod the career of a remarkable man. 
Whatever the Cbineae thought of the Manchns, thoy 
could not but deteat the cruel bandit whom they 
Bupplarted, nod who, but for their aid and the cour* 
Bgu of a single opponent, would have placed bimseir 
upon the throne of China. 

Wou Sankwei* having rid hitDoolf of hia groat 
enemy^ now became anxious for the departure of hia 
alJiw. But ho noon found tbut they hud do intention 
of leaving Pokiog, of which thoy were then in full 
control At their head was Taiteong's young Bon, 
BtiU a child, yet already giving evidence of much 
Hngflcity. His tinclo, Prince Dorgan, — or Ama Wang 
(Father Pricce), aa bia nephew called him, — wae 
made regent, and haatenod to proclaim tho youth 
emperor of China, under the name of Chuntche, 
Every effort was made to obtain the support of Wou 
Sankwei: honors and titles were conferred upon 
him, and the now govornoiont showed auch moder- 
ation and sound judgment in dealing nitb the peo- 
ple aa to win him to ita support, — espocially as no 
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ChioeM candidate for tbo tbrnno appeared vboae 
abEIity promi»ud to et^ual that of the young Manchu. 
priiica. 

The Manobus, mdeed, were far from being rulora 
of the kin^^dom aa jet. They Leld only a few pro^- 
inc'oa af the north, and a prince of tbe late natiTO 
dynnHly hA^J been set up in l.ha aauth, with hia cap- 
tal at Nanking. Uad he been a capable rulor, with 
Qualities euitod to caU Wou Sankwci to hia sup- 
port and eolist tb€ encrgiee of the people, tbe tide 
of Sfancbu coni^uoflt would very probably have been 
Btayed. But he proved worthlese, and Nanking 
was tioon in tbe hands of hie foea, its officials being 
spared, bui required toebave their beads, — tbe shaved 
head and Lbe pfgLail of the modern Cbinaman being 
tbe badge of eubmiapion to Toiiar supromncy- 

A Bucoession of nen empororb was set up, but all 
met the eame fate, and id lbe end ite niiliiona of 
China fell under the Munchu yoke, n,nd the aneicnt 
empire was ooee more Bubjactod to Tartar rule* The 
emperor Cbuntebo died jouug, and hia sod, Kangbi, 
came le the throne when but nine years of age. He 
WBd dettiined to reign for more than sixty yearri and 
to prove himaelf one of the beat and gi-eateat of tho 
emperors of China. 

TVe cauuot close without a mention of the fiaal 
events iu the career of Wou Sankwei, to whom 
China owed her Manehn dynasty. Thirty years 
after bo had invited the Mancbua into the country, 
and while he was lord of a Inrge principality in iho 
Honlbj be was invited by the emperor tii vlt^it Peking, 
an invitation which he declined on the plea of old 
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flge, though roolly bocauao he feared that Tartir 
jealousy of his position aad influeaco lay bohind it. 
KoToya woro atsni to him, whom te treated with 
pnTicely courtesj% though he still declined to risk 
the court, and plainly atated his reaflotiH. The per- 
eiaionce of tho omporor at lonj^th dro^e him into re- 
bellion, in which he was joined hy others or Iho 
ChiEiDSQ loaders, and for il time the unwiadom of 
Kanghi in not letting well onough alone throatuoud 
hia ttrono with dleaetor. One bj 0Q0» howovor, 
'Wou ailleH ware put down, unlil ho was left alonu 
to keep up tho war. The Mancbus hosllatedj how- 
ever, to attack him, koowmg well hia groat mLli- 
taryBkill. But disunion in hie ranks did what tho 
TarLar sword oould not oft'eet. Many of hiH ad- 
huronts dcui^Hed him, and the Chineso warrior who 
had Qover known defeat was brought to tho brink 
of irretricvablo di^afltcr. From this dilemma death 
extricated him^ bo passing away at the head of hia 
men without the stigma of defeat on his long career 
cf victory. In the end his bodjwaa taken from the 
tomb and his oshee were scattered throi^gh the eigh- 
teen provincea of China, to testify tbal no trace 
remained of tho man whom alone the Maochus had 
wuood and feared. 
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Ik looking upon a modern map of tbo empire of 
China, il will be seen to cover a vast area iti Asia., 

includiDg not only China propur !int th^i wide plaiofl 
of Mongolia and the rock-bonad region of Thibet. 
Yet Tio Buch mop could properly bavo been drawti 
two hundred yenrs ngo, Thibet, while a tributary 
realm, wjla not tlian n portion cf China, while ibe 
Mongolin.Ti hordsmon woro fltill the indcpondent war- 
riore and the paraiatcnt euemioH of China that lUey 
had been f^om Iitdq imraemorial. It ifl to the Uan- 
ehu GciperorH that the Buhjeclion of tbceo couatrieR 
and their incorporation ia the Chlneae empire are due^ 
To-day the Jar-reaching territory of the Hteppes, the 
native home oF thoao terrible horsemeQ who for agoH 
made Europe and Asia tremble, is divided botwei?n 
the two empires of China and RugsiOj and ita rost- 
IcBB border are held in cbeclE by firm and powerful 
bandH, tb^ir pericd of conquest at an end. 

It was to two of t,hQ Mancbii monarchy, Kanghi 
aad Keen Lung, — wboec combined reit^ne covL^rad 
raoro ttian a hundred nnd twenty yoars^ — that the 
Ruhjeotinn of ihMe long Lnrhulcnt regions was due, 
enabbng China 1o enter the nineteenth century with 
the broad territorial CKpanae now marked on oar 
TuapR Tha story of how tbe aubjootion of the 
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nomads came about 19 a long one, maeb too long 
for the spare at our comniFLnd^ yet a brief Fiynopsiu 
of itfl leading «venta will prove of ioLerest and im- 
portanco to all who dosiro to follow the auceoaaivo 
etope of Chinese hietoty, 

Kanghi, the second Manchii emperor^ a:»d one of 
the greatest of the mlersof China, Laving completed 
the fonqucst of the Chinese thoiaaelvcaj turned his 
attention to the nomadic hordes who threatoned the 
tTvnqnillity of his reign. He waa one of their own 
rate^ a man of Tartar blood, and many of tto desert 
ti-ihaF* wore ready to acknowledge his supremacy, 
among them the Khntlias, who prided Ihemaolvea 
on direct deacorit from Ghergih and his warriors, 
but had loot all desire to rule the earth and were 
content to hold thoir own among the eurrounding 
tribet). They dwelt on those streama which hnd 
watered tho birthplace of Ujo MoQgal tribe, and their 
adhesion to the Manchu cause kept all the Mongnis 
quiet. 

But west of these dwelt another nomad racop the 
Calniuuks, divided into four hordotJ, of which Ihe 
Eieuths were by no mcana content to yield lo ChinHSo 
or Mncchu controh Their indopendonce of spirit 
might have been of little importance but that it was 
suHtHintKl hy an able and ambitiouB leader, who non 
only denied Kanghl'a aupremoey but disputed with 
hini tho empire of the Btoppos, 

Galdan waa the younger son of tho meat powerful 
chief of hia Lrihu. Fall of ambition, and chafing at 
the subordinate position duo to hie birth, ho quarrelled 
irith aome of bid brothers and killed one of them, 
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Being forced to flee, ho ma*ie his way to Tliibct, 
where he rKXJg^bt to obtaio odmieaioD to tbe T^nksof 
the Buddhist elorgy, but was refueed by the Dalai 
Lama on s,fcouf»t rjf hb detyl of bloorj. But on his 
rotum to ibe teoU of hie tnbe be found bitDHelf in 
ft new poBitioD. Hia crime wibs foirgotton or con- 
doned, and Ibe fact that ho had dwelt (□ tbe palacHs 
and under tbe holy influence of the Dalai Lams, tbo 
supreme roligiouet power in BuddbiaL Acian gave hiro 
a bigb st&nding amou^ hie fellow'tribesmcn, Tbo 
influence thus gained and hie boldnosH and ruthleBS- 
licnr* compltflt'd the work Us had in mind. The niling 
khan waa deposed, all merobera of bis familj whose 
bo&tiJity was f^^arcd by Galdan wore slain^ nnd he 
found himself at ibe head of the tribe, whose mem- 
bers were Ir^rrifEod into HubmiHHion. 

His thirst for power now showed iteelf in en- 
CToacbmentB upon tho lands of noighboring claua. 
The Manchufi were at that time enibarr-assed by tbo 
rebellion of "Wou Sarkwei, and the opportunity 
Boemed excellent for an luTasion of tbe district of 
tbe KbalkaSf firm friends of the Uanchu power- 
He aUo sent troops towards tbe Chinese fh^ntler, 
fear of whom forced many of the tribesmen to crass 
tbe border and ecek the emperor's aid, Kanghi 
oould then only give thorn lands within hit^ roaln^, 
being too mueh occupied at borne te bo able to do 
more ibau send spies Into the steppes. From these 
be learned that Gaidan bad built up a formidable 
power and that he evidently bad in view tbo subjec- 
tion of all tbe tribes. 

Kanghij anxious to settle these diflit^uUiea ami- 
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eably, spent a number of ye&re in negatlaiions, but 
Ilia rival Hhowed an mucb Dbilily in diplomucy OA 
3a ibe fieldf and BucccedcJ id marking bia designs 
while bo waft struugthonmg bb poeiiioa and pre- 
pariag for open hoBtiliiiea. Pitially, wltb an army of 
tlilny thousand muii, he invaded the country of the 
£lialka8| and In 3090 look his first oj^en atep of bo»- 
tiiity agaiDSt OhiDa^ by arresting tbo onyoys who 
had been H^iit to bin camp. Tbia insult put an end 
to nil Kanghi H i^fTorta to niaintiiiii poaea. Tbo dip- 
lomatic movemeniB were followed by a display of 
military energy and activity, and tbe whole norlbern 
army, cottnitiling of Llie oigbl Hanehu Banners, the 
forly-nine Mongnl Bunnora, and a liirge forco of 
Cbinese aixxiliariQB, was act in motion nd'osa the 
ateppea. 

Ueanwbile Galdan, alarmed by the hostility he bad 
provoked, sought to mak^ an alliniioe with the Bus- 
aians, an eflort wbiub brought tltn hollow promisea 
but no ueaistaaco. Without waiting tor the coming 
of all bid foes, Le made a vigorous attack on tbo 
Chinese advance force and drove it back in dafoat, 
rumAruing master of the field. Yet^ recognizing Lbat 
the enemy war* for too strong for bimi he sent an 
envoy to Poking, olTuriog ooncesaiona and ar^king for 
pQBoe. Tha emperor listened, but the armj' pushed 
on, and an attack in force was made upon the Eleutb 
camp, which was located at the foot of a moiintain, 
botwoon a wood and a atretini. The post waH a strong 
one, and the Elenths fought stubbornly, but they 
were too greatly outnumbered, and iu the end wore 
put to Aigbt, aftor bdving infiictod fievere loss on 
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their Tos^, ao untW of the emperor beicg amoDg tbc 
filaiiiH Galdau uow, fiuding that tb« war wna gmag 
HgtiiDfit him, oSbrad foaLly and obetJioDce to the em- 
peror, whfohKanghi, glad to withdraw bis army from 
itn difficult ponition ia the desert, accepLed, tieiiding 
the cbiefcain a letter of forgiToaeaa* Thus cbdod the 
cumpatjt^ii of 1690. 

Ii wan a truce, not a peace. Gfildnu's ambUion re- 
nminiid un^aLbfied, and Kikiighi put liulu confidonoe 
in hia promisoa. He was right; the desert chief oc- 
cupied hituself in Eowiug the soods of diaaonmon 
ftmoDg the hordes, and in L693, Sndiag the Dalai 
Lama bin opponent, took thu step of professing 
hlmeelf a Mohammedan, ia the hope of gaining the 
aaeiBtance of the MnsHulman Tariara and ChinesOp 
Yet ho kept up negutiatjoas with tb& Dalai Lama, 
with Lbn purpone of retaining the Buddhist support. 
Mvanwhilc conflicta bet^reen the tribes went on, &nd 
in ]C95 Kanghi, ineonaod at tbo constant encroach- 
mentd of the ambitioua chief, which failed to auatain 
his peacafiil pj'jfeaHioriH. resolved to put an end to 
the trouble by bis complete and irretrievable over- 
throw. 

The despatch of a largo army into the receSBes 
of Centriil Asia waa u difficult iLiid haKarilous enter- 
priBO} yet il aeemod the only means of ending- the 
etraincd Bituutieni and by 1606 a large force waa got 
ruady for a protracted deflorl war, the principal 
conimani being given to a frontier aoldiei' narneJ 
Fe^-anku, who in the preceding troubled had sbowa 
marked ability, 

Ou the eve of the great national holiday of Chins, 
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tbo FcAst of LAntcrns, tbo imperifl] court reviewed 
& floclioo of tbc avmji drawn up ia military array 
along Iho prineipLiI atreet of Peking. The einpei-or^ 
AunouuiuJ by iho pniicipal ruLicllonaries of tho 
governmont, occupied a throng od a ruiacd pUlform 
from vphicb tbe whole ecune could hv aurveyed, while 
straina of miLrtial mu^c fillud the air The culmi- 
LALing sceuQ hi the cerc^niouy look placo when Fe- 
jaaku approached the throno^ roceivcd on his kncuu 
from the eniparor'ti hand a ojp of wtnL>, and rotired 
dowD the Hleps, at who^e foot he q^uutfed the wJTie 
amid the 8houtH of thousauda of Bp«ciator». Tlili 
ceremonj wae repoatod with each of the Bubordinalo 
^enoralfif and thea with tlio lower oftlcei^ of the 
army^ ten at a time. Siiccc.^ being ihua Jrunlc to 
the army, Feyanku loft the c-apiu! to ahBume the 
active coromaad in the field, while Keaghi, bent on 
complete eucco&g, set to work to recruit in all baste 
a Mcond armyj wbicb be proposed to command hlra- 
eelf. 

The whole force raitwd was an tmmonBe one^ coa- 
Bidorirjg the cbarautor of the countrj to be traverfiud 
and the limited roaourcettof the enemy. Itmai'ched 
In four divisionHjOf which that under Feyanku num- 
bered about tbirtj'fivG thouaaud mon. Dogplle the 
great diatance to bo trareraod, the dewrt-like con- 
ditioa of muoh of the country, and the fact that de- 
ficiency of resource* ccwt thousands of lives and 
forced many detochmente to retreat, a powerful 
force at longLb roachod the borders of Galdan'e ter- 
ritory. After a march of more thnn three roouthe' 
duration Foyaaku x>itched bis camp near ibe sources 
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of tbe Tula, liia army being reduced to twelve thou- 
sand aviLLJablo uioii. Theao were placed iu a fbrti' 
fiod poaition witbin tbe Mongol cfimping-grQUbd of 
CbowmoiJo. 

Meanwhile how was Galdan ongSiged? He h;id 
Bouflfht, but io vaiQ, to win tbe nllionco of a power- 
ful Mongol triLe, and bad condLicted i^uklead hg^o- 
tiatkinH with the Busamns of Siberia. Hm oulj 
rcmainLng hopu lay in tha dcfiert barrier which lay 
boiwoon him and hia groat eaemy, and lliis vanished 
when the ChiacAe army made itd appearanee ta his 
teriiloriGs, tbougb its slicoobh hud beun gained at a 
frightful losB of life. Tha siiuation yf the doaert 
obief bad become desperat^j bis only hope lying in 
fib attack on tho aJvaoco body of the Chino^a bofoi^e 
itp oould be Joined by tho other detauhtiiontfii, and 
while exbautdcd by its loog march arrows the desert, 
of Gobin Ho Ihereforo made a rapid marclt and 
vigoFoualy assailed the Cbineee in tre ashmen (a at 
ChowzDodo. 

In the interval tho Chinoae commandura bad found 
thoTOBolTsa in a peritous position. Their supplioa 
bad run low, they could not be replenished in that 
situation, further Eidvance had become impoBsible^ 
and it seemed equally inipoiiaiblo to maintain their 
position. Ectreat seemed tbeir ooly tneana of ex- 
trjoatjng tbGinsoWea from tbou' dilemma^ and tbe 
queHtii>[j of doing so waa under disruHsioii whmi tho 
sudden assault of Galdan happily relieved Fcyanku 
tVom a situation which threatened tbe losa of hid 
military renown^ Of tbe battle thai foilowod W4 
know only ihat Feyaiiku remained un the defeoaiTS 
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and aufiUined (xaldau's attacka for ttiree liourg, when 
he gave the signal for a charge. Tha wuHriaJ 
Eleutha HDon broku hof^re tbe doterminvd oaset, a 
disori.lei^ flight bc^aa, and GfLldan, Bccia^ that tbo 
day was loat, flod with a email body of followora, 
leaving hi»4 enmp find baggage to the vfoturti and 
two thoitruLnd of hid rnun dead €ii the £o]d. 

This victory oudcd tho war. Kaoghi, on hoaring 
of it, rotumod to Poking, having sent wi>rd to Fa- 
yanku to parane Gaidar witb unrelenliog vigor, 
there being no Bi^curity while he remained at large. 
The recent povrerFul chief was now at tho end of 
his r«80urco8. He fled for aafoty from camp to 
camp. Ho sent an envoy to Peking wilh aa abject 
offer to Burreiider. Ho made uqw ovurturea to tLo 
Itussiaoa, and aougbt m a dosen waya to escapo from 
tia imptaeablo onomios. But Foyanku kept up the 
puranlt, eeaaing only when word cflme to him that 
the f\igiLive wim doad. Anxiety, banlsbipR. chagrin, 
or, au Boiiio aay, the act of hia owd hand, bad car- 
ried off tho donort ehieff and relieved the emperor 
of China from the peril and g&ooyanca whioh had fio 
long Iron hied hlni. 

In Galiac died a man who, nndor more fortunate 
chvLimBtancee^ migbt have emulated aome of the 
fninoui^ Tartar cbiefs^ a warrior of tbc greateet akili, 
courage, and dailug, a ^^ formidable enemy^* to the 
OhinoHO empire, and ono who^ had the government 
of that empire been as weak oa it proved atrong, 
miglit have gather^^d all the nonaade under arms and 
(jverthrowii the dyuBAty. 

A few words muat aiifflca to onj the utorj of the 
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ElQUtbSn The death of Galdaa did not bring them 
to dubmi^BiaD, and ycEire atlcrwardct wo litid them 
hoatilQ to Chineae rule, and evon so dunng as to in- 
vadi^ Thibet, wliich K&nghi had uddeJ to \\h eaipire, 
Xhey t;kkLDg its central dtj of Lbusba, and carryiug 
to Ibu btoppo6 a vaet woolth m spoil EvoutualEy 
they wiJt-G subjocted to Cbinotie rule, but before tbia 
took jihiue £.11 evt^iiLofmuch intfresL occurred. Tbu 
T^urguu, au adjoiuiug Cjilmuck tribe, w«re ho im- 
ponliod by tho eamLty of tLe Elouthd tliat they 
took the important reaoluiion of migratiiLg to Ruasiti, 
marchiiii^ aurcM^ the Kirghiz atcppt;!^ und beeomJDg 
fuitbful Aubjecta of the cacu", who guvQ tbom a ncvt 
abiding'piaco on the banks of tho Volga. £Iuuy 
yoars afterwarda, in 1770, this Iribo, inspired by a 
htrong desiro to return to their own home, left the 
Volga and ctGSHcd Aula, dcupite all efforts to ch«ck 
their dlght, until tbcy reached again their naltvo 
Boib For the interesting story of this adventurous 
flight see " HiBtorleal TaleA^EutfaianJ* 
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During the past two &iid a half cent u Hen tlid great 
empire of China bas bean onder foreign rule, ita 
empt^rorfi. ita state officmh, its gotioralt:^ and trusted 
batcalioDB, bem^ of Tartar blood, and ihd wbolo 
imtioii being fortx^ci to woar. In the fibavml houd 
and pigtail of ^7^Yy man from the highest to tl»o 
lowcdt, a badge of Botvitade. The firm poaition 
gained by the Mant^hu djnaaty was largely duo to 
the uhility oftwo emperors, Kaughi and Keen Lung, 
who stamped out the spirit of rebellion in China, 
added. Thibet to the empire^ aad eonquorod Mon- 
golia, subduing thoae reacle^a tribes whieh for bo 
many (^Dnturien had been a sword in the «idG of the 
great empire of the East, Their able administration 
was sided by their long reigns^ Kun^hi being on the 
thi-one for sixty-one years, while Keen Lung abdi- 
cated after a reign of sixty yenrs, that he might not 
take from his esteemed grandfather the honorofthe 
lODgest reign. Keen Lung died throo years aftor- 
wardflj in 1799, tbuB bringing up the history of 
China almost to the opening year of the nineteenth 
century. Hi* eventful life Wi»s largely devoted to 
the consolidation of the Tartar authority, and was 
marked by brilliant military exploitfl and seat in 
promoting the iuterestB of China In all directions. 

3W 
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It h our purpose bero to tell tbe story of one of lLq 
tamouci military Qxploita of hia roign. 

The conquest of Thibet had brought the Chineao 
into contac^t with the bold mid rustleRB hill-trihes 
^hjch occupy tho region betwaen GbiDa and India. 
South of tho Himalaya rongo thoro oxiated sovoral 
Bitiall mouEitaiu stateaj itidependGQt ftllke of Mogul 
and of British niJe, &nd duflart in thoir mcunLain 
fustneeses of nil the great aurrouoding powers. Of 
th«fio auiali atatoa the moi^l important waB Noput, 
originally a. single kiogdom, but afterwards divided 
into three, which were Iti frequent hoHtiliLy with 
oao another Wctit of Nepal wati a amall clan, tbe 
Goorkbas, whose people were noted for their war- 
like daring. It ia with tbeee th&t we are here con- 
cerned. 

In 1760 the king of Bbatgaon, ono of the divisiona 
of Nepal, being tbrcjitencd by bia rival kings, begged 
aid from tho Goorkha chief. It was raadily given, 
and with A\n:h effect as to win the allies a »'\^im] fri. 
umpb. The eor^e of hiti victory roused the ambition 
of Narayan, tho leader of tbe Goorkhas, and by 
1769 tho three klngp of Nepal were either alain or 
i\igitivea in India and tbi^irfminlry had fallun under 
tbe dominion of lib recently inslgniSoant and little- 
con eidei'cd neighbor. 

Tbe Goni-kbah differed cauentially from the Nepal- 
ese in character They deapifled commerce and dia- 
liked atrrangers. War was thtiir trade, and thetr ag- 
groeeione soon disturbed conditions along the wbolo 
Himalaya range. The Qounahing trade which had, 
once exiHied hetwaeD India and Thibet by way of 
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iPfopal was brought to an end, nhilo tbo raids of tho 
dominant clnn on neighboring poi^Grs GxcitcJ gen- 
enil Hppreheusion. Twenty j'eart* nfter Iheir oon- 
queat of Nopal the iucursioDB of tbc Goorkhos into 
Thibet bot'amo bo boHous aa to dcmnud thi> attention 
of tiie Cbineae emperor, though no docided action 
waA taken for their aupproasion. But in 1790 an 
event occurred that put a Huddoa ead to thU supino 
indifforonce. 

The temples and lamaaarieB of TLxbotwore widely 
bdiavud to contain a gre&f Htcro of wealth, the re- 
ports of which prOTed highly alluring to the noedy 
aad daring warriorti of tho Qoorkha elan. The Chi- 
nese had shown no diepofiitioa to defend Thibet^ aad 
thin rich spoil aeemed to lie at the mercy of i^ay 
fldvonturoufl band etrocg enough to orercocao local 
opposition. In consequonce, the Goorkhna prepared 
for aa invasion in force of Ibe northern state^ and, 
with an army of about eighteen thoEisand men^ 
crossed the Himalayaa by the lofty passes of Eirong 
and Kuti and rapidly advanced into the country be- 
yond, 

Tho suddenness of this movement found the Thi- 
betans quito unprepared. Everything gave way 
before the bold invadorSi and in a short timo Do- 
garehi, tho second town of the stale, fell into their 
hands. This was the residnnco of the Tonhri Lama, 
ranking na^it to the Dulai in authority, and pob^cssed 
the Taet lamaaarj of Teshu Lumbo, Heh in accumu- 
lated wealth, wljich fell into the hande of the in- 
vjiders. A further advance would nndouhtedly have 
given them tho chief oity of Lhossaj since tha ua- 
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warlike populfitiOD fled In terror before their ad- 
vADCc, but thuir Aucceaa at Deguichi had bceo bo 
gTGat 0.9 to chock their march, mEinj' wcckfi boitig 
spent iu counting thoir ipoil and subduing the sur- 
roanding country. 

Me&nwbile urgent petlliona were A&nt to Pckiirg, 
and tbo old oniporor, arouaed to the necessity for 
prompt &nd docmic^e action, gave orders that aII 
availnbic Iroopa ehould at orco bo doppBlrhoiI to 
Lhaftwv and Tigovous preparations made for war. 
Within a fow months a Ohineeo army of Goronty 
thoueaiid mon, armed with fieveraE pieces of light 
artillery, hud raat^ijL'd Thiliet, where the Goorkhas, 
alarmed by the Jiumbere of tbeir opponvnis, made 
haaty preparations for a retreat. But their spoil 
wub HO abundant and bulky aB to delay their marchi 
and ibe Chinese, who were well commaoded, suc- 
ceeded in coming up with them before they hud 
croBBcd the mountain passes. The moTcmonta of 
the Chinese commander were ao fikilfully made that 
tb? retreat of the Gorirkhas without a battle for Lho 
safety of tbeir treasurea became Imposaible. 

Bund Po, the Chinoae general, according to tbo 
usual pructiee of his people, began by the offer of 
terms to the enemy, these being the surrender of all 
tbeir apoll and of a rcuegado lama whose tale of 
Ibo wealth of Thibet hod led to tho iuTaaion, Prob- 
ably aleo plocl^aa for better conduct in future were 
demanded, but the proud chief of the Goorkhrui 
haughtily refused to accept any of theao condittoiiH 
and defied his foes to do their worst. Of the batUe 
that fcfllowed nothing is Icuowu except itd result, 
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which wtm the rl^feat Btid hasty retreat of the in- 
VAclcrs, much of wbos« baggage wae loft behiod, 

Tha Chinoee do not ec«m to have sufiVred greatly, 
to Judge fVom the promptneee of their pureiiit, which 
was mads with ^nch rapidity that the Goorkhas 
were ovtirtukcii und agaiD defDatod before they had 
reached the Jtiroog pnsH, they being nciw obliged to 
abandoQ most of their baggaj;^ aad spoil The pur- 
BQit cTonliniied with an energy remark&hle for a 
Chinese army, the Goorkhas, bold as they were by 
nature, gro'sviiig riomoraliBod under Ihia iinJooked-for 
persiatence. Every oncouotcr refiultad in a defeati 
ihe fortfl whieb eommnnded the mountain paaaes and 
defiles were taken tn Aucceseion by Rund Fo^H army, 
and ho sliU proanod r&lonlloBsJy on. At a strong 
point called Kaaaoa the Goorkhas defended for three 
days a passage o^er a chasm, but they had grown 
TaiDt'hbBrled through Lheir Huccefit^ive defeatfl, and 
th[a post too fell Into the handa of tbeir enemy. 

The tnumpha of the Chinese had not been won 
wfihout xevere loss, both In their iW!qiient aesaulta 
upon inoujitain atrongholda and a detiperaie foe, and 
from the pf^nage of the anow-clad mountains, but 
they Qually Bucooeded tn reaching the BOuthern Blopee 
of the Himalayflfl with an effective force of forty 
thousand men. Khatmandu^ the Goorhha caplLalj 
lay not far away, and with a last effort of courage 
and despair the retrc^ating army made a ntand for 
the derenco of the Heat of their government. 

Thoir position wae a atrong one, Iheir L-oura^^e that 
of deeperatioD, and their valor and resolution so 
great that for a tim? they cheokei^ ttie muoh stronger 
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bQltalloQH c»r tbdr foes. Tbe Gbiuoso troope, difi- 
fapurlCDed by the oourogo with which the few but 
br&ve mountamoera held tbaJr worka, were filled with 
dtvoiAy. liiitl might hnve been repulsed biit for Ibo 
ruthless «uergy of X\mr leader, who was delerrDiaed 
at any coat to wio. Turning tho fire of his artillery 
upon hia own troopB, bo drove thom relentloaaly 
upon the foe, forcing them to a char^ that swopt 
thcin like a torrent over the Goorkba. works. The 
6ro of the guns was kept up upon tho mingled moss 
of combfltanu until the Goorkbaa were driven over 
B proL'ipice into the atrnam of tbe Tadi that run be- 
low. Bj thifl detiflivo act of the Chinese coramModer 
many of hia own men wore slain, but the enemy 
was practioally annihilated and the war brought to 
an end. 

The Goorkhas now bumbly eolicited paaea, which 
Sund Fo woa quite ready to ^rant, for his own loseea 
had been heavy and it was important to recrosfi 
tho mountains baforQ winter flet in. He therefore 
granted them peace on humiliaLing terms, though 
theao wore aa favorable aa they could expoot under 
the circumstancsa. Any fLii'ther attempt at rGfiist- 
ance against the overwhelming army of their foes 
mi^'bt have ended ia the complete destruction of 
their stale. They took an oath to keep the peace 
with Thibet, to acknowledge themselves vaaaale of 
China, to send an embassy with tribute to Peking 
every five ^cara, and to roslore all the plunder taken 
from Teabu Lumbo, 

Of the later bietory of the (roorbhaa aome words 
may he said, Tbeir raida into India led to a Britjah 
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inTaaion of tbeir country in 1814, and in 1816 tbef 
were forced to roAke peace. The celebrated Jong 
Bahadur became their ruler in 1846 throaj^ the 
Bummary proceBS of killing all his enemies, and in 
1657, during the Indian mutiny^ he oame with a 
strong force to the aid of the British, whose friend 
he bad always remained. In more recent wars the 
Goorkbaa have proved themselvea among the bravest 
soldiers m the Indian army, and in the late war 
with the hill-tHbes showed an intrepidity which no 
part of the army surpassed. The independence of 
their state is still maintained. 
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For fourorfiVQ thoueand yeare Cbina romfiined 
tHoIa-tcd ftom the rest of the (civilized world, its only 
relatioaa being witb the aurrounding peoples of lU 
own race, notably with tho TftrtarB of the stoppee, 
Tbec^ in tho ninoteentb century, the w&lL of ietila- 
tion Buddeuly broke down, and it wa« fbrced to enter 
into rdatioiks of Ir&de and amity witb Europe and 
Amorion. Tbid rovoluilon did not oomo about peace- 
fully, Tho thunder of cannon was nnCGesary to 
brcnk down the Chinese w&ll of fiechiaion. But tha 
rCBDlL seeniB likuly to prove of the greatest odvan- 
iQf^'o to tho Bo-cftlled Celestial Kingdom, It baa 
swnn/^ loose from its mooringa in the harbor of con- 
BorriLtiAm, and it is not aafe to predict bow far it wilt 
drifts but it IS safe to eay that a f&w years of foreign 
war havo doco as much for it oe hundrcdaof years of 
peace and iftolallon. 

From time to time in the past centuries Europeans 
made their way to Obina. Some were prieally en- 
Toy9, some misaionarioe. enrno, ae in tho case of tho 
Polos, traders. Afterwards came tbe JoBuit miasion- 
arios, who gained an important standing in China 
under tha early Manchu emperors, and were greatly 
favori^d by the cmporor Kangbi, After his death a 
change took place^ and they were gradually dnvea 
from the land- 
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The first foreign eiiToy reached Chinfl from RiiBAia 
ID 1&67' Another camo Id 1653, hia purpoat) bolng 
to o&tahlish froodom of trodo^ A century lator a 
troikiy W&8 made establishing a Byatem of overland 
tradi* between Russia and China, and ulnce Ihon a 
EuMian miesionarj atatioQ has exiHted in Poking. 
In 1&10 came tho &rflt vossel to China undor a 
European flag, u Portuguese trader Others fol- 
lowed, and trade begiin thrcugh Canton and other 
porta. But the foreign traders aoon began to act 
rather an pirates than as peaeeful rjeitore, and in 
the end the Chinese drovG them all away. About 
the middle of the sixteenth centurj a foreign settle- 
nieut waa bogun at Macao, oa an island Qoar tho 
BOatbeaet boundary of tho empirD^ and horo the trade 
grow t)o briBk that for a time Macao waa the richest 
trading-raart in EaHteru Anta. But so hnatile were 
the rolatiooa between tho Portagueae, Spaniah, and 
Dutch, and bo brigand-liko their behavior, thnt the 
Chinese looked upon them all aa piratical barbariaD^, 
and intert^ourse did not grow. 

The English bad their own way of oponiug trade 
relations. A fleet under Captain WoddoII oamo to 
Canton in 1637, and, as the Chinese fired upon a 
watering boal^ attacked and c-aptunid tho r>rtH, biirnt 
the councU-houfle^ carried off the guaa from the forte, 
and Bciflod two morchant junke. About fifty years 
aftvrwarda they were accorded trading privilegoa at 
CanLon and Ning-po. 

To England, indeed, ia due tho chief credit of 
openit^g up China to tho world, tbougb the way in 
which it was done is cot much to England's credit. 



W 




306 



HIBTOaiO^L TALES. 



This was by the famouo — or inf^mooa — opium war. 
But in another way Englaod waa the firat to hn^ok 
through the traditioral ceremonlea of iLo Chineeo 
court. All who approaehod the eraporor's tbrono, 
fOreiga ambaaaadors as well oa Chiueee subjects, w^re 
raijulrcd to perform tbo kotow, whicb consmted in 
kneeling three times before the emperor, or oven be- 
fore bis empty tbrone, and each time bowing the 
bead uatil the forehead tbi-ee times touched the 
marble flooring. Thiti was done by the RussiunB 
acd the Dutch, but the Earl of Macartney, who 
canio as English ambaaflador in 1703^ rofuaad to per- 
form the filaviah ceremony, and was therGfore cot 
permitied to see the emperor, Ibougli otherwiae well 
received. 

The firet ovont of lonpoHaaee iu the nJnoteenth 
oenturj, that century bo TJtal in the history of 
China, was the hoieting of the American flag at 
Canton in 1803, which marked the beginning of 
Amcrienn trade with the CeloBlial empire. From 
this time the trade of Caaton rapidiy grew^ until it 
became one of the granteat commercial dtiee of the 
wodd] while its morcaotile activity gave omploy- 
mcnt to mtllione of natives in all parLaof the empire 
in preparing articles of commerce, pnrtioularly tea. 
It wa8 aUo of great iniportanee tc the imperial gov- 
ernment from the revenue it furnifihod ia the vray 
of duty and proaenta. It ia of intoroet to note, how- 
ever, that ihe emperor and his conn looked upon 
theee pre^enU as the payment of Iribute, and the 
nationa that Bent them, unlcne^n to thomaolvea, were 
eet down aa vaaaale of tho Chinoeo crown. 
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We have now an impoptftnt foBtaroof the Cbmoaft 
trado to record. Opium was & (hvoriie arLkle of 
oojinumpLion in Chin.i, and its iiso there bmi given 
rifle \o on important induelry ia Briuah Jndia. in iho 
growth of the poppy. In the year 1600 the omperor, 
perceiving the growing evil in the use of opium by 
hiH people, iflttiied un rnliot forbidding ita introduction 
into ChinA. This did not check the trade^ ita only 
effect bcin^ to convert legitimate into smuggling 
traffic. The trade went on as briskly as before, the 
fluiuggli^ra being openly aided by venal oSletiLiH not 
only at Canton but at other points along the coast. 
By 1838 the disregard of the law, and the quantity 
of opium emuggled into the empire by small boats 
on tlie Canton River, bad becomo so great that the 
Peking goveroment dctcrmjood to take oiore active 
Btepa for the suppression of the illicit trade- At this 
time there were more than fifty email craft plying 
on the river under Llia English and American flags, 
moat of tbcin amugglers. Some of those were seized 
and destroyed, bub aa the others woro then heavily 
manned and armed the revonue offioera doclmed to 
iiiLisrrore with ihem^ and ibu contrHbaud trade went 
briskly on. 

At length the difSoulty reached a olimax. Arrests 
and pLtuisbmonts for (he use of opium became com- 
mon thriiughont the empire, three royal prinous were 
degraded for tbi^ practice, a commissioner with lai-go 
powers was sent from Poliiug to Canton, and the 
foreigners were ordered to deliver up every parUelo 
of opium in their store-ships and give bonds to bring 
no more, on penalty of death. As a reauLtj some what 
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moro than one thous&nd cheata were tendorod to the 

commifiaioner, but this was doelardd to bo not oaotigb^ 
and that official at once took tbo decisive meaaure of 
cutting off iho lood-supply from the foreign soltle- 
mont. This and other actiTo etopa brought about 
the desired roflull. Uaptain EllioCr the Britmh eupor- 
iotendent of c'ommGree, advised a complete delivery 
of all opium under British control, and before eight 
more than twontj thousand chests of the deleterious 
drug were Burrendered into hU handii, and were 
u^ered hy him to the oammissioner the next (lay. 

NewA of tbia event w&b Bent to Peking, and orders 
caiUD lack that tbo opium should he all deatrojcd - 
which was done effootivel/ by mixing it with ^alt 
water and lime in trenoheB and drawing off the mix. 
turu into an adjacent creek. Care was tfiken that 
none should be purloined, and one man was e^recuted 
on the spot for attompLing to steal a amall portion 
of the dmg^ Thus perished an amount of the valu- 
able Bubstance rated at coat price at nearly oleren 
million dollars. 

We hare described this event at some length, as 
it led to the first war between China and a foreign 
power. The deatruction of theopiupi deeply offended 
the Britiah government, and in the next year (IB40) 
Captain Elliot received an official letter to the effeot 
that war would be declared unless China abonld pay 
for the gooda destroyed. Aa China ahowed no inten- 
tion of doing 00^ an Bnglish fleet was sent to CLinoee 
watom in tho aummor of 1841^ whose admiral de- 
clared B blockade of the port of Canton, and, on 
July 5, bombarded and captured tliQ town of Ting- 
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li&L TatIoiih other places wera blockAded, and. aa 
the emperor rojccled all domandar the fli>ct mored 
upon Caoton, taking tho forts aloo^ tho river as lb 
advanced, Iq the end, when an attack had bocome 
Emmiacnt, Iho nuthoritios ranHoniud thoircit^ for the 
eum of sbt miUiou dollars. 

Bat Ihe ompcroT did not know yet tto strongth of 
the power with which be had to deal, and atill con- 
tioLHsl silt-ut and deflant. The fluet now mxWed north- 
ward, capturing iu BuucosflioLi Amoy, Cbin-hai, and 
l^'ing-pa Cho-pu was th« next to fall, and here the 
Macchu Tariara for the first time cacae into conflict 
with the English. Whoa defeatiiJ^ great numhers of 
them killed thumflulvtiti, £rat destroying their wivoa 
and children. The forta at tho mouth of the Yang- 
tse-Kiang were next token. Here the ^vernor-gen- 
oral took care to poet himaelf out of danger, but in 
a grandiloquent despatch declared that ha had been 
in tho bottcst gf tho fight, '^wbore cannon-balla in- 
numerable, flying in awful oont\;eiou through the 
expanse of heaven, fell before, behind, and on every 
aide, while in the distance were Tieible the Bhipti of 
the rebels standing croct, lofDy ad naountaina. The 
fierce daring of the rebolfi wa^inccneoivabie ; oDicerfi 
and men fell at Ihoir poBta. Every e (Tort to rodiat 
the onaeti was in vain, and a rotreat bocame inavi- 
lablo/' 

Tbe result was the capture of Shanghai. Tbe 
British now dotarmined on a aiega of the importanL 
city of Nanking, the ancient capital of China, Tho 
movement began with an attack on Cbin-Kiang-fu, 
tbe "Mart'river city," Hero » fierce asBault waa 
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mado, the Manchu garrison resisting with obetinate 
courogo. In tho end, of tho garriBon of four thou- 
Bftud only Gve hundred rcuiain^Hlf most of the otbera 
havmg killed (henibelves. ThtH vii^Lory i^eudarcHl Ihe 
capture of Narking certain^ 'tis food-eupply was 
ftlroady cndangorod by tho English oontrol of the 
river, and the uuthoritioa gave vr&y, Tho umperor 
WAS tiow oorivmced that further reaii^tance was hopc- 
lesSj and the truce ended in a treaty of pcut:e, the 
Chinoee gcvornuient agreoiug to pay tw^outy-one 
million doLlfiM indemnity, to open to BHtiah trade 
and reeidence the porta of CiinLon,Araoy, Foo-Chow, 
Ning-po, and Shanghai, and to cede to the English 
the island of Hong-Kong, with varioun minor etipu- 
latiouB- 

Thifl war, which waB fought w!th the di sere d! table 
purpose of forcla^ upon China an icjurious drug 
agalnab her wilJ, had novorthclesB fiOToral very uaufnl 
reautta. Other European nations hastened to claim 
the Hume privileges of tntde that were given Ibe 
EnglJah, and in 1844 a couimereiul tteaty waa signed 
botvreen China and the United States, in tho conduct 
of which a fevorable dispoeiliou towards Aniericatid 
was Bhown. The eventual result was the brcakittg 
dowu of Lhe borrierH of intolerance which had heep 
BO long maintained, that ancient and eclf-satlafied 
government being at iaet forced to throw open ite 
gates for the entrance of the new ideas of inter- 
national amity and ireedom of commerce. 

But much had still to be done before tbceo desira- 
ble rusulta could be fully aehieved. Hostile relations 
were not yet at an endj annoying reatncttona being 



HOW EtTROPK ENTERED CHINA, 



313 



placed on the prooiised ictercourae. In 185G a □&- 
tiro vessel flying tho British flag was aolaod by llio 
ChinQae^ who refusGd to fipologijio to the British for 
the fttit. Aa a rcflult, the city of CaotoD w&h bom- 
idrded and the forte were destroyed. A warllka 
dcmoitBiraticML woa dcoidud xipoa by (ircat Britaia 
and Franco, the first result being the total destruc- 
tion of the Chineao fleet und i\\Q eapluru of CaotoD. 
A rovisiun of iha former treaty and the concosaioQ 
cf greater privilogea woro domBDded, which China, 
"warned by the loaaou of the opium war, found itaelf 
obliged Lo grant. 

The Bogliflh and French, however, refused to treat 
at CaaLoa, ae tho Chinobo duairod, but sailed to the 
moulh of the Pei-ho^ the port of Peking^ up which 
stream their floetti proceeded to the city of Tientsin, 
llunr arrangements for u new treaty of coEnmerce 
and tbc opeoing of new ports woro zuodc, Russia 
and tho United Slates taking part in tho negotia- 
lions. But on proceeding lo tlie mouth of the Pel- 
ho In 1S59 to I'aliiy the treaty, the river was found 
to be obatructod and tho forta strongly armedn Tho 
AtaerJcan and Kussiau envoys were willing to go to 
Peking overland, in accordance with the Chinese 
requeatf but the British and Fj^iicL determined to 
force iheir way up tbe fitream and to take ae many 
Boldiera with them as they pleased. They attacked 
the forts, therefore, but, to their diaguat, found tbem- 
selves defeated and furced tu withdraw. 

This ropuLae could have but one result' It gave 
tho Chinese for the tlret time coufideuce in their 
ability to meet the foreiguer in warn Ii humllJuted 
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and oxfLapor&Ud tho Epglbh and Frooe^. They de- 
tvrmiaed now lo carry the war to tbo gslee of 
Peking and force Lbo Chixiesd lo acknowleiJ^ iha 
Bupromacy of the Qatioaa of the Weat, 

Tbo orenta of this war wo can give only in out- 
liQQ. Id the siimmorof 1860 a newuttAck waatnado 
on Ihe T^ku forta, tnx>p6 b^ing landud to aAia.\\ ihum 
in ibo rc&r, In which direction no arraDgemeat for 
dofoDCe had boeit mado. As a rtisult the forta fell, a 
large body of Tariar cavalry, which sought to atop 
the march of the allies wich bows, &rrowti, and 
Bp«ars, boiDg taught a Ighsod in modern war by the 
explosion of eholEe in tbcir ranks> Tho capture of 
Iho forta left Ibe way clear for a march on the capi- 
tal, which waa at once raado, and on the 5th of Oc- 
lobur, 1860, a European army £rat carae wtthta 
view of ihla long-hidden and mytjtoriouB city. 



THE BURNING OF THE SUM- 
MER PALACE. 



Tm "fioblime"" omperor, the supreme head or the 
great realm of China and Uh baiidredH of millioQn 
of pcoplD, dwolla in a magnificence and eocluaion un- 
known to tho mouarchfi of other landa. HIb palacd 
enploHure wilbir the city of Poking, the "^Purplo 
Forbidden City/* aa it in called, covera over half a 
Bquaro milo of ground, and i& eitrroundcd by a "wali 
forty feet high and moro than forty foot tbick. 
Within this Hacrad onclosure the Chinefta idei* of 
bt^aiity and magnifioeiico have bi^en devetoped (o Uit) 
fullest extent^ and tho ompcror reaidea in unap- 
pr^^achablo grundotir nnd alato, Outmdo tbo oity^ a 
few miles to the north, Ilea the Summer Palace^ an- 
othi^r locality on whieh tbo C^Io^itial architects and 
landacape artists have oihauated their gentui* in do- 
TJ^ng Bcenea of beauty and oharm, and which ia 
Bimi ] a Hy walled in from the poraraon herd. Beyond 
thi? Ureal Walt, on the bordera of Tarlary, eiislfl 
another palatial ciicloBure, the hunting and pleo-^ure 
grounds of the omperor, in the midst of an immonsa 
fbreat abundanTly stocked with game. To rhe latter 
hifl Hupreme mnjeaty made hia way with all hante uu 
hearing of the rapid approach uf the Kngli!*h and 
Freneh anniee. In truth^ the ^at raonarchs of tho 
Uanchu dynaaty had paaaad away, and the feeble 
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reigning emperor lucked the courage to fight for hU 

throae. 

Od tto Gtb of Oclobcr, I860, the jiEEicd armiea of 
Kogland aod Franco approiiched Lhe CDleaiiAl ca|)i- 
tal. the offieers obtainitig Ihtrir first 7iew of it£ fnr- 
fitreLchJQg wall from the topfl of bodqo grius-gronn 
brick kilns. On tbc no^t d&y tbo march woa to- 
Bumed, IhQ FreDL'b force advancing upoa Lhe Sum- 
mer Palaee, where it was hoped the emperor would 
he found, the Eughah directuig Ibeir course lowarda 
the city, whoro a Tartar picket woa driven id and 
preparatioDa ware b^gun for aa asBault iu force, 

The Summer Pular^e WHft found in charge of i*ome 
three hundred cutiuchfi, whom Frlnco Kung, who 
had JcR in all hasto the eroning before, had ortlcred 
to make a galkot defenco. But the entrance gave 
way before the impetuous aHsault, of the French, a 
few of iha JefenderM fell doud or wounded, and the 
remainder beat a btxsiy retreat, Icaviug the gr&nd 
enirauee to the Yuon-mmg-yueD, the famous im- 
perial renidenco^ in the haude of tbo daiiug and dia- 
respectful "barbarians.*' 

Into the grand rcceptioD-ball, which none had 
heretofore entered except in trembling awe, tho 
irrevoront foreigners boldly made their way, tbeir 
spurred hoels ritigiug on tlie broad marble floor be- 
fore the emperor'a oaered throne, their loud voices 
resounding through that apacious hall where ailenoe 
and ceremony HO long had reigned supreme, aa the 
awed courtiers approached with silent tread and 
voicelesi) respect the throne of the dreaded Brother 
of the &u.a and Moon. 
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"Imagino aucb a scene" sayo Swmboo. *^The 
emperor is seated on his ebony tbrotie, nttii-ed in 
$. yellow robe wrought over with dragons In gold 
thready his head eurmonntod with & spherical crowa 
of gQ\d and prooiotiB Btoaoa, wilb poarL drops bub- 
poodod round on light gold chains. Ilia eunucha 
&nd ininiAtera, io court coatume, are rangod on either 
side on their kneeH, and his guard cf honor and mu- 
aioians drawn up in two lines in tbo court-yard wJtb- 
ont. The n&me of the dietinguiehed poreoii to bo 
introduced is called out, and as he approaches the 
band striken up- He drawa near the awful ihronc, 
and, looking meekly on tho ground, dropfl on his 
kneea before tho oeoti^l etcpfi. He romovca his hat 
from hia hoad, and placefl it on the throne floor with 
ita peacock feather towards the imperial donor. The 
omporor moves hia band, and down gooa the humble 
head, and the forohoad Htrikes on tha stop throe 
timea three. The head h then rained, but the eyea 
are abilL meekly loweredj aa the imperial voice in 
thrilling accents pronounces the behoat of the gteat 
master. The voice hushed, down goes the head 
again and acknowlodgea the sovereign right, and the 
pririlogud iudividual ia allowed to withdraw. Tho 
scene do3eribed is not imaginary, but warranted by 
the accounts of natives. 

'^How difTercDt the aceno no\vt The hall filled 
with crowda of a foreign soldiery, and the throne 
floor covered with the Coloatial emperors choicest 
curios, but destined as gifts for two far more worthy 
monarcha. 'See here/ aald General Montaiiban, 
pointing to them. ^I bavo hod a few of the moat 
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brilliant Lbinge ecloctod to bo divided betvrocn the 
CJuoon of Groat Britain Bud th© Bmporor of the 
French !' " 

Geiioral Montaubau bud declared tbat do looting 
should tiiko plnco until the British came dp, that all 
might have iheir equal ahare, but thofioroe defliroof 
the Franeh soldiers for spoil could not ofleily bo re- 
fitrnruod. Even the officers were no better, and as 
the rooms of the pakco wcro boldly explored, " geld 
watchesand email vntunbles wero whipped up by theeo 
gcnilemen with am asing velocity^ and an Rpeedily dis- 
appeared iuto their eapaciouc poi/keti^/' Tnto tbo 
very bedroom of the omporor the unawod viBitcra 
mado their way, aud gazed w^th curiouB eyoa oo 
tho imperinl couch, curtained over and covered with 
BJlk muttrtii^sefl. I'ndor Uio pillow was a small silk 
bnndkorchief, with sundry writings in the vormllioQ 
peneil conecrQing tho '^ barbarian s^" whtU on a tabia 
lay pipes nnd other articien of daily use. On au- 
otber table was found the English treaty of 1858, 
whoae terms were boou to be largely modified. 

Meanwhile tho nimble- fingered Frenoh soldiora 
had not been Idle, and the camp was fhll of articles 
of ?aluD or interest, fiilks and eurios, many of tbem 
rare priBcs, watches, pencil-cftsee sot with diamonde, 
jewelled vaees, and a host of other eostly trifles, 
chief among which was a string of Kplondid pearls 
exLibited by one officer, eucli pearl of the hIko of a 
marble and the whole of imraenao value- 
On Sunday moruingf the 7th of October, tho orders 
against looting were withdrawn, and otQcers and 
men, Bnglish and French alike, raabcd excitedly 
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abrxLt the pTaOd* fippropriftting evQry v&luflhic which 
U wan within thmr powor to carry. What could 
not bo carried away was dcHtroyedn a spirit of wan- 
ton dcatruclion ec^nnng to animata ihcm all, Somo 
Amiiacd tbemeolvQB by ehooting nt th<^ ch on dele era, 
otberH by playing pitrfa'Und-LosB ugaiusL iar^ and 
costly mirrora^ while Bomo arnnid Ihomsolvcfl with 
cluba and amaahod to pioct*fi ovorj'thinj^ too hoavy to 
bo oflrried, ftniahing the work by eetiing on firo tha 
emperor's private roHidence. 

Tboae who paid more hoed to obacrration than to 
deatructiou havo givon us iDtorosting; acoounU of tho 
Summor Pfllace and ii.a Burroaodingti, rohoae vast on- 
closuro extoinled from thu placu where tho Prunch 
entered to the foot of tbe Hrat ran^c of hilla Dorth 
ofPoking, siy oreeven miloaawny- Over this broad 
fljttont were schtterod gardona, palflCfts, lomples, and 
pagodas on (orracea and artificial hills. Rome of 
tbme were like tho one ecen by Marco I'olo in tho 
palace encloauro of Sublfii Khan, boing from throe 
hundred to four hundred fe«t in height, their sides 
covered with foront^treofH nf all kindH. thmugh wIioho 
foliage the yellow-tilcd palace roofa appeared, la 
tho midetof thcflo hiiJa lay a largo lako^ ooatmning 
two or three inlands, on which were pieluresquo 
bulldiiign, the iHlaiidti being reached by quaint and 
beautiful Btone bndgoa, 

Un one aide of the lake ran the favorite walk of 
tho emperor and hU conn, winding in and out for 
more tban tw[> milen among gruttOH und flower- 
gardcDB, roofed in by flowering croepora. Where 
palacofl touched the water'a edge tho walk was 
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Cftpried past on light but beautiful stono lonraeoa 
built over Iho Inka. Graixteur wbh adi^i^d to the 
general benuty of the ac«no by tbd bigb mouDtaina 
of Tnrtfliy which rose io tho roar. 

The work of looting was followed by & ealo of the 
spoil under the waIIh of Pekiug, the auction (>on- 
tinuing for three day&y during which a Large quitntiLy 
of valnablo plunder was diepoeod of. Miiuy of tho 
Freoch ofQeera had aoi^oired coitsidorfible foriunoa, 
and numbem of thoir men were nearly a^ well aup- 
plied. For Beveral daja intoxication and diaordor 
provailodi wbilo the digposition to plunder wqh ea- 
tended from the palftce to the nelghboriug villageB. 

Afeanwbife the preparations for ao ausault on Pe- 
king had gone forward. The Anting gate waa the 
point fielectod, the Chinoso being given until tho 13th 
for a peaooful surrender. Aa noon of that day drew 
near, tho gunners stood by their piece**, & storming 
party excitedly awaited tho order to chiirge aa sooii 
aa a breach had been naado, and General Napior, 
"watcb Id hand, timed the alow minutea. Five min- 
Titea to twelve arrived. The general wan nhnoat on 
the point of giving tho order, tho guonera wera 
growing eager and excitod, when Coioool StopUon- 
Bon came galloping hastily up with the news that tho 
gate had been surreudorod. In a few minutes more 
it was thrown open» a party of Britieh inarched in 
and took poBseaaloD, and the Froacb followed with 
beatiog drums and flying flags, forcing the uativea 
back as they advanced. 

That aflernoon several priaooers wore roetored to 
the allioa- Tboy proved to have been inhumanly 
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treated and woro in a condition of foorTuI omacia- 
tion, whilo Iho bodice of aovoral who had died woro 
nl90 given up, among tbem thut of Mr. Bowlbyi vor- 
rertpondent of the London TVnjes, TbU npeuLikde 
ai-ouficd the greatest indignatloD in the British camp, 
A torriblo rotribulion migbthavo boon inflicted upon 
Peking hud not & promise of it8 Bafotjbeen given if 
the gato wero eurrendored. But the emporor's rural 
retreat lay at iho moroj of the troops, and Lord El^'in 
^&vo orders that its palacoB t^bould be IcvellLKl with 
tbe grounds The French rofUaed to aid in this net 
of vaiidnlisTM, wlitcb they atrongly eoniemnorl, — & 
Tordiijt which han since boon that of the civilised 
world. But Lord Elgin woa fixed in bJe purpo^, 
and the work of doatruption went on. 

Soon Harntis uppunrL^d above tho dovotod strucburoH, 
and long celumna of emolto row) to tlie flky, increM- 
ing in width and donsity an the day waned, until tbe 
canopy of smoke bung like a vast atorm-oloLid over 
Peking, and iho «orrowfhl eyes of ihoi^ on the wilIIh 
saw tlie Subbing &re ibab told of tbe ewiit destruc- 
tion of wliat it had taken oonturios to buildn For 
two dflya the work of ruin in the imperial grounds 
want on, the Boldiors carrying away what tliey uould 
ftom the burning huildingBi though avast amount 
of property woe dcatroyod, iLo losa being oetimatod 
&t a value of over ten million dollars. 

Tbronts were now made that unlesa componsntion 
should be paid for the British subjects malti'eated 
and murdered, and tbe ti<eaty signed within a Rxed 
period, tbe palaoo in Poking would be aaizcd and 
other tite^is of violet tco ulcen. 'Hiere was no redreEia 
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for tbo Cbinoao- Thoy wero in tbe praap of thoir 
fo^a and wero obliged to BubmiL On the :^4tb, Lord 
Elgin WA8 earned in sULe in hh greon tiefis^o-cbiiir 
through the priocipal street of tbe city, attended 
by ft tbroe of about eight Ihoueaod soldiore, while 
mahitiideB of Chinese viewed tbe proceflaion with 
curitHifl eyes. PHdou Kufig awaited hira in a large 
balln and here tbe Treaty of Tteu-tair, to obtain a 
raUticaUoQ of which the allioe had come to Peking, 
wiis formally executed. At the olose of tb« o^r*- 
monienthe pn'ncQ l«ndered a bmiquet, but the Brititib 
dcclinod tbo proffered honor, fearing that tboy might 
be poitioned by the Chinese oooka. A eimilar ban- 
quut offered to the French on tbo fQllowiog day was 
roadijy accepted, and none of them suffered tlirougb 
tboir faith in the honor of their host. 

Since the date of this w&r the procesa of opening 
China to ihanalionBof the Weet baa gone unco&fijtjgly 
on. the policy of excluHion of that old nation slowly 
but fltcadily giving way. En 1873, on the young 
emperor Tung-chi attaining his irmjonty, the long- 
rafiiaed audience witb the emperor without perform- 
ing tbo kotoiD was granted^ Lbe ambassador of Japan 
beiLig drntreoeived, and after him thoae of the United 
Sial^, Russia, Great Britain, Frnn<?o, and thoNothor- 
lands. For the fital time foreigners wero permitted 
to tftatid erect and gaze with upliited eyes on ** tha 
ftacreii counleoance," and the equality with the em- 
peror or tbe mooarche of the Weet waa acknowledged 
by tbo CeleHlifll court. 



A CHEAT CHRISTIAN MOVE^ 
MENT AND ITS FATE. 

Tbe Chin^He are a peculiar people, and have odd 
idena of the powwr and duly of their monJirchB and 
of ihcir own rtghta and duties. Id thoir country no 
eon baa the ri^ht to resiaL bin father, ovon if ho be 
trenlod with tyrannical ortielty But in regard to 
the emperor, though they look upon him uh the father 
of hih people, thuy ulaim thij ri^^ht to depose him and 
put him to death if ho plays the tyrant. So long as 
bo rulea with justice and wisdom both miin and 
Daiure flcknowlodge his authority, but if he violatew 
the principles of juBtice and fjcoodneas the Cbinaman 
claima the right to robol, whilo sueh evils of nature 
ofl pestilenco and fflmine, destruotiro fltoruja and 
earthquakes, are held ns proofs ihat Heaven Ea with- 
drawing from thu woak or wicked emporor the right 
to ndo. 

The history of tho empire is full of infltances of 
popular reteUionfl againht oiTonding rulers^ Home 
que 11 od» others hurling the monarch ii-om hiH thron(>, 
and in thia way most of tho old dynai^tie^ ended nnd 
newoQOfl began. Tho course of events brought about 
ench a Htate of atTatrs tn the nineteenth century. 
Though the nhineso have Daver been contont with 
their Manchu rulcre, thoysubmittiid to thorn aa long 
Afl they wero just and publie-epirited. But in time 
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Uiia djnftst^ Buffered tlio fate of all otherB, wonk 
cmporor!) fuNowing tho atrong ones, and in the 
reign of tbo ircompeteTit £ea-l£iri^, "who i^uocaoded 
Ktten Lung, relwllioiiii broko out in n do£on qunr- 
ton, piratoe ravaged thu coast, and the disntfoctiai] 
extended ihroaghoat tho r^Mtlm. 

In ItiilO thia weak etnperor died, and was anoooodod 
by Taini'kwang, who proved even Iosh fit to rule than 
liirifutber, dovutitjg himatitrto tho puivult ofplcahura 
ftnd loaving tho empire to take care of itself. Soon 
new robole were in the field, whom the armioe proved 
unahle to put down, and the diflorgnnization of the 
eijipiro made rapid pro^resH. Even the Meaou-tHte* 
or hill-trihes, tho doHoendants of the flrst inhubitantfi 
of the country, rose in arms and defeated an army 
of thirty thousand men. War with the English 
added to the diaconlont, which grew greater until 
1650, when the emperor died and bla sou Ueen^fung 
flHcondod the throne. 

Thi^ was Roiiig from hnd lo worse- The new em- 
peror was dliU atore sei£ah and tyrannical than his 
father, and under tho control of his craving for eon- 
Rual pleasures paid no heed to tho popular cry for 
reform. The dih*eonlent wna now coming lo a head. 
In the south broko out a revolt, whose leaders pro- 
clAimod as emperor a youth aaid to be a desocTidnnt 
of tho Miug dynasty, who took the royal name of 
Tosn-tih, or *' Heavenly Virtue," But he and hia 
followers aeon vanished before another and abler 
aspirant to the throne, the firat man with a genius 
for command who bad headed any of these rebel 
outbreaks^ 




A OEZAT CHaiSTUN MOVEilENT AND ITS PATE, 32& 

The leader of thia remarkable movement eprang 
from the lowest ranks of the praple^ bcitjg th^ son 
of a peasant dncltieg in a yiilagD near Canton, 
Hung SeW'taeiien was a man of ardent imaginatioa 
and religiouH eDtbuBJasm. Strange viHionB cama to 
him, and held him captiTe for some forty daj8» m 
which the visitors of his dreaming fancy urged him 
to deatroy the idcla. Some years afterwards he read 
ft Christian pamphlet containing cliapLur^ froin the 
Scriptures, and found it to correflpond closely with 
what he had aeen and heard in his vision. Inspired 
by theae various iaQuenoes, he felt bimaelf divinely 
commiHHtoned to rtntora bis country to the worabjp 
of the true God, and ueb out on a mission to convert 
the people to hie new faith. 

Fung-Tun-aan, one of hifl first converts, ardently 
joined him, and the two traversed the country far 
and wide, preaching the religion of the Chriatian 
God, Their Bucceaa was groat, their converla all 
giving up the worship of Confucius and renouncing 
idolatry. Some of them were arrested for destroy^ 
ing idola, among them Fung-Yun-aoji, but on the way 
to priaon be converted the soldiers of bis guard, who 
aet him free and followed him oa diseiplee* Many 
of the converta were aeiEad with eonvuiHion^, ^oiao 
professed to have tha gift of healing, and the luove- 
mont took on the phase of atrong roligioua ecstaay 
and enthuainam. 

It was in 1S50 that this effort aiisumed a political 
character. A largo force of piraten had been driven 
by a ilritisb fleet from the eea, and on ahore they 
joined the bandits of the south, and became robeta 
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agRinet the Mancbii rule, Hung's converts were 
moiiilj among this people, who hooq took a atroiig 
uUnd against tho miaral© of tbo Tartars. TLo moTO- 
znoQt i^rev rapidly. From all aidee rocruiU came to 
the rebel ranka^ among thom two wom^o cbiefs^ each 
at the head of ^ktvout two thouHund mee. Uuog oow 
proclaitcod lainmelf as eent by Ueavon to dni^o out 
the Turlarfr — whom he declared to be examploe of 
all that was base and vile — aad to place & Chineee 
empergr od liia country's tbrotie. 

Pattiag hia forces ic march, Hung mads a remark- 
able progreee of libout one thousand miluB to Woo- 
chang OD the Yang'tdo-EIfiDg and down that stream, 
tho army figbUng it8 way through all oppoaitioa. 
W^ben townfi and citiee submitted their people were 
Hparod, Sl&aghtor awaited IhoBO who rceiated. Food 
and clothing were obtained by requlsitioa on the 
people. The imperia.! troops were hurled back in 
defeat wherever met. Before battle it waa the cus- 
tom of the ineuTgenta to kneeE down and invoke the 
protection of God, after which they would charge 
their euemiea with reaidUofla zeal. City nftur eity 
fell before them, and the whole empire regarded tbeir 
march with eurpriao and dismay- 

Tha converts professed faitb in the Cbrietian ScHp- 
titre!^^ of which an imperft'ct translation wns distrib- 
uted among them. Hung announced that in caae of 
Bucoeas the Bible would be substituted for tbeworka 
of CoofUeiua. The Sabbath waa etriclly observed 
among them, forms of prayer to the Supreme Being 
were in constant use, and Euglittbmon who came 
among thccu spoke ia the highest terms of their 
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pioue devotion and their groat kiodlinoas of fooliog. 
They welcomed Europesins as '* brethren from acroM 
the «ea" and as fellow-worahippers of *'Yesu.*' 

From Woo-chang Hung led his army In 1852 down 
the river toi^arde Nankinj^^ which bo bad fisod upon 
QB th« capital of bia Dew ompire. Tho disnffcclion 
of tbe people of Nanking wiia bo great that libLlfi 
roaifltanco was mode except by the Tartar garrleon, 
who wore all put to death when the city fell. Being 
now in possefision of tho ancient capital of tbo king- 
dom, Hung proelaimcd himeeir emperor unJer Llje 
name of Teen Wangj or "Heavenly Kiog," giving lo 
hia dynaBtj' the title of the Tai-ping* 

And now for a number of years victory followed 
every movement of the Tai-ping army. Four l<!ad- 
ing citioa of Contral China wore quickly occupied, 
and a brilliant march to the north wob begun, in 
i;phicb, cutting ]octSQ ffoia iU base of aupplias, the 
rubtil host forced ila way Lbroiigh all obetacles. The 
army penetrated as f^r north as Tien-teia, and Pe- 
king itBelf waa in imminent peril, being aared only 
by a Bovere ropulae of the rebel forces. The ad- 
vaDi;e of ibe BriLif^li and French upon Peking aidiid 
the cause of the insurgents, and fear of them had 
much to do with the prompt BUrronder of the city 
to the foreign invaders, 

Atler the war the tide of the insurrection tamed 
and its decline began, mainly through the aid givec 
by tho English to the government Forcofln Ignoring 
the fftot that ihe movement wan a ChriHtian one, and 
miglkt have gone far towards eHLublisbing ChrinU- 
aniLy among the ObincHo, and friendly relations with 
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foreigi! peoples, the Eugttah eeomed mnialy gov- 
ornod by Iho circumatance tbat opium waa pro- 
hibited by tLe Tai-ping gOTernment at Nauking, 
tho Iradt! in Lbis pernrtikius drug proving a far 
Btrougur ijLlorcBt with thuai Lbuu iLo hupaful resulla 
from ibc mie^ionary movcmciit, 

Oporations a^j^fit the inaurgents took placo 
through iho treiity ports, aod Uritish and French 
troops uldtid llio impurml forcoH. The BrlLinh crui^ 
era treated tho Tai-ping junks aa ptraloa, bocLueo 
Ihoy captured Chineae V€«^oIb, and the soldiore and 
A&ilora of Great Briliun look, part in forty-tbrao baU 
tloa and maaaacrca in which over four hundred tbou- 
eand of the Tm-pingB wci'o killed. Moro than two 
miJIione of them are said to have died of elarvatioD 
in the famine oaused by tho oparatioDB of the Chi- 
nese, Britij^b, and French allies. 

General Ward^ an AmcricaiJ, lod a forco of nativoa 
agaiaat them, but their final overthrow waa dua to 
the famouH Colonol Gordon, *' Chinuno Gordon/' aa 
he waa euhacquontly known. He wa& not long in 
organiEinff ihu imperial troops, tho ** Kvcr-Victorioua 
Army," into a powerful force, and in taking the field 
against the roLels. From that day their fortunes 
declined. City aflor city was taken from their gar- 
risoQB, and in July, 1364, Nanking was invcBted with 
an immeuao arm^v Ita fall ended the hopc« of tho 
Tai-ping dynasty. For threo days tho slaughter con- 
tinued in ita atrceta, while tho new omijcror avoided 
tho Bword of tho foo by auicidc- Those who escaped 
£ed to their formor homoA, whoro many of them 
joined baiida of banditti. 
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Thus came to a diBastrone end, through the aid of 
foreign arms, the most remarkable inaurrectionaiy 
movement that China has over known. What would 
have been its roeult had the Qhineae been left to 
themBelvea it ie not easy to say. The indications are 
fitrong that the Manchn dynasty would have Mien 
and the Chinese regained their own again. And the 
Christian fkith and worship of the rebels, with thdr 
marked i^iendllnoss to foreignera, might have worked 
a moral and political revolution in the Chinese em- 
pire^ and lifted that ancient land into a far higher 
position than it occupies to-day. But the interests 
of the opium trade were tbreatenedj and before this 
all loftier considerations had to give way. 
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"Wb Uoto thuii far followed Iho courso of two dia- 
tinot atraams of hlflloryj that of Japan and that of 
Cliiiia, flowing near each otlior, yet touching at very 
few points in their courae. Near the end of the mno- 
teenlh century tbeso two stroams flowed together, 
and the histories of the two countries beeame one, 
in the war in whi^b tlieir diflbreuco in mililarj skill 
was ao titrilimgly displayed. J apan made use of tho 
lessons which it bad well learned in ils forty j'^ars 
of intercourse with Europe, CInna fought in the 
ohsfiletti farilkion of & pattL uge. Ab a result, the cum- 
berBome mediteval giant went down before the alert 
modem dwarf^ and tho people of Eftstwrn Asia were 
taugljt n now and astounding loi^son in the art of 
war- 
Between China and Japan liea the kingdom of 
Coroa, separated by a river from the former, by a 
strait of the ocean fVom the latter, elnimetl as a vas- 
eal stale hy both, yet proflorring its individuality aa 
a state a^aiast the pair. It has ofloa been ia?aded 
by China, but never conquered. It bos twice been 
invaded by Japan, as dcaonbed in preceding tales, 
and made tributary, but not Conquered* Tlius it re- 
mained until the end of the ninotoonth century, when 
it wae to biicome the cause of a war between tbo two 
rival empirea. 
330 
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During the long hiutory of China nnd Japan theee 
counlriea very rarely came into conflict wilh aach 
other. Oaly once has China invaded Japan, when 
Kublat Khan, the Mongol eroperor, attempted ita 
conquest wilh a groat fleet, the fate of which w© 
huTO already told. This effort had ile indueace upon 
Japan, for during the Buccooding threi> conturioa 
piraleu from the iilacd empire boldly raided the 
coafit of Cbina^ devaBtating the raanlime pravinceH 
and eausicg imm^nBo lose and euffering. Tbej oJ^on 
built forta on the ehore, irom which they aallied forth 
to plunder and burn, keeping their ahips at hand 
ready to fly if defeated. Thua thej- went on, plundor- 
ing and destroying, their raids reaching a ruinoua 
Btago ID 1553 and Iho euccooding years. They de- 
feated the ChlreHe troops in several battles, ravaged 
the whole Hurroutiding couatry, carried ofT ImnionHe 
quantitioa of spoils Hold multitudes of priBoncra into 
slavery, and in seven or eight years ataughtcred over 
one hundred thousand soldiers and citizens of China. 
The raida reaembled thoae made at an earlier date by 
the Normans on the coaat of Franco and the Datiea 
on that of Bnglandf the sea-rovers pouncing down 
at unexpected times and places and plundering and 
burning at will. 

Theae foraya of the piratea^ in which the govern- 
ment took no part, wore followed in 1592 by aa in- 
vaeioQ in force of tho kingdom of Corea. In this 
the invadera rapidly awepl all before them, quickly 
overrunning the southern half of the kingdom and 
threatening China. The Chinoso then came to the 
aid of their helpleds neighbor, and for six years the 
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wriT went od, the JapanoBo being usually auccoeaful 
ia Ibo lield, but i^aJuolly forced bock from want of 
auppLies, an the couiitry wnn devtLHt&tud and liitiEr 
own laod Jiatsint. In tho cud Uideyoebi, the sbo- 
gun, died» ond tlio army was withdrawn, Japan hold- 
iog the port of Fuaan ae the eote result of its i^ostly 
effort. This Corean port it still retaina. 

And BOW thrco hundred years passed away in 
which Coroa r^jmaiDod froo and isolatod from Iho 
world. It wanted no more ictercourse with fbr- 
dgDOJTi, Onco a year a Tair was held in ibo neutral 
Bono between China and Coroa, but any Chinaman 
Jbund on Corean soil after tho fair ended was Jiablo 
to be put to daath. The Japanese were kupl out by 
laws as severe- In fact^ the doors of tho kingdom 
ware closed againat all of tbrotgD births tho coasta 
carefully patrolled, and beocon-fii-ee kiitdled on the 
hill-tops to warn the capital wherever any strange 
vobsel onuie witliLa sight. All foreigners wrecked 
on the coaet wcro to be bald aa prisoners until death. 
Such was the threatened fote of some .Dutch sailors 
wrecked there during the seventeenth century, who 
escaped after fourteen years' confinement. Dread 
of Ciiina and Japan induced the king to send envoys 
with tribute to Poking and Yedo, but the tribute was 
small, and the isolaUon was maintained, Corea win- 
ning for itself the names of tho Hermit ^Nation and 
the Forbidden Land. 

It was not until within recent yeare that this 
policy of iflolation was overthrown and Corua optiied 
to tbo world. How this was done may bo briefly 
toJd, In spite of tbo Corean watchfulness, somo 




C0&K4 ANT ira nF^IOHDORS. 



333 



French mieaionnries long Bgo penetrntcd into tho 
luEid and nacio riiart^^ converts, who wnm jiriiirn'arjH 
severely pGrsecuted. French floota wore aent tbore 
jn 1866 and later^ and a figbt took placo In wbieh 
tho Froncli were repul^ied. In conHeqiietice the per- 
secution of tbo OLrbtinnH grevr more severe. Wur- 
ehips were sent hy different nations to try to open 
trade, but in vain, and finally an American trading 
ve»i3el was deBtroycd and its erew nm^^acred. 

Thin affair brought a fleet from tbe United States 
to tho coast of Corca in 1871, which, being fired on 
from the Bhore, attacked and onpturod five Corean 
foris. Tha opening of Coroa wnm finally due to Japan, 
In I87S tba Japanese did what Commodore Perry 
had done to them^jlvos tvcnty-two yoara boforo, A 
fiiict w&fl Bcnt which sailed up wilbin eight of 8oou!, 
tho capital} and by & display of men and guns Toreod 
thegovemmenL to sign a treaty opening the country 
to trude through tho port of Fusan- In 1880 Cbo- 
mulpo wae ai^o made an open port. Two years after- 
warda a Unitod States fleet obtained niniilar coneeS' 
sions, and within a short time nio'^t of the countries 
of Europe wore admitted to trade, and the long 
isolation of the Hermit Kingdom waa at an end. 

These events wora followed by a rivalry betweao 
China and Japan, in which the latter country rthowed 
iteclf much tho more DCtivo and alert. Imposing 
Japanese oon^nlates wore built in ^eoul^ flourishing 
seltlemonlH were laid ont, and energelit; steps taken 
to make Japan the parnmouut power in Corca, As 
a roenlt, tbo Coronns became divided into two fac- 
tions, a progreaaive one which favored the Japanese, 
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And fl conaervaLive one which wss more la toucTi 
with the backw&rdnveH of Chiua and wliose uieoibera 
haiod iho Mirring islanderfi. 

In 18S2 a plol wae formed by the Min faction^the 
active elGment [n the conaervative parly, lo drire 
thti Japaaese out of Sooiil. The iatruders ward nt- 
tnckod, & number of thera were mardercd, aocl the 
miDiflter and others had to fi^ht their way to the 
aoo-nhore, whore they eauaped on a junk- Two yeara 
iiiterwjLrds a eimilor outbreak took place^ and the 
JApnrcse were once more forced to fight for their 
livoa from Seoul to the sea. On this occasion Chi- 
nuHe RolJierfl aided (hu Corean«, nn act whii^h threat- 
ened to involve Japan and China in war. The dis- 
pul« w&Q eoLllod in 1SS5 by a troaty, io whioh both 
countriea agreed to withdraw their troopa from Coroa 
and to Hond no offlfers to drill the Corean troops. If 
at any future lima diaiiirbunece should oatL for the 
eendiog of troops to Coroa, each couolry tmiflt notify 
the other before doing bo- And th^, for niao years, 
iho rivalry of the foreign powers ceased, 

Jfoauwbila internal discontent wae rife in the Co- 
rean roalm. Tho people were opproeacd by hoavy 
taxea and the other evila of tyranny and miagovem- 
ment, excited by the poliiiettlqiieatioriB described, and 
stirred to great fueling by the lubore of the Christian 
midHionariea and tho poreecution of their eonverta. 
On« outcome of this waa a new religioua aeot. At the 
Bame time that the Tai-ping rebels WL-re apreadiug 
thdr new doctrines in China, a prophet, ChoiChei- 
Ou by narce, livo^a in Coroa, who taught a dot;trine 
made up of dogmaa of tlie lhre& reiigioua of China, 
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with (4ome ChriaUan \<\e&6 thrown m. This prophet 
^a» seised na a Roman Catholic ia 1 865 a od executed, 
but Ilia followers, kaown as Iho Tou^-Huka, held 
firm to XhGiT faith. Id 1893 some of them appoar^d 
with eDmplaintdof ill uuage at Ihe kingH palace, mid 
in Mart^h, 1894, they broke out in open revolt, and 
inoroased in numbera ao rapidly that by May thoy 
w«re said to be twenty thouaacid strong. 

The govemmenL troops droye them back into a 
mountata region, but here the pursuers were cun- 
aingly led into an ambnsoade aad routed with oovore 
loss. This victory of the rebels filled the government 
with coneternation^ which bticanie greatar wheik the 
inriurgents. on June 1, took the capital of the prgv- 
mco of Chblla. It waa now fearad that they would 
soon bo at the gates of Seoul. 

ThiE4 Insurrection of the Tong-Kakn waa the in- 
citifig canae of the war between Chi&a and Japan. 
The Min factioa, then at the head of afTairr^, was ra 
alarmed that aid from China wa» implored^ and a 
force of about two LhuiiHncd Ohineso troop* wa»4 Rent 
to the port ofAaan. Somo Ohiueae men-of-war were 
aUo despatched. ThiB action of China waa quickly 
followed by similar action on the part of Japan, 
which waa jealous of any Chinena movement In 
Coreft. The Japaneae minister, who had be^n ab- 
8«nti rotumod to Seoul ivitb four hundred marinDSn 
Other troops quickly followed, and in a Bhort time 
there were several thousand Japanese soldiers ata- 
tionod around the Coreau capital. 

The aending of troope to Coroa waa pucceedod by 
disputes botweeo the two foreign powora. Chia^ 
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ololmod to bo suzerain of Corca^ a claim which Jap nn 
filGrnly denied. On the other hsHd^ the JnpaDQad 
gijvenitiieTil dtdarecl Lhnt the Tong-Hnk moTomoDt 
waa V, natural renult of the prevailing miagovorn- 
moiit, nnd could not be overcome unlcas radici;) re- 
forms wore camod out. China was iialceci to lako 
pari; in innLiluting a Bcries of refortiia, hut doclinod. 

The aitualion quickly grew soHoua. The Mine, 
who controlled Lbs gororamont, doclarod th&t the 
Japanoso iroopa must bo withdrawn before the re- 
forms could bo iDhtituLed. Tbo JnpaneBo refivied. 
Neither Chiita nor Jupan would yiold» but the latter 
bcild the capital and bud the controlling poaition. 

It wae not long before a crieia oame. Oq July 20, 
Otori, the Japano^e minister, made certain demand* 
on tho Corean gov^rnmont, and etated that the prea- 
cocc of theChiuoso soldiers wo^ a throat to the iudo- 
pondence of the couniry, their gonoral having pro- 
daimed thatCorea wasa vauBalsUite. On thB22d the 
ofliciala answered that the Chiueae hod come at their 
request and would etaj until a.sked to Icavo. The 
next stop of the Japaneae wna a warlike one. On the 
early morning of the 23d two baltaliouH marched 
from thtur camp, stating that they were going to at- 
tack the Chfao6c at Asao. liut thoy quickly changed 
the direction of thoir march, advanced upon tbe pal- 
ace, drove out the Corean j^uard, and Look poaaesHion 
both of tho palace and of the king. They declared 
they had cooie to deliver him from aa obnozioua fao- 
tion and restore bis iVeedom of action. 

Tho Min party was at oncu driven out and replaced 
by new officials cboaeu from the progrossire faction. 
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With a fecbla reaiBtanoo, !n which only two men wore 
kiliod and a few wouodod, a rei^olutioa had boon ac- 
oomplisbQd and a govornment which favored Japan 
eaiablished, Thanew authoritioB at otigd declared the 
Chinoso at At^ao Lo be inlrudorH liiHtisad ordcfendera, 
aikd ro<iuo3tod tho aid of tbo Jopancso to drivo them 
out. War botwoon China and Japan was at hand* 

Hofitilitiofl wore precipitated by & etartting event 
On July 35 throo Japanoae men-of-war, crufning in 
the Yellow Sea. sighted two shipB of tho Chineee 
tiavy convoying a transport which had on board 
about twelve hundred troops. They were & portion 
of a largo force whiuh was being sent to Corca wilb 
tbe puiposo of roinforcLDg the ti^ops at Aaan and 
expelling tho Japan ose> 

Tbe ChinoHU tihlps were cleared for action, and, 
though the Japnnohe were ignorant of tho late event 
at Scout, thoy at once accepted the wager of battb, 
und attacked tbe ehips of the enoniy with eucb effect 
that they wore rjuickly crippled and put to flight 
T[ie Nariiwn, tho Japnnoae flagahipj now approached 
tbe transport, a cb^rtored British Tcflsel named the 
£owshing and flying the Britmh flag, A boat was 
Bent from the Japanose cruiser to the steamer, bar 
papers wore oxamined, and ordara given that ebe 
sbould follow tho Naniwa, Thia tbo Cbincee gcn< 
erala rofueod lo do, excitedly declaring that thoy 
would porish rather than be taken prisonore. Their 
excitement waH shared by the troops, who ran wildly 
about the deck, threatening the officers and tbe 
Europeans on board with death if they altompted 
to obey tbo order of tbe oncmy. 
22 
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Thoy trufltfld to the protection of the British flag, 
but it proved of no avail, for the caplain of the 
Naniwa, fiodiiig hia ordam doSod, oponod firo on tho 
transport, withfluoh effbottbntin half An hour it went 
to llie bottom^ carrying- down with it oyer one thou- 
sand scab. The officer&, tUo Europeans, and raany of 
tho Chinese eprang overboard^ but numbers of tbcao 
weroahot in the water bj^ the frfintic soldiers on board. 
In all onlj about one hundre'l und t^eveotj' escaped. 

Thh terrible act of war at r^ea was accompanied 
by a warlike movement on land, the Japanoao forces 
leaving Seoul on the same day to raar(?h on Aean 
and expel the Chineae. On the 29Lh ihey atlairked 
the enemy in thoir works and quickly drove them 
out, little rcsistanoo being made. Tbeao ovonta pro- 
ceded the dcclaratiotj of war, which was made by 
boiL countrieb on AuguHt 1, 1894. 

The atoi-y of tho war that followed was oas of 
uncoaaing victory for the Japanese, their enemy 
making eeareely an effort nt reaiHtancef and fleeing 
from poworfdl Htrotigholds on which they had ei. 
pGuded moDthfl of bard labor with scarcely a blow 
in their defenee, Such was the cage with Fort Ar- 
thur, which in other bands might have proved aGib- 
raUar to asHailiog troop. The war continued uotil 
April 17, 1895, when a treaty of peace was eigned, 
which romftpkably changed the rolativo poaitione of 
the two powers before the world, China having met 
with utter and irretrievable defeat. The war yioldod 
but a single event of novel intoreet, the famoue nuval 
hnttlu of Hai-yangf which we ehall doscribo more at 
length. 
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Ik Itcfle latter daja the world seema ovortiirned. 
Eveiita of startling intorest are every year Ulciog 
pUee, new diBOOTerlea are mado, new inveniioos 
pix^duced, DOW explorutioas completed, jmoplQa and 
tribes rormorly not evon known by name are be- 
tomJQ^ prgmineat in daily hi«lory, and naliona 
wbkb H^emed sunk m a dcLUh-like slumber are 
BWnkening and claiming a place anioDg the leading 
powDrs of Iho world. And of all thcBO oventa per- 
haps tho most astoundiiig is tbnt which took place 
In September, 1894, the battle of iron-cladfl in the 
Yellow Sea. 

About forty years before there had begun among 
Wvetorr^ nationa a remarkable re^olation in naval war- 
fare, tho aubatitulion of the ironclad for the wooden 
mun-of'War. During the interval lhf8 evolution of 
the iron-clad had gone briekly on^ until by 1894 the 
nations of Europe and Americ^v posnoH^od 9oota of 
suoh wonderful powera of resiatanee that the naval 
artillery of the pobt would bave had no more effect 
t;po]i them than hailstones upon an iron roof But a 
revolution in artillery bad also Taken plnoo, Tho old 
Bmooth-horo guns had bcs^n replacod by great rifled 
cannon capable of aending a heavy ball for ten or 
twelve milce and of piorcjog through etcol plates of 
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moderato tblcbccRB oe ihroagh bo mucb papor, Willi 
thoBo fwimo tho qiiick-firo guna, from wboao gaping 
tnoutha cannon-balls could b© rained like the flropa 
of fk rapid shower, :i]id Ibe Lorpednets Pa-pwble of 
to&ring ruiaouB bolce in tbo aidoa and bottoma of 
tbo migbtigat fibips- 

Sucb woB tbo work tbat was doing in the Weat 
wbila tho Eiiflt ftlept calmly on. But no occanioii 
bad arisen for putting to Iho proof tbcfle great floflt- 
iD;^ onginoa of war, Thoorioa in flbntidnnco wen> 
offered of tho probable effect upoti one anotbor of 
two motTorn fliioU, but the rlreud of lorriblo remilLa 
had a potent influonco, and fear of the destructive 
powers of modern ehipa and armies bod proved tho 
Btrongcat of arguments In keeping the cations of 
tbu world at peace. 

Tho aBtounding event spoken of is tbo fact tbab 
tbo iron-clad battJe-Bbip of tbo proaont day waa first 
put to proof in tbe waters of the Yellow Sea^ ia % 
war between two nations wbicb balf a century be- 
fore woro bardly bejond tbe bow-and-arron atago 
of wurfurOj and wero still novices in tbe modom art 
of war. Tbe nauni inventiona made ia Europe and 
America bud tboir first trial In a conflict between 
Cbina and Japan, and tbo intoreat with which mari- 
tinio natioDS read of the doings of thoee powerful 
engines of wnr in thotm far-off wat«ra was intense. 

Japan had been alert in uvfiiling Jtrwif of all tha 
world know about wor, providing its army with tho 
best modern weapons and organising them in tho 
most {^fieccive European method, while purcbasod 
iron-ctada replaced ita old fleet orjuuka. China, 
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though doing little for tho impTovement of ita army, 
liad bought LLHBlftt mudern Utiot, two of \ia shi[jH, the 
Tiug-yuon and Chcn-yucn, having ibtirLecn inches 
of iron armor, atid aurpafitiiag in aize and sLrongtb 
anyihiag ihnt JapiLn had to show, Thes^ vadselH 
Vi^re all uriubd vrith the most t^Hectlve of niod«ro 
weapons, were handled by tnon trained in the thtiories 
of Europeflii war, and eeomod capable of the moiit 
deetractivo rMults. 

On the 17th of September^ 1S34, an epocb- making 
battb of tboao irunclada took place, it wau a re- 
markablj different ovont from the lirgt engagement 
of this sort, that betwa<3n tho Monitor nnd the 
Miirrimac in Hampton RoiulA, for the guus now 
brought into play would haro pierced tho armor of 
thoHo vesfiola oa if it bad been mode of tin. The 
Japaneaa tiqnadron bad Just convoyed a fleet of trana- 
pcrL*, bearing tun thousand troops and ihirty-flve 
hundred borBos* to Chemulpo, near Ibe Ooiean capital. 
The Chirefio squadron had BJmilarly oonToyod four 
thousand troops to the Yalu RiFor Tb^ao were 
landed on tlia IGtli^ nui on the monnng of the ITth 
the See t started on itH return. On the same morning 
the Japanese fleet reaehad the leland of Hui-yaiig, 
leaving their toipcdo- boats behind^ as there was nc> 
thought of fighting a battle, Ahoul niike oVlot^k 
smoke was seen in the diatanco, and at cbvon-forly 
the Chinese fleet came into sight. 

The Japanese fleet connisted of tun veHaela, the 
FirHtrFlylag Si^uadron, consisting of four flneorurdera 
of high Hpcod^ and the Moiu 3quadronj composoi of 
ai^t veanels of luwer i^peed. There were two smaller 
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aUipa, of no value &a fighting vcfieeU, Tbe Cbioesa 
fleet was composed of twelve vessels aud sis tor- 
pedo-bQate, though two of tho veeaele and the tor- 
pedo-boats were at a dJatauco, bo tbat ibo effcctivo 
fighting forcQ on each aidu wus composed of ten 
ehipM-of-war. The ChinetfQ Heet ^tioIuUed the two 
great ahipB already Uiiined* Uje Ting-yueo aDd ClieD- 
yucQ* The latter, as has been 5iudf were heavily 
armored. Tbe otbcr Chinese sbipB were lighUy pro- 
tected, and HuiDti cf them aat at alL Xoue uf tliu 
Japanese veflfielu bad sjituroal armor, their protection 
consisting of atoel dockB aod internal lining down 
to (he wa tor-line. 

On perceiviDg tbe enemy's hhipSj Admiral Tto, of 
the Japniieae fleet, at once gave crder^ to Lis uap- 
talna to prcrporo for action. Ting, the Chincao ad- 
miralp did the same^ drawing up bia fldet in a single 
line, with Ibe large ships in Ihi? centre and the 
weaker onea on tho wJuga. Ito, who proposed to 
lake advantage of tlie superior epeed of hia Bbipa 
and circle round hia adversary', drew up bia vcasela 
in a Hjugle cclumn with the Flying Squadron at the 
head. 

The action began at 1 p.h.^ tbe Chineeo opomng 
Are at about six thousand yard^, tbe Japaueee re- 
serving their tire until at half Lhat distniitie. Ito 
headed hiH Hhipu straight for the centre of the Chi- 
ncao line, hut on drawing near they awcrvcd bo as to 
pass the Chinese right wing, tbeir speed being at 
tbe same time increBHcd. Ah the Tonhlno, which 
led tho movement, came up, aho became a target for 
the whole Chineso fleet, but her speed eoon carried 
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lier out of danger, the Flying Sqoodron sweeping 
flwiftlj paat tLc Chinese right wing and pouring a 
dendly ^re on the ucprotectod vesaoU there posted 
as they pa^aed^ The t^trcam oF etellH from the rapid- 
firu guna tore the wood-work of thoae Toaseb into 
aplintci'B and ect it on tiro, the nearest ship, the 
Yang Weij soon bursting into flamoH, 

Tbe Jajianeae admiral, keeping at a dmtflnce from 
the largo central Ycaeclfl with their heavy guna. and 
coneontrating Lie fire on the eraullor flunking ahips, 
eoiitioijed hi* evolntion, the Main Squadran follow- 
ing the Flying Squadron past the Chinese right 
wing and pouring its fire on the second ehrp in the 
Uno, the Chao-yucg^ which, liko ita consortj was 
aooD Id flame*. This movement, however, proved a 
disadvantage to the slower voHMiU of the Japaneee 
fleetf which could not keep pace with their consorta, 
partiDularly to the Hiyoi^ which lagged so far in the 
rear as to become ojcposed to the fire of the whole 
Ohineae tleet, now rapidly forging aliead. In thlri 
dilemma it» commander took a bold roBolve. Turn- 
ing, be ran directly for tbo lino of the enemy, pass- 
ing between the Ting-yuen and the King-yuen al Ave 
hundred yards" distance, Two torpedoes which were 
launched at him fortuntttely misacd, but ho had to 
bear the fire of aevoral of hia antagonists^ and came 
through the line with his vessel In flames. The 
Akngi, a liule Japanese gunhoat, hurried to his aid, 
though seriously cut up by the fire of the Lai-yuon, 
whioh puraued until set on firo and forced to with- 
draw by a lucky shot in return, Meanwhite the Fly- 
ing Squadron had wheeled to meet the two distant 



zu 



mSTDBlCAL TALES. 



Ghinoso ships, whtth were hastily comia^ np in com- 
pany with the torpedo-boats. On seeiu^thts move- 
ment thoy drew buck aod kept well out of reuch. 
Somewhat later thoso resscla took piLTt in the ac- 
tion, though not (in important cno. At 3hS3 f.u, tho 
ChfLO-yan^^, whroh had ht^n riddled by the fire of 
the Maw S^^uadron, sank, Lho cTtaa of ihe drowning 
men wunding above the roar of the cannoQ 08 Bhd 
went dowr. 

As a roatilt of the Japanese evolution, the two 
squadronH finally cloned in on tbo ChineBo fleet on 
botli sides and the battle reached its moat fbrions 
pboeo. The two flag-^hipa, the Japanorso Matauahima 
aad the Chincae Ting-ynen, pourod Lho tre of their 
great guns upon each other with teiTible ePVct^ tba 
wood-work of the Chinsao jrou-clad btiing aooo in 
flftmoa^whilcoehcU thflt buret on the MutsUHhima ex- 
ploded a heap of ammunition and killed or wounded 
eighty men. Fire br^ke out, but it was soon es- 
tinguJfiLed. Almoat all the Japanese gannors werd 
killed, hut Toluntocre prcBBcd forward to take their 
place, among them c»ven the baud-playora. 

On the Chinent^ flag-ship the flameu drove the gun- 
ners iVom their pieces, and she would probably hjive 
been dostroycd had not tho Chcn-yuon come bravely 
to her aid. The fir& was finally cxtinguiehod by the 
aid of Home foreigjiers who were on board. It may 
bo Haid here that the fire-drill of the Japanese waa 
fktr aupori<^r to that of thair fooe. 

The Japanese continued their circling Tnovement 
around thoir hlower antagoniatfl, pouring a concen- 
trated firo upon the weaker veaacb, of which the 
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Cbih-yuen weih fiunk Qt abotit 3,30 P-U. and Ibe King- 

yaea at 4.48. By this lime ihe CbittBAo fiuiil van iu 
tho groateat dbordcr, its line broken, some of its vc«- 
flelfi ID full flighty and all coherence gone. The 6r& 
of the Jtipaneae fleet waa now principally directed 
agaiodt i\to [fA^o Iz^ge iroD-cladfi, but the fourteen- 
inch armor of tbceo reaiatcd the heayiest guns in tho 
JapanoBe fleet, and, though tboir upper worke wore 
riddled and burnt, they were able to continue the 
battle. 

In tho fight horo doecribed the JapaneAC had 
ehown a discipline and a skill in naval tiictios Jar au- 
perior to ibose of their foes, Tbey had kopt at a 
di^tunce of abouL four thouaand yardi4 fVoni their 
aDtagonieta, bo aa to avoid their heavy fire and make 
tho most advactogoou& use of tboir larger numbor 
of rapid-fire gumi and alao of their mucb better 
markamansbip. Tbe reauU of the battle waa not duo 
to greater courage, but to eaperlor skill and moro 
ofloctive armamoDt. 

At nightfall, as the torpedo-boate had now joinod 
the Cbinoee fltiet, the Japanese drew off, not cariog 
to risk the perils of a battle at night with fiucb an- 
tagonists, both fiidoQ being also exhausted by tho long 
figbt. Tho next morning the Chinese fleet had die- 
appeared. It tad lost four veHHela in the fight, and 
a flflb afterwards ran ashore and was blown up. 
Two of tho Japanoae ships wore badly dumoged^ bub 
none wore loat, ^hilo the total loss in killed and 
wounded was two hundred and eighteen, nearly half 
of them on tho flag-ship. Tho Chinese lost fur moro 
heavily, fh>ui the sinking of a nuuiborof their ehjpe. 
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TliuH eDdod tha typical baUle of mcderu nuval 
wurfaro, ouo whose result vas mainlj due to the 
greater spooJ aud rapid evoluLioos of the JnpFitkuBo 
ships and the akill with which they concentrated a 
crushing fira on the weak points of the onamy's 
linO' Tbo work of the qiiiok-firing guns was the 
moat etriking foaturo of tho battle^ while the abeenco 
of torpedo 'boutB prevented that eesentbl element of 
a modern fleot fVoni being brought into play^ An 
important leaeon learned waa that too much wood- 
work in an Jron-ckd reaael ia a dangerous featurQ, 
and naval architects have BJaee done their best to 
avoid this weak pmot in the conatruntioa of ahipa^ 
of-war. But the moat remarkable characteristic of 
the afTairisthat tbe battle was fought bj two nations 
which, had the war broken out forty yeara bafora, 
would have done iheir naval flgUting with fleets of 
juoks. 

It may bo aaid in conelueion that tbe Cbiaese fleet 
waa annihilated in the later attack on the port of 
Wei-hai-wei, many of the veeeela being destroyed 
by torpedo-boats, and the remainder, unttbl<> to es- 
cape froD) the harbor^ being forced to aurrender to 
the Japanese. Thus ended in utter dlaaater to China 
the naval war 
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We have in the preceding tales brougbt dr>WD 
&oin a ramote period the hUtory or ths two oldeet 
Diitioni^now existtugon the fuce of theeartb. Thore 
ara peoplisa as old, bjt doeio otbera whioh have kept 
intuct their national organifatioti and form of gor- 
ornment for thouaundti of years. Invaaion, eoaqueat, 
rebellion, revolutjoii, have k«pt the i^eet of ibe world 
in & busy Htir and paused freq^ucnL changca in nations 
and govommctitti. But Japan and Cbina lay aeido 
from Ibo brood ourront of invoaion, removi.*d iVom 
the genorn) aeat of war, and no iniornal oonvulaion 
or local invasion had boen Bti'ong eriouglj to change 
iheir political syalems or modes of life. And tbuit 
these two isolated empires of the Eatit driHed dowQ 
Inlftct through Che agofl to the middlo of the nine- 
teen Lh century r when Lheirmillenn ial bleep wae rudely 
bri:iUen and their policy of isolittion overthrown. 

Thi« was due, aa bas been ahown^ to the coming 
of the naviea of Europe and Ameriea, bent on 
breaking down the barriers that bad been raised 
against the civilicaiion of the West and forcing tbcso 
remote empires to enter the concert of the nations 
and open their pnrtt4 to the commoreo of Llie world. 
Ooncerniug all this we have no tales to tell, but a 
brief account of the effect of tbreign intercourseiipoD 
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Chinfi anrl Jflpan will fitly hvrve to clobe oar wr>rk 
&iiJ outline ihij rccenl husioiy of thoM) Lho grea( 
pf>wers of tho £a9t> 

Tbero &r^ marked dtff^renoefl of character between 
tho CliJneHU and the JnpBneHe, lind thojui difTereiiDea 
hiLVG had fi Btrikiag effect upon their recent hietory. 
In Lba Ji^pancflc we liLid a warlike and ag^eafiive peo- 
pl^a^a Btirriti^ ar^d inquisitive raoe, not, like their neigh- 
biTH on tho cooLinenl, loaL io contemplKtiuD of their 
ancient lit«rfttm-o and diadainful of t^y clTilisation 
but their own, but ready and eager to avail thomeclvoa 
of all that the woi'ld has to offer worth the having. 
In tha Chiiiei^u wb fiaij a non-aggressive people^ by 
nature and custom diainclined to war» asking only, 
so lar aa outer nationa are coneemod^ to bo lot atone, 
and in no sense inquisitive concern ing the doings of 
the world at large. Of their civilii^ation, which gom 
bock boyoud thu reputod date of tbe Deluge, tboy 
are intensely proud, their aucient litoraturOj in tbeir 
coocoption, is far suptirior to the literatureH of al] 
OLht^r Mnliona^ and tliuir self-Hatihifaclion ia t<o in^ 
grained that they stilt stand aloof in mental iso1a-> 
tion f>om the world, only tbe most pr-ogroBBivo an^ODg 
tham seeing anything to be gained fVom foreign arte. 
These differeucaB in character have given rUe to a 
remarkable difference in results. The Japanese have 
bQan alert in avading tbcmBelvoa of all things new, 
the Chinees torpid and alow^ sluggishly resisting 
change, hardly yielding oven to Uie logic of war. 

There is nothing in the history of the world Lo 
match tbe phenoroeual progresn of Japan since Lho 
vlait of Commodore Perry Id 1853, if it had beoD 
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tho pooplo of tbe United Statca, inatcnd of thoeo of 
that jirohipslAgo of the RastorD ee^Sy that in ihm way 
first gaiimd a knowledge of tha progrosfi of the nuttir 
world, tbcj could not b&TO been readier in cbAnging 
thoir old iufilit lit ions and ideas and acficpting u now 
and strarge pK'iliKaiion offored tbcm from afnr than 
hare bnen the alert islanders of the Rast, 

When tho American fleet entered the Bay of Todo 
it found iUalf id Ibe heart of a civilization and in- 
stilutiotiB a IhoMsand yoiira and more of cge. The 
sbnguu, the mililar^ chief, was the actual rult^r of 
Japan, aa he had been for many centuncs before, 
Iho mikado^ tbe titular ruler, being fltill buried in 
that iBotation into which bo bad long since with- 
drawn. It was only a dim tradition with tbo peoplo 
tbftt tho mikado bod ever been ompcror in fact» and 
tboy loolccd on him as a religioue potentate to bo 
woPBhipped, not a8 a rular to bo obeyed. The feudal 
ayslom, ostablUhed in the paet ccjntunef^, was fiUll 
intaotv tbe proTindal lords and princoe being hold 
in fltrict vaesalago by tho ehogun, or tai-kun (^real 
klng)^ 03 he then firut termed himaolf. In truth, 
Japan was atiU in ita modiffival state, from which it 
showed scarcely a sign of omorgiog. 

The coming of the foreigners made a sudden and 
decided change in tho sitaaUon. Within loss than 
twenty yoare tho whole condition of afTnirshad been 
overturned ; tho ehogun had been deposed from hia 
high OBlater the TQikodo had como to hie own again, 
the feudal system had been aboLiahed, and tho people 
beheld with Burprifls and dalight their Bpintual em- 
peror at Iho hoad of the state, abBolute lord of their 
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Bocular world, while tbe militarj tyranny under 
whiuh thoy BO long had groaDod wob iiremudiably 
11 [ID ul led. 

Such was ibe first great alep in the political toto- 
lution of Jap&D. It was follawod by another and 
etil] greater one, an act without a parallel in the his- 
tory of Bulocrallc governmBnta- This waa the vol- 
untary rBlinquiahmcnlof abaoiutiera by the emperor^ 
the calling together sf a pnrliatnont, and the adoption 
of a repreaentalive gorernmont on the typtie of tho^e 
of the Went. In all history we can refill no nfniilar 
eveut. Alt preceding parliaments came into exjuU 
tjicc through revolution or gradual growth, in do 
olhvr iTiBtan^^e through tbo voluntary abdioation of 
autocratic powi^r and the adoption of parliamentary 
rule by an euipei-or moved alone by a dosire for the 
good of hie people and the reform of the eyetem of 
government, 

Japan liad It^nrncd theleHHon of civiliKiitionawiflly 
and well, her ablest sons devoting themeclvos to the 
task of bringing their country to the level of tho 
foi'emoet nationa of tbe earth, Young men in num- 
berr^ were sent abroad lo ohA^rve the wayt^ of the 
tiviliaed world, to become familiar with its indusLrioH, 
and to study in ita univereiiies, and theee ou their 
return were plarod at the bond of affairs, induelrial, 
educational^ and political. No brantrh of modern art 
and ^1cienc:B wafi nc?glf)Cted, the best to he tad from 
every nation being intelligeutly studied by the iu- 
(juieitive and quicU-wittod island youth. 

The war \\'m\\ China first reveiiled U> the world the 
marvelloUA progreBs of Japan iu the military art. 
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Her ariDios wero armed and diaciplined in iLccord- 
once with the best eyatem of the Wo^t^ flrtd hop 
waHiku operations (^ondiiclod on the mo^t n|i[)raved 
Tnetbodfl. though oolj natiTo oflBcera were employed. 
The rapidity with which lroop9,ftniountingtooighlj 
tboiiS!LiL4i m a.\\, and tha Docoyenry eupphea were car- 
ried acroE4H the nea, and the akilf^l cvoluEion, under 
native offlccm, of a fleet of voMcIa of a Ijpe nob 
dreamod of in Japan thirty yoare boforo, was a new 
revelntion to tho ohaerving world. And in another 
direction it waa made evldnnt that Japan had learned 
a vjvluabic leaaon from the nationa of Ghriatondom. 
Instead of (he maenaerc« of their earlier wara, thoy 
Ttow displayed the most humanitarian moderation. 
There was no ill treaLment of the peaceful tahabi* 
iaais, whilo amhulancca and fold houpltaln wore put 
at the diopoeui of the wounded of both nidaa, with & 
humane Icindnp&H greatly to be cotnmendod. 

ll JH aot only in polilioM and war that Japan haa 
pro^eaeed. In all other directiona activity, intel- 
ligoDC^o, end duvolopmont have been ehown. In the 
art of manufacture there has been a atcady adranoo, 
and the Island work^bopa are now coming into at^lire 
competitioQ with tbo^e of Europe and America and 
throatoniag a dangerous commercial rivalry. Steam- 
ship linas, under Japanese control, connect with all 
tbe leading porta of Aaia, and trade ia la a flourish- 
ing Blate. The telegraph arid telephone have been 
introduced and aro widely extended, while railro&da 
connect all the priacipal cities. The new>4 paper is 
an established Institution lei Japan, libraries and col- 
logcB ore dourishtDg, a new bterature, based on that 
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of ilie WoBt, Is in proceBft of ©voltition, and actonce 

ifl rnakin^r im[X)rtarL progreaa. In abort, Japnik has 
ftdoplod all tbc toaijing inBlitutionB of the West, and 
ifl modifying ita native mannors and customs with 
rem ark able rapidity. 

h\ this rocont evolution of life \n Jajmn we lave 
ono of tbe most extraordinary events la the hiatory 
of the world, it hflvingiaabout forty years omorgod 
ny>m tho position of & Dfition filmoet unknown and 
quite unthought of as a powor into that of one of 
tho groat powers of the world, 

While littlo Japan ban boon thus forging swiftly 
abond^ groi^t Cttina has been stolidly holding back. 
It is not Ibat the Chinosa lack intelligence or the 
dlepOAition to aToil thoraeolvea of matoHal ad ran- 
tftgoa, but th&t tboir prido in thoir own cJviliEation 
and belief in the bfirbarieni of the outer world aro 
so deeply ingrained as to make them hard to eon- 
yIiicoh Such progrfiflsive moii as Li Hung Chang 
have had tboir inSuonoo- A navy of modern ships 
was bought abroad, and did the best service ebown 
iri the war, fighting with co^irago and resolution, 
while tho array, organized on mediroral principlee, 
went to pieces before the akill and intrepidity of the 
Japanese. 

Tn other directions China haa made little progress. 
Tho tolograpb, it is true, is widely in use, but the 
effort to introduce the railroad has proved, eo for, 
largely a failure^ only some ebort lines being laid 
dowu. Id this direction, however, the war haa sonio- 
what aroused tho government, and there are signs of 
a more rapid future extenBion of the iron road. Bat 
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in Dther reapecta ther« ia little to indicate tbat Chioa 
haa le&rned niii(h from t.be abort, slim^i luswn of 
war, and evea the tbreat to dismember it and divida 
it up iimong Ibo powers of Europe seemB hardly to 
Lava made a stir m the heart of the torpid bviuhan 
of the East. 

iluanwhile the powora of Europe are settling like 
stinging horDota ao iU coast, Great Britain^ HuBsia, 
(jormanyj aud France each claimiDg a fooibold on 
ita ehort^, while Japan v^tJil liolde the port of Wei- 
hai-wci, owniting the paj'mant of the war indecaniiy. 
AVbiit will bo the reaiilt it h impossibio to fnreBoe, 
China h not a consolidated erupiro, Tlie emperor 
rather reigns than ruleti. It m miido up of aepar&to 
parts, each lurgely under provincial rule, and Bcarcely 
raoi"Q united than wbcii each was govcniod by its 
own feudal priiLce- X>i£Foront languages are spoicen 
in diflerenL uecLlonHf there aru vurioutt Htrauds of 
population In the separalo provinces, and hostile 
rather than friendly relatione exist boLvroeu cortb 
and Boutb, east and weat. The empire ia one that 
might fall Hdttndor at a blow, if struck Atrongly and 
deeply, and the powow which arc now steadily deep- 
ening and widening their influence withi n the Celoa 
tiaL Empire may yet decide to strike that blow, and 
divide up China between them au they have already 
divided Indo'Cbina and the continent of Africa. 
Theae are da^'s of rapid political eTolution, and the 
development of colonial empire is one of the moat 
prominent phases of recent history. 
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